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OarUjarttUrHsl wMfi Ih«.«£m) Indl* A|il^ p^d Mwsri*. , ,(»tlfk:a 

twn of icli^ In juctrni j; If’14h« itMi|Sep[4(m 

ncUeuma i»rrc«|Mm»n|; r 4 et^ipfn wdnl IpjKi. j« j aMfmJ^p* «f thtt 
leKclott of pMtonI [MBfilt!*, hnermw ^ ihe )>tnU lad Nqrbr ftn ihtJi 

cpdJc, J7-J9. ^ 

*** ^*'*** ^*-^^-—TipJM* thal ViTtiini in ih* cim.-a« 

of U^ptnl m„ IWcH tr hmsEi, tw.«n of tpciiuilne bunoi burn flic 
Aftkn po*f. 4i>; ifon-t piflHded /fu,u tbo nl Allinu. }ml 

toCTil^ on l[ Iiticie « ymr, to ly. f h IhMK Mingnltf «Klliic«<i «| Uwnc 

, (n CktoVcr, iip|iiiionil]i « pn aaboilEaitf)i of ilio oviii.jpjrit, tt <if. { 

^ PMlnBp of lb* httmat oAEiuii of Kofiirffli Eu^ow. 41 M. I 

^ oiIkt onuipla uf lU taduiuu of 1mm mnctiNtrioi. 45 i»; 

■ncvttainlp' u lo the iMaon for eaieladltn fieiui fioui [bn AlkhlN lireTr, 


CitAPTBR X.—Eating the God 


IV. 4«-»0« 


t r< 


n* ^ J,p. iter-mi MipItr 

H nr llin oore^jktril, 4S j ilu cuilom Jo WetmlwKt. *. , 

U.^ *,0 . ,S.^ 

mbnn the nr- (opn a» 50 ^ 

bAIhm CIiArnuH « nlm|t lt» luir iocn, ji ; cxieiBiHlry of Uw AJi» 
Pi the no* mlilpt, jii cnemunM* Of iIk MthmoUiii of Wr 

l^iid .^IteK .ho nr* b,n.d JrwHo *mi j,™. 5, , „„ ^ 

^™' Si ^ « f*.% Ihr 

tfot Jb flutn nn4 tdehei, ^ 41 wremtnin u cniiii|. Ihc IK* tin in 

Ccwtn Jtml Bhh^ 54 fg ., e™mwin nt «ib|; Utc itr* ike m Indin. 
it ^,1 wminniin obicml \tf tUt Ommt u plusaltlng. biwHnir. 
npintf,^ "**** > oetemohr «l cnling the fie* 

)««»« ObJlihe .01 (lio Nit„. a . 4, _ 

■mon^ Iht K*, iKcton of Tl^nleivl^ j|S.(l, j fc„(,4| nf ™„p 

Ihe A*himt<^a, to Pf, ( tociial of lb« pf* ,*hii el r..ie,4o.,.fr 
■Ml ^in. «J jf. t Mfennairt olbottnl by lh« Ninifl U miim the new 
cteuUne untn. to t fMiM} o( ihr pe, fmli. pinone the affirm et, 
itonclcf of the rcMlnl imtoe 111* Zalii, titrAS 1 > o| o n t< eh 
pWSeuJon o( Jtnib kingb. perhep* of .nrywran o/ tornms thnn, 
tol ccnmioniooUemed Itp »to fectoii™ hef.** the new (fant, 

to V- t cnemonien ohmntl the hlnubclc et reithg 0* 

Jo t/- t ORMtHipf TitetmJ Ilf Ihe Ovainbo 41 Ihe new Ihlltl, J I 1 

Ooremunj Ohwonl Iqr the ttomro liuhiuie [wfet* tming the new -m lrfi 
Jl 1 ih* fwii Of feillnl of hnl.fiulil eniiiii^ ihp ObL fnilfillw «l 
-\«cltee. t*- 75 t fotltnl irf ito new ^|, ™oi,c ihc Teehl 
hufMI^ 75 If. 1 Gram tVuB Ittiwe nitunig iJw iwmuioie JhIwih, tSj*. , 
(^.»l of Mwtw* •noto IN .N-ithe, 77 - 3-1 «^™on» 

.iw^ lif ,to aelhfi. Tnmrh. »el Thompw™ LH« ,i.« bj 

^ O. BC 4 , of the M>Min, : ,JW 

etonTto U CMtn,: the htu rrulu icetii inwil m u hicn Ihn ihe {rfeo. 
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com’Murs 

\ k Ilf A •■t'irti, •!»<*■ mnl firaptkiHl, *j if,; uf ihf 

IWI> rnifl*» 8 J| on tultin tu Jjntivni ili^ mun «f wwd imI iniMaKi 
ffKNp m i»M mcwitil* of tlif «i«t. S3.IIJ , (I* i,nim«i!in a( HtX-ffulii 
coihyMii «itb • Alolficc trf Itisni to {ndi m 4|infl», 

|}. StHMg tkt Grd ilium* in** aS-94.—tk.m;h <B»IIt ^ ItW cr-l 

IluilillotKidiin or Viuiltpoiin rtiRli •UnowHljllf'.M 891 Inhnloluulii 
linn boflit \if ihr tlrohnwi^ 4 ^, ( it* pnJ [loluUiiiioctilt kilid iti 
Md Ulen, ^ I Mho llii« 4 [l> lei|^ am iKMn*itta||f bf (lie 
tlcxiaiu, gi I noui killnl tnJ ptmn u u tmlmilliMiii of Uk Qud 
TeltcsUincs 9 * If. ; *18^ <|P * g™! nimnimnlly liy ih« f|iHrbi| 
IbiIImi of tlniso juul dn Mali* of tndl*, fj if. ( c^ln d 

• Ihv tlwlwoi 01*11 bi Eotopc, 94. ■ 

* 

» Ij* j/itHpi' Mfm^i pp. cvHIh} MttHm IftIM 4i 

Aftdj, 94 J WMnlltp ikiijul «4 to fciftiiU, Ue Htrihrt ct 

, nmhm v( m iN Rocma a| it-F L'ottrpUdk. 94 ^ i 

k»tT* 44 Atld* n=tvTTT<iiril Awdv ni thi IlkwH aS tile 

lvW( tlic Woodk ^ « tm±l« €if |,q4tl^ dp dyH£Rtl«f in ^irert 

A ii^filliicin ^ tlma drinsnii ^im tl^t 9^7 TiIvtAII men h( 

41 i|m: dan* -fif himirt Irr deceitn ilAnonpi, ^ i 
buikd w 4 lh ibc ^kail bt to *lw^ inf I AtnJlIcmi 

tturiiJi 10 4 kvtn l1lg AlUtnlifla oT <f<q»Di fmm ibc ml buriiUi 9i^l(»; 

Il»c 4 tit c-»fd mt pfvimif ikkrim ^ dcram ^ 

dl^vAKCM- lii 4 l 4 Cjn|T ihftii ho ibc tprinit liw intfnflv 

tOD^iD3; Md |« iliTcrt Ihc ■lt«iilm of i^ttHuui h Mm nml 

fviiiifM AipI 4 , mi-104 f d|i|^ tivd to ilhm fhAtU^ «du| triJwr 

OvU iikHocnea fiuut piMpti' ia CMlu^ 104 jf. % ^ —Lai 

m mnr lh< Um Clf Knoory; llm AliJuttW of ilm UH4 l^ni 

tvi^ItTm West Affk^ ftfld tht Indkov nf IWilbli Colunrliu, 

tOj« I I Imcc ijkq Jnu j * «n£t 14. ftitrtiiii Cofti^^lJkslin 

wfft! prnbdiEy ■■ nbHjMriei |oi Biiiit; p«WH to tbfr IliuJip Mt 

GflUfdrtmihtf tit Cboitkf jy, 

Cjimter Xt.—T he SACHiricK or First. 

ruUiTS . » . . , t P[i. 

* Hir urTfliw d fmi'fniti d giwb iwnTiolJy l« 4 r ll^in ifw cmAntior yvitaknii' 

ml ihtBL kaCoAuUsI))', 109 [ fiist^pfeski nunpitimis i^iisivdiiid Hi 1J14 Liu^ 
•nil fccy oftcD l<i th« litsdi 1091 Mnilwi iif hiM-frMitl ilKHie tbo 
f NtiTRtKi nf SgilthAVNi Aftttm^ lOO r MH&ent ai inl-^lti 111 tfaiulh 
Airto, ilO ify t MCfificBi of ^ Afain, 

oriifit fmin in Aftl^ itj j^l mrHlco^ in 

Wi^ Aftkn, If I 1 finn-lksiti oflbtitti lo kmif^ tn l^nAq^Hxi sad 
tlufl|i 4 , f flll pi lifM .iiitrUfc Lh Aigubftl ■Iij liiMS fa^tt dt liuli^p. 

1 16 -11^ I 0>' irn-ffvJl* mrnm^ ibc iAnit Hiadoofeg 1 19 ifml 

^ Acnfk( 3 ^ tsi 4 rpf|i id Jlfitma. t^l Cns* 44 vrtficpl «d frm- 

iiiiu tft li^ Indian 1 iwsUbb uf Cidiu, 
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COJVTMMrs 
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[J4 I nm.fnihi m Ftjfc amj th^ Na» lE^bcrdt^i laj, if.* 

uciH^unt rf finMmNfe th iho tLivKhw i so | nscrifiM* o( liifii. 

IrtiJU Iti the KituffcjtoJJt JjJiaik^ jjy ; ufrlficei nf fim-ftnUi Ja ij^ 
toBci JilMilii, raS-ij^ ; of iU |;rrciiifii*il£ifi 4>f is 

lli^ iUrfcfK: T(Hi;>mm cfeicf mt tbir j^vt n^f bii fn]HtwwH> r j*; wtibctt of 
bnl froitj In whI utbi^t I’ol^CUiiU, j jf * R^riGcpi at 

firrt'fruiw H-tSKTAp tbfl old PuiasJjmi, Cmki,. um! koimiftjL^ p p wfificci 
M Atorm^ iho Lodkoi rt( Aioa-tcsit f3J*l3S| CtuirAulifiiiuj'’| 

dcsRTfiiiLiii Mf Ihi Wim feaiTJil tDi3ii|- Ibc Niitdict, rj3 tjT, 


Cn^rrEft XIL— Homoeopathic Maojc 
* or A Flesh Diet .... I*p. 158^ 168 

Cauwm ^ klllitif Mod lb« carn»«ptrb bH:nTTfrn.iK%^ ijS * bdwf of Eht 

ihiii by «iitlt]£ lb ■bbittt of mui b# iH^aiK* rbc qvifisfii t\^a 
UIIIIRI Of imn, ijfl Mf.i bdittfi of lT« AmoiLcui iodlHii. U ly iJ^ 
Wf*^ of Ibt ibjdi af animal^ U9 V- £ fitubatM iljcl olbcr 
A/riaa LeJM^Si ia. 10 ihe lip£atiC 4 {i*tbk *f ihi flotfe of ■otowl;!^ 140- 

143 t aaBaal beftth u to Ib 4 bnrfiiOcotuthk loa^ wf the 
iniiiultk 1451 belief of pbe l^ki jtihf Akii a to litt honeco^thJe 
tifibf Oc&b ut lOdnutb, 144 if, t l*«Udfi h tr. ih# hoaiHopaihk 
RiBEic of tbfl or 11 ^™. ot£.* **| p bdleb u I9 lb« ItuHi^ea- 
tfctbk iTOflic of ibc flab of wotips^ bun, aod »ci|^ti, 146 tf, | viilmii 
beJid* u la the W^ciip 4 tbk IU|^ tht flab frf inhimta, 14? ; ibfl 

^Hh «Jd bluocL b«t f^poelally ibr bmli, Of ikMl mm mtm nt 4nmk 
hf tbc ni^c Of ««juiriKg tbE (jdmI qoqlhki of Ihc defcL 1 ulbti 

ihaA ibf b^ caiot the laiw pqr|M»i«, 151-153$ fw3n*| virlw 
of tbc dead icxtuind UiHHich ibipk ootiEBCt with Ibrir Uitm, Jf- i 
oni^k of friendlhlp (bnacd wAh dfiwj foa by drinitttin tbcki Waocl, 

^ 5 < i likftd-cowflHil Aptmed by iiH»ukyrji wh h ibe of p Iseb 

vidbiii, 15,5 jf. j ot™ 3 i.uiJflo wbh the dull bt mkkabig ibrir uha, 
i 5 '*^"' S® * bllcrept lo bocuJetO thmid^a wiib wotaI vtbft 

IrblUEA, t5S-l<^| tlt4 KqIjb 4b 4 othCT Ceffw biontfcte PhBnrMdin 

cpilnat hi^bittbif^ t£o-t£i t un^ luk la #ot|tilre the ttualbko of 
ibc deul hy Afldhlbiit ll 3 eiihKilntf itj(b tbdr 16^-164 ; Jttka 

c-f a 4 iittiiila tweflttrfv fimdaftf ■|7|i|iid for ibe WM jMippn«i-_, jy, | 
matkil nlntmoii itKiJ by Huku fwirtti, |6|jf, p t^itAlllla of ■ pcnofi. 
ciUDul, or ihiOjj inrjmited by fum^alkn, 166 jy. i the uia^ caatow uf 
mine a J £7; Ohcu on iraiutltHiuLljatiga, 167 p^. 


CflAPTEH XIIL—Kri.r.lNC THE DlVlNE 

Ammau . , . % ' . Pp. ) 6 !>-zo 3 

t r, A'l/Aif t^f SMTfJ Himmrd, 1>iiiitll< uul |i*»nif i> itiW Jdlf 

rx tiK «nln)«U ihcT WAiibip, CttUumiun fiCfrinaliv oT Lil)ji» 

W crOM tionud, 16^17}^ 


coj^rBm:s 




« 


I 1 . AWnr J*' Smrr^ pqi 173-174.—^trknt fn^iniai] 4 Cflto ftf * 
rpin |I fntbAl uf Ammat, ^71 ^ I m IZt« c/ tbv maifvn4 
ULlnLAl, 17^ tf. 

I ^ AWfj^Mr 174 j^.^TW unftxl Kqv^ mt fmiKw m 

Fcnuji^^ wlwu of AMIUJL7 nujrrthlb^ ill iMu, 174 9f. 

f 4 AjffiV pi> 171 ^ 79 .—-nw UlEinir of ttir hwtod iuMloi 

Lj iLo ^Mol [o4ii»la, 175 bfJkf k the tunirmlgwtiim f4 

KwU loEO 179 Iff j ib 4 oaiim ippuimil^ o. ouJe bifn^ie^ 

with iJk oqceUfil ipiltlA for raio« 179. 

I I, AVZf/jc|< ik4 Sdfnt^ itoiif* pp, ti0-3O5,---Afny{;uuii tliiiiiilc of the Alfw 
umvth l^e bew* iSo-i&i; ALso cuHun of j Hhi 

It Of ■ i^cnm toirnl^ | Ih. ^hftibc^f tcOMif of i1m 

Also i^Eul o# iht liw, ftalj Mwmt of llw ALOo 

^ivoi of llie benf, 1^7 t eHAafli vf rwEngOjiil killlnj; bem ifnMiu 
* Ihe Alfici of Sflfiliilkft, tH 9 <.i 9 <i£ bur-fqij^ftoli of tto jjo if,; 

SdtrcnckS dtWcriptlfflO of * ewwrl^ lha i 

iktcHptioil of tKe liw-fdrivmU of itm GEE^li^hJ. l^ 1 bmi- 
fiiflliTMl* oE iht GoJkll iDjl Omtcihfiij 15)171 ^lirwo hf mil that irlfett 

foK iha bean whkh. 1^ Uil 4 o 4 «ti, 1^7-r99 f ■btllu mpect iliewti bf 
the Aino ^1 eacEoi, if^l hiwti, wlilch 11147 kitK 

*99 *9- ^ ittlnuitfica wbkh iba AIdo lira |79 lo rcpp fponi ■ki^htrrfng ilte 
wfiaiU^Tfiii fnliuiiii, xen if. ^ ikt td ifma uih^ peoliOblf 

nocliiPi; bul *0 nteiiiwa of ibuilKt mid jKrfguRifil bf ih< honixr ort 
il^ WiEdi boftT whk^ he IblElpi ka lEte Ewnl, tdT 4fi i liM twhHvIciiir of 
ihBMs yba bo Ua±i not m auJ Iwrtwdjdimi w h »mi lo ui, 

tqi If. 

CHAntEK XIV.—The FitomiATiON of 

WCLD ANt&IAI.'; BV HUNTBHS . i’pt 3<?4 7? 3 

$v( 94 ^ beikf IhLii 1&* mm, »it endowed w|ib ImwoiiiJ mU, »m i 

Auieiicau Jodluai diaw bO iluixp tUiiiiiCliofl IwiWtCQ HhS uad uuuilivi 
304-3061 Hme HimgD fiMl tO ifl^naabwlt cCocfI^ betwrap kb« favtitet 
of aJaimiU uid Oie twdlB of on, aod-HoS 9 bem lbe pf^ibiln 

U» flidPS 4 l 4 wli|j;I» 1» tEEEi and ouobctt ef ibt ijpcc^ 2 qA i 
KToptn cntritaJiPcd aod oerenoidja ob^nof it lEillEnf czaOcKUki, eoA- 
ttsi tcmidai e 4 iUfiaina 4 uul tttimemm ub^iTfil ii h^taf 
3£3 1171 aipcda^ »Eik-iBakEata retpedod hf 164 ^^cith 

Am^rHcm todljmi^ S cermnwlc* qtaenwd ia Kbitn 

Afrkw} mt bfitittt ■ n»l», ^19 Jf- w eernbonle* wt Hjt kmrnc 

of m wait, 130 47. I Onldn tOfdl roi^f«£tEcL 1311 ifKdo^cf o^efed I7 
MV 4 ^ 10 Eh* HlVtffWlI* wbicti ibry aiv oEpII^ to till, 111 I 
tfawi ol ililiD liDTii Ilf Kiwueb^ibiiifc, Flitfi*, tmi Ljtppp^ 

XXX, 1x411 piopkleitMi of ilaiii Ewan E7 liii! N'onEii InrXiiuai, 

124'317 I iwojW^iii^ lyf tkjn ekidiuii I ra Afrkw, 317 vp i fvupillaahB fd 
tWoH to Afmn, llMi pnp|dt.b£inA *d daJH latf'fwKi* ip Afne*. lllE-tjf i 


* 
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COiVTEPfTS 
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pwirflktirin of dain banaltva wid kbnp In UfilnK tJi ij, , prBJtll IdJon 
«t detel Wh«lei tnunig iJw K«q,ii, a^*.835 j pmpijblkua oTJtiJ hknr» 
{M(iwu.a, Oluxei, «4l *|Mt, OJJ ; p,flpit3*H«l or itoHl OEIJI**, 8,5, 
d«eTTtii;i> xho tflkOtt, of 136 » onlmiU wbleli^ wiritMi; 

reu«l, «» tilonl tat IbiiLr llc^ h stmj, «i« aiKi Inateii wilJ^ tnpeel, 
*J 7 1 to i bon^ of «bkl4»d Isc^Tril 

kfipl 'Cbppu fcit Ibf ^nntA of Iba eIeuI juiliTi^in ih&ultl lx- ofTniitid 

t jfceTi elkp mnd Irufcd American IfirtLinh w\th cvm- 
w™i™ tra^i, 8^0.J^3 1, powjiTBe^ tiinu*, mui I»(c« imiHl tff 
Amcncu [ndun» ttkih CcfCRUwtgo, mpat, ii 3 tf. ; ilovl rnrUc^ 

ilfTtf eafl snaiicrt wiib witiniof] lulu 244 [ gboit «| 

* totricb DuiwiiMt 215 - Eniulman piDpbktkm f4 tlw ipirii wtw DdDFrtili 

• rilB^w, J4| if.; rtfcnHwtfcm, trtaitnefit fh, 

Ek)iiiuiw]x^ If, ; Ifinqil KnquniMjj cdvcrt^to)-of rttotsiia^ ^ UMUm 
«f »b«ixa to tbc In ortfcct itwrf Itip mitotiiJi mij cmac to liJa 
347 S+H J fi*h iMiwi -Pith bf fhJibif Iri^ J-W-ISJS «w,o* 

ni^ iJWffiHf Of 1^0 6m Aih Of tbi: HMiOp 1 S 6 ; Ito liotia ol 

4 niuLftti frtttemd to mdci to ibrir murroctlui, 45^359 j tj^o 

hoM* Of n»o p,«owd «t I- ort« »!. or p^YCffl iJiri, 

■cinrreBik«t *S9 ff 't muiuWtw log bilk/ ft dke »«lBe k lb* inoaif. 
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CHAPTER IX 


AKClCNT DRmiS Of VEGRTATIOM AS AKIHAU 


§ t, DiDn^tM, the Geat emJ the Bull 

Howkver w« may It, the fact remains thar 

in fjcaaatit folk-lore (be asitt-apifit b mvy eoimiwoly coo- 
ceiml and rqjre»ntod in atiimat fomi. May not thl* fact 
explain the relation in whUh certain animab Mood to the 
ancient deitini of vegetation, Dfonyaita, Oetnetcr, Adonis, 
Attb, and OuHs? 

To begin with DlonyHis. We have «en ibat he was 
repreKcnted joinelimes as a goat soraetimes as a hull * 
M a foat he can hardly be aeparated from ibc minor 
divinities, Hit Pans, Salyrsi, and SiltmiiAca, all of whom •« 
clweiy aasciciatcd with Him and are reprerenled more or 
less completely in the form of goata. Tliu*. Pan 
tegulariy porttayod In sculpture and painting with tlic face 
and legs of a goat.* ITte Satyrs were depicted with pointed 
goat-ean, and aometlmc* with spftruting boetM and short 
tails.* They wttc tometrmes spoken oJ simply m goat*;* 
and in Uic drama their part* woe played by men dresaed in 
goatskins,* Silenoa b reproented in art sUd m a goat¬ 
skin.* I'urther, the Fauns, the Italian ecninlerpart of the 
Greek Pan* and Satyrs, are described as being h*!f goat^ 
with goat-feet and goal-honia* Again, all these minor 
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goat-rarttifl] liivlnltts partake iiiOr; or lew clcnHy of the 
characlar of woodlmui cJtfiiic*- lima. Pf" enlW V 'li® 

ArcaJuiu the Lortl of llie Wood.* T{« Silciiuse* Bawcialed 
with the 'Ths Fiiun* are oxpressiy 

ju woodland deitiw ; * add tl^eir character as such iJi dtiU 
further brought oot by thdr nssTKiation^ or even Jdentifica^ 
tion, with SiivaniH and the SiIvanu'ses, who, m. their name 
of lisdr indicates, are apitii* uf the woods.* Ijnily. the 
asnoclation of the Satyrs with the SllmusM, Fauns, and 
Stlvanuits,' jirovia that the Satyrs also were woodland 
doilies These goat‘formed spirits of the woods have therr 
counterparts in the folk-lore <if Nortfiern Europe- Thus, 
the Russian vwxxl-splrita, called fjtuku (frenn "* wood 
are believed (o »p}iear partly tn human shape, hut with the 
horns* cars, end legs of goativ. The L/esJii can oUcr hi* 
Btature at pleasure; when he walk* in tluf wood he la as tall 
the trees; when he walks in the iiieadowa he b no liigher 
than the grass. Some of the ijwrAw are spiritJ of the dora 
as welt as of the wood ; before harvest they ate as tall M 
the stalk#, but after it they shrink lO the hdghl of 
the slubbit* This bring* nut—what we have remifkcd 
before—the ckoe connexion hctwiten tree-spirit* and cmn* 
spirits, and shews how easily the former may melt intir the 
latter. Similarly the Fauns, though w-oo*!'Spirits, were be¬ 
lieved to foster the growth of the crop*.^ \Vc hnro already 
seen bow often the com-spirit is represented In folk-curtom 
AS a EOat-* On the whole, them, a* Manhhardt argues’ 
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ihc pans, Sfilyrs, mJ Fitunft pethaps bcicing to a widcljr 
ditViiscii ^Ltss of wot>d-«pirits coisecivcd sn ^oat-form. I lia 
foniJiieas of |;i>flla for iHiayfng in wood* and nibbling the 
bark of h™, to which indctfti they are moat diralmctivc, 
is .m obvious and perhajM suflicknt reason why wood- 
spifita should so often be stippo^ to take the fomi of 
goals- 1 he incofiSRicjwy of a god of vegetation stibjiiat* 

(ng ufion the vegcution w^hich he personifies is not one to 
strike the prlmittve mind. Such inconaistcncies arise when 
tiio cicity^ eea^lng to be imiriAnent in the vegetatioiTp cornea 
to be as. its owner or lord : for the idea of owTiing 

Ihi* vcgctalfon imtuially leads to rb^t of Giibsistiiig on it, 

Wc have already seen thai the com-spiril, origlnaUy con¬ 
ceived rtB itnmnnenl in the oonit aftenvards eome* to be 
■ regarded as its oivnErj^ who Uvnts on it and is reduced ter 
[xnerty and W'«nl by being dtpfivod of 

Tims the reprcaeniitcion of wood-spirits in the form of Wowf- 
giials apj^ears to be both widespread andj the primitive 
CTifctid, natural. Therefore >vh(m wc findp iVt wc have donc^ pHt^ 
th:it DtOfiyHUS—a tnee-god- — ti aanietlm& nzpresetitcd In 
gnai-foriTv^ we can hardly avoid condudli^g that this repre^ 
sentation is dimply a pait of hia proper character as a ttee^ 
gffcd and ts not to be explained by the faafon of Iw^o distinct 
and hstlcpcndcnt worahipSi in one of which he crriginaliy 
ap]:jeBcetl aia a trec-gtKl and in the other as a gnat, if sueJi 
a futsHjn took plnco In the case of [)lonysa$, it must equally 
have taken place in the case of the Pans and Sat>Ta of 
GreecA the Fauna of [taly, and the IJfsMi of Rii^ra* 

That such a fitglaii of two wholly disconnected worships 
slnmld have occurred once is pci^lble ; that it should have 
occurred twke Independently is improbable; that ft should 
have occurred thrice independently is so untikdy to be 
practically mcrediblc. 

Dionysus was also figured* as we have seen*" in the shape TSw m 
of a Mti. After what has gone before we ane naturally led IWnH of 
to expect that his bull form must have been only another 
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espRuion far his chnnurtn'm a ddty of vegetation, etpecjatly 
(mil I, y oaioinoii etnbuditnent of the cor^-sfrfdt in 
Noitliern Eutupe;' and the eW otsocialion of Ljton^itua 
Deweter and I’creepljone in the ntyiterias of H1cu*b 
too!***' ihetm that ti« had at kast ot/ong apicultural affinltiM. 

The other jawiible expUmtion of the bufl-ahaped Dit»ft>^*oj 
irtHiId be that tlte eonceiiljot» of him oa a tnill woa oiiginatty 
entirely diatitict fmin the conteptioo of Wtn oi a deity of 
vegetatimt, and that the fmioji of the two «in<!cption* ww 
due to oome Mirh circMmltuicc a» the Ufdoti of two tribes 
orii of whldt had previouily woroblpped a bull-Bod and ilie 
other a Itce'god Tiib apjicaia to be the view taken by 
Mr. Andrew l.an|j, *bo luiggeota that the iKiil-formed 
Dinnyiiia “had either been devd(i|i«i out of, or had Sue* 
ccedoj tOk tlic woivJlip of a liulMoietn,"* Of course this ti 
fxttdblck But it li fiot yvt certaiti that the Aiyan* ever hod 
totemism.* On the other hand, h it quite certain that many 
Aryan peoples have conceived deities of vegetathm ob 
embodied In anima) fomr. Therefore when we find 
amonpt an Aryan pcofde tike Hw Gteekt a deity of 
vegetation represented oa an animal, lire piesumptltin (iiu»t 
be in favour of explaining this by a principle which b 
ccTtHiTily known to hive influeticcd the Atywn race rather 
than by one whicii U not ccrtainl)* knuivn to have dutte sUi 
In the preBont ttatc of our knowledge, theiefnfc, it ii safer 
to regard the bull form of Dinnysus at being, like hi* goat 
fonn. an e;xprc«ion uf his proper character os a rleity of 
vegetation. 

Tim **- The {jmbabiliry of this vien' will be somewhat incfcased 
artini'^ If it can Ik shewn that in other rites than thow of plonysus 
wtctineccr the ancients stew an ox aa a rcjirescatatiVc of the spirit of 
2!,^ "■ vegetation. This thc>' appear to have done In the Athenian 
njiiRM. sacrifice known as “the murder of the ok" {hswfAmitt). It 
took place about the end of June Or beginning of July, that 
is. kbniit the time when the threahing i# nearly ovtr In 
Attica. According to tradltioii the oscriftoc was instituted 
to procure a cessation of drought and dearth which hod 
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afflicted the Land. The ritual wm.% aa fuUiJtA^iiL Lbrk^ inix^ 
with whc:4t, or cnbct inadr uf thirm, laid upm the brcui^ 
altar of PoHcnA ti^ the Acrcpdllo. Oaan were driven 
itnmd thif altar, and the m whii:h went up tr> the oliar and 
Ale the oFTering m It was sacnfited Tlie attd hmk 
witli which the beitit wa^ Alaiit had been iireviDualy welted 
with w'fltcr bntuighi by maidenn called "* water-carriers.'' The 
wea^kaiia wctc then sharpened amt handed to the butchers^ 
one of whom felled tJie ok with the axe and another cut Its 
throat with Ihe knife. An soon a% he had felled the ox, Lfifi 
former threw tile rxc from him and fled ; and the mail who 
cut the beast*a thrmi apparently Imitated ilia example 
Mean time the ox was akiimed and ad present parttJ4>k of 
tts fieah. Tiieti the bide was ttnlTcd with straw' and setved 
up; next the atulTed animal was act on Its fcet and yoked 
to a ■* if it were plougfajny, A trial llicti took jilace 

In ail ancienl law-court pnestded over by the Kin» (as he 
was called} to determine who hod rnutdered the ox. The 
maiiicns whn had brnught the water accused the men w'hn 
had sharpened the axe and knife - the men who Lud jhnr|i- 
eued the axe and kriifc blamed the men who hail hand^ 
the!ie Implement A to the butchers ; the men who liad handed 
the implements In ihe hnichius hlnmed ihe bulchcrs; and ihe 
butchers bkl tlic blame on the axe and knife, which were 
acccifdingly found guihy, condemned and cost into the sea.^ 
'rhe name of Uiit iaerillce,,—“ iJie miaru^ of the ox^" ‘ — 
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A DKrrtES OF t-EO£rATI0?f AS ANfAfAns cn*i-, 

Tfa. » the ixims tjikcn by each perwin who Ivui a hsfuJ in the 
slflughter to lay the bVatiic on some one elw, tog#UiCf wiIli 
the formal trial anfl ptmibhmcni of the axe or Jtnifc or bt>tb, 
F"**“ prove that the ox was here rtgardetl not memly » a victiim 
tiodM ih* Ottered to a godp but ait it^f a sitcrod creatutej ihe slaughter 

of which was sacrilege or murejer. This is home out Uy a 
statement of Vnrro thai to Icii! an ox was formerly a capital 
crime in Auica.‘ The mode of electing the victim RUgg&U 
that the ox which titsled the com was viewed as tin: corn- 
deity taking possession of his own. This intcrpietatinri is 
supported by the following costom. In Ueauce, in the district 

of Orleans, on tlic twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth of April they 
make a straw-tnini called “the great ttiottii'ani'* Fm" ihe^ say 
that the oM mmfdard is now Head and ft is necessary torm^e 
a new one. The straw-man is carried in solemn fTOOCSSioti 
up and down the village and at lost is placwi it^Kin the 
oldest apple-tfct There he remains till the apple* are 
gathered, when be is taken down and thrown into i he water, 
or he is burned and his ashes cast into water. Hut tiie 
pemon who plucks the first fruit from the tree succeeds to 
the title of “the great Here the straw ligiifc, 

fai jj.,) " the great mondurd"' and placed on the oldest apple- 
Ircc in spring, repiwents the spirit of the tree, who. dead in 
winter,revive* when the npplc-blosiotiia appear Oh the boughs. 
Thus the |ierson who plucks the first iruit front the tree 
anti theieby teceivc* the name of “ the great mottdard^ 
must be regaideil as a repEtsfientative of the tie*-spirit. 
IMmitivc peoples arc usually reluctant to taste Ui* annual 
first-fruits of aoy crop, until some ceremony has been per¬ 
formed which makes it safe and pbus for them to do so. 
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The raiion of ltii» iii>iJeara to be a Lelicl tluil the 

fint-rniii5, either belong to or actiiaUx contain a divinity. 
Therefore when a man or animal i* boldly to appro¬ 
priate lli» Micrcd first-fniitsK he or it i» naturally tegaidcd 
as the divinity himself in human or nnimal form taking 
posiics^ion of his own. The time of the Athenian sacrifioe, 
which fell aiwul the etow of the ihrcshinK, lUggoits that Uir 
wheat nnd Iwricy lahl upon the aJtar woe a Itirvcsi 'jircr- 
ing; and the sacrsincnUl chaiacler of the sutaeriuciiT repast 

_all poxtaklng of the fl«h of the divine aniinid—would 

make It parallel to the larwjst-suppem of modem turope, 
ill which, av we have seen, tliC (ball of the artliual who stands 
for the eom-flpiril « eaten by the hnrveuten!. Again, die 
tradition that the sacrifSce wac institutnl iti ofdcf to pul ail 
end ti> drought and fsniine ia In favour of uking it a* a 
harvMt festival Tlte rwurfcctidft of the coro-*plflt. enacted 
by setting up the stufleJ a% and yc'kfng it to the plough, 
may be oompsroil viritb llw TfMurrectkuJ of the trce-*pirit in 
tlie person of his nspreaentatlvc, tlie Wild Man.’ 

Still more eleatly. ifcrha|i», docs the identification of Uie 
corn-spirit with an ok come out in the Mcrifidai rilUai whJeli 
the Greeks of Magnesia on the Maotmlcf observed in horiotn 
of Zeus Sosiipolit, a gnal whose title of ‘soslpolfa ("Saviou. 
of the Cily ■’) marks him as the ciiuivalent of Zens Polieus iu— 
(*■ Zeus of the City The dciaila of the ritual are happUy 
preserved in an irmcrlption, which record* a decree of the 
council and Of the people for the iceufation of the whole 
proceedings. Every >-ear at a festival in llw month of 
Mufueon the mftfiiitrates famght the fineit bull that could 
he iiftd tor money, anri at th* new moon of the month of 
Cronion, at the time uhen the rowing wa* about to hegStl, 
they and the priests dedioited the animal to Zeus Soaipoli*. 
while aolcmn prayers were ofTered by tlw voice of a sacred 
lieral.l for the welfare of the city, of the fand. and of the 
peopk for pence anri wealth, for the prm-crops and all 
other fniiti. and for the cattle. ThweaflcT the -Jicred 
animal was kept throuphtiiil the winter, it* kceiJ being 
undertakon by a contractor, who was bnutHi hy law to drive 
the bull to ihe market and there Ooltect eofitribotion* Pw It* 
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maitileiinnci! ffom ali the liuckstcfs and (n particular from 
the corrt-chanillcw i anil a proapctrl M-as hefd out ^o sucli as 
coTtUihutrd that it would, go well witli them, riiially, after 
havinghecti thusi maintained altiie public cost for some mfiiitlis, 
the bull was Jed forth with creat pomp and saciificcd *n the 
market-place nn the iwcifth day of the month Arteiniiion, 
which is believed to have been etiutvalent to the Attic 
njonth of Thargclion and to the Eiigliah month of May, 
th" season when the corn ts reajied in the Greek lowlands. 
In the ptwession which attended the animal to tite place of 
sa'criltce the senalora. the pTicsls, the magistrates, the young 
people, and the victors in the gamo all boi'e a jrarti and at 
the head of the pmcessioij were borne ihe itnagea of the 
Twelve Gods Ktiired in festal array, while a fluiepla^w. fl 
Tir, l i iii f>L piper, and a hatper disfiottrsed solemn music' J'fow In 
wcri^tn] iiie t,uU, which ivas ihwa dedicated at ibif time of sowing 
and kept at the cost of the pious, and opcclfilly of eom- 
iripinh^ ehandlcTs, to be finstly sacrificed at harvest, it U reasonable 
BraTpritw to Ko an embodiment of the com-spiriL Regarded as such 
Bw# *p*rit ||j( gntmni was cansecfated w hen the seed was com milted 


to the earth; it was fed and kept alt the time the com was 
growing in order ihpl by its beneficent energies it might 
foster Uial growth; and at lost, to complete the parallel, 
kvhen tbc com w-as reaped the animal was slain, the cutting 
of UiC stalk-1 being regarded os the death of the corn-spiriL* 
Similarly we have seen that in the harveat-fidds and o« 
ihc tliresbiug-floors of modem Europe the corn-spirit is 
often conceived in the form of a bull, an ost. or a calf, 
which is supposed to be killed at reaping or ihreshing; oiid. 
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farlhcr, w* saw that iKt cwicejitiHti ts sonitstiincs tnnriMl nsit 
in [imctic^ hy slattelitering » real ox or a teat calf aa (he 
harvcst'Actd Thus the jjarallclism beivwrt the andent 
Creek an4 the inotfem European idea of the cani-s[unt 
embodied in the rcirm of -1 hull appear* to be vety dost 

On the intcrpTctalton wlildj I have adopted of the Th- Crr** 
eacrificcs ofTciod to Zeut Pdieos and ZeUS Sosilxilis itie 
corn-spirit is conceived as .1 tnalfii not as a fcmali!; as Zeus, 
not as DemttCf or Pcrseplionn- In this there Is no incon- MUlfmnJ* 
sistcncy. At the stage uf thought which the Creeks had 
teRcItcd long before: the dawn tjf hhtory tlwy 3up{w/cd 
the processes of (rprodUCtloit in nature to be carded on 
by a male and » femnle jidneiplc in conjitnctirHi; they dUl 
not 'believe, like *omc backward savages, that the female 
prindpte alone suffice* for that purprjse, and that the aid of 
the male |irindp!e t* jiipcrflunua. Hence, as we have scci), 
they imagined that the goddiMei of the wrn. llic molho- 
Dcmeter and the daughter Perseiihime, bail awrli her male 
partner with whom she united for the pttjduction of the 
ciopi. 'I'he pnrtner of iJemetcf was Ze«s, the partner of 
persephime was hts brother Pluto, the Suhtctrantwi Zeus, 
ai he was called ; and rtason* hive been shewn for thinking 
that the mikrriagE of one w Other of these divine pair* was 
solemnisod at Blcuiis as part of the Great Myslerin lit 
order to ^Hounite the giowlh of the corit.^ 

The ox appears ns a reprcsentaiive of the oont'Spirlt 
in oilier parts of the world* At Great tlaMain, In Guinea, 
two oxen are slain annually to ppseure a good barvesL 
If the sacrifice is to be eHecltuiI, H is necesuiry that the i. 
oxen should weep So all the women of the village lit In 
front of the beasts, chanting, " The ox will weep; yes, tut 
will weepT* From time to lime one of the women walk* 
rtiiinLl ibc beoats. throwing manioc meal or paltn wine ujmn 
Ihetii, especially into Ihdr ey& When tear* roll down frtim 
tlic eye* of the oxen, the people dana?, singing, " Tlie ox 
weeps 1 the ox weeps I" Then two men seite the tails of 
the beasts and cut them 0 ^ at one blow. It ii believed that 
n gnral miafoitunc will hspiien in the cowsc of the jmif if 
the t^iis are not severed at one blow. The nxeu are after* 
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ward* kiiSe*!. and their flesh li eaten t>>' the ehiern Here 
the leare &f the oxen, like those of the hiirn.vi vicliina 
amortgat the Khonds and the Aileca* art probably a witi- 
cliarm* Wc have already seen that the virtue of.the eem- 
spirit, embodied in animal form, is sotnetiiises supposetl to 
t« 5 iac in Lhe tall, and tliai the Iasi handful «f corn fs sonte* 
timet coflccivifd as the tali of the rJom spirit.* in (he 
Mithraic religion this conception is graphissilly set forth in 
some of the numerous sctilptures which reptwenl Mithrw 
ktioelitig on the back of a bull and ijlunging a knife tnW ita 
fl.i7ik ; for oti certain <if tbs3C monuments the tail of the 
bull emU In three alallfsi of corn, and in one of them corn* 
sulks instead of blood arc fiecti issuing from the wmind 
inUklcd by the krtife,* Such rcprcficnutions certainty 
suggest that the bull, whose sacrifice ap|)cara to have 

rormed a leading featiftc in the Mitliraic ritual, waa con¬ 
ceived, in one at least of its aspects, as an incarnation of 
the coni'Spirit 

Still fnorc clwHy di >£3 the wst ^ ^ peisomncjitiur^ 

□f the coni-ipiric In a eemnany wJiich Is in nlf the 

provinces iuid tlifttricU nf Chinn to welcome the appro^h cf 
On tlie first dny of spring, uamlly on the tliirf or 
fuiirth of Fehruiiry'. which Is aLsfi the beginning of the Chinese 
New Yeari the- governor nr prefect of the cUy goes In ptnees.^ 
won to the cast gate of the Kity, and sacrifices to the Divine 
J^usbandman, who b repre^^fitetl with a buiVs head on the 
b<Kiy of a man. A Urge effigy of an ox, cow* or bulfiilo 
been prepared for the occasion, and inlands outsiiie of the 
KWt gale, with p^ricullnral implements beside it. The 
figure 15 made of difieTcntly-colourcd pieces of paper [lasted 
On a framework either by a blind man or accofdirig to tlie 
directions of a necrom sneer, 'Hie colouia iri the paj^r 
prognoatJeate the cfLiractcr of the coming year i if I'ed 
prevaUsv llierc whl be many firrai if white, tlierc 
floods arid rain; and so with the other colowm. The 
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maiidafins inilk «tawly nuincl ihe ox, Ixsting il ««verel>- at 
each stq^with nxis of vatjoU» hifiM. It » fillifd with Hve 
kiniJs ol grain, which pwir r&flh wiien tlic etTitjy is iird<en 
by tht! blawK of the rads. The fupcr fTagmenb, »»e then 
set on fire, and a scnunhlc txko |ilaco t‘Of the buflling Irsg' 
menu, because the people believe that wtir/cver j{et» one of 
them is sure to be rortonate thrDUgJntut the year. A live 
bufTatri is ncxl killed, and Its flesh b divided Amoni; (be 
mandArins. Acconling' to one account, the efligy of the OX 
b made of eby, and, after being beaten by iltc governor, is 
atoned by the irtxyjlc till they break it in pieces, “fTSm 
which they expect an abundani year,*'* But the ceremony 
varies somewhat pi the different provincesi. According tn 
Btiotiicr accQont the effigy of the oovr* made of earthenware, 
with gilded horns, is bomc fn ptocemiiioB, and b of such 
colossal dimensions that forty or fifty meo can hanily carry 
it Behind this inomstroos cow walks a l»y with one fool 
shod and the other bare, penmiiifying (he Genius of IndU'itry. 
Me beats the effigy with a rod, as If to dritre it forward, A 
gieat many little day cows are arterward* taken out of the 
large one and dbtributed among the people. Birth the big 
cow and the lillTc ones are then broken in pieces, and tlic 
people lalce the sheids home with them in order to grim! 
them to (lowder and strew the [xittder on their fields, for 
they lliink thus to secure a plentiful harrasL* In the cities 
nearest to Wrihaiwcl, fn northern Oiinfl,thc cerernotiyof “ the 
Beginning of Spring" fs * moveaWc teafit.which (all* usually 
in the first mootL The local mflgbtratc and hb attendants 
go in pfoceisitifi to tlie cajttcro suburb* of the city to * meet 
Ihe Spring," A great pasteboard effigy of an ox 1* carried 
in the procession, tf*gctbef with anotiier fraslebc^rd Image 
of a mail called Mang^Shen, “who represents mihcf the 
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lypsiral E>x-<irivcf fir plnughmrui or the of Agriculmrc;" 
On the return of the proce-aion to the court, 

tiiut dignitary hiiiisnir nnd Uh principal eoli^ Ei4;ut^ heat anri 
prod iJjc pk^^toboard <w with wand*, after whu:h*thK ofFiKy 
is buiTt(?d along with the image of \Li atteniiani* The 
coSours and appanid of dse two corre.sjwnni ivilh the 

rorccasLt of the Chinese aJnianack* Thuv if the bead of the 
ox Is ydlow^ the summer will be vcriy holt if it 
the *pfini^ will be skfcly; £f it ia red, there will be a 
drought y if it is black* there will be mtieh rain; if it is 
wnite, there will be high winds* If Mang'Shen wesifs a hut. 
the year iviEI \x: dry ; If he is bafeheatJed, It will be fwiny; 
and so on w'ilh the other articles of his appareh Bciides 
the pasteboard ox a rninialure ox maLcIn of cl tty is also 
stip|>osed lo be providetL^ In Chinese the erremnny is 
called inrfltferentJy *^beatmp the ox^' and ''beating the 
spring*'' which seems to prove that the ox is identified wfth 
the vernal enorgiq* of rattire, We may suppewe that origin¬ 
ally the ox which figures in the nte wats a living wlmal, but 
ever since the beginning of our cni, %vhen the custom first 
nppea^f^ in history* k has been an effigy of lerra-cpEta or 
pasteboard To this day the Chitiese calendar devotes a 
page td a picture of" the ox of spring with Mang* the 
tutelar)' geulus of springs standing beside it and grasping a 
wlllijw-btjugh, wltil which he la about to Imat the animat for 
the purpi>&e of stimulaling its reproductive virtue* In one 
forrn of thh Chinese custom ihe corn-spirit appears to be 
plainly reprowiitcd by the com-fit led ox, whose fragtnefiis 
may therefore be supposed to bring fertility wkli them. We 
may compare the Silesian cuHtntn of burning the effigy of 
Dealb, scrambling for the burning fragracjns> and burying 
them in the field* tu secure a good emp^ and the Floreniine 
of rawing ihe Old Woinan and Bcrembling for the 
dried fnilbi with which she wm filled-" ISoth these custijms. 
like their Chinese counterpart* are observed in spring. 

The practice of beating an csrlhcfiivare or p^^steboard 
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images of axx i>k Iit spring ifr not cotifiiiijd Iw China pTOpc?r» 
but seerTir^to lie spread in ihc east of Asia* for ejc- 

ampl’Ci it has but'fi ftconJcdi at Kst^hgut iiaiiiJ in Annanih 
Thus 0 E^cnch Imvcllcf has descriitod huw at Kasligarp Kp^jIw 
on the rhhd of Fcbntiio" lQs>3. a tnandanrit dad In his 
finest robes and bonw: in a magnificenl palimqtiin, coriduft^d 
^tcmnly thmugh I he streets the paatdMrd image of att ox^ 
saerft! animal devoted to the ddt)' of spring who gives 
life to the fields. It ia Uius carried to some distance ouwide 
of the town, on the eaaterri side:* The offtcial who iscta as 
pontifT cDereinonfnusly affera food and libations to it in ordtr 
to obtain a fruhrul yearp and nest day it is derrioiiished by 
the laahes of a whip*"* Again^ in Annam* evtny year at 
the appmftch M spring the Oc|iartrnient of Rites publishes 
fn^tnicrions to the pnovlnclal govemurs as to the fnanner in 
which the festival of the inaiiEumtion of ifpring is lo be •celft’ 
bnitetL Among the tndlsj'Krnsable features of the Fe^itrvaJ 
are the figures of an ox and its warder made of terra-cotta, 

TJie attitudes of the two and the colours to be applied to 
them arc carcfwlEy prescribed every year in the Chinese 
cateudar. I*opu1ur opinion attributes to the colour of ihe ox 
and the accoutrement of jis warder* who U called Mnng 
Than^ a ceitiun influence on the crops of the yeari a green* 
ycHoWf a Eld black buffalo prognti^ticates on nbinidant hui vest; 
a rod or while butTalo foretells wretdicd tnof>» and great 
droughts or Tiurricanei. If jMapg Thsn represented w'car- 
jny a Targe hat* tlic year will be r?ilE>y i if on the other hand 
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he Ifl b^rehiaikd, hnft bunch droiighU iie to be feared 
the pubik crcdiilily gm M hr ^ to draw geod m edi 
omens from the chccrrMljifc.i or il] humour whkh may be 
detocie*! ofl the of the WJtnlef of Uie Orf Having 

been duly prepared In accordaiicn with the direettons of the 
ftlmanockt the ox and Ibt Warder are carried in pTOceiir™^ 
foltwed by the mandariftSi and the iHfOfdei ta ihc altar cif 
Sprme, which ts lisuaJJy to be found in «ver>* ptnvinebj 
capital. There the piovindal go^’emor offcti frtiil^ flowers* 
aud tocenJie to the Gciduj of Spring {Xv^m J, and gold 
and silver paper rnmiey are bnmt on the altar in pnoftHiiiKt 
I^tiy the ox and his wirdcr are buried Sn a spot which ha* 
been Indicated by a geomancerj U is intct«ling to observe 
that the three eohiufi^ of the ox which are taken to prx^- 
DOstkatn good eropst to wit. greem yeUoWp and black* are 
preci-Mjly tJie cotourv which the ancients attrlbated to Dcmetcr> 
the g^aides* of tJic com,* 

Jmam\ The great importance winch ihe Chincso attach to the 

AiMmvrwa pcrfornianoe of iltes for the fertility of the ground i* prwed 
by an atidcJit ctutom whiLh is. or was Ull lately* observed 
eveo" jrear iu spring. On an app>ini<\l day the emperor 
’ hinneJf, aitendcd by the highest dignltarios of the state, 
guides with hh own h»ind tlic oXHlrawn ptotigh down 
«cvEsraJ furrenvs and scatters the seed trt a tacred netdp or 
"(kid of God" a* it la called, the iwoduce of which is 
aflerwards exammed from time to time with anxious care 
by the Governin’ of Peking, draw# ofweiiii from the 
apiwarance of the can 5 it i* a very hxppy oinen if lie 
ihnuld charter to find thlrtcfcn ears gmwlog on one stalk 
To prepare hlm*«lf for the ceiebtUttiL^n of lids soknm rile 
ihiC emperor is expect^ to fast ant! remain coitUneiil for 
three day# prcvinnsly, and the prince* and manclii-riti# who 
accompany him to lire fieid are bound to slmiljir 

restrict ton*. The com grown on the holy field which tym 
thus been plotigbcd by the lm|»Tial handv Is collected En 
yellow suck* and stored in a *|»echd gratinry to be used bj' the 
emperor m certain 'solemn ssicrificw which he offcri to the god 
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Chan T1 and to hia own anccsloni. In the provinces of 
China thif season of pkfUfihing i# sininarly inatiguratcd by 
the prtn-iticial governor* as reprcsdntBtivea of (he tmpernr.’ 

The *i^n^cd field, Of ■* field of God,' in which the empertir 
of China thus cercmohliilJy oitcns the ploitghirifi for the ycatr, cbn™ 
and of ivhlch the produce ia employed in sacrifice, remintU 
us of the Raiian plain at Elcusis, in which a sacred ploughirg imi rim 
aitnilarly took jiiace every year, and of wiiich the produce 
in llSfiC fiiHrfjntSr tlcvotcd to s^iicflficc^^ FiinliiCT'i, it 
the lUtle metal riec-fidda on which the Kayans of ctnt^ 

Homco tnAUgurate Ltic v^iotu otM:r»tlon4 of tJw agricnlturial 
year hy perfbrroujg thcai In mmtamre." Ai I have lUfeady 
pohited out, alL inch oonsccrAted crtclos tires were probably 
h criem what wc tnaiy call spirhuat presences, that 
patdsB of gmund vshlch men Mt ftpan for the c^cluaive use 
of the com^spirEt to coii.^oJc him for ihc tleprcdiiij'ons they 
commhtisi en *11 the rest of hii domains, Agwhi, the i^lc 
of fasting *nil conttcitiice obiterved by the Bihimstot of China 
and hia an gnat colleagina befeitt: th*y put their Jtaneb to the 
plough re^inhlefl the ftlmiTar customi of abstinence practised 
by many savages as a pfcparatioii for engaging in the variouii 
labours of the fidd.* 


S tlu [IMt, n* 

Thitil [Luwlnia^ 174*!; 

tL ije-t4JI [ tTiw, CAiJitrin 

tfuk It- 3 h 

tir*r, k it<s- 

11 ^ Crnijmn /If ¥ 

rinel, iramkiwi Ja™ 

Part a, rJk fJ At tSjrrw^ ¥ 
Iht Tiel. JcitiLi Oitfords iS^SJi 

pp 3|J4 Jij|r, r In fRWtlJt fthc llnl 

luiiiitb ol" ifirifig] tt» ifcaiva 

(U) fbt itr>**Fi ta <>«l r^r a 
■roo 4 wr 1 flad Hrnwraidu* 

The Irrt ecrtiuEiciir'a ib< 
imKHi trivial; nrflh t\iw 

hamile «iiil iln*™ of |lJoi*gh m m 
cirrlHice, iwlWJ] Ov min-it- 

■jiEn b l» iW OCPilfHuT aart lti< 
i^xlvrr hit EhiW ilntnl 

ninlirifiil^ fain niwff high 

Hfillc^JUlLk I'lJiijJi'Hlt ill 

wilb itmir mra hiafviU Iw | 4 ot»flh lie 
flalil of Tlw KW uf JlwLTm 

Uiim Ibtea ^bllawn^ af il» 


^anl oitablwt Fiw. *ii4 tbr wl«!J 
lutii^itrn inil firadtl prinoH nliw. 
W|ic4 EhT7 tciurEi, Liiet m hu 
liaftii a mfi k ilia grort rtwinlttr, all 
llu Tatutn bfittg In iltE3;iitalU» nP biv 
anJ ibc C>ml ciffam, uul * IMak 

Uilf cup of ^™i1^ ih*r " 1ft 

1I1K manlh Oifl Tatustirt of hetWi 
rhtwwl anil of tht eWiti simrTuL 

HcatW asTHl «4lh «Jf tti iMPl1^lft^imlt 
AW W *ti4 

w," vtin Mkcil^ oT ■ dar 

tptLng ana iJrti OMion are Jr 

cm|i4«H:Uw H taCPffifaai. Sath c^tr- 
hmrrtiiTM ajR Ilfiari ^4 » RUltUBCt Cl 
ttur gnat lumjmfte* *aul ltirar»a3S¥ M. 
tbft TRV>p<t iCKirml fitf U^t cf^JmEicn 

t\tt% ikBigii*Ll lo pfcrtjfjic r[Utlllt|r. 
Sai TTtf p. 7 > 

■ ^ iWo^ |T(i ?*. inS- 

* 5i» ahprtip J* '•Jri 

• to abova^s p|iL 94 . 
fU 105 


4 


i« DK/TfSS OF r£CS7'^trlO// AS chxw. 

TiitmxJ- On the whote we may contlude thAt boUi flis n 

gcnit ^nd A» a tnjW iJtonyju* wu enwrriliaUy a. vtecia- 

tion. TItc Chinese Jrtd Kumpean cuituma whMi I hare 
uUho'a clied* may perhap* died Ughr on ih< ciat«m •f renduig 
a live bull or goat at die rite* of Diowysiui The animal 
WA£ torn in fragmenta* ai the KhnntJ victim was cut in 
piecca. in ortler that iho worshippers mtglil each *ccu« a 
(toriion of the JJfe^ivjng nnd ferttlwing iitflucnce of the god. 
The flesh was eaten raw as a saCfanuiiil, and we nmy con¬ 
jecture that some of It was taken home to be btiHetl In the 
flails, or otherwise employed w tu to convey to the fruits of 
the earth the quickening influence of the god of I'egrtation. 
TIm: resurrection of UionysuSi related In his myth, may have 
been enacted in hia rites by sturting and setting up the slain 
ad was done at tlie Athenian bonphsfda^ 


^ 3 , Darntfr^ th* (nfii iht Hft-jt 

jUhmHsuca Paaiiing next to the corO-goddevs Demeter, and itrmem- 
oTth^tsi i^'njT ih&t in EuTopean folk-lore the pig is a eammoii 
l>wtcr. etabodinient of the corn-stifrit** we may now awk whether 
the pig, which was so closely associated with Demeter, may 
not have been Originally the goddess hcnelf in animal fo™ ? 
The pig was sacred to her;* in art she was portrayed 
cany'tng or accompanied by a pig:* and the pig was 
regularly ascdficcd in her myslerJcs, the reason assigned 
being lint the pTg injums the cont ami b therefore an 
enemy of the ^des*.* But afrer an animal has been 
conceived a* n god, or a god as an aniinid. It is^mctimcs 
hapjiena, n* wo have scert, that the god slough* off hta 
animal form und bceomea purely anthmpomorphicy »im 1 
that then the wiimnl, wliieh at flisi )uul b«n >lBii] in the 
character of the god, comes to be vfowxd as a victim offered 
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lo the gwt Oil tile gittuti<l of its IJtxtUitjf lo the tleily | in 
sljort. the g(xJ ia sacrificed to himself oti (he RTOtind that 
he w hi» own eT^c^^5^ Thi* hap|)cn«l to DionyHo^i' and 
it nifty (uv^ hflppcnod to Dcmcirr alK^ Ami in fact the fTpisii* 
rites of one of her festivals, the 1 hcsnmphoriji, bear ottt the Ttet- 
view that oriBinaJly the pig w-u an emboditnenl of the >mvi^ 
eotn-goddess henseJf, either Demctcf or her daughter and 
double Pcntcphanic. The Attic TlieamOfjhoriA ww no 
aultinin festival, celebrated by women alone in October* 
and appciiR to hnve rcjurfescnted with tnoorniiig fites the 
descent of Pcrscpliooc (or Dcmcter)* into the Itwner worlil, 
and with |oy her retum from the dead,* flcnce the name 
Dcscicnl or Ascent vaiienuly applied to the firtL and the 
name Ba^igtHgig (fair-bom) appJitd to ibc thitil day of the 
fcativaL Sow from an old scholium on Lijetan* we initti 
some details alMnut the mode of celebrating the Ihea- 
tnophorla, wliiidi shed importftot light on die patl of the 
festival called the rJescent or the Ascent The scholiast 
telii us that it sms customary at the Thcatnophoria to throw 
pigs, cakes- of dough, atui branches of pine-trOeJ into " the 
ebaaou of tJcmeier and I'eraephooe," which appear to have 
been sacml caverns Or vaults* In thee cavern* or vaults 
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ihtfB Wife iJiid to be wrpcntJtt which giia reled the cflvt^ 
jeitd cuimummi most of the flush of the plg» anil Joti£liHcakc* 
which were thrown in. Afterwards—apparently at < 1 ie next 
aimual festival'—the ticci>*cd reiiiains of ihe pi^, the dlee*, 
and the pine - branches were fetched by women cal led 
* drnwets," who, after observing rules of ceremoTiial puiity 
for three days, descended inm the caverns, and. frighloiing 
away the serpents by clapping their liatida, breught up tlw 
remains and pliiced tbem on the altar. Whoever gm a 
niece of the decayed flesh and cahea, and wjwrd it with the 
3 «d»coro In his Bold, was believed to be sure of a good Crop 
With the feeding of the serpents in the vaHlts b>* the 
Tr« mtirtd wiJtneil we may compare an ancient Italian cKoaL At 
«tsmi •• LBHuviitm A wrruciU bved Iti a uicred cave wllhin a grove 
of Juna. On ccitiin appointed days a luimbcr of holy 
maidens, with thdr eyes bandaged, entered the grove 
carrying cak«a of burky In their hatids^ l.ed, as it was 
believed, by the divine spirit, llicy walked stiaight to the 
serpent's den anil offered him the cake*. If they were 
chaste, the serpent are the cakes, the parents of the girls 
rejtdced, and fanttera iirognostiCJalerl an ahundsnt harvest. 
But if the girl* were unchaste, the serpent left lire cake* 
nniasted. and ants came and erttmWed ihe rejected viands 
and so removed them bit by bit from the iacr^ grove, 
thereby purifying the hallowed ipot from the stain It had 
contraeled by die ptesenre of a deflled maidett* 

To explain the rude and andcnt ritual of the rhcsnin- 
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pHoHa the foUowing legend wa* told. At the inoment when lfe»t 
I'luto cftrrfetJ off PcfWphonc, ii swincheitl dtllnl Hiibuleua 
chanced to he herding hJs swine on the spat, and hU herd 
WA?) enpulffi in the chium down which PJuto mnlshcd with 
PerKcphonc. Accordinflly *1 the Thesinophbrtk pit;!* 
anniinlly thrown Into cavern* to comineincrate the dit- 
eppearartcc of the swine of i£uhn!ctis.* It fniiowt from thii 
that the cajitin^ of the pig# intn the vaults at the I ties- 
mophoria fftTmcd part nf dramatic repmcntaliott of 
I’erscphonc’i descent intn the lower worid ; and a» no (ttiiiip! 
of Pcritcphoiie appears to have been thrown in, wc may infer 
that the dtsceiii of the pips was not so much an ivccompnnl* 
ment of her descent aa the descent itself, in short, that the 
pigs were T'ensephont Afterward* when f’trvi7(dmiie or 
DemcCer (for the two are equivaient) took nn human form, 
a mtson iind to be found frit the custont of throwing pf(n» 
into caverns at her festival; and t!ib was done by saying 
that when ?Uito carried mT i'ersephonc, there happened to 
be some swine browsing near, which were swallowed up 
alung ivith her. The stoo* “ obvioaaty a forced and 
awkward attempt to bridge over the gutf between the old 
conception of the coro^spirit as a pig and the new conception 
of her as an miithmporaofphic goddess, A trace of the older 
conception survived in tlic legend thai when the sad raolhcr 
waa aearthing foi traces of the vanished t’enei'hooe, the 
footprints ol the lost one w'ere obliterated by tlvc fooiprinta 
of a pig 5 * originaJty, we may conjecture, the footprlnla of 
the pig were the footprints of J’ertiiphone and of ticmctcr 
her»lf A conjcJOiuaess of liu? intimate connexion of the 
pig with tile corn lurks In the legend ibai the iwinclmrd 
Eubuleu* wa* a brother of TriploicnniJ. to whom Ucmcler 
first imparled the weret of the Mrii. Indeed. acasrdinB t® 
nne vetslno of the story. Eobuteu* himself received, jointly 
with hi* brrrther TrJptolcaius. the gift of the com from 
Demeter as a (ewanJ for revealing to her tJie faic of Perse- 
phoat* Further, it b to be noted that at liie Thtsmoidioria 
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the wamcn appear to have eaten srfine’s flfslL 1 he meal, 
if I am tiRht. must have btscil a wkmtl Mcrnjncfll or com¬ 
munion, the wtiiuhippcn partaking of the bculy of the god. 

An thus explained, the Thcunophuria has Jft analogies 
in the folh-^tnms of Notihm'n SuTOpe which hnve been 
already described. Just ai at the Th«mcpphorta—aw autumn 
festival in honour of the ctim-gwldjaa—* wine's flesh was 
partly eaten, partly kept lit caverns till the following yeati 
when it wai tnkcti op t* be sown with the Mcd-eom In the 
fckls for the porjxrsc of securing a good crop; *o in the 
neighbourhood of Grenoble the goal killed on the harvest* 
field is partly eaten at the harvest -supper, partly pick led 
and kept till the next harvest ;* so at PouilJy the ox kiUiid 
on the harvest-neld ti partly eaten by the harvesters, partly 
pickled and kept till the first day of sowing in spring,’ 
prohiibly to be then mixed with the seed, or eaten by Uie 
ploughmen, or Iwth; ao at Udvarhcly the feathun of the 
cock which lx killed in the last sheaf at han-est sine kept 
till spring, *nd then sown with the seed on the field ; * so in 
Hevtc and McjiiitiKen the fletli of pigs is catett on Ash 
Wednesday or Cftodtcmas, and the bones are kepi till 
sowln^tuar, when they are pm Into the field sown or mixed 
with the swd In the h^ ! * so, lastly, the corn from the last 
Hheafiskept Uli Chrlstmoa, made into the Yule Itoar, and 
aftenmirds biukcn and mixed with the seedi'corn at sowing 
in spring' Thus, to put It gener,dly. the com-splrit is 
killed in Animiil form in autumn; part of his flesh U eaten 
ns a uicjimicnt by his vftwihipjiers * and fmrt of it is kept 
till next sowingrtifOc t-r harvest as a pledge and security for 
the omitintiance or renewal of the eom-spirilla eiicrgiea. 
Whether in Uic IntcrvHl between auiumn and spring he Ta 
cOTiccived as dead, nr whellwr, like tho ox in Uie haapkenta, 
he is siippcMcd to eome to life again iinmodlaldy after being 
killed. Is not dear. At llw Ibeatnophoria. according to 
Clcincnt smd Pausani». a» eramnJod by Lobcck/ the pigs 


s ScktAiHI Frrgit 

JJ*- 

* AIhstu VOL L PL 

* t jir 

4 toL L ^ 

^ Ati»f!. 1 * 1 , L fk 


i Alpiwt, L pp^ 

In Oru»i Al«tiEiiJrlit 
ii ttt Sif 

i|| f lipajJ |i>WI 

T]M Lw TurniAaikm ii« 
u* ibdvt. fs tS 


r 


THE PiG AND TflE NOASS 


It 


wcfE Ihrtnvn in alive, ami were 4 U]){wnl lo reappear at the 
Te^tival ofnhc following year, I J«r, iherefore. if we accept 
IjobcckV emendattoTiSi the ewn-»plrti ii conceived a* alive 
throiighoiit'thc year j he lives and work* Uivder ground, but 
j# brought up cAcb niiluintfi to be teiicwifdi and then rcjilaoed 
in h» iutrtciTanean abodt' 

If pcrwuiB offMtidioua tattcshould obicct that the Greek# 

Oliver could have conuivod UeinCler mud Peraephone to be nmn^n-bi 
emboilkd in the fonn of ptfis, It ni«y be aniweted that In the 
cave of lliigmlia in Arendfathc Hlack fAcineler was [joniaycd 
with the head and mane of a horse on the bcMly of a ttoman * 

Between the portrart of a goddess as a pigi and the porttail of 
her aa a wninan with a honeys bead, iheie is little to choose 
In m(tect of barbnrisnu The legend told of the PHlgalian 
ttcmclcr tpdictttca that the horse was one of the Biiiroa! 
forms assumed in ancient Greece, as in nifiderii Europe,* by 
the com>spirtt. It was said that in her seareh for her 
daughter, Demetef assuinod tl»e ftirm of a toaie to escape 
the addresses of Poseidon, and that, oITendcd at hit Impot- 
tuntty. she withdrew in dudgeon to a cave not far (rom 
Ptugnlla in the highlands of Western Arcadis- The way 
cavrni, now turned into ■ little Christian chafid with its 
holy pkiurM, Is still shewn to the curiou* traveller far down 
the side of that profound ravine thrcBJgh which the brawling 
Keda winds undef overhattgjne woods to the sea. There, 
robed in blaek, she tarried so tong that the fruits of the earth 
were perishing, and mankind wnuld have died of famine if 
Pan Ivui not soothed ttie angry goddess and perstMirfcd her to 
rprit the cavn. In memory of this even!, the Phigallans set 
up an linage of the Black Dcmcter in the cavu ; It represented 
a woman dresied in a long rtjbe:, with the head and mane of 
a horit* The Block Dcnictcr, in whose absence the fnilts 
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12 D£/TiMS OF VEGSTAT/ON AS A*^IMAlS cmaw, 

of Ulc <3Jth iwmh, fa plfliiUjf ^ mythical cxprcs^ron for the 
bsire wmtr>‘ earth atripj^ of lU suitimcr mantle af greop. 


I 3 . Adems, ntmi tfif Pig 

Passings now to Attii and Adonis, we may note a few 
facts which soem to shew that these dcities of vegetation 
had ulfto. like other dcitites of ihe saiw ciasa, their animal 
embodiraent& The worthiiiijcra of Attfa alsstafned from 
eating the 6cdh of swine^ This appears to indicaic chat Uie 
was rcgactiti;! as an emhodiment of Attlsi, And the 
legend that Attfa wait killed by a boar* points m the itaiiic 
dir^tiDn^ For after the examples of the gorit Dionysus and 
liw pig Derneter it may almost bo laid down as a rule that 
ail anim^ which fa said to have injured a god was origiTialiy 
the god himselt Pefhajis the erj* of ** Hyes Altcs 1 Hyes 
Attes 1 “ * whieh was raisi^ by the worshippers of Attfa^ may 
be nesthei inore nor lesa thiui Pig Attis I Pig Altis I ' 
being possibly a Phrygian fiimi of the Greek *" a pigJ 
In regard to Adonfa, hfa ccnnexion with the boar was 
not always explained by the story that he had been kttled hy 
Llic animal * According to another slnry* a boar rent with his 
tusk the ^:^a^k of the in which the infant Adonis was 
bam.^ According to yet another story, he perished flt the 
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hands of Hctiligu!) 4 ui oa Mount LulMnnii wJiik Iir was huiittni^ 
wild boatsf llieSE vaHatJoti* jfi ihc IcljenU serve to stww 
that, while the toiinexioii of tlw boar willi Atlonw was 
certain, Ihe* reasoti of the eptntesion wm not unUersload, 
and thsl wnscriunilly rliffcretit sloriis) were devis.^ lo 
cxt>hiin it. Cettainix the nig nuked M a sacrwl nnlmal 
among the Syrians. M tlie gitat (eh’gious BUtnnmlis of 
Hierapolis on the EnpHiatcs pigs wem neither sacriEced nnr 
csterl, and if A man louthtrd a pig be was wnclewi for tlic test 
of the day Some people isaid this was became the pig* 

(in clean ; others saitl ft was tjccmrie the pig* were sacred. 
This difTerenceof opinion poiiili la a hajty stntc of teUgiom 
thought in which the idea* of sniictlty and midcanma* arc 
not yet sharply dislingimhcd. both being hlcni in a sort nf 
vapOKJiis solutton to which we give the nnine of taboo. U 
la quite consiatcfit with this that the pig should iu*vc been 
held to be an embodiment of the divine Adonis, and the 
analogies of Dionysus and Demetcj make it proliftWc that 
the story of the hostiUty of the animat to the god was 
only u late misApprehciision of ihe old view of the god as 
embodied in A pig. The mic that plg> were not sacitBccd 
Of calcn hy w-otshtpiicrs of Atli* and prestim.tbly of Adonis, 
dnea not exclude the possibility ihai in tlnoe rituais the 
pig filain on occasion* a* ^ r^prcsculative of 

tire god and consumed sacrojnijfltally l>y the worahippeti 
Indeed, the sacramciilat kilting and eating of an animal 
jmjdiea tlrat the animal is sacred, and that, as a general 
rule. It is spared.' 

The attlimie of the Jews to the pig «tw as ambigooua ^ 
that of tfic heathen Syriftni towards the same ariimal. The 
Greric! could not decide whether the Jew* worshipped awine 
or abofniuated Urem.* On the one hand they might not eat 
swine; hut oo die other hand they might not kill them. 
And if the former rule Sfieaks for the imdeannct*. the latter 
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*4 DEITIES OF VEGSTATtOy AS 4JVAtf/fUr «»*» 

speskfi still mort strotiijly for llic sHcictity of tlie animal 
I*or whcreaa both rules may, aod one rule must, bC explained 
on tirt suppoallimt that the pig was sacred j neither rule 
must, and one rule cannot, be explained on ilie^supposition 
tiiat the pig was unclean. If, therefore, we prefer the 
former suppositiem, we must conclude that, orijrinally at 
least, the pig was rewcretl rather than abhorred by the 
Israelites. We are ccnifirmed in this opinion by obsterving 
that down to die time of iwiiih some of Utc Jews used to 
4pcct secretly in gardens to cat the flesh Of swine anti mice 
as a fuligious fitt‘ Dotibdew this was a very ancient cere, 
mony, dating from a litne when both the pig and the mouse 
were venerated as divine, and when their nosh was partaken 
of sacramentally ott fare and smlernn occasiont as liie body 
and blood of gnds. And in general it may be said llat all 
so-called tmclcan antiiuls were originally sacred ; the reason 
for not eating them was that they were divine. 


I Ottfit, tiu Pig and t/et BuU 

AiiUnUpcii In anctent tigypt, within historical times, the pig 
occupied the same duhlouv p^'tton as in Syria and 
Paleatinc, though at first sight its uiicleanneu is iimre 
prominent than its sanctity, ‘nic Egypttatis are generally 
said by Greek writers to have abhorred the pig as a foul and 
loathsome anfrual.* If a man so much as touched a pig in 
passing, he steppctl into the river with all his clothes on, to 
wash off the taint* To drink pig's milk was believed lo 
eauM* leprosy to the drinker.* Swineherds, though natives 
of Egypt, were forbidden to enter any temple, and they were 
the only men who were thus excluded. Ifo oiw would give 
hill daughter m marriage to a swineherd, or marry a swine- 
Iietrfa (inughter ; the swiitciterds married among themselvci.* 
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Yet once a year the Egyptlaiij^ mcrificed pigs Ui the (noon Ahnaai 
and to Oskis, and not only sacrificed tliem, but ate of their 
flesh, lhoiii}!i on any otlnrr day of the year Uicy wtnitd sj>t|m gsil 
neither aarfifiee them nor taste of ihdr fledt. Tltosc who * 
were too [loor to offer a pig on this day baked cakes of 
dough, and offered ihetn iiitlead,^ l*his can hardly be 
explained except by the supposition that the pig was a 
sacied atiintal which %ras cAten sacraiucnlolly by bis 
wonhipiNtra once a year. 

The i;icw that in Egypt the pig wai sacred is beriig j*^**^"*^ 
out by die very facts which, to mwierns* might ieem 
prove the contraty. Thin the Egypliiins thought, as 
wc have seen, that to drink pig's milk ptoduced leprotiy, 
iiui exactly analogous vkwa arc held by savages idmut 
the animals and plants which they dctm most hciciL 
Thus in the island of Wetar (between New Guinea and 
Celebes) people belies themselves to I* variously dtwended 
from wild pigs, serpents, crocodiles, turtles, dogs, and ceis} m 
man may not eat att animal of the kiml front whicJi he is 
descended ; if he dews «. be will Iwcome a leper, and go 
mad.* Amongst the Ottraha Indians of North America nwn 
whose totem is the elk, believe that if they ate the (icih 
of ihe male elk tbej- would brcidt out in boils and white 
spou in difTerent pMTs of their bodies,* in tile Mine 
tribe men whose tutem Is the red moiie, tliink that if 
they otc red maiee they would have running sores all round 
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^ OMfr/ES OF i'SOEr^rfOJ^ AS AWMjtLS cJtAj-, 

(heir rooutha.' The Btish negroes of Surinam, who practiM 
totemism. believe that if they nte the fd/nif (an imlinnl like 
a^ pig) It would give them leprosy;' perhap? the oi/iWi 
b one of Hicif tOletOB, Tlic Syrinns, in anftcluity, wlio 
«teemed foh sacred, thought that if they ate fish their 
bodies wouid break out in ulcers, and their feet and 
stomach wouiii swell up,* Tim Nyanja-speaking tribes of 
Ceirntd Angouiland, in Urilisb Central Africa, believe that if 
ft pemon eats his tolemle animal, hi* body will break pm in 
pjiols. The cure for this eruption of the sidn b to bat lie the 
body in a dccoctitm made from the bone of the animnl, the 
eating of which cause*! the nuJudy.^ Tim Wagogo of 
Geriliati East Africa Imagine thiil the sin of eating the 
lotemiu animal is visited not on dm sinner himself but on 
his tnnocoa kiiufolk. Thus when Uicy see a child with a 
scald head, they say at uime that Its rmher has Imen eating 
his totem nnd that Is why the i«or child has scabs on its 
pate.* Annmg the Waheh^ anotbtr tribe of Gentian East 
Africa, a iniin who sufTexi from scab or other skin disease 
will often set the trouble down to his having unwittingly 
paruken of hi* totem ic uniimO,* Sitnilariy among the 
VVaheia, aimther tribe of the same regioji, if a matt lulls or 
cals the totemic animal of hla clati, he is supposed to surtier 
fixim an eruption of the skin.’' In like inaniicr the Bantu 
tribes of Kavirotido, in Central Africa, hold that tlm eating 
of the totem produce* * sci'cre cutaneous eruption, which 
can howuvef be cured by intsing an erttiact of ceiuin 
herb* with the fat of a blnek ox and rubbing the body of the 
soflierer nit ovw with tlw mUture,* The Cliasas pf Orissa 
believe that if they were to Injure I heir totemic animal, they 
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would be by leprosy and their tints would die out’ 

These cKihnplca prove Lbat the eallrit; of a sacred animal 
is oflen believed to produce lepros)’ or other akiu•disease*; 
so far, ihcAsfore, they 4«p|JOrt the view Uiat the pig must 
have been sacred In Eg>'pt, since the cfTcct of drinking its 
milk wa* believed to be leprosy. Such faticies may perhaps 
have been sometimes aupgested by llie obiervatic-n that the 
eating of setni-putrM flesh, to which some savages are 
addicted, is apt to be followed by efut>tiuna on the sfctn. 

Indeed, many modem aulhoritirs attribute leprcxsy to thj^ 
cRUj^^ particularty to tltc crating of half rotten fish- Jt 
seems not impossible that the abhorrence which the Hebrews 
entertained of leprosy, and the iiaiMS which they took to 
seclude leiwrs from the ctnnmuniiy, may have been based on 
tcligioos as well as on purely sanitury grounds; they may 
have imagined ibnl the tlisfiguremeitt of the sufTcrets was a 
penalty which they had incurred by some infracllon of 
taboo. Certainly we read in the Old Totniiieiit of cants, of 
leprosy which the hiatoriaii regarded as the direct conse¬ 
quence of sin* 

Again, the rule that, after toudJiufi a pifi. a imh had to 
wash himself and his clothes, also favours the view of the 
sanctity of the pig- l ot it »* coinmoti belief that the 
clTicct of ooiiittct with a sacred object must be remuved, by diu-EB-on 
washing or otherwise, befoit a mnii is fr« to mingle with 
his fellows. Thus the Jews wash their handi after reading himm* 
(he sacred scriptures. Before coming forth from the t«b«r- 
naela after tite Bin-ofTcring, the high prl«t had to wash 
himself, Qi'd put off the garmentB which he had wwi in the 
holy place.* It was a nile «f Greek riwil lhat, in onenng 
an expiatory sacrifice, the saeriRcer should not touch the 
sacrifice, and that, after the f>ffcring was made, he must wash 
hU budy and hb clothes in a river or spring hrfbfie he COUid 
enter a city Or hi* own houst^ Tlic I’arjas, a small tribe of 


.4nn«r. II. PfV» jftiltia m t'-ya 

Cartw lAKnlutMil, t»7l. i*. l*- 

* s *- ^71 * PiiBttidfi 

ini 


• K^rVtRi »tL x| 

■ mi1ilF)rf}^i ii- 44- 

Fw tluiBrid iW Jfwnli mibpla I im 
IfitMiM tJti inv frintl W. Kv4i«flMH 
C«PHfirif hh ^ fit 

fip. iSfs 426 . 456 Hft 


J 


I 


S3 DElTieS OF VMCBTATIQF AS kiiap. 


the Central Provinces in liidi«* arc dK^ided int& clans which 
have for tlicir respccilve loicms the tijjw* the Wrioise, the 
goat, a big Usaftl^ a dove^ and so on. If a man nKseidfsntally 
kills Uls tolctnle animah'‘the earthen eoDking-^te of his 
Itousehold are Uirown awa/, the clothes are washed^ and the 
hauiic is piiri5cd with water in which the bark of the mango 
or jiUttMH tree {Bttgfitia Jitmhdttuia) has been steeped. 1 his 
ii itt sign of nteurtiing, as it is thought that such an act 
will bring mlirortiioe.”' tf a Cbndwar of the CenUaJ 
f rovlnce* wito has the pig for his totem shouid even see a 
pig killed by aojacbody dse, be will throw avray the houses 
hold crockBiy and dean ibe Iroeac as if on the death of 
a member of his fkniii>^* Tltc Polyneidans felt strongly 
the need of ritiding tbemadves of the sacfcd contagion, tf H 
may be no callcii, which they cimghi by touching sacted 
objects. Various ceromonicswere perfonned for the purpose 
of removing thb contagion. W'e have seen, for example, 
how in Tonga a raim whrr happened to touch a sacred cbief, 
or anything personally belongiirg to him, luuJ to peribna a 
certain ecfcmony bdbto he could feed bimadf witli his 
banils i ottierW'ioc il wa* beJitrved that he would swell up 
and <lic, or at tesut be afRtcted with scrofula or some other 
dbease.* Wc have seen, too, wbtt fatal effects are supposed 
to fisllnw, and do actually follow, from contact wttll a ncred 
object In New inland.* In short, primitive man bcUcve!i 
that what b sacred ia dangerous. It {a pervaded by a sort of 
electrical sanctity which contmtuitcotes a shock to, even if It 
docs not hitt, whatever outics In contact with iL lienee 
the saviage is unwilling to touch or even to see that which 
he deems peculiarly holy. Thus Bechuanas, of the Croco¬ 
dile clan, think it baleful and unlucky ** to meet or ue a 
crncodilc; the sight Is thought to cartm infJamniatioti of the 
eyes Yet the crocodile is their most sacred object; lhe>' 
call it their father, swenr by it, and alebnite It In their 
festtvoli.* Hie goat is the sacred animal of the Madenossana 
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BuilliRicii; ycl " t* lt»l* uprm it wttulil be lt> fttider the mun 
for the tiiftc itnptin;. as wdl m to cause him untJcIjiHjd un- 
eownwji." ‘ I The Elk clau* amoua the Omnlui Intiions, 
believe iliaf even to tiHich the male elk ufouJd be followed 
by «u CTupiit^rt of iKiils ami white spots on the bodv-* 
Members of the Reptile cbil in the same tribe think that If 
one of them tuudies or smells a snake, it will make his hair 
white.* In Samoa [icnple whnw god was a buttetfly he- 
Ueved that if they caught a butterfly il utJiild strike them 
dead.* Again, in Samoa the rediltsh^seared leava of tli» 
batiana-trec were commonly ii&ed as plates for handing food ; 
but if any member of the Wild figeon family hail u«d 
banana Icavea for this pnrpiswjt was supjioaed that he would 
sufler from rheum a tie sU'clUngs Of an eruption nil ovcrlhe 
body like chicken-pox.* The Mori clan of the Hhil* in 
Central India worehip the peacock as thdi lotem and make 
uflcriiigs of grain to it’, yet members of the clan believe that 
were they even to set foot on the tracha of a peacock they 
would afterwards suffer from Some disease, and if a woman 
sees a peacock she must veil her face and look away* Thus 
the primitive mind seems to conceive of hollntsri as a sort of 
dangerous virus, which a prudent mnn wilt shim as far as 
possible, and of which. If he should chance to be infected 
by it, he will carefully disinfect himself by «omc form of 
pniificilion. 

In the light of these pamllcls the belief? and cuitoms nf 
the Egyptians toucliing the pig ore pitdably to be explained 
as based upon an opiniMi of the extreme oanctRy ratlicr 
than of the extreme uneleanncss of the animal; nr rather, to quiwHfa 
put it more coneetty, they imply that the animal was looked 
im. not simply M a fillhy and disgusting creatwt, but a» a ^as- 
being endowed with high supcTualiifal pQwct^ and that a* "• 
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aucli it W 3 J with that prImiHvc sentimsnt gt 

rclii^Dtui awe arid fear m ^vlikh llie fctlimgy of reAr^^nce and 
a1}ht>rren« are almost ei^iialljr blended Tfcie anfrients rhem- 
^eiR li> have been aware Llitat Llieie was another side 
tlie hofmr with which swine itcefnefl ta inspire the 
E^yjjlianft. For the Greek nautuioiiier and matbeititilician 
EudOKus, who mUitd fauttcen months in and con- 

vtrwd with the prlesu/ was td opinion tliat the Ej[;ypEiftns 
the pig, not mi of abhoitence;, but fitotn a irgard to 
utUlty in agrlctilture; for,, aecoriling to him, when the 
Ndt had subnidetl, henls of ^wine ivctt turned Joose over Uw 
Bcld> to tread the iced down into tlie rnol^i earth-* But 
when a bdng IS thus the object of niised and iiiiplkltly con- 
tradktoiy feciinp, he may be said to tpccopj^ a poitlicm of 
un;ftabic eqiiiltbfium, Jn course of lime one of the con^ 
tradktory feelings b likely to prevmt over the other, and 
ftccorditig as Uie failing which RiiaUy jwinJoini nates U ihai 
of rcvemtce or mbhorrence* llie being who is the object of il 
will il<»e into a god or link Into » ilml llw lailefi on the 
whole, wm the fntcof the pig in Egy|5t Fw in historical 
t^mes the fear and horror of the pig s^ui eertairtty to has^e 
outwdghcit the RFVererioe and wotihip of which he may 
once have been the object, and of w'hitiht ^v*en in his fallen 
state, he never quite imi tmct He cume to be tooked errt 
as an emlKxIiinciit of Set or Tj^phrm^ the Egyptian devil 
and enemy of Qsiiis. For it was in ihe shape of a black pig 
that Typhon injured the eye of ihe god Horusi who burned 
him and instituted the sacrifice of the pig, the sun-god Ra 
having declared the beast abomin-jhlc;.* Agaln^ the ^Wry 
that Typliijn was hunting a bew when he discovered and 
mangted the body of OairtB, ind that thin was the reason why 
pigs were sacrificed once a year,* is dearly a modemUed version 
of an oUlcr sttjry that OairtsJIke Adonis and Attis^waw slain 
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Of fiiftpiglcd by ft Ih^f, fs^r by Tjrpbofi in ibc foriHi of ^ boaf, 

Tliiis, the JiJiptial sacrifice o( a pijj to f^irin cftifihi fuitiiraUy 
be interpret^ a* vettg-ennee on tJic ho^ititc aftimaJ that 

Usitl Aiain cjt^naJiglcd the gtxl Dai, in tiic first fjIaciV'^beo 
an animal is thm kiUed as a solemn ijucrifice Once and once 
only in the yftitft ll gciterally or always means that the aniitioJ 
U d^*iJlc^ tiiat he $9 spared and rraj^ected the refit of Die year 
as a god and ilain^ when he ia slniiip nlso in the character of 
a god.’ in the second pkee, the eitamples of Dlmiysits and 
tkmeterJfTicjl of Attis and Adonb^Iiuvc lawght us that th^, 
dtifmal which is aJicTificed to a god on the ground Diat he is 
the gtid'fi enemy may liavc bcerij and probably was, orlglnaUy 
Ihe gial bimwJt Thetefore, the atiRual lacrifice of a pig to 
O^liis, coupled with the allied hosiflity of Uic atibnal to the 
godi tcndi to shew, first, that originally the pig was a god, 
ancL f«ond. that he was Osiris. At a later age. when Osiris 
became anthrofKHtinr|ihlt and kh origlnai relntioti to the 
pig had bran forgotten, the atiimal was first distinguished 
from him* and aflcrwards opposed as an enemy to him by 
mythologiala who could thinh of no reason fnr killing a 
beast in connei^ion with the worship of a god except that 
the bcaiit was the gfjds enemy ; or, as Tlmarch puts it, not 
that which Is dear to the gods, but that whkh Is the con* 
tr^iry. w fit to be sacffficetl* At this later stage the havoc Thi- 
wliich a wild tioar notoriously makes amongst the com would 
supply a plaustble reason for regarding him as the fee 
of the corn^pirit, though originally, If 1 am Kght. the veiy ^ n^jd^ 
frccdofn with which the boor ranged at will through the 
corn led pcpfdc to identify him with the com^spiril^ to noipfUMj. 
whom he was flllermards opposed as an enemy. 

Af the deprofiatiDOi conrmitted by wild swine oit tins 
growing cno|>s in countries where these crealnTes iboumt are jatLui.i 
necesifflrily unfamiliar to most EngUih rcadeft. it may be 
well to illustrate them hy examples. Thus, for instaucc. boumcm 
in Falcitinc the wild boar ’*b cagEfiy chased and ilestToyed 
on account of the frightlul ravages It makes among the 
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DEITTES OF i'S^FTAT/0?f AS ANIAfAlS «nA(-. 

i»op9^ Not only Joes It davour any fruilis wiibio reach, 
cut in R Rinsle m«Iit l«irty of witd boars wHl upreiot a 
whole field, and destroy tlie husbaitdman's h^« fcr the 
year, Ttw itlaceb lliey liavc to froquetn nr^ the reedy 
tnarihrt and UikkcU by rivers >iod [:iJres. and they swann 
in the thicket* nil (dong the hanks of the Jordan from 
Jericho to tlie l^ke of Gcnnesarci. From there fastTiesres, 
whence neither drtg iiwr mao esn dliiadgc them, they oinke 
nightly foray* itpi>n the corO'hclds and root^rops of the 
wiliagcn, returning at daybreak to their coverut. About 
Jcriclui they are eapecjtlly dcslnietive, and when the barley 
crop b ripening, the busbaridittco have to keep ulphtty watch 
to drive them away, Tlieif presence can always be detected 
by the crashing rtoito thuy make in forcing thdr i,vay throuj^ 
the thicket?, when the men fire, guid«J by the sotinci.*'^ 
Wild pigs are the special cncmlea of thn crops In South 
Africa; the fencea cuiistruclod by the Zulus mum! liietr 
gardens arc mafnty deelgtwd U> *guhisl the devastat¬ 

ing depredation* of there brutes, though poreuiwocs, baboons 
hippopotamiiKJ, and clcjiKanbi also make iiavoc of the 01* 
grain. Sometimes wnall huts are erected on platfurm* in 
the gtttdcns.and In there huts watchers are ret to scare away 
the nociumal invaders' So tn British Ctaitral Africa taitinds 
are posted day and night in huts labedon platfrum* to protect 
the ronbe fields from the Inroads of baboons and fif wild pip, 
vrtiicli are stUi more destructive than the babooru,, fiir they 
grub tip the plants as uelj as devour the grain; and Hie 
Watchers drum cjonilnually on any itietal they have at haitJ 
to keep the mamuiicTS at bay* (tt the ItlBUd of Slav whole 
fields are aometime* trampled, down by there pests botaccil 
sunset and sunriic. Often the stillness of tbe serene equa¬ 
torial lught » broken by the strident crie» of the watclicr* 
of llic fields I the snuiiil goes echoing through the w«nted 
valleys for a tong time, and here and there a dull grunting 
telle that the elToru of the sentinels have not Ireen in vain.' 
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Irt Kotthcm Luion, of ill? I^hiljpplne ArchlpclpigQ^ rkc*^ 
fidldia m itknSIdfEy cxjiouTd to the dcpn^J^tiom of wild 
hogs^ and watijicrt fcmniTi on gunrd day and night io oul- 
\ook% Aomctir^ca in comintJiiimiSi imiqtuies of alan? croctwl 
for the purpose* who bum fires ai tiigbt lo frighten ih? 

away-^ At the t>cgttin[iig of tlicit Jinniial agrictil- 
turttl lrf>oiiTs the Bau^iTrt of Cambodia fimy to Ying-Seri that 
he would be pleased to give ilicin plenty of tiee mui eo pre¬ 
vent the wild boats from il up* Ifi Gayo^lemd^ a 

duitnet of SumaiTU, the worisii ememies of the riee crop^ arc 
wild swine and field mice; the whole of itie harvest It some- ^ 
times destroyed by thetr inroad a ^ Among the Kai of 

Cermnn New Giiinen people who are engaged In the hlmit 
ofilic fields will on no account cat pork. The reason ia 
ihftt pigs* both wild and tame, urc the mosl dangcpput focui 
of tlic crops ; therefore it seems cknr to the mind of the 
Kai th^l If a field labourer were to eat pork* the flesh of the 
dead pig in his stomacli would attmet the living pigs Into 
the fielii* Perfiapi this siixicniTltionj bnsed on the pfinciple 
of s>'mpathct[C magic, may explain the aversion to pork 
which was eiiicrtafried by some of the agricultural pcuples 
of the Easicm Mediterranean in ant Equity* 

To jjcopk thus familiarised with the ravages of wild boat? Tiw ^ 
among the ripe crops the idea might naturally preicnE itself 
that the animal is dthcr the enemy of tlic com god or per- 
Imps the corn-god himself come in peraon to cniciy hi* own toiSliSN 
despite all tlic ciTurls of tnankind to keep him out of his 
rights, Hence wc can understand how an agricultural ^ti^mdirur 
people Jike tJie ancient T;g>'ptlan» may have idenrified 
the w'lld boar cither with thdr corn god Osina Or with hh 
enemy Typbom The view which idctiiific* tl»c p^g with 
' Osiris detiwes nnt a little fluptwl from the sacrifice of 
pig?i to him on the very day on whichp according to 
tradirion, Osiris hiniHctf was killed;* for thus the killing 
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of the pig W45 Ihc annua .1 represetimtlon af the kilUng o1 
O^irKJuit llie throwing of the mlo thecavefn^f at the 

Thcsniophona waii ma annual repre&enlatjon cjf tlic descent ol 
i^erACfjhonc Into Uwr lovref world * and bnt^ eu.^toms arc 
prtmUcl to the European ftructiee of killing a goat, eoek* tind 
fiiitb, at liars'ejit iw a repreaentative of the com-spirit. 

Again, Ihe lliewry timt the pig* ofigJnall}^ Osiris bJmseir, 
aflerwanla came to be regardcil as an cinhodimcnt of his 
enemy Typhon, U supported by the similar retalion of red* 
haired men and red ojtejf to Typhon. For in regard to the 
red-haired men who were burtted and whose aaltes were 
sratLered wilh winnowln^-rans. vrt have seen fair 
believing that originally, tike the red-haSred ptipplca kiUiid 
ftt Rome rn springy thc>' were representatives of the torn- 
spirit himself, that U^ of O-tlrH and were slain for ihc exprcs^i 
purpose of making the com turn red or Eotckii-* Vet it 
a later lime thew: men were explained to be repre^tcntativcs.^ 
not of Oiiiriv, but of his enemy Typhon,^ and the killing of 
them was fcgardec! aa an act of vengeance Inflkted on the 
enemy of the god SimilarlyH ihcr red oiten sacrificed by the 
Egyptians were said to be ofTered on ihe ground of iJidr 
resemblance to Typhen;* though it is more likely that 
originally they were slain on the ground of their resemblance 
to the com-^irit Osfria. We have $cen that the ox 1$ a 
common reprewmiative nf the com-spirit and b abin as such 
on the harvest-field. 

Osiris was regularly jdcntifii^ with the bull Apis of 
Memphis and the hull of HclIopoUs.^ Hui it is hard 
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,)( 0S/XJS, TUB ftO AND THE BViJ, 3i 

to say whether these biUJs were embodiments of him as the 
corn-spirit, al the ted oxen appear to have been, or whether 
Ihey wdro HoLin origin entirely diilitici deities who omic to 
be fused iiilh^Osiris at a later time. The iinivcrsality of tlie 
worship of thew two bulb’ seems to put than on a different 
fuoU'og from the orditiary sacred anitnab whoac worship* were 
mirtly IncaL Hctcc if the tatter were evolved from tote™. 

B« they may have been, some othtr origin would have to ^ 
found for tlw warship of Apb and Mntvis. If thc^ bulla 
were not originally embrxHinetits of the com-BOct OsirU, th^^ 
may possibly Iw descendants of the sacred callb worahippra 
by a pastoral peopla.* If tlds were so, ancient Egypt would 
extiibsE ^ of thiec great type? of religion 

su,>ers(itioii enfrespondiae to three great stages of 
Totctnbm. which may lie roughly described as a secies of ,i« 
superstitious respect (»I.J to wild animals and pbnta by many ^ 
tribes in the hunting stage of society, would be repented by 
the worship of the local sacred aiiitnals; the worship ^ cattle, 
which belong# to society in the pastoral stage, would be repre* 
sentrd by the culU of Api# and Mnevis ; and ihe worship ^ 
cultivateiJ plants, which b peculiar to society in the aF^^l* 
tuml stage, would be reitresented fay the religion or Oains 
and tsis. The Egyptian reverence for cows, which were 
never kfUed.* might belong either to lire second or lire third 
of these stages. The consecratioii of cows to Isis, who waa 
portrayed with cow's bores* amJ may have been suppoBcd to 
be incarnate in the animal*, would indicaie Uial tirey, like 
the red oxen, were embodlnicnla of the corn-spiriL llow- 
tt'cr, this Identification of with the cow, like t nil o wtit 
with the bulls Apl* and Mnevis, may b« cmly an effect of 
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syncftti^ But whaitvcr the ongiDiil relatlfin of Apj» U> 
Omiis tnfly liiivc been I there is one fset flbuuf the lortner 
tvhich ouffht not to be passed over in a dtfli|u||itioH on the 
custnin ol killing a (jod Although the bill Api# was 
wordiippcti as a god with much pomp and profoimd revet- 
ence, he was not -itjfrcrcd to live l^yond a certain length of 
time ivhkh was pie«:ribcd by liic sacred books, and on the 
expiry of which he was drowned ii> a holy spring.* ITie 
limit, accotdinjf to riutareh, was twenty-nve yearshut it 
^cannot alwayn have been enibreed, for the tombs of the Af»s 
bulls have been diwovered in modem tiniea, and from the 
tnscriplions on tlicin it appeara that in the twenty-second 
dynasty two of the holy itcers lived more than twenty-sirs 
year*.* 

To prevent misutidcrstandings it may be wdl to add 
that w'hal I haw just said #s !P the stratification of three 
l^at tjTXts of religieti or supetxtitioit corrESponding to three 
('Teat types of society » not meant to sketch, even Iti outline* 
the evolution of religion a* a whole I by no means wish 
to suggest that the fevetence for wild animals and plflttts, 
the reverence for domestic cattle, and the reverence for 
cultivated plants ore the only forms of fclipon o* super¬ 
stition which prevail at the conesponding stages of social 
development: all that 1 desire to convey is that they ace 
characteristic of these stages* nssjicctively. The elements 
which niakfi up any religious system are far too tiumemu* 
and their intciaetion far too complex t« be arlcqualely 
flutnmed up in a few simple formuJai To mention only 
a single factor of which f have taken no account in 
indicating roughly a certain correspondence between the 
strata of religion and of society, the fear of the spirits of the 
dead appears to fiave been one of the most powerful fftCtora* 
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perhaps, indeed, tlw most piwearfiil of till, in ahuplng l!ie 
course of rclif;iiiu± evolution aT ^vay aUye of social dei'clojj- 
ment fmin tke lowest to the highest; and for that very 
le^iiion it is ritt apcaally charactcrUtic of sny one forta nf 
sodeiy. And the throe types of relJESon or Mipcistltlon 
which I have Bclectcd u> characteristic of three otugcn of 
society arc far from being atriclly Umited each to its cojte- 
sponditig step in the social todflcr. Fw eaainple, aitiiough 
lotetniam, or a pwticabr species of revetence paid by 
groiips of men to uiW nnimaJs and planli, probably always, 
originated in the hunting stage of society, it by no 
means been confined to that primitive phase of huoiWt 
dcvcluptneni but has often survived not only into tho 
l»storal hut into tlie agrfaulhiral stage, aj, we may see for 
example by the case of many tribes in Africa, India, and 
America I and it seems libely that a nimilar overlapping of 
the varimis Atmia lakes place in evttfy instance. l*t elmtt, 
we cannot really dissect the history' of maiiltfnd W it were 
with a bnife into a sci ics of neat aectintis each sharply inaihed 
olTfrutn nil the rest by a texture and colour of its own; We 
may indeed do so theoretically for the convenience of ex¬ 
position. but practically the tcxlineB interim*, the coloura 
melt and run into each oilier by insensible gradation* that 
defy Uic edge «f the finest instrument of anal>Tii* which we 
can apply to them. It ta a mere truism to lay that tl»e 
abstract goncraUsaliotis of science can upter adflfuately 
comprehend all the particulars of cmicitte reality. The 
facts nf nature will alivajn burst the oanow bnmls of 

human theories. ^ _ 

Before <|uilUng this part of our subject it may be we I 
to nitutiatc by one or two caamples the reTcrence which Di,i*ior 
primitive pastoral trib« pay to their cattle^ sine*, m I tmvc ***> 
juit iiwHcatcd, the worship of sacred hull* by the aitcient 
Egyptians, like the modem Hindoo worship of cows, may 
very well h.-ive been directly derived from a similar rest»cl 
mid liy tlicir remote ancestors to their cattle A good 
inatance ts lupplterl by the Duifca, a la^ catil^btetding 
tribe, or rather nation, of the White Mile. ** Every idea 
and thought of the Dinka.^ say* SAweinfurth, “is bow to 
acquire ami maintain cattle! a kind of reverence would 
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fis/r/ss or yffcsTAr/ojir as yi,v/,(M£5 chap. 

ttcm 1o be iwJd to tlKfn: even <hdr ofTal ia cetiild^ of 
hieb fiTiiKjfUncc: the dung, which b burnt to for 

ulceping in und for smearing their person^ the «rme, 
vpbicli is used for wjishing and *s * sMbitituft for Sait, are 
their dully rc(ttiisit«, U must be owned that it b hard 
TO reconeJie this tatter usage with otir idnw of ekanllncsa. 
A cow b never slaughtered, but wtien sick it is segregated 
fo.,n the rest, aitd carcfLttjr tended in the iatfiC huts budt for 
th^5 pujptise. Only Ui^l die caturajly OT by an accident 
^ HTC used as food At) this, which exisu umong most of the 
lUtstoral tribes of Alriea, may perchance apficar to be a 
Urtgering remnant of an ejfptodcd cattic-w«f»hlp; but ! may 
draw Bttentkin to the fact that the Dinka are by no m&itrt 
disinclined to partake of atiy feast of their flesh, pTovided 
that the slaughtered animal was not their own property. It 
UthUJi mom ihe deliglit of actual possession, than any super- 
stittoua esUtnatev that makes the cow to them an ohjeel 
of teve«n«. Indcseribable is the grief when either death 
Of rapine lias robbed e Omka of his cat tle, fte is ^^epared 
to redeem tlidf loss by the licavjest sacrifices, for they are 
dearer to him than wife or child- A dead cow is not, 
however, wantonly buried ; the negro is not sentimental 
enough for that: suth an nccurrenoe is soon bniitcd abroad, 
and the rieiglibonra institute a carousal, which i* quite an 
epoch in their monotonous lift The bereaved owner himself 
u, hnwever. too much afUicted at the loss to foe able to 
touch E morsd of the carcaa* of his departed hotst. Not 
unfrequcntly in their sorrow the Dfoku remain for days 
silent and abstracted, at though Ihdr trouble were too heavy 
for them to beat,"* A rich Dinha. will sometimes keep a 
favourite o>t anti tiiat It with such marks of respect that an 
ulmervef has compared the animal to the Apis of the 
ancient Eg^’plians. ** Here and there,'* we are told. ** beside 
the hui <if 1 wealthy negro h set up a great withered 
tree. From its boughs hong vesscb containing food and 
pcrtupi ttophtes of war; to its trunk is fostettod the 
great drum which 'suitimona to war or to the 

dance. To this tree, scpiratcd fiom the real of the cattle, 
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ts icthcrcd a ptat hi ox. It h of n colour {wssme 
into a slflty on the shoulders and l<=e» = Sw h^E homa 
ace artificially bent lO opposite aides and ado^ with 
bunches of hair: the tuft of the tiUl is cut off. ’nus is tlw 
the Apis of the nefira His niasttfT, who has sinfik-d 
)iim out from his youth for his colour arid cerium marts, hna 
cherish«l and t««d him In ord« that he may one day be 
his pride in the ej'c» of lh= vill&Re. He has yeldcd hm, 
adorned him. trained him to walk at the head of tiic honJ, 
to dance, and to fight His mM is always tui 
his tenderest attention ; he never falls to hrinfj him a^bundle 
of the fin«t herbs; if he can procure a 1«IJ, he hangs it 
round the animars neck ; and at evening, Jf he has milk or 
enough for guwts, the drum U beaten to stunmon the 
youth to come and dance rowiid the deified ox, 

AB*in. speaking of the Nuehr. another paslonjl ‘nbe of 
the Upper Nile, a imvcUcr tells US that *' as among tlic Dmka. ^ 
40 among the Nuehr-negroes the cattle enjoy » tesp«t, * 
indeed we may say n veneration, which reminds Us of the 
animal worship of the ancient Egyptians, esficeially of t ^ 
of the holy steer Apis, though the reaptet may he grounded 
on the simple fact that cattle are the only 
ni%ioes. The largest and handsomest bull i* the ki^w of 
the herd ; he is decked with bunches of hair and sr^ll bcl^ 
marked out from the rest in meiy way. aiid re^cd as 
guardian genius of the herd as well 
loss is the grcatcfit misfortune that can tefall 'i** 
night his master du\*ei the animal round the herd, couched 
abmt the smoky fire, and sing* of his bcanty and coiiruge 
while the bull signifies Id* oontenlment by a 
bwirg. To him his tuas(« every morning wmimls tw nrro. 
in order that he may guide them to the ^ 
guard them from danger; Jn him he ^eres his 
that is besmiful and strong ; nay he designates h-m the 
4ume name which he appUa to his ow'n dim ^nceidion of a 
Supreme tWng. and to the thunder. 
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I 5 . Vii^iux HMd iF/mr 

We ar^ now in n po^itiott to hatJiitl <i cAijecture as to 
the mtaning^ of the tnidUion lhat Virhiu^ the nf the 
lilvine King^ of the Wood at Anda^ had been killed hi the 
rhamcler of Hippotytu^ by hoTi&c^i.* Mavirtp found, first, 
that spirits of the com are not infrcrtwetitiy irprcscnt^ in ihe 
fortn of horses ;" ar>d^ second^ tliat the Atiima! which in Tiitcr 
fegentfa ia said to have Snjnied the god w^s so/netlnies 
originalJy the god himself, we may cofij<?cttJTe that ihc 
honK3 by which Virbins or HipjMilyliis wmn said to h^ve been 
dam were really embodiments of him hs a licity of vegetation. 
The myih that he had been killed by horses was pmbably 
invented to cscpiam certain features in hit worsbipi amongst 
others the custom of estchiding horaefi from his Fiacred grove 
For mych changes while custom remrdn^s cousiatil; mei3 
consmne to do what their fathers did before them^ though 
the rftiisons un which their fathers acted have been long 
forgotten- The history of religion is a tong attempt to 
reconcile old cimom with nc¥v reason, to find abound theory 
for an abitird pr;actke In the ca.%e before tis may E>c 
sure that the myth h more modem riiaii the custom and by 
IK) means represents the orjgInaJ reason for c)ec I tiding horses 
Ftons the gnovt Frota tlidr exclusion It tuight be inferred 
that hnnjes oouTd not be the sacred animals or embodiment* 
of the god or the grot'e. Hut the infereticc would be ra^itiL 


The goat iva* at one time a ^crc4l anima^l or embodiment 
of AUiem, is ntay be inferred fiom the practice ofreprcwstit- 
ing the goddess clad In a gost-^ktn Wt the goat was 
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tieillicr sacrificed to her 33 ^ rule, dor aHowc^d *t> < 5 nlcr her 
great saneEu[try, tlio Acropolis at Athene. The reason xoto^rim 
alleged for this wTis tfsflE ihe goat idjtirciJ the olii^, Uie 
saered trM of Alhcnit* So far. therefore, the relaiion of * 
the goat of Athena b parahel to the relation of the horse 
to Vijrbiaa, both anlniab being excluded from the sanCttiaT^-^ 
on tlic ground of itijuify done tiy ihem to the gocL But 
from Varro hc learn thM there was an txccinion lo the 
rule widch excluded the goal from the Acropolis* Once- a 
year, he say$, the goat was driven on to the Acropolis for fib 
neccssaty fiacriSec:* as has been itanaiked befor^j 

when an aJilmal is saoificed once and once nnly in the yeart 
It U probably sUtin, not as a victim oflered to the fod, hut 
aa a represbntalive of the gml himself Therefore ive may 
Infer that if a goal was ^atrificcd cm the Acroi^otis once a 
year^ it was sacrificed In the chanicler nf Athena herself;* 
and it ntay be conjcetiiied tJiat the skin of the sacrificed 
animal was placed on the Ktatue of the goddesa and formed 
the which wfiuhi thus be renewed imnitiilly. SiniLlarly 
at Thebes m Egypt rams were sacred and were not saoi- 
heed. But on one day in the year a ram was kilted, and 
it* skin was placed on the statue of the god Atnmna* Now^ 
if wx knew the ritual of the Aridan grove betler* we might 
find that the rule of exdudirtg hufses from it, like the role 
of excluding go^ts from the AcfopnUs at Athens, was 
subject to an annuid exception, a horse being emw a year 
taken into the grove and sacrifi«d as an embodinutrit of the 
god Virbiua,* By the u^uaJ misunclcistartding the horse 


1 AliiniuttU, yi. p. $^7 Ar 

Iliojf, A'ac Ifiii. *Hi O^fetipar^ 

W- ICubcilfi^B ^Quth, in 

NiAih tUliUcjiti arikSc 
" mi. ^ *15- 

■ V«Jru. /b fuihfnAt L a- 19 
I nitmw /^tx* 4^kr^S$ rit 

Kirw ad 

Itj ¥imfi 

Vftm; J7ix«Tii Ptiit^a fear. 

* I'lat riHTS uf lloia tiifctfll'"™ 'll 
grcaitf « 3 Wh*tl* if Mt 4 eiiiw)r^-:lT b 
mlmzt which \ |»<J wh-a t 

wrote ihb b«a A pnAi 

■nri^ked to Imun^niwi Arittiii* at hat 
ieiuvjii iTiiiHwj: tin ^iiiioniA. { Llctycbim, 


i mrswje lin. BekWi 
Awtaikm p, 445 r 

AaIIk |ilis:mri>pbB AiuimktuiiJ ^ vudti- 
vj en ilw AcfttpcJUi ^ Ailiw 

L sj, 7 ^ ki mrm* ihol 

rhff ^1 MfnAecd mmt « ^ tlie 

Acro^ii «M wmi^ad li> Irtt in4 noi 
to Aihrfti- u» hittPuA Etittl^n 

of TAr G^n 

* I ICIIHlfrfU-l, Tl 4 a* 

» n k irurflh iMCiitC TUlipnlytDi^ 
wUh mhma wm icblUlfiniU b 

mUX U^tiAn hartt* tn AnfiU 

Lpf*fc#i tthi* hm If^ die 

4ad iVisBmnmt^ iL 37 , 4 ). 


^nnlsii 
« Inn* ni 

IH' 


|X £}E/r/MS OF m^FTA T/ON AS AA/MhlS CiiAr. 

thus hilled would coitin lit time to be teg^rdHi as an enemy^ 
ofiTored up \n sacrilic'e to the |[tid wh^iti he iml like 

the |iig which lacrific^ tp Demcter ami 0«ins of the 
gPAt which waft ucnficcd to Diotiysua^ atitr possibly to 
AUieiisL [t b 40 easy tor a writw to recoid a nile without 
nfitkiag an tKeeptipo that we need not wonder at finding 
the nilc of she Arldan grove ivconled without any mention 
of an exception aodi m I suppose. If we had had only the 
statements of Athenaeum ai^d Pliny* we should have known 
-only the role whidt forbade the iacrifice of goats to Athenii 
and excluded them fwom the ActopoliSi without being aware 
of the jmpartant exception which the fortunate |>rescrvation 
of V^aiTD^s work haa reified to us. 

The con^ture thai once a year a horse may hikvt been 
ucriliced in the Arician grove aa a representative of the 
deity of the grove derive# some support from the simliar 
aacriificc of a hone whitl:i took place once a year at Rcimo. 
On the (Ifteenth of October iri each year a cliiLriot-raco wai 
run on the Field of Mars. Stabbed with a spear* the rights 
hand horse of the victorious tearn was then sacrificed to 

for the purpose of ensuring good cropi and its head 
was cut oiT and arlorned with a string of loaves Thcrcu^ioEi 
the mhabiunts of two wards—the Sacred Way and the 
Subura^contended with each other ivho should get the 
head. If the people of the Sacred Way got It* they fastened 
k lo a vraJI of the kfng^s bouse \ tf the people of the Subutn 
got it* they fastened it to the Manilllaji lower, Tiie 
hor^^a tail was cut off and carried to die klng'^i bouse with 
such speed that the blood dripped on the hearth of the 
house.^ Further* it appears that the blood of ihe horse was 
caught and prcser\-cd dlf the twenly-first of April, whet) the 
Vestal virgins mlxeil it mth the blood of the unlKn-n calv^ 
which had been sacrificed six days before; The mixtufe 
WM then distributed to shepheftk, and used by them for 
fumigating their Ecx:W 

* ml. C.O. Malltf, f|it i^s. 
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In this oercmonjr the dcronitifin of the hf>r3c*s head* 
with a srrii'rlf of loaves^ and the al]eg;fcd ohjeci of the aacdiice^ ferT«in 
{]anicJ>\ to procure a good harvciitj seem to Indicate that loTanifw 
the hor^ woa killed as one of those animal rtpresctiiatives 
of the corn spii'il of which wc have found so many examples. 

The custom of cutting off tlic horse's tail is like the African 
custom of cutting off the uils of the oxen and ^enticing them 
to obtain a good crop.’ In both the Roman and the African 
custom the animal appf^rently stands for ihecom-spirit^ and 
its rructJiyitig power m supposed to i*csido eflpcdally* In its* 
tail. The Ihttor Idea occurSg as we liave secn^ in iLUropcan 
foJk^lorcL* Again, the practice of fumigating the cattle In 
spring with Uie blood of the horse may be compared with 
the practice of gh'Jog the Old WifCj the Matdenp or tjie 
sheaf ba fodder lo Ulc hor^ In sprit:^ or tbe entile 
At Chniitmas, and giving the Yule Boar to the ploughing 
oxen or horse* to eat in ipfifig/ AU these tiaages aim at 
ettsuring the blcAsing of the com-spifit on tlie homcslcad 
And its inmates and storing it up for anoth^rr year. 

The Human sacrifice of the October hoi** as Jt was 
called, carriiis us back to the early ds> s when the Subura, 
afterwards A Inw and squalid quartef of the great mctropoJiii 
was still a K{)arate village* whose inhabitants engaged in a 
friendly CDtUCit on the han'cit-field with thdr neighbours ^ 

of Homct *hcfi a little rtiral town. The Field of Mats on ^OtWUEH 
which the ceremony took place tay beside the Tiber, and 
formed part of the kiitgV domain down to tlic aboUdun 
of the monarchy. Ft?r tiadition ran that at the lime 
when tbe last of the kings was driven from Koine, the 
corn stood ripe for the sickle on the crow*n Lmdn beside the 
river; but no orte would cal tbe acciirscil grain and il wai 
flung into ihe river In such heaps that, the water bring low 
with the summer heat, it formed the niideut of an bUtnd.* 
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The horse wxrifice was Uius an qld aulumti custom obscn'cd 
upon the kiii^^4 caiti’-fieJds at the end of Lbe hSrii'eat The 
Ull and blood of the btJrAe^ as the dtief pjxb* of tlic com* 
tpiiif'a fe(ife«nlatlvc^ were tukcji Eo tlie kirig‘fi KoiuiC aud 
kepi there- juil as m Germany tlw hairvc*t-tock is nailed 
ofi ihe gable or over ihe door of the farmhottse ; luid m llte 
)a.vt sbeaf» in tfic fotTii of the Malrlen, In carried homt and 
kept over the hnrptaoe iti the f-iighlAfiiJs of Scotland^ Tbui^ 
the blriling of the eom-iplril was brought to the king^js 
^ tiouie and hearth and, through thenip to the cofnmunity o\ 
which he was the head. Similarly In the iprlng and 
autiiiun cuntoins of Nortlitm li^uiopc the Maypnik Kimc^ 
times tet up in front of the hc^u^ of tJic mayor or bur£{>- 
tnasterp am! the bit ihcaf at harvest brought to him ^ 
the head of tht village. But while the tail and blond fell to 
the kingf the nelghbouKng village of the Subura, which no 
doubt once bad a limiUr cerctnony of tbt ois-ti, was jgratihed 
by being d lowed to compete for the priie of the horde's 
head. The Mamilian tnwer, to which the Suburans nailed 
the bone's bcjwl ivhen succeeded In cairj'ing It offl 
ap[>ccir» to have bern a pcel'^towcr or keep of ihc old 
Mamiliaji family, the mn^eiitcs of the village-^ The 
ceremony thus performed on the king's field^i and at his 
house on behalf of the whole town and of the nelgjiibounng 
villnge presupposes a time when each township perforTned a 
simiEaf oerentouy on its own fields. In ihe rutnJ di^icts 
of Ijidiiiii iliE villages may haiiXt corElimied to observe the 
custom, each on its own land^ long after the Roman hairdets 
bod n^efgoi! ihdr scfianiiEe harvcsl-liomes hi the eo 1110100 
celebration on tlic king^s lands. There la nn lelriasle 
improbability in the luppusition that Qie saerc'd gtove of 
Arieia, like the Field nf Mani at Rotuc^ inay have been the 
scene of a coniiniiii : iirvpst CdebraLlon, at which a hof^e waj 
fucrificed wiili the rude rilci uii betinlf of the ncjgh- 

boirring villagsiv The horic would rcpfciieitt Ibe fmctifying 
tphii both of Uic tree and of the com, for the two ld»i cnek 
into each oUter, as we wk fn eu. 4 tumA like the Harv-est^May. 

tioweveTp it sliouid be buTur hi infrui that ihe evidmiee 
for thus Intertmilni; 4he relation of burses to Vixbius ts 

^ Ffamti aI CL Oi Sliltbr^ p|it 131* 
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Exceedinfily slm^dfif’p Mnd that ttc castom of excluding 
hwrses fronf the sajcred AricfftT^ gr^ve muy hfiive been 
billed on so rtf e otlicf siificnitkioiiia mritive which entirely 
{^scapes U&, At the city of Laly^Uii In ]thr>dc:» there titu a 
of Alectronfik one of the daughterB of the Siirtp 
into which no horsey uss^ mulE, or beast of burdKi of nny 
kind inight enter. Any person who broke tlwj law by tnlro- 
dticing one of tl^esc animals into the holy precinct* hud to 
purify the place by a sacrifice ; and the same atone mimt had 
to be made by any man who brought shoes or any portion 
of R pij^ WTlhin ihe sacpcd boundaries. And whocs'cr drove 
or sufTcfcd his sheep to stray into the precinct obligni 
to pay a fine of one obol for every sheep that set fooi 
fn it* Tlie reasotis for tliesc prohibition^ are quite on* 
knerAP ; and the taboo on horses h particularly remarkable^ 
since ibc IlhOdiana were in the hahit of offering a chariot 
and irveiy year to the Son^ the falher of Alectronn/ 

douhtleasln order that he mighl ride on them through the aky* 
DM they think that JL was not for the daughter of the Sun 
to meddle whh horsev which wcie the peculiar property of 
her father? The conjecture may perhaps be mipportcd by 
an analogy dra^vn from West Africa, The Ewe negroes of the 
Stave Cooft conceive ihe Kain^god Nyikphl oa a man who 
rides a horse, and who may be semi galloping on U through 
the sk>" in she fomi of a i^hooting star. Hence in the Uinti 
of Anglo, where he generally resktes when he is nt home, tm 
licrson may appear on hosi&eback in Uie alirets, that being 
apparently fegarded an impkms usurpation of the atyle of 
tlje tleiiy. In former day* even Europieafii were forbidden 
to ride on haraebstek in Anglo | and mlMionoiiei who 
attempted to the IobiK prejudke at defiance have betm 
pdicd wHth sticks and dirt by the outraged natives.’ 
Another deity w^ho aafTered not hor«rs to enJer hh sacred 
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place was RAkelimala^, a MalAgasy ijod whose naine 
signifies ^rcnowficdj dthcugh diinSnuUve,'" His rcaiclence 
WAS. a villa^ sittiated on the top qF a hill about seven miles 
erwt of Tananadva But horses ware not the only animal 
or tiling to which this fastidious being entertained a rooted 
aversion. " WUhin the limits of the ground which is con- 
itdercd aacred^ and which embraces a wide ctreuinference in 
the immediate vicinity of the idors residence, ft is atnctly 
forbidden to bring, or to suflTcr to come, certain nnimala and 
^ eextain ofajecta, which are carcfutly s;MjciSeil by the keepers 
of the idnl, Ihings Oius forbictclcn are called /ad /; a term 
of »cimLlar import With the welt-known tabu of the South 
Sea Islaiiila. Kver)' idul has its own particular /ady^ The 
things pruhibited by RakelKmalaza are^ guna, gnnpciivder, 
pigs, omons, sifotra (a AhelUlish fcsembling a snail)^ sltf>^ (a 
amaii animal rescmhHng the young crocodile)* siriped or 
spotted robcft, an3rttiing of a black coJour, goats^ horses^ meal 
distributed at funerals or at the ioHgrn^ a±id tats and owls. 
Its keepers w forbidden to enter any iiouse where there is 
a corpse ; and In cioaslng a river llicy are not permitted tp 
say*' Carry me/ otherwise they place themidvd in danger 
of being scited by the crocodiles ; and in war they inirst not 
talk, or they are in danger of bdug ibwL" * Td attempt to 
discover the partlirular reasons for nil these nutnerous and 
varied labdoa would obviously be futile; many of them may 
be based ott acctdenlal drcuinsianees which for us are 
part fecavery. But it may be worth while to observe that 
a variety of taboos was enforced at other indent Greiek 
shrines tsoides the sanettinry of Alectmna at lalysus. For 
example* no per^n was allowed to enter the sanrtnar)' of 
the Mbrtreaa at Lywtira b Areodw chd in blank, purple, 
or flowered vcstmeJitA, or wearing, shcies or a ring* or with 
hii or her hair plaited or cmxted, or carrying dowers in 
his haiul and no pomegranates might be brought into the 
ttretuary, thmrgb all other fruits of the orchard were free to 
ertlet." These instances may warn us against tlie danger of 
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(usufng.; too coofkIcTttly in fevowr of my cm* of the many trmm- 
possible tcafons which may have moved the'old Latins to 
exclude hnn^i from ibo ncred Andan grove. The donuun ^ 
of primitive xuperstition, fn s|die of the encroachment* of 
science, b indc^ ati)! to a grut extent a trachlw wilder^- 
ness, a tangled tOMe^ in the f««»o which the 

forlorn explorer may wander for ever without a light and 
without a clue. 
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CHAPTER X 

BATING GOD 

I I, T^f Sm'ilfTfmi qf Fruits 

Callout «tr We have now seen that the isQm-spInt is repiesented some- 
timea in ha man, sometifnet m foimi and that in both 

iBermnpnt' cascs he is killed in the person of bis representative and 
eaten sacjamenudl^'; To find examples of nciiiafly killing 
wi'^unL the human rcprescniative of the com-spirit we had naturally 
to go to savage race^j but the harvest-suppefs of otir 
Europeati peasants have furnished unmistakable examples 
of the scratttefiLal eathig of animals as representatives of 
the eom-fipiriL But further^ na might Imve been anticipated, 
the new com la itself eaten sacra mentally^ that as the 
body of the com-spiriL In Wcrmland^ Sweden, the farmer^s 
wife us^ the grain of the last sheaf to bake a loaf in 
the Ahape of a liltJe glrf [ this loaf is divided amotigst the 
whole household and eaten by theia^ Here the loaf 
represenu the com-spirit conceived m a maiden ; Jusl as in 
SoMiand the corn-spirit is simllarLy emioeived and repre^ 
rented by the [ant sheaf marie up in the form of a woman 
and bearing the name of the Maiden. Aa usual, the corn'- 
spirit is believed to rcstde in the last sheaf; and to eal a 
loaf made from the last sheaf is, tbereronr* to eat the com- 
■pint itsdf Similarly al La PaliMe, fn France^ a man made 
of dough is hung u[ion the fir-tree which h curried on the 
last harvest-waggon. The tree and the dongh^man are 
laken to the mayor's hotue kept there till the vintage 
is over. Then tlse dose of the harvest is celebrated by a 
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feapt it ^Y'lkLich the mayor break?* the dt>ii{^h-iRan m piecei 
ftitfl ijivcs iJie pieces to Uie pcopk to cii.^ 

Ill these «afaiiipleji llie com ^spirit is jcfiresciiteil and Otat.hhn 

i^lcn in hiimdi] sbipc. In citber ciaes* tiicugh the new 
Cioni is not baked In loaves of hucnaii shape, fttiiJ the solemn imw 
eereiaonicsf M^ith whkh it is eaten sufTite lo fndleatc Ihat it 
is partiiken of ^ramentiiUy, that Is, as the body pf ihc 
cDm-sptrit For example, the fnlJotving ccrenspnics used 
to bo observed by Lithu 4 inian [Kraaants at eating the 
new com, Ab<jut thes time of ditr autumn sowing, when 
all ihe com had been gut in and the tlir^shing liaiJ begun, 
edcb farmer hetii a foslival called Sabarton, that is> 

the mixing or throwing logetbcr/' lie took nine good 
hand Tula of each kind of crop—wheat, bitky, oaU» llax, 
heanst IcntUs, and the rest i and cairh handTut he divided Into 
three parts- The in-eniy-seven ptirdim* of each grain were 
then thftnvtt on a htAp and all rnixed tip cogcdier. The grain 
used had to be that which was first threshed and winnowed 
and whirh had been sc? a>tidc and kept for this purfiosc. A 
part of the gmin thus mixed wa^ niipluyed to bAko little 
loaves^ one for each of the household \ the rest was milled 
with more barley ot oats smd made into beer- The first beer 
brewed from thi^ mixture wjts for the drinking n( the farmef, 
his wife* and childfcn l the second brew* was for the servants. 

The beer being rendy* the farmer chose an evening when 
no slranf^ was expected Then he knelt down befine the 
barrel of beerp drew a jugful of the liquor and poured it on 
the bung of the band, sa>nng, “O frulifut earth, mute rye 
and barley and ull kindfl of corn to flouriiH,** Next he look 
thejug to the pariour, where his wife and children awaited 
iiim. On the floor of the parlour lay tK»uud a black or white 
or speckled (not a red) cock ainJ a hen of the samecdlciirr and 
of the same brood, which must have been haldicd within the 
ycaTp Thun the farmer knelt dow’n^ with the jug in his handj 
and thanked God for the harvest and prayed for n good crop 
next year- Next sH lifted up tlidr hands and said, “O 
God* and thou, O eruth, we give you this cock and hen as 
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a free-will tirerifiE/' With that the farmer kyied the fowU 
li'lib iKc hlowii of t ww)dcti spoon* fur he might not c«l 
their Jiertdfl off After the first prayer and nfter killing each 
of the birds Tie potirerl out a thiid of the beer. Then hiN 
wife boiled the fowli tn a new pot which had never been 
Uted before- Afier that sl hushet was set, bottom upwards, 
on the floor* and no It were placed Che little foaves mentioned 
above and the boded fowi^ Kext tbc ncvrlwer was fetehedi 
together wjlh a ladle aitd three mine of which was 

• used except on this occMion. Wlien the fanner had ladted 
the beer Into the mugs, the family knelt down round the 
bushel The father then uttered a prayer and drank off the 
three mug* of beer, TJw test followed his example; Then 
the loaves and the fleah of the fowl 4 were eaten, afler w'hidi 
the beer went rnund again, till every one had emptied each 
of the three mugi nine tiitvK Konc of the food should 
remain over i hut tf my thing did hapi^n to be left^ it was 
eonsitmcd stcxi inorning with the same ceremonies* The 
bonei were given to the dog to eat| if he did not eat 
them alt np^ ttie remaini were buried under the dung in the 
caitle-ctalL This ceremony was observed ut the beginning 
of December* On the day on which it took place no bad 
word might be spoken,^ 

MEvtcrn Such wos ihc custoiA abcLit two hundred years or mere 

ftgtt At tire present day in Lithuania* when new iiotatoes or 
M wAf Uiaves made from the new cum are bding Eaten, all the people 

Other's hair*' The mcaning of this lot 
euwtom b obscure* but a similar cuMom was certainly 
observed by the henthen UthuanianR at tlicir solemn sacri- 
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FiccSw* nf tite iinthotiiana of ihe isliind of OtseJ wUJ 

lint eat bread hak?d of the new com till the>' Jinve Uni 
taken « bttc a jnwe of irtin.^ Tlte Iron 1» htre plainly a 
charm, intended to render hamICM the spinl that is In the 
com.* In Sutiierlandshire at the day, when the 

new potatoes are dug all the family miut taste thcnti otlicf* 
wise “ the spirits In them [the potatoes} take uITence, am! the 
potatoes would not keep," * In one part of Iforkslilre it is 
stiil quitomarj' for the derEytnaii to cut the first com ; and 
my informatil believes that the com so cut is used to make - 
the communion bread.* If the latter part of the custom ts 
correctly reported (and analogy b all in Its favour}, it shews 
bow the Christian communion hns ahsorlicd within ttwif a 
sacrament which li doubtlcfis far older than CbTi^tfanlty. 

Among ihc Itcathen Chcremins on the left bank of the Cmtn*r 
Volga, u'hcn the first bread baked from the new com is to 
be eaten, the villagers assemble in the house of the oldest cimreiw 
iribabiiant, the eastern door b opened, and all pray with 
their faces toward* it. Then the sonxier or pricat gitits to 
each of them a mug of beer, w’hicb lliey drain ; next be cut* 
and hands to cverj* person a hioimI of the loaf, which diey 
partake of Finally, the young people go to the cldcn and 
bnu'ing down to the earth before them say, “ Wc pniy Cod 
that you may live, and that God may let la pray next jear 
for new* com.'* The rest of die day is pasacd in mirth and 
dancing. Tlie whole ceremony, observe* the wTiter who boa 
described it, looks [ilmuat like a caricature of the Kucharist.* 
According to anotlier account, each Chenmisa housciwldcr 
on thb occasion, after bathing, place* some of each kind of 
grain, togetlier with molt, cakea, and drink, in a vcaicl, which 
he luilda up io the sun. at the same time thanking the god* 
ftir the things which they have bcsto'ived a\Km himJ 
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liut thb prt the ceremoitf is a sncriRu rnthirr titsti a 
safniinent of titc new corn. 

The Aina or Ainu of Japon are mjiI dtsifngiiish 
various tcinils of ToillEt as mate and remate respectively, and 
kinds, taken together, arc called “the liiWne ha abend and 
■wife cereal " (t^wirnrJf Aaru “ Therefore bornre nilllct 

is potmded and marie into cokes for general eating, the oM 
mirn have a few made for themselves first to worship. When 
they are ready they pray to them very earnestly and say :— 
‘ O tlwrtt cerent deity, wc worship thee. Thou hast grown 
very wcU this year, and thy fiavour will be sweet. Thou 
art good. The goddess of fire will be glad, and we also 
ahnll Tcjolcc greatly. O thou god, O thou divine cereal, 
do thou nourish the people. I now |Kirtaki? of thee. 1 
vroiship thee and give thee thanka.’ After having thus 
preyed, thc>', the worshippers, take a cake and eat it, and fr^im 
this lime the people may all partake of tlie neiv millet 
And to with matty gestures of homage mid word* of prayer 
this kind of locxl is dedicated to the welhbeing of the Ainiu 
No doubt the cereal ofTenog is regarded as a tribute paid 
to godi hut that god la no other than the seed Itselfand it 
is Qfliy a gwt in so Rir M Ills iKncftcial to the human body." ‘ 
The natives of the Reef Islands In Mdartesiu describe as 
follows the ceremonlca winch they observe at eating new 
fimiis: " Ulicii tlic fnift of trees tliat are eatabici sach ns 
b^|.fruit. « HtMj (nuts) is nearly ripe, about a month 
l^ore the time that people eat it, they all go together into 
the bi^. They miut all go logether for this * holy eating,’ 
ami when they- return they all assemble ii> one place, and no 
^ absent i they sit doam and cook hreacNfiuiL 
\Vhite.t Is being enokrd tk> one will cat beforehand, but 
dicy set it in order ami cook it with reverence, and with ibc 
belief ihni tike spirit has granted that food to them and they 
rciurn timnJa to him firr It. When it is cooked a certain 
Uk« a bread-fruit and climbs up a i,„, and all the 
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tand *; then ^he down the bread-Fni it and ihtfy piek 

it lip and jihoiJt out afiairr and give thanks^ ktr lhe>' ildnk 
that the spirit who piratects the fruit hear. Tbdr 
thoughts aru thus also with regard to the there tw rto 
difTerenre, it 13 alt the saine j they think that a spirit giv^ts 
them food, and the people assemble tr*getlitr and thank the 
iipirit- In every bland they think that there ia a spirit 
presiding ovrer ffXKL*'^ 

At Bdurait. in Nmr Caledonia* Uic eating of the first rr'iTniiiuni’ 
yams of the $easoti is a solemn cercinuriy. The ffonum 
iTixTV take no part in it • fndeed for five days irrevlotuily 

■- I r l^|. ||}f ;|iri] 

may not even shew thfintaeK'ei on any pretext^ artd fiuisl 
hide in the forest. But the tnen of other tribes are invited 
lo Ainire hi the festtvtLyx On the day of the cercrniqny seven 
□r eight yains arc dug up with the greaie^it precaution* wrapt 
in leaves^ and carried before Uic great wooden imageSi ten 
or twelve feet high* rudely carved in humao fonn and painted 
blackp red, and wJiite, w'hich ftprcscnl the aticeston of the 
tribe. Siwdal pots, only nrecl on tltcse occasions, are then 
disinterred hy boys, who cook the new yearns in them^ eat 
them, and aftertvords bury the poU in ihn places whert: they 
fount] them. Thereupon tl^e chief or tlic oldest man tnountii 
a ladder and addresses tire cmwd in a lung and ^TsJubk 
harunguc, telling them how their foreFalhecs always respected 
the feaat of ihe fir»t yams, mid ejdwrtJng lit yutinK men of 
the tribe to do ihc same in the time to cofiae^ After that, 
turning towards the ancestral imago, lie prays them to give 
a good crop of yams every year to Uic people and their 
dcr^ccfldontsn adjuring them to remember how, while they were 
still on earth, they always ?itc to iheh licint'a contcoU and 
beseeching them to fdl«t that their ions and grandiwoB 
naturally desire to du the laint Wlicn t]w otnUir ha* 

Hiitahcd his discourse, and hh hesmt linve lignJfied their 
approval of hii eloquence by a loud grunt, the new yams me 
lirciiscd and eaten, each family cooking them In a pot of its 

Owru* ^ 

>1 SijnSre StotMi ft’’™ Ciei * iilassM®!* "Ls ciiJfiiw jts 

liliLbiL" ixxtdLcixai bm li» VIrtuitM tl iAlu cti iNoiiTtli** 

W* ^ lit ti4i 

jcLiJr^i^l (J2^97l # 4J 4S- 


54 


r//£ GOD 


CHAt^ 


CMmmmtn At tht^l&sc of the Hcc harvest in the Eftjt.tndEan hlmnd 
Biirti, ciifth clan meets at a cotnition $5iCiTinie:ntat 

rifv rx* pii fncAlt ter whldi evurj.' mcinhcr of the dan »a bownt) to cnnlribute 
^ the flew rice. This me^ is CBiJed “ e^Ltin^ the soul 

of the a niime srhtch dearly indicates the sacramental 
character of the tep^^sL Some of the rice is alsa »ei apart 
and olTcmt lo the spirits,^ Amongst the Alfoors of Mina- 
hoASa, in the north of Cdebc^s^ the priest sows the first 
riec«8Cfx1 imd plucks the first ripe rice in each field. This 
rice he masts and grinds into meal, and gives some of 
it to e.ich of the household/ Shortly before the rice- 
hanTAC in Bobtig Mongondo, another dl^Lrict of CcJelw^ an 
oflfenng is made of a smalt pi^; or a fowl Then the priest 
plucks fl Httle TiCe, fiirst on hla own field and next on those 
of his neighboured All the tkc Lima plucked by him he 
dries along with Ills own, and Ltien giv^ss it back to the 
i^pectivi? owners, who have it ground and boiled* Whm it 
ii boiled the women take a back, with an to the priestp 
tvho ofTcri the qjg in sacrifice and rctiirm the rice to the 
wiymtf]. Of this rite every member of the family, down to 
the youngest cMldp mu^t partalcd. After this ceremony 
cvcfy one h free to get In IiLs rice/ 

Oil the north coait of Ceram every owner of a rlcc-ficld 
^itii pldnUpff inakiBg tUx htAet in the middle of the 
fidd and dcpojiiing rice.^ in them. When the crop is 
^'httb lia» spmuted fitun these six holes must 
be the first to be and the (int to be eaten by the 

owner « llie common hark-est-fcast of the village. When all 
the owners of the fields have thus partaken of the rice that 
wto Got planted and first iea[)cd tn thdr fields^ the other 
wllflg^ may help ihenisclves to rice out of the pot Not 

• Jr. . **“ f"*)' thcovrnersor riec.fields sell 

thett rictt Among the Kaywa of Centnil Uorneo, who, as 
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wt have seen, believe ri« to be animated by a soul,' before 
9 family parties of the new rice at harvest* a priestess miisl 
touch the fac-atid breast of every person with a magical 
inMrtimeni {JbiAt yafw) consiBiitig of the husk of a certam 
frail adorned with strings uf beads. After (hii ceremony has 
been performeii on every member of iho familyi, he or she 
eats a few grains nf the new rice and driitks a little water. 

When all have eoffljrUtal with this ritual, the feast begina* 

Amongst the Hurgliers or Eadagas. a trite of the 
Neilghcni' Hills in Soiitlicrn India, the first handful of seed Msinubn 
U sown and the first sheaf reaped by a Curtiinter--a man I- 

of a difrcfcnl trite, the memteis of which the Uurgteis 
regard as sorocreta. The grain contained In tlic first 
sheaf *‘i3 that day reduced to meal, made Into cakes, 
and* being offered w a firsl-frtiit oblation, b. togetter 
with the remainder of the ncrificed animal, partaken of by 
the Burgher and the whole of hta family, as tlie meat of a 
federal offcrttig and sacrifice”* Amongst Ute Cmi^ of 
Soutltern India the man who Is to cut the finst sheaf of nec 
at harvest i$ chosen by nn astTObeer. At sunset the whole 
household takes a hot hath and then g0« to the rice^fieW. 
where the chosen reaper guts an armful of nee wWi a new 
Sickle, and disiributefl two or more 'talks to ah present. 

Then nil rttuni to the threshing-floor. A bundle of icavea 
u adorned with a stalk of rice and fastened lo ilw p«l m 
the centre of tlie ihreshlngdlonr. Enough of the new rice « 
now thtested, cleaned* and ground to provide flour fm the 
dough-cakes which each member of the hourehtitd h to cat. 

Then they go to the door of ihc house, wtere the ndstreai 
washes the feet of the sbcaf-cntlcr, and prerenU to him, and 
after him to all Uic rot, a brass vessel full milk, honey, 
and sugar, from which each person takes a draught- Nent 
the man who ent the sheaf kneads n cake of rfee-meal, 
plantains, milk, honej'. seven new rice com*, seven plccea 
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pf coco-nqt, anrt so oiu Mveiy one receives ti lirtle of 
this Ciike on an Ashvatha leaf, and eats id The cere¬ 
mony is then over and tbc shciir-cuttet' nsiaea »vltj\ the 
com(»any. When Ige was enffaged iti cutting the rice no 
oiic might touch Mm.’ Among the Hindoos of Soutliern 
India the caJ/ng of the iicur rice ti the occasion of a family 
festival called Pongo], The new rice {a boiled in a new 
pot on a fire which Is kindled at noon on the day when, 
according to Hindoo aatrolDgcra, the sun enters the tropic 
of Cuprlcom. The boiling of the pot Is watched with 
great amcicty by the whMe family, for as the roiJfc bciiis, so 
will the coming y„|. he. If the milk boils rapidly, the 
ycur will be proapesoua; but it will be the reverse if the 
milk boils abwly Some of the new boiled rice is ofTcred 
to Uic Image of Ganirsa; thru every one partakes of 1 l* 
!ti same parts of Nnrthem India the festival of the new 
crop Is known as that jsv “new grain." When the 

crop i« ripe, the owner takes the omens, goes to the Held, 
pitieks fitfu Of si* cars of barley in the spring crop and one 
ejf tlie mlliett itt the autumn harvesL This is brought home, 
^chffd and mixed with coarse sugar, butter, and curds’ 
twrije 01 It t» thrown on the fire In the na mr of the village 
s'"* aieotors: the nut a eaten by the 

family. At Gilgit. in the Hindoo Koosh, before wheat- 
barv«t b^ns, a member of every honsclio|d gatlters a 
handful of ears qf com secieUy at dusk. A few of iht 
e«s am Mmg op over the door of the Imuse. and ihe rest 
are roasted next morning, and eaten steeped in miJk. 'Hie 
in rejoicings, and next morning the harvest 

Ue Cham, of Binh.-ni™n, mdo-China, may not reap 
he nee-harvest until they have qfTcred the first-fmiu to 
I ^agar. the of aBriculltim, and lusve consumed 

them mrramenwiiy, Th«e first-fniits am gathered from 
certain sacred fields culled or “fields of 
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sficrct whfdi arc both sown and neaped with 

peculiar ocrfiuoiiics. Apparently the titling of the earth 
is considered,a crime which rriiiiit be perpetnMed secretly 
and after wards atoned for. On a lucky day in Jmic, at 
the first cock-enmv, two men lead the buflidoea and the 
plough to the sacred Geld, round which they draw three 
furrows in profound silence and ttien retire, Afterwnrdi at 
dawn the owner of the bnd comes lounging by, n* if by the 
merest chance. At sight of the furrows he preictidt 

to be much surprised, and Cries out, ** ^Vhohas been secretly , 
ploughing my field lliis night?** rfastciiing home, bo kilb 
a kid or some fowls, cooks the victuals, and [inpares five 
^uids of betel, some caiidlcii, a flask of oil, and lustra) 
water of fbrcG dlfTeitnl sorts. With these uflerings and 
the plough drawn by the imfr'iloea, he (Cttiriis to the field, 
where he light a the candles and spreading out the victuals 
worships Po-Nagar and the other deities, saying: " I know 
not who has secretly ploughed my field this night Pardon, 
ye gods, those who have done tins wrong. Accept these 
olTcringx. Bless u*. Sulfer us 10 proceed with this work,'* 
Then, speaking in the name of the detUes, he givea the 
reassunng answer, “All right Plough away I" With 
Uie lustral water he washes or sprinkles the iMiffidoes, the 
}roke, and llw plough. Tlte oil ser^'cs to anoint tlie plough 
and to pour iibaltoits on the ground The five quids of 
betel arc buKcd in Uic field Thcteuiwn the owner ww* a 
handful of rice ou the throe furrows that liavc been tmecd. 
and eats the victuals with his jasopUi, After all tbrae rite* 
have been duty performed, he may plough and sow his 
land Bs he tikes. When the rice has grown high enough in 
this " field of secret tillage" to bide jiigeons, oAerings of 
ducks, eggs, and fowls are made to the deities; and fresh 
offerings, which consist of five plates of rice, two 

boiled fowls, a bolUc of spirits, and five rjuids of betel, are 
made to l’o-Naga» and the rest at the time when the rice 
is in bloom. Finally, when tlw rice tr? “ the field of secret 
tillage" is ripe, it has to be-ewped befon: any of the resL 
oahrings of food, such as boitcd fowls, plates of ri«. cakes, 
and «j forth, me spread out on the ^field; a candle is lit, 
and a priest or, in his absence, the owner jways to the 
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guardrail dtUfes to come and partake of the fcpd set before 
thejTL Afler that the turner of the fand cuts three italks 
of rice tvith a srkkle in the middle of the lidd,-thcn he cntA 
three handfuU 4t the nlde, acid places the hole in a napkin^ 
TheKt art the ^rst-fruit^ offered to iVNagar, the goddess 
of agficuilurc. On being taken Jiooie the rice from the 
three handfuls h huaked^ pounded m a mortar, and pntsetited 
to the goddess ividi thfie words: “ Taste^ O gnddeas* these 
first-fruits whicli have jitst been reaped/^ Thb rice is 
afterwards eaten, while the straw and husks are burned. 
H^vmg eaten the first-fruits of the lice, the ow ner takes the 
three stalks cut iu the middle of the field, passes them 
through the smoke of the precious eaglc^wood^ and hangs 
them up in his housc„ w'here they remain til! the next 
Sowlng^lfme comes round. The grain from these three 
Stalks will form the seed of the three furmwis in ^ the field 
of secret tillage," Not till these ceremonies have been 
performed is the proprietor at liberty to reap the rest of 
that field and all the others* 
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TTie ceremony of eating the new yanafi at OnitshOf cm 
tlic Niger, is thiiJ* described : " Each headman biought out 
six yams, and cut down young iiranchea of [xtlin’‘leaves and 
placed them before his gate, routed (hree of thu yams* 
and got wme kola-nuta atiJ fist). After the yam is roasted, 
ihe It'Aia, or country doctor, takes the yam, scra[)eii it 
into a sort of oical, and divides it into halves ^ he then 
takes one piece, and places it on the lips of the person who 
is going to cat the new yam. The eater then blows up 
the steam rrom the hot yam, and aiterwards pokes the 
whole into hi# month, and saya, • t thank God for being 
permitted lo eat the new yam'; he then begins to chew it 
heartily, with Bah likewise" * 

Among the Ewe negroe* of V^'eat Africa the eating of the 
new yam# t# tlm grcateal festival of the year; it ustially falls 
at the bc^nning of September, and its character is pietloroi- 
nanily rciigioui. We possess a iwtive account of the festival 
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as it is celebrated hy the tribe of (he S!o* in Togoland, 
When the yams are ripe and ready to be dug up and brought 
hfflnejrtti da>^ are devoted In cleansing the town of all Ills, 
whether spiritual or materiat. ai a ^olemit preparation for the 
ensiling celchratloii/ ,Whttt these riln of puriJication, which 
will tHvdcscribed in a later part of this wirk, have been 
accamj^lished, then, in the words of the native Jiccount. ** the 
people make ready to cat ihc novr yamiL And tlje manner 
of roakifig ready .conaists In going to the fields and digging 
the yams. However, they do not bring them home bn! lay ' 
them down somewhere on tiie wny. The nrason why they 
do not bring them home is (hat the people have not >'« been 
on the place whcit they sacrifice to the deity. When llicy 
wish t* go thither, the way lo the sacrificial place of Agbasla 
must first be cleared of grasi Afterwards the pco[dc Come 
with their drums, which they beat loudly. When they are 
come to the place of sacrifccc, they first raise two great 
inouiida of earth, and they bring ig the place of sacrifice 
palm wine, uncooked and cooked yams, and meal mixed 
with oil. First of all the uncooked yams arc cut in two 
through the middle, and then this prayer b ofTcred : ’ Agbasia, 
thtiu art he who has given tfie yams f therefore here ia thine 
own! VVe thank thee sJnjcerely. May the eating of the 
yams be a great joy. ami may no quarrel inlenfene t' There¬ 
upon they lay down On the groiind yams miKcd with oil and 
not iiit.-«ed with Oil. tn doing so ibcj- aay to Agbasio. ■ He 
who eats not the white yBm 9 ,to him belong the yams mixed 
with oil ; and he who eats not the yams mixed witJi oil, to 
him belong the while yams.' They do Uic same with the 
nieal that is mixed with oil and with the tncal that is not 
mixed vrith oil. Thereby lliey say : ' Here we bring th« all 
that thou hast given os. Eat thereof what thou plcaaest I 
After th,"it they pouf palm wine into one pot and water Into 
another, and say,' When one has eaten, one drinks water. 
Thereby tlie drums sound, song* sre sung, and the priest saj's; 
‘Our father Agbasin, we pr^' thee, let u* heir no more evil 
hut good ojjly I When womerj are with child, let tficm hear 
twins and triplets, that we may increase atnl multiply t 
When the time for sowing the yams c*nic» again, make it to 
rain upoo them even more ttum hitherto, In order that we 
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psay oom^n^aip and thank tiirc mnixalnctrely itmn hithent^ \* 
SainaiF* Th&fcttpDtt ihu pHtat ptjur* water tsn one of tJae inoundSi 

j™ {flake* a fJOJttH ^hh mid calU the people 4hkher. Then 

im'£pv Bflgef in the alime mid ameax« it on their browa^ 

Dffpmuf templea^ mid breaNtj, "This h ihc siiinc of Agba^fa, 

^ wheieiv‘ith I smear you, that ye may remain In tife." After 

that llicy dkper&e arid go fipme^” Kwrtiier^ the prayers and 
oiFeriflgs of the jadividu^l peasiatits on the E^ecosion of the 
yam feallvat arede^^oibed sut follow^it '* In the emimg^ w^hen 
- the town ia ti^^ept elcan, the pcopte go to the field-s to fetch 
yum^ wblch^ howeiwf, they mny nm yet bring into the town 
and iberefore they lUde them in the forest As soon as rhe 
high priest quits the town uckL morning to go to the 
sacrihcial p]aj:e of hh ggd, the women set out to fetch tlie 
ynmi wbieh they had deposited* Now they ticgifl to cook 
Many peopk kill hwbt or goats, and (Jlhers buy fish for ibc 
festival When the are sodden^ a little is broken off, 
mbml with oil, and laid, together with uncooked yams^ on 
the ground at the entrance to the hoitii!stca<l Thereby the 
house-father say^i 'lliat beiongs to al] those {gods) who 
abide at the fence.' He docs the same under the door of 
the house and sayss ^That belongs to all tlioae (gods) wbi> 
dwell with me/ Then be goes to the loom, and brings it 
Its offering, and says : ♦Tlut belongs to all the ** Artificers 
who haw helped me id weaving; After that he lays all 
his charms on a mat spread In the imuse, and brings them 
also thdr oRbriug. and speaks with them. 

** Anpthcf account describes the pricsitly functions of the 
house-fadier still mere fully. Every house-father takes a 
raw piece of yam and goci with it to hb bom and 

frmy5 : 'May the /Irtificera take thii yam and cat S When 
they prjictbc Uiek ark *tiay h prosper J * Again he takes 
a raw yam md jr^ies with li under the house-door and 
prays : ' O my guartiion-spirit {ai/amn) ajid ail gods 
who pay hiscd to tlib houjKr^ come and eat yams 1 Wjion 1 
also of them, may I remaiu healthy aiul nowhere feel 
l^iiil May my housemate® ill remain tcsltliy !* After 
he has Invoked ihcjr protection on his family, he toko a 
cwkcil cnimblc% it on a eton^ and tnxJ^e 5 (i wltli red 
VVIth this inivturc he goes ajpdn to iJic loom mid prays 
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as before even Uiat ill not the end of U'orship of 
the Artificefss^ He agiin crumblca a cooked yam, but lh» 
time ht does! mla it with fed oil i he goes to the cntnitiec 
of the homei^tead and praya again to the loom i ^ He among 
the Artificers who does not rdbh mssted wiih oJh let 
him f:oiiie uml take the white yam and eat Ht* k^rom 
there he goes again under the KoU5e-do<if and praya: ' He 
of my guanlifiR gods and he of the watchers of the Imuse 
who tikes not yams mtKcd wIUi oil, let him come and take 
the white 3 ram |■^ntn my hand and eatT Fmm the hqe»- 
door be steps into the midst of ihe chambef and lays t 
* He who teliabcs not the yam^ mixed with oil* may eat the 
white : he who relishes not the w hite mAy eat the rtd ; atid 
ht who relishes not the red may eat the uncooked I * With 
ihb prayef he has cooipScled his duties as house* prlesL 
Just as the w^eaver prays to hts kxim* so the hunter ptays 
to his musket, the smith to his hammer and anvil* and the 
carpenter to his plane and saw, 

^ Ndw» while the free people begin to cook the yams so 
sDfin as the priest has left the lo^ti, the slaves of the Earth 
Gods, the TrSJt/nwa^ must first as children perf^^rm their duties 
to Umh priest of their godi Each of these children rcroves 
from hi* parents on tiie mcirning of the \am Festival two 
pieces of j^atfip which he brings to the priest of his god. The 
prist euis off a #maJI piece of the yaitt and divides ihc piece 
again Into four piecesi, The child kneels before him and 
lolls out Ills touguCi. IfLildlug two of these pteces ol yam 
in his hands, iltc jmesl iiUers a pmycr over the clnld and 
touches iib tongue five rimes with the piece* of yam. Tlicn 
the child stretches his handii out* each of li^hich the priest 
toucliE!^ five times with the same piece* of yam and prays 
as bctWe_ Then he touches both feet of tlic child Cve times 
and prays for the third time. He takes half of the cow 
shells which the child has brought, fastens them cm a string* 
and hangs it round the child's neck. Thereby the child gets 
leave to eat new yams. 

“ After all these prepamitons the yams are pounded into 
ft maah, and cverv' one calls his brother, tl>at he may eat 
with him. When the meal is over* the people are cdled 
togetlier to amuse themselves and to drink palm wine. In 
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the afttmoon ever>^ one bjiitheij^ [luts on a new^^g^nnentp and 
ginlfc hlmiHiir with a new luin'diuth/' * 
ffnriT^i The A^hantees oelcbrale the fcaEival of^the new yattii 
u^Kii 3 i early ht September ; until it is ov‘er none ol' The people may 
iroontftiv laAte af the new yamft, '"The Vam Cn^tom^'' we are told* 
'**5 like the Saturnalia; neither thdVt intriguef not assault 
jtre punishable dufinj; the contimrancej but the grosest 
liberty prevails, und each sex obandoni itself to its passions," 
An eye-witness has described the scene at Ccmmassie, the 
* capital; ^ Tiie next morning the King; ordered a targe 
quantity of mm to be [Hjared into brass poin?! In various 
parts of the town ; the cFi>wd pressing aroundp and drinking 
like hogs : freemen and slaves^ women a/id children, striking, 
kicking! and trampling each other tander foot^ pushed heail 
foremost into the pns, and spiiiing much tnore th 4 in they 
drank, in Icm than an hour+ excepting the principal men* 
not a ^bcf person was to be seen, parties of four^ reeling 
and rolling under the weiglit of another^ wliom they aflfccted 
to be carrying home; strings of women covijted with red 
painty hand in liaud^ falling down like mwi of cards ; the 
commcincst RicchanLC4 and slaves furiously declaiming on 
state palavers i the mo^t dlBcordant music; the obscene 
«jng3, children of both «xi» prtistrate in IniiendblUty. All 
wore their liaedBomest doths, which they trailed after tbem 
to a great lengLh. In a dfunkerj emuiatlfjii of extravagance 
and dlrliniiSi, About a hundred [ktsohOi mostly culprits 
reserved for ihr purpose, used to be sacrifiecd at this fetival 
ui Coomassie. All the ehlefs killed aeveraJ slas^ that tlieir 
blood might flow into the hole fmm which the new yarn 
mkcq_ Such as could not afford to kill sla™ took the head 
of ct slave wh«^ had already been sacrificed and ploc^ it in 
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the hole. len day* after these ceremonies tlie whoTe 

of the royaJ luiUfeholcI ate new yams for the first time in the 
marhet-piaoe,<he King htmsclf being in attcniianee. S^ext 
day he and hia captahin set nlT before sunrise to ]wrform tlicir 
annual ablutinns in the river Dah \ almost ail the inliabttants 
of the capital followed him, »» that the atreuts apjreared to 
be deserted. The following day the King, attended by hia 
ariite, washed in themanh at the south-east end of tli« town 
and laved the water not only over himself but ako over the 
chairs, stoota,gQld and silver plate, and the ankles of furniture 
which were set aside for his ipecial use.’ From another 
account It appears that the King of Ashantee must eat the 
new yams bcfoio any of hi* subjects was at liberty to do so* 
Slmilnrly in the West African kingdom of Atslnfe. which 
formi part of the French possessiotia of Senegalr the king 
must eat the new yams eight full days before the people 
may taste them.* 

A second fcstivol of yams used to be eelcbraied at 
Coomassfe in December, when the king or a fetish priest 
consecrated the new yarns before thej' could be eaten h)' 
comniDii folic On one of the days of December 

eclchraticai all the laws were suspended, and every man 
might do what seemed good in hk own eyes: he might 
even, contrary to custom, look at the king’s wives, to 
the number of several Imndieds, when they returned with 
the king and his suite from washing in the fetish water 
of Tana. All that day drinking went on, and tlie noise 
and uproar were prolonged far into the night kady 
in the morning a humor) victim was sacrilieetl : the 
man found near the gates of the (;>alaco was seired, 
butchered, and cut in pieces, uud the executiniters danced 
with the bleeding fragments of the vlelim in iheii* hands or 
fastened round their ncck^ Hefore he ale of the new yams 
the king wa.shc<l himwlf in fetish water brought from rtisiant 
spn'ngs, and the chiefs pctfoniwtd similar abluttons.* In 
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Bcnhi the new yams might not be eaten until king bad 
perfciTmed cextaiiti cetemcnie^, atnong which nne h said to 
have been a fifclence of making- a yam 10 grow in a fKiL 
Dancings merrymakbg, and fnixes or phxj-s formed j>art of 
the fcativul; tlifi dly was crowded with peojde* and they 
indtilged in a regular orgic-' 

CnmMiiii* Among the Nandi of Kritisli Ea^ Africa, when the 
elcusifie grain is ripening in autumut every woman w^ho owns 
** gtiCA fial into it with her daughters, and they all 

■rt ftin.* pluck some of the ripe grain* Each of the women then 
^ fixes one grain in her necklace and chews another* which Ahe 
rubs on her forehead, throat, and bitsisL No mark of joy 
escapes them i sorrowfully licy cut a t)aAketful erf the new 
com* and carrying tt home place It in the toft to dry. As 
the celling Is of wickerwork, a gtwd deal of the gfaiii drops 
through the erm^ices ancl falls into the fire, where it ejxplodes 
with a cmcklitig noise* The people make no attempt to 
prevent thb ivaste; for they regard thccmckling of the grain 
in the fire as a sign that tJie souls of the dead are partaking 
of it, A few days later porridge is made fraiu the new grain 
and i^rvcd up with milk at the evening meal. All the 
uicmbeni of the family take some of the porridge and dab it 
on the walls and rtiofs of the huts [ also they put a little in 
their mouths and spit it out towards the east and on the out* 
side of the huts. Then, holding up name of the grain in hit 
hand, the head of the famdy prays to Gort for healtli and 
strength, and likewise for milkp and everybody ptesent repeats 
the w-ords of the prayer after him.' Amongst the liagujuJa, 
when the beans were ripe* a wamnri would call her eldest 
son to eat some of the first which ahe cooked; if she 
neglected to do so, it was believed tjial $hc would incur 
tlic displeasure of the grxts and fall tlL After the meal her 
Imshand jumped over her, and dje beans might thereafter 
be eaten by all' 

Awonyst tjw Caffrw of Natal aniJ Zutiiiaiid, no otic 
may eat of the new fruits till after a fosttvui which marks 
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the bcg^nniit^ the CafTre ^ar and falls at the end of 
December or the l^inniiii^ of Januatyp All the people 
Asi»emUte at the* king's kraal^ where they feist and dance. ■mimif Ifcii 
Ikfuie they se^Niratc the ''dedic^tinn of the petiple^ s^iTtSd 
place Various Crtiiti of tlie earth, as cont, mealies, and Zuiu^iktMi, 
ptimpkinSp minted with the (liKh of a saciiRced animal and 
with meflidnep" are boiled in great pdtSr ami a litde of 
this fo^xl U placed in each mnn’s mouth by the king 
himself After thus partukttig of I he iancii£ed frttllSi a 
man U himself sanctiBcd for the whtUt year, and may 
iTrttnedia.teiy get in his crop^^ It is belie^^d that if any 
man were to partake of the new fruitj before the festival, 
he would die;‘ if he were detected, he wt?uld be put to 
death, or at least tdl bis cattle would be taken fmtri hrrrx** 

The holiness of the new fruits h well marked by the role 
that they must be cooked in a speclat pot which is used 
only for this purpose, and on a new hre hindied by a 
magician through the friEtion of two sticks which are called 
husband and wife,"* These sticka are prepared by the 
sDreefera froni the w^ood of the tree and belong 

exclusivet 3 ^ lo the chief The **wifc^*'is the shorter of the 
twoL When tlie magician ha^ kindled the new fire on 
which the new fruits are lo be cooked, he hands the fire- 
sticks hack to the chief* for no other hand maj? touch them ; 
end ihey arc then put away till they are required next 
season^ The sticka arc regarrled as in & measure facred* 
anij itp onflr except tl^e chiefs personal servant* m^y go to 
the side of the hut where they are kept No pot but the 
one itsed for the prepamtion of this feast may be set on a 
fire mnde by tfie friction of die*husband and wife," ^^'hen 
the feast is over* die fire is carefully extinguWicd, and the 
pot is put aw=ty with the fite-stieks, where it reraams un- 
touched for another year.^ 

A remarkable featute of the festival ^ 1' 1* observed at 
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ttifi ™jft of tlic Zulu king* IB- ^ d^iiico perArmcd by the 
*!*ihe bimseir fn & mil ii tic of Ofi accord fng to ftooihcf 

Immi acictiiintj. of herbs and oom'ltaLvc^ This niaTiXle is afterwards 
bui^it atid It^ ashes arc scatteicil and troddim Into the 
tiewuiossi ground by cattle-* Fort tic r^ it is wortliy of nut ice that 
the festival Is described os a Batumnlia^ and wc arc told 
that " a ^real deal of noiic ai^d dancing gbes oit, atid people 
me not snpposod to be n^spdnslUlc for wliat they say or 
Th*A=iti- do,*'* Thiis^ Ibr exainplCp Qiiumg the Fondm the fesUvaJ 
incitidn a period of hcciue, during the continuance of 
Useiw^ which ihe chief Abdicates hLi functions and any erijiie may 
be cominltted with impunity, Tlic dc^criptinit of the 
Pondo festiva] comprbics so many intert^ting feature tlmt 
1 iviii reproduce h entire. "^When 0 Poitdo chief is to 
hold the feast oF firit-fruitt, mmc of hb people procure n 
ripe plant of iJte gourd famny, puinpktn or calabash, fraui 
another tribe. Thu b cooked ; the inside cleaned out, 
and the rind made r^aily for use iv* a ve^seL It ts then 
presented to Uh: cldcf witli much cctemtiny* Ttie fimt- 
fruits are nour brcnight forward^ and a sacrifice, genemlly a 
young faulty h ofiercdi after which the feast oommcncca^ 
The chief issues oertaln orders for the conduct of the \}m- 
ewdings, UfUes the fruits which are served in the gourd- 
dlvlt with which he has been presentcd+ and then abdicatce 
all Ills {hiittiafiH while the festival The cattle froui 

•mliiiJiA neighbouring villages are collected in the vicinity^ 

and rtow they are tiToughi together^ »tid ihe hulls incited to 
fight to detennine which. 19 to be king among drern for the 
next j-ear. The young |X!oplc engage in games aiiLl dujice:i^ 
fcata of strength and running. After these are over the 
Whole community give themselves over to disorder, de¬ 
bauchery, and riot tn their bulFfighia and gainer tliey 
but did honcmr to the poxvers of nature, and now, M they 
eat and drink, the same powers are hutioured In another 
form and by other rtica^ There is no one in authority to 
keep onfer^ and every man. does what good tn hli 
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owj) e>'es> i^iould a mail stab hifi ncighboar he escapes 
all punishment, and so too with all other crime* against llie 
fjcfVin, pRifwrly, and mommy. People aic even petmiUed 
In abuse Uw chief to hi* face, au offEnce whieli at any oilier 
time would meet with suminary v-entjcancc and an uncere¬ 
monious dispatch to join the wiccstora- Wlitlc^ the feast 
continues, a deafening noise is kept up b>" dmnlining, «hon* 
hig, liatiil-c!a[jptiig, ntitJ cverj' kiiul of lii»ifoment that can be 
made to emit aounct Men advance tn the chief and ex¬ 
plain their nrigin, and also the ohjcct they hold sacred, by - 
imitating the lOunds and movements of tlicir most sacred 
animal. This is the person's totem. Othoa imitate tJic 
gurgling mnde by an enemy when slabbed in the llircmL 
Those who adopt ihi* latter emblem are known as ‘ children 
of the Spou',’ When the cenrtntMilss, revels, and mummeries 
are ended, the chief repairs to his accusioincd place, and 
sitting down there, by tliiil net leiitmcs his ktiigly fuDcliona. 

He calls die bravest of his braves before Jilra, who la 
immediately elothed and deooniled with skins of ammals 
suggestive of couriigc and strategy. He perfottns a iloBce 
amid the fteniied shouting of the multittide, after wliicJt the 
chief declares the festival at an cud and hafveat ccun* 
menced** Another writer, speaking irf the Xulu fcnivaJ 
of first-fruits ns it wu* ciskbratt^d in the lime of the 
ferocious despot Chaka, says that "at this period ibe 
chiefs arc allowed to cofivci^ unrestrvtsdly with 
king, spc!aking with great frccdopti, and in wtine measure 
to be dictatorial “• Again, another inivdler, who vUtti^ 

Uic Zulus In the reign of King Panda, lella u» tliat "in 
spite of the practice of (he meat absolute despotism there 
are three days in the year when the nation in its turn lias 
the right to call the fcSng to a scii'ere aceount for hb ac^ 

It U lit tho fiMicral assembly of the waifrior*. when the 
maiie {« ripe, ttuat the lively dwcossiona take plnce and the 
questions arc put to which the king must answer at one* 

In a manner Htisfactory to the pwptfc I havt' then seen 
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sin^pk warriors coine leaping from the a^ime thu 

ityJc; of Hueni And excessively energetic oratm^ and not 
(miy confrofit the fiery glare of PAtida, but even attack him 
before everybody* blame his acts^ call them inramous and 
hyu^t compel him to vindicate hia conduct and then refute 
hla vindicating by dLs^ccting It and exposing ii\ falsehood^ 
finally ptwcediTig to haughty threats and winding up the 
harangue with A gesture of cmiiempi." * Such Hberlies 
taken w^Itb the despotic Zulu kings ^eem to point to a time 
when they too. Jike ihc Pnndo dikfs, abfJjcated ca: were 
deposed ditiing the festiinil PerhaiiMi we may erven go a 
step further. We have seen that on thb occasion the Zulu 
king dancfii in a mantle of grass or of herbs and com- 
leaves, which is afterwards burnt and the ashes scattered 
and tnkiden into the ground. This custom seems clearly 
Intended to promote the fertility of the earthy and In earlier 
limes the same end mny liave been compafi^ by burning 
ihe king himself and dispersing his ashes ; for we have seen 
that a Ur^iiana tribe, of the same Bantu stock as the 
Zulus, were wont to ^crilice a human victim for the good 
of the exopa and to scatter bis over the ground*’ In 
this connexion it should be borne In mind that we have 
found independent evidence of a custom of putting the 
Zulu king to death whenever his bodily strength begaJQ to 
faiL*" 
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Among the IkrcbutiDas [t La a rule thnt before they Cw-intifik* 
partake of the new c^ojia they must punty thcfnaclveH. 

The punficalton tak« plati? at the commencemefit of ihe i^iuunt^t 
new yciir nti a day In Jobltary wh[di is fised hy ihc cliEcr. 

[( begins in ihn g^ntat kniiil of the tribe, wbetc aj] the acltilt 
iDalcft a6MfTtbl&. furch of ilicm takes in his haisd l^^p'ives of 
a gourd called by the nalive:5 (described as s^omelbing 

brtweeit a pumpkin and a veg^Uble marrow); and hrivfnif 
crushed the leaves he SJioinl* ^dh Ihe expressed jtiiDt his 
big toes atid bis navel: many people indeed apply the 
jtiice to all the joints of their body, but the Ueiter-informed 
say that this h a vulgar departs te from an dent custotEL 
After thjfe ceremony in the great kraal every man goes 
home to Ills own kriml, a^mbles all the inembeim of !ila 
family* men, women, and ehlidteti, and tnieaf# them all 
y\nlh the jiiiec of the iervtiv leaves^ Some of the Ica^-ei are 
also pounded, mixed with milk In a targe wooden dish* afid 
given to the dofi?t to Up up. Then the porridge piste of 
each member of the family fa rubbed with the imfst leaved 
When this punficatlon lias been cotnpictcch but not beforoi 
the |>euple are free to rat of the new enupsu On the night 
after the purification every man was bonnily as a matter of 
ritual, to sleep with hb chief wife If she had been uiifaith' 
ftil to him during the past yccir^ it was IncMtnbent on her to 
confess, her sin before she falfilled het part of the ceremony. 

Having confessed she was purified by a tncdicineMuan^ who 
fumigated her with the smoke produced by burning a bean 
plant Tlietenpon husband and wife cut each other slightly 
under the navelj and each of iliem nibbed hU nt her bloody 
mixed with "medkine,'’ into the Other's wound. That 
compleicil the purineaiion of the womao^ and the pair mtglit 
now pmeetd with tlic rest of the rite. Should a ffiarried 
mafi be frotn home at the time when the flonoal purrficationi 
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ccrcmrtiiy h |>erfornied, h tiiwught to be In a very sad 
pr^glit; iuJecd hh ctiancef ot liimiving for a^ioUicr year a« 
suppmed to Lht SfiialL On hi* return borne, he dare not 
entci hif owit bouse, for he would pt^llute it, arifl if ev'em 
Lii* sh&doio^ were to fall on one of jiis children^ tlie child 
MTOuld die. He miwt wait till hln wifi; ebines lo liini and 
bring* turn * cahtbA^h water to drink, whtdj h a iign 
ttiat she lots waited for hh fttum to perforin thu lite of 
purincariort togt;thcr* But if ihe doe* oat bring ihe 
water, he know* that in hi* ahtFcnee *he ha* perfomnS the 
rile with iiomc other man* and it bemnies necessaiy lo 
pMfigc her by metiiia nf fumtgatfon md yooddettini^, a* 
de:ic;ribcd before. Itut even when that putigation is com- 
pkied^ lujsburtd Jind wife may not indulge in etmnuWaJ 
Intercouwe for the re*t of the year, that is, ^jnn't the 
next annual purificalmn ha* taken plciBe. The Bechuanas 
think lhat "^aiiy breach of iIiLa m!e will be punishod with 
supernatural pcnflllit*—the huakindiW child will 
CwFmrmiiTi Amoftg the \1dt&hele, another Bantu tribe of South 
AfHca. no one mtghi piutakc of the new fruits ttil the king 
firil t49tevl of tlietii; any one whn wns known to hnve 
rir*;™ broken the Inw wm mstantly to death. On this 
httita. ottaaion the mcgirnenis asdcmbtftj at Bu1a«tnyo, the capital, 
and danced in i gnat semicinetc Iwfore lUc king, who 
occashwially joined in the dance. When Tie did w. the 
tnedictne-inia} and then- sptellites, armed with tlinm-buaUes, 
rushed .ibout amon^ the danccfs and incited them to ftesh 
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enbrts Uj* a vigorous uppjfcation of thr: thorns to tbo bodiei 
of jiuch fta seemed to flag, Tlic king's wives also sang JUid 
danced before him Tn long line*, holding the marriage rmg in 
their right hnndi and green Iwiighs in their left. the 
third day of the festival liutidrcds of o?icn weie sacrificed : 
the flesli and blood of the black or fiacred cattle were 
cativerted Into diartos? while the carcases of the rest woe 
cut up and distributed among the people, who feasted upon 
therm The fourth day was specialty set apnrt for the 
cctemony of the first-fruits In the morning all the people ' 
WCitl dewn to the river to wash, and on their return a witeh- 
dctctor Or inudiciJje-ttuut look d eltsh of the new vcgelablcs 
arid com, miJted with chartns , and scattered the contents 
by hiinrlfuts among the cTOwdt who seized and ate diem. 

After that the people were free to eat the new crops. 
According to one account, this Festival of tirst-fruits was 
held at the first full moon which followed the summer 
solstice (the twenty-first of December in the anutheni 

hcmiaphcrt)! according to another account, it took place a 

few dajTi after the full (noon of rebruary, wliich marked the 

beginning of the Mutabde year/ 

The Ovambo or, as they ad I themsdvea. the Ovakuan- 
Jam», of South-Wwt Africa, may imt partake of the new 
fruits of the tree, which rijwn in Fci-niary and from 

which an intoxicating beverage is extracted, until cert,mi „„ 

ceremonies have been performed, Amcmg other things ftwti. 
husband and wife wutuatly offer each other one of the 
fruits, make white stroke* with chalk each on the brow, 
checks, and nose of the other. «ul accompany the atlion 
with the formal efcprcasion of good wishes. If this ecremoiiy, 
which seems to murk the beginning of the New \e:u were 
omitted, thq- believe that they would be attack^ 1^' a 
painful distase of the knee-joint* which would cnpplc them. 

The ftotoro Indiuns nf Brazil think that it would be 
certain death to eat the new maize before il ha* been hlesicd 
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CflprmMftT by the niDjrdnc-man. The ittereinony of blf^E&^jng it la oa 
S^TSir^ follow*- Ttu; ]ia]f-rij>e hii&L is wiiihcd And placed bHifore 

indt^ die metltcfnc^rdarij who by dancing and dnging for scrverd 

llolir^^ and by Incessant smokingp works himsdf up into a 
suit of cesiasyp wheneupon he bites mto the husk, trem¬ 
bling in ^cty Ifmb and uttering shriek? from timt? to 
firtifc A similar ceremony b performed whenever a large 
animal or a fish h killed. The Boiom are fiimly per- 
imaded that were any man to touch unconscernted make or 
* meat, before the certmoTiy had been completed, he and lib 
whole tribe would perish.' 

Amonpt ibe Creek Eiidiam of tforlh Ameriei^ the SujJt 
or of firsl^fmiU was the chief ccr-cmony of the year.* 

It WM held in July or August, when the com ivas ripe, and 
ntiirketl the end of the oid year and Ihe bc^etning uf tJio 
new ont Before it cook place, nope of the Indians would 
col Or even handle any part of the new hart'esL Some-* 
I.'mcn each town hatl its own busk; aometimes sevenil towns 
nnited to hold one ia camnion. Before oclebratiRg the 
bust* the peojik provided tltemsdiri» witlt new ctotUes and 
new hoHseholiJ utensils and fumiture ; they collected their 
old clothes and rubbish, to^tether with all the tcmamlng 
pruin and other old proviflloos, cast them togcthiw in one 
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commofi h-ea|% wud c^nsumipd tbeni w\lh fire,* As a pfrpnra^ 
lion for the ceremony» all the firea m the vitingc ^vcn; extin¬ 
guished^ and the ashen swept clean away. In paftkulnrp 
the hearth or ahar of the temple was dug np and the stsbei 
carried out.. ITien the ejUef priest pat s^^^^e roots of ihc 
buLton-finake plant, with some grerni tobacco leaves and a 
little of the new fruits^ at ihc bottom of the fireplace* which 
he aftcrwaids ccHiiinanded to be covered up with w hUe clay* 
and wetted fiver with clean water. A thick arbour of green 
bmnchc^ of young trees was then made over the altar** * 
MeajiwhJJe the womcti at home were cteaning out thdr 
houses^ renewing the oH heartha, and scouriug alt ihe cook*^ 

\ng vttssclji ihat they might be ready to reedve the new fire 
and the new fruits." Tin? public or sac ted square was care* 
fully swept of cvai the srnallcsl crumbs of previous feasBj 
" for fear of polluting the fir$C'&uit offerifiga.^ Also every 
vcwl tluit had contained or hod been used about any foenJ 
during the cxpirine year was rttnoved from ihc temple 
before «uimL Then all the men who were not ktiowii to 
have violated the law of the Jirst-frwit ofTerhig ai^d that of 
mamoge dudng the year were summoned by o crJcr to 
enter the holy ii^uare and observe a solcfun Cast But the 
wumett (ex^pt six old ono^). the child ren, find all w^ho had 
not attained the rank of warriors were forbidden to emter 
the square. Sfentmcbi were also poaied at the ooracfs of the 
square to keep out all person* deemed impufc and all 
fliiimals. A strict fast was thm observed for two nights 
and a day, the devoteo drinking a bitter d^Mctlnn 
button-snake root “ irt order to vomit and purge their ilnfiil 
bodies.'* That the people outside the square miglit also be 
puiified| one of the old men laid down a quantity of green 
tobiicco at a corner of the square ; iliis wa» carried off by 
an old woman and distributed to the pcci<pte without^ who 
chewed and swallowed it ** in ordmr to afilici their ioula. 
Doritig this general fiat, thf? wnmenp children, and men of 
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weak con^titiitioa wi?n; allowed to cat after riild-day* but not 
lie fora On the morn i tip when thu fast elided^ the wotneo 
hrirlighi A quiuilUy of the old year's food to tlie oyitsiiJe of 
rhe Kaerfiil «i!}uarc. Tlieac pmvlsiofis ivcrc then fetched tn 
and !set bcfotc the fambJiud itiUlkltucJr, hut alt traces of tlicm 

Mfw liad to be rem*jved liefure hoohu Wtunj die sud u-oji deelm- 

I®**'*^ ifia (nun the inerfdiAti, alJ the people were eoiiirojiiided by 

IncUirih. ^ \ , , t I 

the Voice or a cner m stay within doors, to do no bad nc^ 
anil lo be sure to cxtingidjih and tlimw away cvcf>‘ spark 
^ of the old fire, Uidveraitl iilenec riow rcIgnctL I hcii the 
high prie.t itiitdc the new fire by the friedpr of two piece* 
afivtwxh and pUced It ort the altar under the green arbour. 
Thb neiv fire was bdicvcd to atone for all past trimes 
estcept murdef. Next a ba4iket of new fmit\ wai bnoughl * 
ibe high priest look out a lirtle of each aort of Truitt rubbed 
U with beards oih and oirernl itf log^ethcr with some fici^h, 
"to the boiintkfid holy spirit of fire, as 4 first-fruit ofTcring, 
nnd an anniml oblalioii for He coiueeraledl the 

$acrcd emetics (the hutton-smike root and the cassitia or 
blitck<drink) by pouring a little of them Into the fire. The 
persom whn had rerroaed outside now approached, without 
catering, the taered sr|uare; And ihe diief priest thereupon 
made a speech, exhorting the people to observe their old 
rites And eustomsj anuDufieing that the new divine fire had 
purged aw'iiy the sins of the past year, and earnestly' warn¬ 
ing the women that* if any of them had not eict in squished 
the old lire, or had contracted any tmptirityf they must 
forthwith depart, "lest the divine fire should spoil bn^th ihem 
and the pt^^ple-" Some of the new fire was then sot down 
OtJt'iide the hc^ly square; the women carded it home joy¬ 
fully. and laid k on their utipolluted hearLhs. When several 
town* had united to eelcbi'ntE the f»l{vah ^he new* fire 
luiglit thus be curried for several inilr*^ The new fruJU 
were then dressed on the new fire* and eaten with bcaf'j oil, 
whicJi IVdeemed lodI»paiSAble^ j\t nnc fxslnt cf the 
festival the men rubbed the ne^ji- com between theit hands, 
then on Iheir Cure* and breast*.^ During the Pwtival which 
foliowcti, the warriofsi, dre$sa;l |n their wild ntArtial array* 
thefr head* covered tAfiih while down and carrying white 
* IL p, 76^ 
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fathers m Lhclf lituadi, danced found the sacred arSour, 
uitdcr tvhidi binned ibe new fire. The ceremonies tastwl 
eigtn da>-3, durUvu which llie xtrictest continence wm ]>rtiC' 

I bed. i'o wards tile ctUidtisioii of the rcatlvaJ the wariiors 
Tuu^ilU a mock battle; Then tlie uicn and wnincn logclhcr, 
in three cirdci, dan cal round tlie sacred lire. Lastly, all 
the people siiicarcd Lltciaselves with white clay and bfithcd 
in running water. They aitie out of the water believing 
that no evil etmld now hcfiill tliem for what tliej- had done 
amiss in the pasL So they dcjmflal in joy and peace. 

Cereinonin of the same general type arc athl annually 
observed by the YitcJu Indiana of OtflahtTina, who belong to 
the Cfffek nation httt speak a difTcreill langUitge. The rile* siim ^ lU 
are said to have been itistituted by tlie Sun. They arc 
solemnised in the public stiuare, and aie Itmerl so as to 
coincide with the rijieitltig of the coni, which usually takca 
place about the middle or eariy part of July. CoiUltiencc md 
abstinence fmm wU are prescribed during their celebration. 

RTuJ all the men fast for twelve hours hefore they 

take the emetic, A sacred new fiw is kindled by striking 
two stones against each other, after which all the (tiale-s arc 
scarified or scratched by ao officia] on ihe arm or breast, w 
as to let hlood flow nud drip cut the ground of the public 
square. 'ITiis bleeding of the men is said to be symbolical 
of the origin of the Viichi people T for the first Yutdti sprang 
from some drops of hlood which the mother of tlic Sun let 
fall on earth at oneof her monthly periods. Hence the Yuebi 
caU thcm.'ieivcs the Children of the Sun. Tiie sblemft rite 
of scratching is followed by the no less solerart rite of vnttiil- 
mg, Tius also was inslituted by the Sun. ffc taught the 
Indians to steep the butloti'Snnkc root and the red rood m 
water and to drink the dijeoctton. In order that they might 
vomit nnl s-j purify their bodies against sickncM durtn.T the 
ensuing year. They think that tf they did not thu.s purge 
themselves befnm eating the new com. they would fall sfeW, 

The chief nf the town 1* ciiart£ed with the solemn duty of 
preparing the nauseous concoction, and lie is assisted by four 
hoys who haw been ifiitiatcd into the mystefie* The pub 
containing the Htufif are decorated on the rim with a fiattcrn 
representing the sun, and they stand cast of ihc fire near 
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the mirldlc of the publtc square. The onicr of drinking Is 
regnkted by Che Nmk of ihe drinkers^ When the sun h 
about the Kenith, the four nobte^i come forivard, face caat- 
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ward* and gutp down the vile but aalut:^ potion ; then they 
retire lo their pbcca and amit the udual re^iulLs. WTicn 
they f«I the inwml workings of the draughty they step out 
of the square fiiid dlschrirge the concents of the if stomadis 
in 3 place 5et apjirt for the ptupoise; They are rolloived 
bj' another party of four^ and that t^" anolher* and so on^ 
till all the men have thus purged thcinsdvci^ The rite is 
repcatci] several times. When it Is over, they jdl go to 
water aud tvaah off the paint witli which they adotned : 
then retureing to thdr places in the square they fcsiftt on the 
new com, Aher a ficst of Home hour^ the men enga^^e m 
ball play, not as a mere recreation but as a rtiatter of ritual 
Sides are chcacTi \ every player is equipped with two radeetv, 
jtnd Lhe aim Oi each side Is to drive riic ball tiirnugfi iheir 
Op^Mniierits*^ BOfth which consists of two upiighU and a crG$^ 
piece. 1 he two goaii !itand east and west of each other* 
Dufifig the foltowing night dandng is kept up, and a 
general laaity. degeneniting into debauchery^ prevails p but 
parents and elder? wink at the esfces^es of the young folk* 
Anirong the dances arc fome in iriiich the dancers mimick 
the inotioiiA and cries of their totemic animals, such as^ucks^ 
huszards, rablrHts^ fish, buffiUo«, chicken si* and owW 

To tJiis day, ali«)^ the remnant of the Seminole Indians 
of Florjila^ a peopk of the same stock as the Creeks/ hold 
an anstuaj purificatfon and fntiva] called the Green Com 
r^ance. at which the new com is eaten* On the evening of 
the firsj: day of the festival they^ quaff a naufler>Q5 Bludk 
Driztk^ as it 13 calicch which cteta both as an emetic mid a 
they beljcve that lie wh« c}a« not rfrJnk of UjI* 
liquor cannot safely eat ihc new ijreen corn, and beaidea that 
he will be tjek at some time In the year. While the liquor is 
lietre dniiik, tbe daucinf; begins, and the medldtie-men join 
in it. ^^ext day tb^ eat of the giren com: tlie foilowijig 
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day Itiey fast, prob»b!y from fear of poUuting the sacTcd food ^ | ^ 

in their slomsohs by contart with cotnnion food ; butjbc— 
third day they hold » Furthered* Katchcr F,^l 

Indians, another tribe of the wine stock. who used to inhabit ^ ajcn 
B district on tJie Itiwtf «our«! and easletn bank of Uie Mts- 
sissippi, ale the new com iafiramtmtally at a great festival iiviuiiL 
which has been fully diMcribed by Du Trail, the French 
hisloriat! of Uniidana. As his work is probably not easily 
acccssibie to many of my ftaders. 1 "hall pcihap* oonault 
iherr convenience by exlracting bis description entire The . 

NatchM, he idU us, began their year in March and divided 
it into thirteen moona Their siJtth tnoort, which answe 
to oiir August, was the Mulberry Moon, and the sevciith wa* 
the moon of Maiic or Great Com, “ rhi* feast is beyond 
dispute the most aotcinn of all. It pn'ndpaity consists In 
eating In common, and in a religioui manner, of new com, 
which had been sown expressly with that design, with suit¬ 
able ceremonies. This com is sown upon a spot of gtputid 
never before cultivated; which ground is drtaseo and pre¬ 
pared by the warriors alone, who also arts the only 
that sow the corn, weed it. reap it, and gather it. \\ hen 
this c»m is near ripe, the warriois fix on a place for 

tile gcfieral feast, and ctoK adjoining to that they form a 
round granary, (he bottom and side* of wh|ch are of CMJ. 
this they fill with the Com. and when thc>' have finisheil the 
harv-est, and covered the granary-, they acquaint the great 
Sun.* who (ppoints the day for the general feast- Some 
d»y% before the feast, they buUd huts for the Great Sun, ami 
for all the other families, mund the granmy. of the 
Great Sun being raised upon a mound of earth about 
feet high. Ow the feast-day the whole nation wt ^^feom 
their village at sun-rising. Itavitig behind only t _ 

infirm that are not able to travel, ^nd a 
arc to cany- the Great Sun on a Utter upon thmr shoulders. 

« C, Hi«tCMlHjy. ''Svmiwile iVliiM 
nf PVorH*,” f-W AmtHK^ * 
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The Beat of this Htter is covered wkh sevcniJ dcer-skins,^ end 
to its four sides are fastentd four b^ira which cro^ each othet. 
and are fiTtpportoJ by eight men* who at every hnndred paces 
tninjsftr their hurtl&n todght othcf men, and thus successively 
«ninsi»rt it to the place where the feast is celebrated, which 
tnay be near two miles from the viHagit Aboul nine o^clocfc 
the Great Sun comes out of hb huE dtessed in dm omamcDt^ 
of his dignity, and being placed m his litter^ wbich lias k 
canopy at the head formed of he is carried In a few 

minutes to the sacreJ granary*, fahouLs of joy rc^cclioiiig on 
all sidei Before he alights lie makes the tour of the whole 
place deliberately, and when he comet beftue the eom+ he 
salutes it thrice with the woitl^ ioo, Ary, lengthened and 
pronnunced teipcctftilly The salutation i% repeaicit by the 
whole iiaiion, wha pronoimoc the word Awi nine dis¬ 

tinct l)v and lit the ninth time he olfghta and pL«ci himself 
on hia thmnc: 

" Immedirttely ftfter they light a flue by fubWiig tvm 
piMM or wo<xl violently Bgalitnt ewh Other, and when everj’- 
tliiftp L9 pj«p!ired for dreiiuiig the fom, the chief of Wiir, 
accompanied by Uw warrion* belongfng to eich family, pre* 
senL«.hijiuc1f t^fore the throne, and arhireses the Sun in 
Uicse wotda, ‘Speak, for i hear tiiee,’ The tovtaeiEti then 
ri«« up, bow$ towards the four quarters of ifie wsrid, and 
advancing to the grocraiy, liA* hi* eyw anrl hiuid* to htsven, 
and aay^ ‘Give tia corn't u|wn which the great chief of 
war. the princes and prineesseii, anti all the men, thank him 
separately by pronouncing the word Jia\ The com iii then 
fiistrJUuted, first to the female Suns, and then to all the 
woOTctH who fim with it to thdr hots, and dreai it with the 
wlmr^st diajialeh. When the com is dressttl in all the huts, 
a plate of il j* put Into the hands of the Great Sun, who 
presents it to the four quarters of the world, and then says 
to the chief of war, 'Eat*; upon this jignaJ the warriors 
b^ln to Cat In all tlie huts ; after them the boys of whatever 
Age, excepting those who »ie on the breast; and fast of all 
tfie women. When the wamorf have finished their repast, 
they form tlmmselves into two choirs before the huts, and 
sing war songs for hal/ an hour: after which t]ie chief Of 
war, and all the warriors in succession, recount their bruve 
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exploit^ Etnd mention, in a boasting manner, the number of 
enemies tliey Iwvc slain. TLe youths are ncxi allowisd 
to harangue, ajiil cacH tells in the best maimer ho can, 
not what Ive hat done, but wliat be in tend# to do ; and 
if hi* diwoufse merits approbatimi, lie is anawered by a 
general Atv t if not, tJie ttarrior* bans down tlicii head* 

and are silent. _ ... . 

"This «t«nnU>- ia corcludtd with a general dance 

by torch-liehL Up'vswda of two hundred torches of dried 
cones, each of tlie thickness of a chiid, ate lighted roirnd the < 
place, where the men and women often continue dancing till 
da>'light; and the following is the disposition of tlicir datice. 

A man place* himself on the ground with a pot covered with 
a decr-skin, in the manner of a drum, to beat Umc to IJie 
dancers ; round him the women form tbninselvea into a circle, 
not joining hand*, but at *ome diatance fmm each olhw ; 
and they are Inclosed by the men in another circle, who 
have in each hand a chkhicois, or calabash, witli u stkk 
thniBl throwfih it to serve for a bandit When the dance 
begins, the woTtien move roimd the men in the centre, from 
left to right, and the nicfi conltttfiwisc from tight to left, and 
they sornclimes narrow and someliioes widen ihcir drtlcs. 

In tills manner the dance continues without inletmi^sion the 
whole night, new performers succesriveiy taking the place of 
those who are wearied and fatigued. 

- Next morning no pcif Jn i* 

Great Sun comes out of his hut, which Is genemtly about 
nine o'clock, and then upon a slgnaJ made by the drum, the 
warriofs make llieif ai>uearancc disringuidwni into two troop^ 
by the fcallrers which they wear on their heads. One of 
these troops b beaded by the Great Sun, and tire other by 
the chief of war, who begin a new diversion by tossing a 
ImII of deer akin stuffed with Spanish beard from the one to 
the other. Th® worrioia quickly lake part in the Sfwri, and 
a violent contest ensue* which of the two panics shall drive 
the hall to the hot of the opposite chief. ITic dtvertion 
grncmlly lasts two hmirs. Sod the virtom are allowed to 
wear the fcalhcf* of superiority til) the following year, or till 
the next tinw they play at the ball After this the wwrtort 
perfonn tire war d«n«; and last of ail tlrey go <md bathe; 
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mi esccrtiw? which ihcy arc very fund of wh«n Uicy are 
ticaiod OJT 

^ "I'hfr T^t of thut day f* employed as ihc jiWCctJiflj* ; for 
the feast holdji as long any of the cotn remam*. When 
it m all eat gp, the Great Sun b catrlc^l back m his Ikter^ 
anil they all rotilrn to the vUbge^ afltr which he the 
warriors to hunt buh for themselvei and him.” ^ ^ 
CtTRAwgH H^'ell tribes whkh do not dij the g^ind vDinctlmes 
olraer^^e anatngou% ceremonies when they gathcf the first 
aiU4^J4«i wild fruits or dig the first ftsoti of the fcai^oa TUu-% among 
Saliih and Tirmeh [tidians of North-West Amerita, 
** befote the young people eat the first berries or roots of the 
nRffbcrrin: they always addressed the fruit or pknh amJ begged 

fiiv^>ur and aid In mihg. tnlx^ regular Finit'fniit 
Qcreinuntcs were annually held at the time of picking the 
wild fruit or gatliering tlie roats>aiid olifoamong the .-uitmon- 
eating tribes when ijie nm of the 'sockeye* talmcm began. 
These ceremonies were not » tmith thank^ving^, as per¬ 
formances to etisnre a plentiful crop or supply of the 
particular object desiredH fuf they were not properly and 
revcrmtly carrltd out there was danger of giving offence to 
the ‘ spirits' of the objects^ and being deprived of them." 
For example^ Ihe^e IndianFj are femd ofthe >T3ung shoots or 
suckers of the wild rafipbeiry* and they observe the follow* 
ing ceremony at gathering the first rf them fo s&ison. 
“ When the fihoQta art ready to pick* that is, whcfi tftey are 
about aijc or eight mchi:! above the ground, the chief, or 
diTCCting elder of the coiumuidty* inatructs bis wife or \iin 
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flau^'htcfs to pluck a. small bundle of llie« and prcparB 
tiicni fo. eatfn& This they do, mine a »»ew pot or kelOc 
for cooking them ire In the incaiuimc till the ^ctliement 
eomra tofiether to take part in llw ccrtnwny. They sland 
in a great eitclc, the presiding chief, eltlcr, or medJdsiO'tnan 
m the case may be. and his aiaittanta being in their mid it. 
Wlioctfcr is conductihg the ceremony now silently Jnstike* 
the spirit of the plants, the tenor of hti prayer being that it 
will be ptopitioiis to them and graJit them a good supply of 
the suckers. Whtie the iinrocntimi b being made all in th# 
ciide must keep their cy« reverently ctmed, this being an 
essential part in all such ccremontea, the oonHibservance of 
Which would anger the spirits and cause them to withhold 
the fevourt sought. To ensure thb l>dng strictly t^ne, 
the assisting elders am am>ed with long wands with which 
they strike any person found opening his eyes during the 
pmver. After this part of the ceremony in wef tlw etwked 
flUckers We banded to the presiding officer In a newly 
carvcsl disli, and a small portion is given to each pewn 
present, who rm-erently and decorouBly eats It. 1 
brings the cereiaony to a ekwe. Later, when the berries 
of this plant are ripe, a second and similar cereoMmy takes 

s fl I 

** The Thompson Indians of British Columbia cook wd 
eat the sunflower root (,BaUatM^rriiJM sa^fiata, Sutt). but 
they used to regard it as a mysterious being, and observed a 
number oftabcKa in eonnexibn with it; for cjEwnple, women 
who were eflgagfil in digginE or cooking the rtmi murt 
nmcibe continenw, and no man might come n^ the oven 
where the women were bakiiiE 'he root When 
people ate tlw first berrieB, roots, or other rrfoducti of Ihe 
season, tbev addres-wd a prayer to the Sunfi^f^Rmd a* 
folbwa: " 1 inform thee that I iiitcnd to eatthcc. Mayest 
thoQ always help me to a.«cnd. so that I may always w 
able to leadt the tops of mourlMOs. and may I 
dumw I 1 a*k th« f'""’ Sunflower-Root, Thou art 

the greatest of all in mystery ' To omit this p^vsr would 
make the eater bey and cmise him to sleep long In the 
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mcimlnEJ. Agaio^ whi?n tho first of the season w&s 

g^itHercd arid ^imc^ked for the fiml tirne, the blkabitantsof each 
Jddge among the Thomp*Qn liidinns nhscrx'ed iht fc<l^owin^^ 
CiS;ri;mniny^ An oldcHy inM assemblcii ail t[i£ inriiAttri, o/ten 
outride tlic lodge #itil genemJly after eunset. and caUitrd aJI 
the adult men and wonto^p who were iti the liahk of smok¬ 
ing, to si* cIowTi m a CiftJe, while he stomJ in ihc mtddlc. 
SomeHmcd be made a long sjjeech to the people, hut as a 
rule hr dimply said, He It known to you Uiat wc wU! cut tip 
ihechitC meaning by the chief the uiUacca So sayrng he 
cut up Rome of the tobacco, and after mixing ft with bear- 
berry leaves he fiHod a large lighted It, and handed it 
to tacli person, following the aiin^s cnut*e Evofj'btidy Look 
one whifT. and holding tip k\% or her hands, the palini close 
togetllcr, blew the smoke dowiiwaids between Lhe fingers and 
over the breot; and as the smoke descended, he rrmsAsI hi^ 
hand-i on hfs hrcait, and fobbing hh chest and shouMcni 
with both hands, as if he were rubbing the amoke he 
pfa)*ed : ^ Lengthen my breatbi cblef| so that I may never be 
skk* and so that t tnay not die for a bug time to eortit“ 
By the chief tie mcanl the tobacctx When every one had 
his whiff* *he tobacco was cut up small amJ a piece 
given to each petMmJ 

Thcr-^ cuittoms of the Tliomtison and other Indian tribcsi 
of iVorth-Weat America arc instructive, because they etcnrly 
indicate the motive^ or at least one of the motives, which 
iindcrUtrs the ceremonies nbsa^rvCil at eating the first fruits of 
the seaaoiL Thrtt motive in the case of thciNer Indians Is 
simply a behef that the plant ilwlf is anfmated by a 
cotiBcimi^ and more or less powerful frpirit^ who must be 
propitiaicd bcfofc the people can safely partake of the fniita 
Of rooia which are supposed to be [>art of his body. No%v if 
this U true of wild fruits and rtxil^ we may Infer with some 
pfobafafUty that it U also true of cultivated fruits ami roots, 
such as yain% and in ^larttcuiur that it holds good of the 
cere.j|iH such as wheat, barley, oatu, rice, and malce. In all 
cases it seeina reasonable to Ttifer that the scruples which 
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munirtst ^kl c$ili|i|^ the fir^t fruits df nny crap, und 
the eerenioriics wtikh tlicy observe before they overcoir^e 
their semptErSi nie due at leiknE fu large measure to ^ not Eon 
tii^t the plant or tree i# anfinated by a spiril of even a deit>v 
nrboAe Jeave must he obtain ed+ favour be 

sought before it la jtnssiblc to pAftukc with safely of Lbc new 
crop. This indeed isplidnly tiffiniicd of the Aico : tliey ad) 
the millet “the divine detcaj^'* " the eereal dciiy^ and they 
pray to ami worjihip him before they wili cat of tJic cakcji 
fruidc fmm tlic nciv tfiUfet^ And even whe^TJ the Indu-Elling • 
divimiy of Upc first fnilts Is not expressly flirjrmcd, it 
appears lo be impUed both by the ?Qlemn prcjiaratlons niade 
for eating them and by tile danger suppoaed to be incurred 
by persona who vetiMire to partake of thctii nlthout obierv 
ing the prescribed ritunj^ In all luch cases, accordingly, we 
may not fnrpmiKrly d^ribe the eating of the netv fruits as a 
isacnament or coinmiinlun with a ddty, or at all events with 
a pawerfu] spirit 

Among the usages which point to this conelufion are 
the enstoni of empEoymg either new or specially reserved ^ ccdiji 
vessels hj hold the new fmhs,* and the practice of 
purifying the per?^ns of the cotninunlcants and even the 
h[m!ses and strecu of the whole town, beforr It is lawful 
fo engage In the aolenin act of com tti union whh ihe 
divinity^* Of all the modes of purifkation adopted on these 
occasions none perhaps brings out the Bac^mrntali virtue of 
the rite so clearly RS the Creek and Sentfnofe practice of 
taking a purgative before mwa I lowing llie new cam ITte 
intention ti thereby to prevent the sacreiiE food from being i 

polluted by corttnet with common frwd in the stomach ^ 
the eaten Fnr the same reasem Catholics partake of the 
Eucharist faiting; and among the p-utorat Ma^ai of Eastem 
Africa the young warriors^ who live on meal and milk 
exduaivelyi are ohUged to eat nothing but milk fur m many 
duya and then nothing but meat for fo many morei and 
before they pass rropn the one food to the oiher they must 
make aure that none of the old food ncfnains in their 
stomachs ; this they do by swaJbwing a wry powerful 
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tjwrcativr and emctW Similarly, amnnj? the Suit, a ||| 
Bfitbli Africa, no one may jiartakr of meal and milk 

oil llie same day. and if he Iwa cltewcd raw millet he Ifl 
forblddco to diink milk for «vcn days. ArnoiiB me 
VVataUiru, utiollitr people of Kaslein Africa akin to the 
Maaai a warrior who had ealcti anlclopq'a flesh might not 
drink of milk on the same day,* Similarly attimig the 
Ccntrtd Esquimaux ihe rules prohibiting contact hetw-^n 
venUon and the flesh of marine animals are very alrict, Ou: 
Esiiuimaux Uierasclvcs say that the goddess Sedtia dislikes 
the dew, and therefore they may not hritig that ammal Into 
comact with her favouritfis, the sea beasts. Hence the 
meal of the whole, the scat, or tlie lyalrus may not be eaten 
bn the flame day with venison. Both sorts of meat may not 
even lie on the floor of the hut or behind the tamps at the 
same time. If a man who has eaten venison in the mnriurig 
hapimns to enter a hut In which the fleih of *rat is t>«ng 
cooked, he t* allowed to cat veni«w* on the bed, but it must 
be wrapt up before being carried into the hnt, and he 
mast take care W* keep dear of the door, llofnie changing 
frutn one food to tlic other the Esquimaux must wash them- 
sttUW Again, just as the Esquimaux think that thdr 
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goddess would be oiTendcd if vimiwii met seal or whale or 
wainu meal in the cftter*» stomach, io the MeJafietans of 
Florida, wie of ihc Solomon btaods, believe (hat if a rnan 
who Itaa '^aten yorft or fish or i.he!l-fiah or the flesh of a 
certain sort of cuscus were to enter a gardert Irnmnilatcly 
aflcrttwds. the Kliosts who preside tlic garden «id 

lauiie the fruits to giOw would be angry and the crop would 
eonseaucntly suffer; but three or four days afief partaking 
of such vktunls, when the food has quite left his atorna^, he 
may enter the garden witltout oflenffl to the ghosta or injury 
to the crop* In like manner the andent Greeks, of whiw 
inlcllectunl kinshiji witli savages like the lisf^uimati* "^ 
Melanesiatif we have already met with many pr^ft. laid it 
down ns a rule that a man who had partaken of the black 
mm oRcftti to Fclops at Olymiihi might not enter mto t^ 
temple of Zeui. and that jMraons who had saenficed to 
Telenhtia at Fcfgauiui might not go up to the temple of 
Aesoilapius until tUrj- bad washed themselves jurt as the 
Esquimaux uho have eaten vetiiaon must wash before they 
maypanake of seal or whale or walrus mcrtt. Again, at 
Lindus in Rhodtss there was a sanctuaty of some god or her^ 
unknown into which no one who had partnken of goat» nr^ 
or peas pudding might enter for three days, no 
hnd cateti diecse might eiUcr for (me day- pmcfy 

internal wsis probably calculated to allow the obnoxious fBOd 
to pass out Ofthe body of the cater before he enicted into 
the .xesence of the deity, who for some reason ^ other 
ehcrislted an antipathy to these particular v,«n^ M 
Castabos in the Carian Gicrsonese Uiere ivafl a sanc^iy 
Heinitlieo. which no nnc miglxl approadi who had cither 

eaten nork or toocheil a pis»' ■ i .. 

In some of the festivals wWeh wc have examined, « 
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in Ch^rfimisa, Burn, Champ Ewi:, ^nd Crak ccremunicKj 
the i^acratncnl first-fruita is combined with a sacrifice or 
presentation of them to god^ or spirits^' and in i?ooh5e of 
lime the sacrifice of first'ffuits tenda to thm^v the sacrament 
into the shadcp if not to supersede it The mere fact of 
ofTcfirtE titc firnt-fitiiiB |o the godi or spirits ooiocs now to 
he thought a sufficient propamtinn for eatintj the nt-iw com ? 
the higher powers having received their stiarev man ia free to 
enjoy the resL This moileof viewrrig the new fruila Implies 
that they are refunded no longer as themselves Instinct with 
diviim life* but menriy as a gift bestowed by the gods u|>on 
naan, who k bound to express his gratitude and homage to 
hfs divine bcnefkctora by returning to them a portion of 
thdir bounty. More e^camples of the saerilicet as distinct 
from sacnmicnt* of first-fruits will he given pre5critl}\* 


^ Eafla/^ Mjf 

The custom of eating bread sacramentally as the body of 
a god was pmeLlsed by the Aztecs before Uie discover)' and 
nwfiiMtLr * eonetdest of Mexico by the Spaniards, Tivjoe a yc-ar. In 
May and December, an image of the great Mexican goijl 
lluitrilo|MichUi or VitjcthpiutlJ was made of dough, then 
broken in pieces, and toleinnly eaten by his worshipperx The 
May cftremony h thus described by the hlr^torian Aexwta ^ 
"The Mexicans In the mouth of May made their principal 
feast to their god ViUilipujttH* and two days before tlm 
fcastt the virgins whereof t Imvc spoken (lha whiiib were 
shut Jip and iwhuled m the same temple and were as it 
Wert frliginiis women) did mingle a qiianrily of (he 5*cd of 
beeti with roasted maiz«« and then they did moiitd ii with 
honey, making an iefoL of that in btgnc^^ like to that 

of wnod^ putting instead of eye* grains of green glass, of blue 
or whitfi ; and (br iijeth grain# of inairc set forth ttith all 
the omaineni and furniture that [ haw nsiid- This being 
fini^licTl^ all the noblctnen camC anti brought it an requisite 
and rkh gartnemt^ like unto that of the idob whtiewith they 
did attbe it, Being thus dnd and deekt^ they did it in 
an nxured drab and th a Jitter to carpy it on tbeir shoulders. 

^ itarrfr* jip. )( tf., jB, w if.p 64 * 74- * S*' betaw, p|L 109 
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TKc murnttig of this feast being come, hji litjur before day 
all the tnaidcn* came forth altired in \vhite, wilh new 
omamEitis, the which that day were catted the Sisters of 
tlidt god VilttlipmtlJ, they came crowned with gariatida of 
ttiafxc roasted and parched, being like tinto azahar or the 
flower of orange ; and about their neck* they had great 
chains of ll« same, which went Uaultl rick wise under thejr left 
arm. Tlieir checks were dyed with v’erinilion, their stnis 
frtrm the elbow to the wrist were covered with red parrots* 
feathera." Young ihmIi dressed In red robea. and crow-ned 
like the virgins with maize, tlien carried the idol in its litter 
to the foot of the great pyramid-^ped temple, up the steep 
and narrow steps of which it was drawn to the music of 
flutes, t mm [lets, cornets, and drums, ** While they mounted 
up the idol all the people stood la the court with much 
reverence and fear. Iking mounted to the top, and that 
they had placed it in a little lodge of loacs uhich they' held 
ready, picscntly came the young men, which strewed many 
flowers of sundry' kinds^ wherewith they filled the temple 
brth within and without This done, all the virgins came 
out of their convent, bringing pieces of paste cOmpcjunded of 
beets and roasted maize, which was of the same paste 
whereof their idol was made and cnmpoundnl, and they 
were of the tisliion of great bones. They' delivered them to 
the young fnen, who carried them up and laid tlicjii at the 
idol's feet, wherewith they filled the whole place that it could 
receive no more. They caUed these tnorwls of paste the 
flesh and bon« of Vilzllipuilll. Having laid abruad these 
bones, presently came all the ancients of the temple, prittt^ 
Levite*, and all the rest of the rnlnisiera, according to tboir 
dienitles aiul antiquities (for hertirt there was a atrfcl order 
amongst them) one after another, with ihcjr diverse 

colours anJ works, every one aceurding to hU digm^ and 
office, having garlands upon their head* and chains of flowers 
absiut iheij necks; after them entne their gods and goddeasei 
whom they worshipped, of ^iveiw figures, altired in the same 
lively : then putting thefn«lvcts in order abtruf ihi^ tnorscli 
and pieces of paste, they used certain ceremonies with smgmg 
and dancing. By means whereof they w«e We^ and 
conscerated for the llcbh and bones of thi* idol. Ihu 
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cutmony and btcs^ng (whercby^ they were tak^n fn? the 
Hcab and byjics of the idol) being ended, tbe^- honoured thow: 
pieces In the ^ame son their god. 

Then cofRO forth the aacriiicc^^^s^ vfho began the ^aciihcc 
of iT5Cfi in llie manner as hath been spoken, and that day^ 
they did aaeriHce a greaier numbej than at any other limet 
for that it was the mnst aolemn feast they observed. The 
sacrifices being ended, all the young men and maids came 
out of the temple atllrcd as beiore, and being placed in 
order and nuilr. One directly against anoiher,, they (kneed 
by drums, the which sounded In praise of the feast, and of 
the Idol vi?hidi they did celebrate. To which song nil the 
f9i03t ancrcint and gteatcsl iiDblcinen did answer ^ianeing 
about tlicm, inaking a circle* as llrcir use k tlw young 
men and maids romaioiiig always In the midsL All the 
city came lo this goodly spectacle^ and there ^vas a com- 
niAiiciment very slricUy observed throughout all the land* ibat 
the day of the feast of the idol of Viti^ipui^tll tli*^* should 
cat no meat but this pastc^ with honey, whereof t^ie 
idol was made- And this ihouhi be eaten at the point of 
dayi and they idiould diink no water nor any other thing 
till after iirwn S they held, it for an ill sign, ycat for sacrUi^e 
to do the contrary : but after the ceremonies ended, it was 
lawful for them to cat anything, Dudng the lime of this 
ceremony diey hid the water from their little children^ 
admonkhing all such u had the use of reason not to dritik 
any water ; whkh^ if they did, the anger of God would come 
upon them* aj)d they should die, which they did obsierve 
very carefully and strictlyi The ccremontes, dandug, 
and sacriiioe ended, they wettl to tindothe LlK^nif^lves, and 
the priests and superior of the temple took tlie idol of 
paite, which chey spoiled of all tfse ornaments it had, and 
made many pieces, as well of the idol jtsdf of the 
truncheons which they consecrated, and tliCU they gave 
tboiTi to the people in manner of a communion, beginning 
with the greater, mid coritinui^ unto the re^t* both men* 
women* and little childncn, who received it with such 
tcara, fem-, and reverence at il was an admirable thing* say¬ 
ing that they did cat ihe i\csh and bo lies of Godp wherewith 
they were grievttU Such as had ajiy sick folks demanded 
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tiiereof for llicto, and carried it with great reverence nnd 
vciicnUlorii" * 

Froni this InlwcstLitg passage we leam that the andent ^ ^ 
Mexican*, ci«n before the arrival of Christian mtaslonaries. 
were ftilly acquainted with tlie UwciogicaJ doctrine of tnin- 
sLibstantiatiuit and acted upon it in tiic solemn rites of 
their religion. They belinvetl that by oonaccrating bread 
their priests could turn it into the very body of their god. 

90 that all who thereupon partook of the cfinsecralisd bn^ 
entered into a mystic camiouijkin with the deity by receiving 
a portion of hi* divine siibstatiee into tltraiwlvea IPic 
doctrine of Itunsubatantiatioo, Of the itiagienl conversion 
of bread into flesh, nasalso famiiiar to the Aryans of ancient 
India long before the spread and even the rise of Chrl&tianity, 

The Urahtnans laughl that the rice^akes oflined In sacrihcc 
were substituted for human bdngs, tlwt they were 

actual ly converted into the real bodic* of men by the 
manipulation of the priest Wc rend that ** when (tlit' 
ricesrake) srilJ cotisiats of rice->mca], it is the hair, lien he 
pours water on it becomes ilcin. When he mixes it, U 
becomes flesh: for then it bceomes consbttnt; and 
consistent also is the flesh. When it i* hiihcd, it becomes 
bone i for then it becomes somewhat hard j and hard is the 
boirc. And when he is about to take h off (the fire) and 
sprjnkiks it with butter, he changes it into marrow. This 
is the cotiijtlctencas which they call the fivefold animal 
sacrifice." * These remarkable transformations, doily w^ght 
by the priest, on the rice-wafer, were, however, nothing at 
all to Uio*e which the gods themselves accompliahed when 
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they firxt the rtlc; For the hon*® and the n* 

which tliey sacrificed became a koi aiid a gayal 

ri:5pcctlve!y l theiUicep was turneri into a camel : and the^t 
was converted into a temiiJ-kaWe speci« of deer, 
with eiiiht legs* which slew Uona and dephanta. l>ti the 
whole il would sretn tliat ncilhcf the ancient Hindoos nor 
the ancient Mesican* had <nuch to kam from the most 
refined mysteries of Catholic thcolofty. 

•n,» Now, too. we on perfectly understand why on the day 

5<3lefi]n cocriiniinbfi with the d^\y ihc Mexicans 
refused to eat any other food that, the c^secrated b^^d 
•niioni they revered as the very Hesh and bones oi ineir 

God. and why up till noon they might drinlt nothing at all, 
not even water. They feared no doubt to defile the ponion 
of God in their stomachs hy eonttet with common things* 
A similar pious fear led the Ci«W and Seminole Indiana, as 
wc saw, to adopt the more thoroughgoing eKpcdicnt of 
rinsing out thdr insidcS by a strong puigative Iwlort they 
dared to partake of the sacmmcnl of first^fruili’ we «n 
now also conjecture the reason why 21 u)u boys, after eating 
the flesh of the btnek bull at the feast of first-fruits, are 
forbidden to drink anything till the next day,* 
amk the festival of the win lei solstice id December llie 

Art ie s killed their god Hullsilopochtli in effigy first and 
ate him afterwards* As a prep*ration fa; this salemn 
««:mony an image of the deity in the likeness of a man was 
ud^Lif fanhimied out of seeds of various sorts, which were lineadftj 
Mito a dough with the blood of children* The bones of the 
god were rcpresentcti by pieces of acacia wooA ITiis image 
pliiced on the chief altar of the temple, and on the day 
of the festival tJic king offered incense to it. Early next day 
it was taken down and set on it* feet in a great lialL Then 
a priest, who bore tiie name and acted the part of the g*td 
QuetiiilctHttI, took a flint-lipped dart and hurled it into the 
breast of the dougb-ttaago, piercing »t through and throuEh, 
This was called " Wiling the grd HuJUilopochtli so that his 
body mi^ht be eaten." One of the piiesta cut out the heart 
of the image and gave it to the king to cat. The rest of 
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thciiTwifit was dividetl in to mi n ute piece*, of wliich cvciy man 
great and =iiiiall, to the male diUdrcn in llic cradle, 

itceiv-cd one to eat Rut no woman mifilit taste a inorscL 
llie ccremtiny was Called that i*, *' BOd i* eaten."' 

At aorrtlier festival the Mexicans made litiJc image* like 
men, which stood for the clood-cappeil muuntaina. These 
image* wero moulded of a paste of various ««Ls and were tajssjot 
dressed in paper omamenta. Some people fasliioned five, 
others ten, olhcm as mnnj' a* fifteen of tUem. Having been ^ 
made, they ivcra placed in the omluty of each houws and 
worshipped. Four times in thecoume of the night oiTcring* 
of foo<l were brought to them in tiny vessels ; and people 
sang and played the (lute before them thiough all the 
hours of darkness. At break of day the prirsta stabbed 
tlic image* with a weaver's instrument, cut off ihcif htwls, 
and tore out their hearts, which they presented to the 
master of the house im a saucer. The bodies of the 

(mages were then eaten by all the family, especially by the 
servants, in order that by eating them they might be pre¬ 
served from ecitain distempers, to which those persons who 
were negligent of vrorship to those dcitica conceived them- 
selves to be subject"* tn some eitic* of Me*i«o. as In 
Tla4Q{>an and Coyohuecan, an idol was fiiitiioiied out of 
grain* of various kinds, end the wumc/rs ate it In the belief 
that the sacred food would increase their forees fourfold 
when they marched to Uie fight* At certain fesUvala held 
thrice a year In Nicaragua all tbe men. beginning with the 
priests ami riilBfs.drew blood from their tongue* and genttaJ 
organs with sharp knives of flint, allowed it to drip on some 
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aheavM of maiUi, aaJ tlicfl ale ihe bloody grain u a blessw* 
fooiL' 

MHlw Bill the Mexicfihs dlrl not alwaya content thciiiHelv'es 

with Mting their goda itr the outward and visible shape of 
hteaii or grain i it was not even enough thiit ihia material 
hiiiTM i ^ vebicie of the divine life altotild be kneaded and fortified 

of ffiJ fpiih buman blood. Tlwy craved, as It acetna, after a closer 

union with tlie UTing god. and attatned it by devouring the 

(kah of a real man. whiii after he liad paraded for a time 

' in the trappings and received the honoti« of a god, was 
slaughtered and eaten by his cannibal worshippers. The 
deity thus consumed in effigy was Tetrcatlipoca, and the 
man cltosen tu represent liini and die in his stead was a 
young captive of handsome Jierson and lllustriuua birth. 
During his captivity the youth ihua doomed lo play Uic 
fatal jtart of divinity was allowed to range tlie streets of 
Mexico freely, escorted by a distiiiguiahcd train, who paid 
him as much respect as if he had been iudoKl the god him¬ 
self instead of only his living image. Twenty clays before 
the festival at whidi the tnigie mockery was to end, tliat be 
might taste all the joys of this transient world to which he 
must soon hid farew-eil, h* reedved in mantige four women, 
from whom he parted only when he took hfe place in the last 
solemn procession, ATnrtd at t be foot of the aered pyramid 
on the top of which he was to die, the sacrtficecs saluted 
him and led him up the long staircase. On the sunimit 
five of them retred him and bckl him down on his back 
upon the sacrificial stone, while the high priest, after bowing 
to the god lie was about to kill, cut open his breast and tore 
out the throbbing heart with the accustomed rites, Hut 
instead of being kJeked down the staircase and sent rolling 
from step to step like the corpsen of common victims, the 
body of the dead god was carried respectfully down, and Uis 
flesh, cliopfied up small, was distributed among the priests 
and nobles as a blessed food. The head, being severed front 
the trunk, was preserecd In a Acred pbee along with tiic 
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white And Erinning skuUn of all the other victiiHE who hiul 
lived ami died id the character of the god Tctzeatlipocsi** 

eiiRtom of entering Into comm union with a god by Con-^^ 
eating of his effig/survived till bicJy ammig the Uuicbol 
Indhina of Mexico- In a narrow valley, at the foot ®f 
B beeiiiiig crag of red rock, they have n iinall thatched la* 

temple of the God of firev *nd here down to recent years 
stood A *mall image of the deity in human form roughly 
carved out of solidified volcanic ash. Tlic Idol ivas very 
dirty and »mcai«l with blood, and in his right aide was a Srtcii.«ii 
hole, which owed its existenee to the piety and devotion of 
his worshippers. Fof they bclicvisl that the power of healing 
and n knowledge of mysteries could be A<x|uired by eating 
ft little of the god's holy body, and accordingly shamans, ot 
mcdlcine'nicn. who fJesirctl to lay in a stock of these accom- 
plishmcnta, so oscftil in theCKcreise of their profession, were 
wont to repair to the tedi|ile, where, having dejrosUed an 
ofTering of food or a votive bowl, they soaped ofi’ with tticir 
fifiger’-nails some particles of the god’s body and swallowed 
them. After engaging In this form of communioti with the 
deity they had to Rbstaiii front salt and from all carnal con¬ 
verse with their wives for five montlu* Aguiit. the hlolas^ a 
caste of pariahs in Southern India, communicate with the god¬ 
dess Suiikaiftmma by eating her (fffigy- TTte communion takes 
place at marriage. An ims^e of the goddess in ihe form Of 
a truncated cone is made out of rice mid gtwn gram cookm 
together, and it K decorated with fi nose icwcl, garlands, 
and other rdigloiLH symbols. Offerings of rice, frankinceme, 
campluir, and a coconut are then made lo the image, and a 
ram or Itogoat fa tacriliced. After the sacrifice hAj, been 

presented, all the persOBS Bssemblcd prostrate thetnselvom 
silence before the Image, then they break It in pieces, and 
distrilmling the pl««s omotig themselves they swallow them. 

In Ihj* way they are, no doubt, lielicveiJ to absorb the divine 

ImJiaua, lili i. i*p. If. wL It [«fV ,, .„H ioni w»iK«n •» 

i>!^, the Msl had h **• **< W* 
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c^^rnoe of ibe goddcts whose broken body has juHl passed 
C^rhaQo into tltcir rtoomchs.* In Europe ihc Cftthnlic Church has 
^ resorted to aimlltir mcBits for eoablinj; the pious to enjoy 
tlwmeffablc privilege of eating the persons of the hifanl 
sLi«p>m^ Coii ani! his Mother* For this purjiose itnages of the 
Msdoittia ate printed on some soluble and linrmless substance 
and sold In sheets like postage stamps. The wotahip^r 
buys as many of these sacred emblems as he lias occasion 
for, and affixing one or more of them to hie food swallows 
the bolus. The practice Is not confined to the poor and 
ignorant, tn his youth Count von lt<ictisbn>ecli and bis 
dcviiut mother u.s«l thus to consume portions of God and 
his Mother with their meals.*'E. 


I j. Mitny JfartfV «r/ Arie^ 

We are now able to suggest an explanation of the pro- 
f UtU verb “ There are many Manil at Aricia,*** Certain loaves 
made in the shape of men wete called by the Romans 
tnattiat. and it appears th«t this kind of leaf was specially 
wntiDm made at Aricia.* Now, Mania, the name of one of these 
toiivcs, vfi» also the name of the Mother or Grand mot htn^ of 
«i Rvmn Ghosts,* to whom woollen effigies of men and women were 
dedicated at the festival of the Cbmpitalhi These effigies 
<rCniiM>< were hung at the doors of all the houses in Rome ; one 
cfligy was hung up for every free person in the houses and 
one effigy, of a dilTcrent kind, for every slave- The reason 
'^**'*^ was that on this day the ghosts of the dead were believed 
to be going about, and it was hoped that, either out of 
good nature or through simple inadvertence, they would 
carry ofT the effigies at the dour instead of the living people 
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m lH« li&uwCL According to tradition, th*se woollen fij^urcs 
we^ rtiibAtilutes for a fornier cui^itcim of jacrificing humjm 
bellies/ Ul>oti data ao fra^eutary and imoenaiiij it in Tisci&^TTt 
jmiwssiblo 10 build with confidence; but it seems worth 
suggesting that the loaves in human form, which appear 
to have been baked at Arida, were sacramental bread. 
and that in the oh! days, wKcti the divine King of the 
VVood was annually sUin, loaves wert made itt liis image, ^0,4^1(111 
like the paste figures of the goda in Meatico^ Indifl, and 
Europe, and were eaten sacTomcritally by bis wonshippert* 

The Mexican sacniinenu in Iionour of [JulttilojxichlU were 
also accompanied by the sacrifice of hunum viclima Tlie 
tiaciition that the founder of the sacred grove at Aricia waa 
a man named Manias, from whom many Maiiii were 
descended, would thus be an etymological myth iavenicd to 
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expl^ ll'ft name ptititiae as applied to these jamnientaJ 
loavcL A dim recoiled ion of the priE>nat Connexion of the 
loAve» with liunian sacririccs may perhaps be traced in tlit 
story that the cffjyiss dediented to Mania at the Compitalia 
were sobstilutc* for human victims. The Story itself, how- 
m-er, is probably devoid of foiindatioii, since the practice of 
putting up dututnies to divert the attention of Ehoats or 
demons from Jiving people is not oncomnioni As the 
practice U both widely spread and very characieristic of the 
tn antler of thtnighlof primitive mar, who tties in a thousand 
ways to outwit the malice of splrilual beings, ! may be 
pardoned for devoting a few pages to its illustration, even 
tliough in doing so [ diverge scrdiewlial from the strict line 
of argument I would asJc Uie reader to observe that the 
vicariouB use of imagn, with which wc aic here concemetj, 
dlfTei* wholly In principle from the symjwthetiG use of liwm 
which we examined befonr!' and Uiat while the synifKiihctrc 
u« belongs purely to magic, the vicarious use falls within 
the donuiin of religiOR. 

The Tibetans stand in fear of innumerable earth-demons, 
nil of whom art under the authority of Old Motlier Klidn-tna, 
This goddess, who may be comtiafed to the Roman Mania, 
the Mother or Gnttidmother of Gliww, u dressed In golden- 
yellow robes, holds a golden noose in her hand, and rides oti 
a ram. In order to bar the dwelliRg-house against the foul 
fiends, of whom Old Mother Khiin-ma i* mistrass. ati 
elHboratc slrueture somewhat roscinbling a chandelier is 
fixed above the door on the outsid e of Uie house. 1 1 contains 
a rum's akull, a variety of precious objects such as gtdd-Jeaf, 
silver, and turqunisc, also some dry food, such as rice, wheat, 
and pulse, and finally imiigesor pit^unra of a man, a woman, 
and a house. “ The object nf these fignTes of a man, wife, 
and house is to deceive the demons shuulil they still come 
in spite of this olTering, and to mislead them into the belief 
that the fnfcgotng pictures are the inmates of the lupuse, so 
that they may wicak their wral^ on these bits of wood ami 
ro save tlic real Itoman oeeupstits.'' When all is ready, a 
priest prays to Old Mother l^hbn.ms that she would be 
pleased to accept thejc datnly ofTeringa and Co close the open 
■ Sc« T%* Mtiit Art ami tit tf L jj. Jfy* 
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doors of the earth, in order lhal tber demnn^ m^y mit corrua 
foith Infest ant! injure the household.^ 

Further, it of^en 5unix>scd that tlie spirits of r^rnmns 
who have rcecntl/ departed this life arc xipt to -cbitf 11,4 iiHi41& 
olT widi them to the world of the dead the souls of their 
aurvivia^ relations. Hence the savaE^c resorts lo the 
device of mahiiiu up of dum'mies or clfigics which he 
puts in the way of the ghost, hoping that the dull- 
witted spirit wiii mistake them for real people and 50 
leave the surtivora in peace. Hence fn Taliili the priest 
who performed the funei^i rites used lo luy some slips 
of plan tarn leaf-stalk on the breast and under the anrm of 
the corpse, saying* There are your family » there is your 
chUd^ there is your wife^ there is your father, and there is 
your mother. Be satisfied yonder (that is* in the world of 
spirits), 1,00k not towards ilio^eivho are left in the world,*' 

This ccreniony, we are told, was deigned “to impart epn* 
tejilment to the departed* and to prevent the spirit front 
tepamng to the places of hts fomicr resort* and so di!^trussing 
the survivors," * When the Galdatec^ bury a corpsic, they 
bury with it the stem of a banana-tree for company^ In order 
that the dead per^^n may not seek a ct 3 iii(?iiinofi amotig the 
livin^d Just as the coflln is being iowered itito tl^c earthy 
one of the bystanders steps up and throws a young banana- 
tree into tlie grave; saying, ^Fricnd^ you must miss your 
companions of tliis earth | hete, lake this as a comiude:^* 

In the Banks Isbnds, Melincsta, the gluMt of a woman who 
has died in childbed cannot go away to Panoi or ghost-lftiid 
jT her child live$, for she cannot Jeavc the baby behind- 
Elcnce to bilk her ghost they tie up a piece of hoftana- 
trunk loosely m leaves and lay it on Her bOTim In Ihe gi^ve. 

So away she goes* thinking she has her baby with her* and 
as she goes rhe banana-stalk keeps slipping abotil in the 
leaves* and she fancies it is the child stirring at her breast- 
Tlius ^ihc Is happxi till she comes to gho^tdand and finds she 
has been deceived ; for a baty of baniiiia-StaJk cannot pass 
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(leiuiilsT’ nmfiflg The ghusts.. So bai-.k ^lie come* learifii; in 
grief and rage lu litok for the cHild : but tneantlnie the infAiU 
has been artfuny' removed to another house, whefe the deed 
mother cannot find it, thougli she tooks for it everywhere*’ 
In the I’clew Islands, when a noiiian has died tn child* 
bed. her spirit comes and cries, ‘Give me the child I” 
So to beguile her theyhnry the stem of a yrmng banana-tree 
with her hody, cutting it short and laying it between her 
right arm and lier breasL* The same device is ^opted for 
the same purpose in the Island of Timor.* In like circum- 
sEancos rteBnoesi of the Niger Delta force a piece of the ilcm 
of a plantain Into the womb of the dead mother, m order to 
make her think tliat she has her babe with her and so to 
prevent her spirit from coming hack to claim die living child.* 
Among the Vocubas of Weal .Africa, when one of twins dies, 
the mother carries about, along with the surviving child, a 
small wooden iigurc roughly fashioned in human shapm and of 
the MX of Ihfi dead twin. Tlib figure Is intended not merely 
to k«p the live child from pining fur Its lost comrade, ln« 
alsrt io give tlie spirit of the dead diild something into which 
it can 0 liter without disturbing its little brother or sister,* 
Among the Tschwi of West Africa a 1-idy observed a sickly 
Child with an Image beside it which site took for a doll. 
Hut it wat no doll, it was an ef1ig>' of the child's dead twin 
which was being kept near the survivor as a habitation for 
the little gbodt, kst It ahoulJ wander homeless and, feel¬ 
ing lonely, caJl its companinn away after it along the dark 
of death.* 

At Onit-dia, a town on the left hank of the Niger, 
a miss if 1 nary once met a funeral procession which be 
tlescrlbes as very sit^ular. The real body had already bf?en 
buried in the house, but a piece of wcjod in the foriu of a 
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sofa and covered up was being borne by two pcraoivi on 
their head^ aiiendcd by a procession of six men anti «lse 
women. The mco carried cutlasses and the twmen clap}>ed 
their hands as they passed along each slrceti cryingi •* 1 bis 
is ttie dead body of him that is dead, and (a gsme into the 
world of spirits."' Jlcantime the rest of the vllbgcfs had to 
keep iudoora' The sham corpse was probably iutendnl as 
a lure to draw away prowling dernouB from the real body. 
So among the Angoui, who iuhabil ihc wuitern bank of 
^ at-j. iVyassa, ibcrc is a common belief that demons hover 
atmUt tJic dying arid dead before burial m order to snatch 
away their souis to Join their own evil order. Gutit are 
fired and drums are beaten to repel tlicse spiritual foes, 
but a surer way of baulking their tuachlnationa i* to have a 
lUnck fuiicrai and so midcatl and confound them. A diaim 
corpse It made up out of anything that comes to hand, and 
it is treated exactly as If h were what it pretcuils to be. 
This lay figure is then carried some dtstfliite to a grave, 
followed by a great crowd weeping and wailing as if ihdr 
husirts amuld break, while Ibe rub^-dub of drums and the 
discharge of g«iw iuld tn tiie uproar. Mcrintime the real 
corpse l» being interred as quietly and sieattWly as po«|blr 
near the house. Thus the demons are bafflml ; for when 
the dummy corpse has been laid in I he earth with every mark 
of respect, and the noisy crowd hfl-s dispciscd, the fiend* 
down on the mock grave only to find a bundle of rushes or 
some such trash in it; but the true grave they do not know 
und cannot fiinL* Similarly among the JJakimdu of the 
Cameroons two graves are alivay« made, mie m the hut of 
the deceased and nnotber somewbere else, and no one knows 
where the corpse i, r«lly buried. The custom is apparently 
Intended to guard the kimwledgc of 

demems. who might make an 111 u^ of the tody, rf not of 
tbe »ul, of the departed.* In Hke maimer the kamdaro. 
tribe of Australia we rc|»rtefl to make two graves. □ real 
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cmt iinift an <OT|Viy uw* for the puf^ioseor cheatfng a makviv 
lent spirit called Krncibcii/ So, toi*, t^omc of the Nagai of 
Ass^m dig two gravcifi a sham grave made coti^pimous on 
piirpo^se to auract the notice of the cvfl apidt«, and the ftal 
grave made inconspicuoiiSi to CJicapc their altcnilon: a rigure 
ii 4ct Up over the false gmve* bis is said lo have made 
inany false gmva of the dead 0mm in Egypt ill oidcf that 
his foe Ty^ihon might not be able to find the triie one.* In 
Itombay. if a perKm die^ On an unlucky day, a dough figure 
of a man is carried on the bier with him and burnt with his 
corpse. This is support! to binder n second death frotn 
occurring In the family/ probably because the dqniuns 
are thought to take the dough figure instead of a real 
person ► 

Again^ eRigies^ arc often employed as a means of prevent¬ 
ing or curing sickness ■ the demons of disease cither mistake 
the effigics for living people or are persuaded or compelled 
to enter them, leaving the real men and women well and 
whole/ Thus the AUoora of Mitiuhassa, in Colehos^ will 
soETietimes transport a sick man to another house, whlJc they 
leave on hU bed a dummy made up of a plilow and clothes. 
This dummy the demnn in iiuppo^ed to mistake for the sick 
man, who consequently recovers/ Cure of prevention of 
thia sort seems to find fiipccial favour with the EJyaks of 
RoftteoL Tbtis^ when an epidemic is raging among ^hcIn^ 
tin; Dyaks of the Katocngoiiw river set up wooden images 
iil their doors in Oie hope that the demoas of the plague 
may be deluded into caitying off ibe effigies instenii of Uie 
people/ Among the Olnh Ngadjti of Borneo^ wJwn a sick 
man Is supposed to be sulferlng from the ass^iiilts of a ghoAt^ 
puppetp of dough or rice-meal nre made and thrown iindet 
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the hcnisc a# for «hft patient, who thus rids 

of the ghost. So if a itun ha* been aiuiclf«j by s ctocodiJe 
sod has contrived to e«ap«r. Iw oiakw a ptippet of tiovgh or 
meal and a»tt it into the water a# a vicarious oifetinp 
otherwise the watcr^'od, who ia conceived in the altape of a 
ertwodUe, might be angry,* In eexialiJ of ibr westeni dis¬ 
tricts of Homco if a man is taken suddenly and violently 
sick, the physidati. who in this patl of the world is g^rally 
an old woiiiiin, fashions * wooden image wid brings it seven 
times into contact with the sufferer's head, wWlc she says: 

" This {mage serves trp take the place of the sick man; sick- 
ncBS pass over into the iin^" Then, with some ncc,salL 
and tobacco in a little basket, the substitute is carried to the 
spot where the evil spirit t» supposed to have coter^ into 
the man, 1 here it is set upright on the grettod. *^*-*^ *'*' 
physician has invoked the spirit a* follows: O dc cre 
Is an image which stands instead of the sick^ntan. e eaM 
lie soul of the sick man and plague tho image, for it a 
indeed prettier and better than he" Similar subatituics aie 
used almost dally by these Dyaks for tiic purpose of draw- 
log off evil inllueRces from anybody’s person. Thus, when 
ttfi Ol Danotn baby will not stop squalling, Its raatmuil 
ffrandmolher takes a Is^ leaf, fashions it into a pupi^t to 
represent the child, and presses it against Jhe 'nfaiit a l^y. 
Having thus decanted tlie spirit, W to speak, from the ^3 
into the puppet, she pierces the cfiiBy with little anwa fr^ 
a blow-gun, thereby killing the spirit ihal had vexed her 
child* Slmllarfy in the island of Darna, helweei* New 
Guinea and Cdebes, where dekness b averibeti to the ^en^ 
nf demona, the doctor makes n doll of pnlm-lraf and lays It, 
toceUier with some betel, rice, and half of an empty egg- 
s^ll, on the patient’s head, I-wred by this bait die d«i^ 
quitv the sufferer’s body and enters the rmlm-Ieaf d^l which 
the wily doctor thereupon promptly decapitates. Tills may 
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itKiHjMbly be flUp|iRMal (o ma 3 <c ^ end nf the deinoit and of ( he 
sickne^^ IfigelhcrJ A Dyak ^re:i:rer, being called in lo pre- 
icribe for i\ liitte boy who suffered from a diflorder of the 
.vtoniai;k, cohitnicted l^vo effigies of the ht}y and his mother 
outef bundlca ofeJothcf and ofTcred them, togeiher wUhisome 
of the iMwent*' finery^ to the devil who waa pkgtdng the child ; 
tt wiks hoped that the demon wciulU take the effigies and 
lisiivc the boy." IhiLla magidaos conjere the demon of 
nul of the patient"* body intu an Image made out of 
a banana-tn^ with a humaji lace and wrapt tip in magic 
lierbs ; the image is then liurdcdly removed and thrown 
away or buried beyond the boundarl^ of the vflJagtL* 
Sometimes the image, dressed as a man or a woman accord¬ 
ing to the se?£ of the patient^ is deposited at a crosi-ri?ad 
or other ihofoughrart, in the hofie that some jmsscr-by, «e> 
ing ity may start and cry out, ** Ah I So-and-So is dead**; 
for such an exctamatlon is ^iipf>o*cd to delude the demon of 
disease into a belief that he Ka.s accomplished hh fell purposCi 
50 he takes himself off and leaves the siifTcrer to get well^ 
The Mai Darat, a Sakai tribe of the Malay Pcnimiula, 
attribute all kinds of diseases fo the agency^ of spirits which 
they call itjofnl fortunately, however, the magreian can 
induce these maleficent beings to come out of the gick 
person and take up ihdr abode in rude fignreA of gmis, 
which an? hang up outside the houses in littl* bcLl-shaped 
brines decorated with peeled ^tlcks.^ 

In the [stand of Nias people fear that the spirits of 
murdered infante may come and oms^e women with child to 
■nwLw^of miscarry^ ^I'o divert the unwelcome attention of th«*se sprites 
from a pregiiant woman an elaborate mechanism has been 
contriv^ A potent idol called Fangola is set up beside her 
bed to ijuard her slurnben during the flours of darkness from 
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the evil tiling!^ ibat miEht hmin licf; anolhcr MoL connected 
with the fiist l>y a chain of [jalm'lKiveH,i!i erected in the largo 
room of the fiouwf; and laitly it stoflH hanana-trtc ia planted 
{» front of die second idol. The fioliou Is that the sprites, 
scared away hy the watchful Faiigtila from the sleeping 
woman, will acramble along the chain of palm-t^ve* to the 
other idol, and then, beholding the banana-tree, will iniatake 
it for the woman they Were looking for, and so pounce upon 
it instead of her.’ Iti ilhulan, when die moke nw^ 

music to drive away the demon who is causing disease, little 
models of animali are fashioned of flour and bullcr and the 
evil aiiirit is implored to enter these modcK which are then 
burnt.* So in 'l ihet, when a man « 

remedies have failed, bis friend* will sometimes, ^ a last 
resort, offer an image of him with »ime of in* clothes to 
tlie Lord of Death. Isesccdung ihat auRust peisonage to 
accept the imaE= a^d spate ihe man.* 

of curing a skk nrnn is to k»ur>' a amall effigy of him m a 
tiny colTin, afier which be ought ceruSnly to recover. in 
Siam, when n person is dangetously HI. Uve maBicion 
modcU a smalt image of him in clay and carrying it 
away to a solitary pla« recites ebamfi over It which 
compel the malady to pass from the sick man into the 
iinase. The sorcerer tJien buries the images and tlie sufferer 
is made whole,* So. tou, in Cambmlia the doctor ficihions 
a rude effiev of hi» patient in cloy atid deposits it m «onre 
lonely spoCwhere the ghost or demon takw it mnttsid of tire 
man.* The same ideas and the same practices ptevoU inuth 
further to tbe north among the tribe* »b the lower course of 
the River Ainwr. When a GoTtll «r a Gilyak slmmlto hw 
cast out the devil that caused disease, an abode has to be 
provided for the hometea devil, and this la done by making 
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jt wooden idol in human form of whicfi the ejected tlerinn 
Uke» po&snssion.^ 

The Chriicsc of A.mciy make yfeat u*e of cheap efiigtea 
ai mean^ of divetting ghoslly and other evil influence 
fitnn jwoplfc Thcie effigies arc kept in stock ard sold 
fn the shops which purvey counterfeit pai>ef money anti 
other spurious wares feu the tuse of simple-minded ghosts 
and gods, who accept tlwiM in all good faith instead of the 
genuine articles. Kothing could well be cruder than the 
pup^iels that are employed to relieve suiTcrers frotti the many 
Ills which flesh is heir ta They are composed of two bamboo 
aptinteis fastened together crosswdse willr a piece of pafier 
|Ktsted on one side to repesent a liuinan body. Two other 
shreds of paper, sujrjwised lo stand for boots, distinguish the 
effigy of a man from the effigy «f a woman. Armed with 
one of these " »ulriititkites for a iwrsan," a« they are called, 
you may set fortune at defiance. If n member of your 
family, for exampJe, Is ailing. Or has sufTered any evil what¬ 
ever, or even ip, merely threatened by ntisfortune, all that 
you have to do fs to send for onv of these puppets, jraas 
it alt oa-er hi* body while you recite an apirrojiriate spell, 
and then bum the puppet. The maleficent Influence Is thus 
elicited from the person of the stifferer and destroyed once 
for all If your child has tumbled Into one of those open 
aew'crs which yawn for the unwary in the streets, you 
need only Rsh him out, pass the puppet over hU filthy 
little body, and say: ** This contact (of the substitute) with 
the front of the body brings purity and prosperity, and the 
contact with the bflck gives power to eat till an old, old, oid 
nge; the contact with the left aide crstabILihes well-being 
for years and years, anil the contact with the right aide 
bestows longevity; happy fate, cornel itt fate, be trans¬ 
ferred to tlie Eubstilute ISo saying you bum the 
substitute, by choice near the unsavoury spot where the 
accident happened | and If you are a careful man you will 
fetch a pail of water nnd wash ^le ashes away. Moreover, 
the child's head should be shaven quite clean; but if the 
SUfTercr was an adult, it is enough to lay bare with the raior 
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a imall patch on hta walp to let out the evil influcflct* In 
Corea effipiea are etilptoyaJ on miicb tbc same principle For 
the piiipoM: of prolojTSjing life. On tlie fourteenth and the 
fiftmrth day of the firm tnontlr all men and women bom under 
the Jen or “ Man " aUr make certain straw itnagea dres^ 
in clothes and coniainint; a number of the copper which 
form the cunency of the ctnintty. Strictly speaking, there 
shoald be as many ca»h In the image aa the person whom 
it rerpre^ents bus lived year*; but the rule i* not strictly 
nbscrfcd The* image* arc placed ott ibe path outride • 
the house, and the pcKiT people ael*c them and t^r them 
up In order to get the cash which llicy contain* Tiie 
deatniclioti of the irnage i* supposed to save the person 
rtpresented From death fur U>o years, At^nlingly lire 
Ceremony need only be pcriormed once in ten years, 
though some people from excei* of caution apiwar to 
observe It annually,* 

The Abchascs of the Caucasus bcliftve that sickness 
is sometimes raitscd by Mother Earthi So in order to 
appease her and redeem the life of the sick man 
innocent miiTden will make a puppet in human form, 
richly clad, and bury it in the earth, Myiiig, *'I«i«d ofthe 
sick man, play stid delight yourself witli this. The fvwc 
negroes of Tofioland. in West Africa, think lliat the ipirilsof 
all living people come from heaven, where they live m the 
intervals between ihoir incarnations Life in Amediowc, as 
thev call that heavenly region, which lies a little 
of 111* town of iTo, is very like life on earth- There are 
fields there and wtldpmcsacs and forots. Also there are 
all kinds of food, *u*-’h as yams and maiite and likewise slock- 
yains, not to spenk of cotton i in fact, all these things came 
from heaven just as men ihemselres did, .Monger, every¬ 
body hM his spirtlual mother in heaven and htf splrftiiii 
aunt, also his spiritual unde, hia spirituaJ grandfirthcr, and 
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BO 01*1 just as on ernili. Now lt*e spirits in heaven afu; 
apt to resent it when <ine of their niintbcr ijiiita them to 
go and be born as a child on earth; and sometimes they 
will pursue the truant and carry him back tii tite celestial 
country, and that is what wc call death. Little children arc 
most commonly fetched away by their uiotlier in heaven; 
for she wearies for them and comes and lays an invisible 
haitd Oft the child, and it sickens and dies. If yrw hear a 
child M'ltimpermt; <rf nishis. you may be ^re that its mother 
from heaven has laid her hand on it and is drawing it away 
to herscic Tf the child grows very sick and ila earthly 
mother fcare Aral It will die, she *vill tntiuld two figures of 
clay, a man and a woman, and oHer them In exchange to 
the hea^Ttily mother, saying, "O thov^ bearer and mother '.'f 
children I instead of the child that {tiu gone a^vny fmm thee 
wc irrirtg thee here in exchange these clay men. Takethern 
and withdraw thy hnini from the child in thU visible world." 
Grown-up people also, when thoy fall sick, ivit! somelimcs 
make images of clay and ofTer them as substitutes to the 
fncsscjigers who have come from heaven lo fetch them away. 
These images are deposited with other ofTctings. such as 
cowry^hdls and a roiraket. by the roadside; and if the 
nicssengers accept them instead of Ihu sick man. he re* 
covets.* During an epuiemlc of small-pox the Ewe negroes 
will sometimes clear a space outside of the town, where 
they ctccl a number of low mounds and cover tbem with as 
many little city figures aj there are people in the place. 
Pot* of food and water are also set out for tlie refreshment 
of the spirit of small-poa who. it Is hoped, wUl take the day 
fig*ircs and spare the living folk ; and lo make assurance 
doubly sure the road into the town is barricaded against 
him-’ 

Among the Ntshga Indians of Htitlih Columbia when 
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a mcdicine-maTi dreams a dream whicH portend* death 10 
somebody, be informs the persgTi whose lUc is threatened, and 
togcllier they concert meai-ijfca to avert the evil omen, Tire 
man whose life ia at staltc has a small wooden figure called 
a tkif^^adsqit made aa like himself as the skill of Uie wo^- 
catver ^vitl allow, and this he hangs round hta neck l^ a ttnng 
so tlsai llic figure lie* exactly over his heart In this [Hisition 
be wears it long enough to allow the heat of Ida hody tu he 
Itnparted to it. generally for about four days. On the fourth 
day the iricdicinc-nuan comes to the house, arrayed in hi* 
bearskin 3"d other insignia of office and bringing with hiiti 
a wLsp of teased bark and a toy canoe made of ccsijar-bark. 
Thus equipped, he sings a doleful ditty, the dca^-fioug of 
the tribt Then lie ivasbes the man over the region of the 
heart with the wisp of bark dipped in water, place* the wisp, 
together with the wooden image, in the canoe, and after again 
singing tire dcalb-chant, commits imaE«i €■«<« to 

the flames, where tJrey are all consumed. The dcatli-chartt 
is (tow changed to a song of ioy, and the man who was 
lately in fear of his Hfc joins in. He may well be gay, fnr 
has he not given death the slip by devoting to destmetion, 
not merely a wisp saturated with the dangerous defilement 
of his body, but also a substitute made in his own Itkenes* 
and impregnated with liis very heart's warmth 

With these esfamplcs before us we may fairly conclude 
that the w-oonen effigies, which at the festival of die 
Comnitalla might be seen banging at the doors of ^1 tire 
houses in ancient Home, were not substitutes for hunren 
victim* who hwi formerly been sacrificed at this scasw, but 
rather vicaTioiJ* ofiTBring* prescnlcd to the Mother or Grand¬ 
mother of Ghosts, in the hope that on her rounds tbioagh 
the city she would accept ctr mialake the. effigies for the 
inmates of the hotire and so spare ttic living for another 
year. It is possible that the t*»ppcts 

in the month of May the imntiffi. «id Vestal Virgiits aunnaUy 
threw into the Tiber from ihf old Suhlkian bridge at Rome, 
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b4i) originalty the same irlgnJficancc i tliat ib^ ihcy may have 
been designed to pitrge the cily from demoniac Infhjencc by 
dtvejting the attention of the demons Irom human bcin^ to 
the puppets and then topping the whote uncanny crew, ncek 
and crop* into the tiveri which would soon divecp them far out 
to seflL In pmci^ly I he saine way die natives of Old Cala¬ 
bar used periodically to rid their town of the devils which 
rnfested ft by luring the unwary demons Jiito a number of 
lamentable scarrerows, whtch they afterwards flung into the 
river*^ This fritcrpTeUtiDii of the Roman custom is supported 
to some extent by the evidence of Flutarchp who speaks of 
the ceremony as “ the greatest of purifications-"* Iluw^cver, 
Other exphuiatioos of the rfte have been propb^»ed i indeed 
these piip(>cts of ru^es have been a standing ptiz^le to 
Remmu witiqtiariw in ancient and modem timesL 
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CHAPTER XI 


Tur sAcsmce or rjnsr-FRUiTS 

Ik the prscetiinB chapter we sav that prijnltive peoples Ti*«eiW 
often partake of the nciv com and the new fruits sacrjiricnl- 
ally, because they suppose lliem. to be rnalinct w*ilh a divine ip* ^ 
spirit or life. At a later age, when the fruits of the earth i^ ,£. 
are conceived as created rather than as animated by a 
divinity, the ntw fruits are no longer pqrtaken of sactamcfit- tiMu^ of 
ally as the body and blood of a god f but a portion of them 
is ofTcred to the divine beings who are believed to have pro* nmaaitj, 
duced them* Originally, perhaps, offenngs of firal-frulte were 
supposed t o be necessary for the subsistence of the divinities. 

Who without them must have died of hungerbut in after 
times they stem to be looked on rather in the light of a tribute 
or mark of homage rendered by man to the gods for the good 
gifbi they have bestowed on him. Sometimes tl« first-fruiU 
am presented to the king: pcihapa in his characier of a god ; 
very often they are made over to the spirits of the human 
dead, who are wnterimea thought to have it in their power ^,(11,4,^ 
to give or withhold the cropi Till the firsl-fruiis have been 
ofiered to the deity, the dead, or the king, people are imt 
at liberty to eat of the new crops- But, as ti is not always 
pocsible to draw a sharp line between the sacramBil and the 
sacrifice of firsbfnjits, it may be well to round off this part 
of tite subject by giving some estamples of the latter. 

The Ovambo or Ovakuanjama of South-Weal Africa faer^sl 
stand in great fear of the spirits of tlic dead, who are 
believed to eatcfcise a powerful tnfiuence over the living ; 
in paitimilar the spirits of dead chiefs can give or withhold 
rain, a matter of vita! ImportajiC* in the parched region of Mtia, 
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OT^mbtiland. Acoi>nJfrLo|y the people pay great respfjtt lo 
ihc »f>{Tit3 fif the dir^iaftcdr ariil they hciUl a ihanki^givjng 
fesiEi^al tn their hanaur at the clonic: of the harve3t+ When 
the new com has t>een reaped and ground, a portion of it 
U made into porridge and carried to the quarters of the 
principal wife. Kcre all die inhabitants of the kraat 
assemble; the bead of the family lakes mint of the porridge, 
dips It in mellcd fat^ and throws it to the csiali saying,, *" Take 
il, ye spirits of ih* East I ” Then he does the iLaine upwards 
llic west, saying, " Take it^ yc spirits of ihc West 1" This 
b regarded! as a thank-offering presented tn the spirits of the 
dead for not visiting the people with sicktiegs while they were 
cultivating the fields, and espedally for flencMng the raiix^ 
Among the Basutots, when the com has been threshed 
and winnowedi it is left an a heap on the threshtng-floar, 
Before it can be touclicd a religions ceremony must he per* 
formed. The persons to whom the com belongs bring a 
new vessel to ihc spot* m which they tn^il j^omeof the graim 
When it Ls boiled they throw a few' handfuls of it on the heap 
of com, sayfog, "Thank you* gods; give us bread to-morrow 
alisol*' VVhen this is done the rest is eaten, ftiid the pro- 
viginn for the year b conEidered pare and fit to eaL^ E'iere 
the sacrifice of the first-fruits to the gods fa the promiEienl 
Idea, which comes out again ifi the custom of leaving in t)ic 
threshing-iTocir a little hollow tilled with grain^ as a thank- 
ofTering to these powerful bchigi.* Still the BLisutos netuin 
a lively miuc of the sanctU}^ of the com In itself; for+so long 
as it is exposed to vlcw^ all defiled persoas arc ruefully kept 
from it Jf U is necea^ry to ettiploy a defiled person In 
carf)Ting home tJie Iiar^-'^t be remains at some dLstaiice 
while the sack^ are being filled, and only iip|jroachc3 to 
place them u^Kin the draught oxen. As sonn lU the load U 
dqiosited at the dwelling he retires* and under no pretext 
may he lielp to pour the com into the haAkeif in which it 

h kepL* The Makalaka worship a god called Shumpaali, 
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who!>c iinnj^c is to be found In tbe liirclostiHf outride of ihelt 
Imts. The imaEo cotisist* of the head of an axe, » stone 
from the river, and » twig or long JUlli of £ra» iilanied 
bciw«n them in the gniuiid About this god tlicy sattef 
the first-frnits of their harvest, and when tliey brew beet they 
pour some of it on h»m,‘ Of the Bantu Iribea of South 
Africa in general we arc told that they might not eat of 
the new crops till the chief gave them leave to do so. 
When the millet wos ripe he appointed a general assembly 
of the people at his residence, which was known as tli« 
Great Place; he then perlbtmcd certain rites,ami in par¬ 
ticular he ofIciKMt a small quantity of the fresh grain to the 
splnts of his ancestors, either by laying it oil their graves or 
by casting it into a stream. After that he granted the 
people permission to gather and eat the new cont* 

Among tlic Mamves or Zimbas, a tribe of the Upper Zam- 
liesl, bordering on the Portuguese tcmtoiy; it is the custom 
that first-fruits of all produce must be offered to thespiriu of 
the dead (irturafwiKw), to whom they at tribute at) the good add 
ill lliat befall them. Every year at harvest-Ume the offer¬ 
ings are brought to these mighty beings. Small pottiems 
of aJi kinds of fruits, together with cooked fowd* and 
(the native intoxicant), are carried in procession, with song*, 
fiances, and the beating of drums, to the burial-ground, which 
is always situated In a grove or a wilderness and is esteemed 
A sacfed place ; no tree muy be felled and no animal kilM 
on tile holy ground, for the natives believe that a siuril of 
the dead b prsacut in cs'crj'thing within the precincts.* 
Among the Yflos of British Central Africa •‘offennyB an? 
made to the spirit world or to imtfuitXM as iht great agency 
in the affain of httman Ufe. Outaidc the vjjlafrc. or bwiUe 
the heud-'mfln's Jiut, may often be Been a rough shed, ^lo 
tiiif are placed the first-rmit* of the new crop, green malte, 
beans, pumpkins, peas, etc., as a Lhitnkoflering from the 
villagers for tiieir harvest This is described as kaUm^a 
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mufutigu. to wornhip ' By the Vb<h 

ntcdn priiniirliy anti stritrtJy the toiil of a tieaJ person, which 
it believed to inlluencc the lives tuid fortunca of the 
survivors, *nd thcrcfoine necija to be honoured und propi- 
tkted: but they employ the woftJ in mi cxteniled sense to 
signify the aggr^te of the spirits of ell the dead, and 
missionaries iiave adopled it as the nearest equivalent for llie 
word God.’ Among the Win am wanga, a tribe of tiorth-caslern 
UlKKlesia, betvvecn Lake Nynisa and Lake Tanganyika, it 
ii customary to offer the first beer and the first Botir made 
from the new harvest of millet lo tfie spirits of ti« dead. Tlie 
head of the family poma out aotne beer and a shibII quantify 
of the new flour in a heap im the (Imif of his own house, after 
which he prays to the spirits of his forefathers, thanks them 
for the harvest, and invites ihcnt to «ame and ]»rtake of it 
with the family. The priest performs tlie same ceiemniiy 
at the shrine for the whole village, The householder or the 
priest ajKsks to the spirits as if they were sitting around 
liErn, Thus he may say, "O ye great spirits, father* in the 
Spirit world 1 mot here in the spirit world, and all ye others, 
bless us now, ! lere is the food, and here b the offering, call 
VC all of you eacJi other.'* Then after summoniiig the 
dead by their names he may go on : “Cotne all of yoa and 
piartakc of ttiis offering. Ye grEat spirits, all thing* of this 
earth were known to you while yet ye were hem. Take 
care of lliis your family, and of all these y«ur children. 
May we ever go in our ways in prosperity. Oh I ye great 
spirits, give to ua food and all the produce of the land 
Drive ye awuy all illnesses from your family, ye great 
spirits ; every evil spirit put far away from ua, and what¬ 
ever might seek to hurt us may it fly away on the wind. 
Cause ye u* to abide in peace."* Among the V<»nbc of 
Northern Uhodesta. to the west of Lake Tanganyika, no one 
is allowed to partake of Uie new frvdts until ecftain cere- 
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fTtntiE£s have been perromed* Esccirted by a banil of 
drummemp hiji medicjne-mnip aiifJ the chlcrSp the 

chieT tacend!! the K^tlanga unlit he fQiehci the 

hedlow fasuie^-fc which in Ttiuntr days hii forefathtti hrid 
ai^ninjit the marauding AngpnL Here tlie grandfather cf 
die present chief Uci buried fkAire hii tuinb a bcUl ii 
flaJn^ and pots of fresldy-brewctl beer and porridge made 
ffum ihu hrst-fniits are depo!;ltcd Uerote the shrine. Tile 
ground b then cnieruUy cleaned nf wcedst and the blood of 
rhe bull b sprinkled on die rtieshly^uiimhup soil and on 
the rafters of the lJule huL After offering the CLislomary 
prayers in thanksgiving fnr the harvest, and beseeching Che 
qiirits t<» partake wilh them of the first-fruits, the processinn 
retires^ On their rcluin to the villugCn. ihc careaiie of the bull 
IS divided, all partake of the froh porridge and beer awahing 
them, and the day closes v^Mh beer-Jrinking and dnnehigJ 

I'he A.-Kaniba of Urilisih EjlsI Africa ofltr first-fruEti 5*CTifiE*i 
to the spirits of their dead before anybcKly may cat 
the new ert>jx SomeUmes thc^ ofTcritigs are piled cut 
the E raves of chiefs and left there along with the meal of 
ft EWt v/hich has been Bftcrificedk Sometimes the offer^ 
ings ace made In a cleared place under the saertd wild 
fig tree of the village ; for the A-Kamba think that 

the ttpirits of the dead (aw/tu) dw'dJ in wild fig trece^ and 
they build miniature huta at the foot of the trees for the 
aecommEKfation of llie ghiMtS. The clearing under [lie wild 
fig tree of the village is called the Place of Prayer • fV/#mA?^ 

VMicn any crop ia ripc^ alt the inhabitcints of the diattiCt 
ftSi^ettible, and a very old man and v^uman, chowm for the 
[jurpoaep leave the crowd and go to the Place of I'niycT, 
where they eaU aloud to the spirits of the dead and ask 
leave to cat iJie crop. The people then danoc; and during 
the dance otic of the women n (rure to be sfcircd wiih a fit of 
ulniking and io cry nloud, whidi is liccisicd the answer of 
the AphtU to the peopIe^s prayen’ Anidiigsl the IkiEanda 
a man u.«d to offer the fiht-fruiLA nf a new (rurden to 
tiii godf imploring the biasing of the deity on tlie future 
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at>ps,^ Amotig the Diaki vf ilw Wtilte Nile im fnembw 
of J 4 family may eat iho nciv fruits until the father 
or mother hit* scattered some of them over the court* 
5 »ard of the house iu order to ensure ihc blessing ol 
God** When tho mlUct U ripe, the Nuba^ of JebeUNnba, 
a fan^e of mountains In the eastern Sudan, obsenn; ibe 
following ceremony. Every group of vlUfige^ h preshlcd 
over by a sjict^ penUifT called a or who is 

believed to act under the [napinitton of a spirtL named I^tq. 
So when it h fcnnwn llial the grain is ready to be cut, a 
drum is beateiii the pnniiiT mounts Itb horse and* attended 
by alt (be elderly men and women, repairs to hjs fields, 
while the rest of tbc pc€vp\c betake themselves to then own 
farms. There Oic people who^c cldesl child is e hay break 
five ears of com, and ihosc whose eldest child is a girl break 
ffmr. But young uumarried people break five or four eara 
according as they desire to have a boy or a ghl for their 
first-bom. All then return to the village and place the 
cans they have gathemd on the hedge which sm^es a* an 
enclosure. When the heat of the drum and mullitudliious 
cries of joy announce the retiirti of the poiltifTi the people 
take the gaihereti earii and advance to muel hun, lie rldca 
at the h&std of a cavalcade composed of all the tnen who 
have horses. After that, atlcnded by the ctdcri, he retires 
to his house; while the rest of the fmple dejKjslt the ears of 
corn in the cave of Lanj^ the being who Inspires the holy 
pontilT. Feasting^ drinkings aiuJ horse-raca concltide the 
ceremony* At the races the young folk amuse themselves 
by flingifig stalks of millet before the horses to make dicm 
shy and throw their riders.® 
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lliB Igliirfuv a pagan trtlic at (he eonfltirnci: of the ^ 

Niger anif the Henue. hiiry thdr fiend in their huunes ^h?Ln 
and have great faith in the power of the ghnst!i, whoM 
guidaneo and protection they setlc to ensure iiy peri¬ 
odical offerings of goata and coekiL AJ»0 they olfer the 
first-rruits of their crtipa to the dead, banjp'ng bitnehcf of 
the new grain over the hurriai-placei in iheir hills, Ihc 
tgbiras also celebrate the festival of the new yams with 
great pompL It is their New ^'!^ar's Day, Sacrifices of , 
fowls and goats are offered, and wine and oil are freely 
ponied qui. The king takes n prominent }>nit in the feut,* 

Among the Cross River natives, in the lower valley of the 
Niger, the eating of the new yams ia an oocawon of great 
rejoicing, bat no one may partake of them until a portion 
haa'beeii ceremoolally offered to the deities, 1 he festival t» 
not held simultaneously but separately foresith village accord- 
ing to the sime of the crops. Migb and low, old and youtig, 
men, women, an<i children dance to music on tfiew joyful 
occasions.'' The Matse tribe of Ewe negroiEs in Togoland 
worship the Earth ai the times when they dig the ripe yams 
in September, when they reap the ripe maiw! in Sovembcf, 
and whet* they bum the grass in February. The place where 
they offer sacrifices to the Earth goddess is called '’the Wood 
of our Mother^' In the month of November the Iiuntcis, led 
ly the Chief Huntsman and the High Frieat, repair to the 
tnafur-fields, where they gather cobs of the ripe grain. Some 
of these they deposit, with prayers, in ihe sacrificial place In 
the wood, but they kwp the finest coba for themselves. After 
this sacrifice of the new com to the Earth goddess everj''* 
body » ftoe to get in bis maiic,* Amongst the Hos, another 
Ewe tribe of Togoland. when a man is about to dig op hi* 
yam crop, he first of all dliji up two yams which he had 
planted for the goddesa ,\f»wu Sodsiu These he holds op to 
her amt prays, saying, * O Mawti Sodzo, thou ship full of 
yams, give to me. and I will give 1t> you; pass me over, and 
[ will pass you over. Here are thy yams, which t Have dug 
for th«. When I dig mine, grant that I may have plenty" 
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Thcrtupon lie bc^na to dJg the crop-* Among the TJjis^ri, 
jiiiothef tribe of Togoland, no man may cat of the new yums 
until ihe people liai'C paid a tribute of the firii-frutts to the 
king. At such tiroes tong files of men, women- and children 
may be iicen wcndlnu their svay lo the capital to render to 
the king hh dues. But tJic king hhn&elf may not partake of 
the mw yams until lie ha* oHered a portion of ihem. along 
with ten white fowb, to the fetlsk* Before the A deli of the 
Slave Coast may eat of tire new yams, the owmer of each farm 
roii^t britig the fir^t jTimi* of Uis field to the rctifih priest* who 
offers thetu to ths fetish, after which he dcckre?i that llie \mr- 
vest may take plam The festival, aee&mpanied hy shooting 
atid danemg, lasts several dayjt; it generally falls jo AugnaL* 
Aiiiong the Rctsiko of Madagascar Ihc king nseil to 
receive first ^fntili of all the crop, such as rice, make, 
inaniDC^ beans, and sweet potatoes: indeed this tribute of 
firat-fitiim formed a Urge prt of hU revenue,* The ilovas 
of Madaga^^car present the first f-hcaves of the new graiu to 
the jwivcTcign. The sheaves are carried In procession to the 
paUce from lime to time as the grain ripens.* So in Burma, 
when the fruits ripen, some of them used lo be taken 

to the king's place that he might cat of them; no one 
might partake of them before the king.* tt has been 
suggested that the modem sjTitem of laxatlun may be 
directly detivert from tlie andent ohtigalson of paying firi-t- 
fruits to ^ Biicred pemtifT nr IdngJ 

year^ ivhen they gather their first cTOp$, ihe Kochs 
of -Assam offer some of the first-fruits to ihdr nnccStOr%^ 
calling to thiiin by name and clapping their hands.* Before 
they harvest any of thdr cfopA, the Carols atmther perrpTe ol 
Afsam, deem it nccc&sary to sacrifice (he firstTrolta of the 
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crops to the got!*. Thll^ fwr exainpTi*, llicy gather some ear* 
of rice or miUel, pound them between two alones^ and oFTei 
them up oh « piece of pianthlit stem,' In Aiigurl. when the 
rice ripens, the Hos of Bengal offer Uic first-frtijts of the 
harvest to Sing Bonga. who dwell* in Utc suru Along with 
the new rice a white coch is Nacriliced ; and till the sacrifice 
Im been offered no one may eat the new rice* Among the 
Oraons of Bengal no one will paituhe of the new rice until 
some of it has been ofTfired to the ancestors. A hand/ul of it 
I* cooked and spread on the Erfiu'd.aiiU a pot of rice-beer is 
brewed and some of the beer also Bpilt on the ground. Bcfnre 
drinking ever}' tme dip* his finger in his enp and Jet* fall some 
drops in tionnur of the anecstom Furlber, a whity grey Ibwl 
is killed, and tlie eldest of the fBmily.addfeaaiiig the onceilml 
spirits. Bays. **0 Old motliets and fathers, yuu Iiaec always 
been so good to us on thcK days. Here we arc rejoicing : we 
cannot forget you ; tome and rejoice with us,"* In Laduldi 
the peasant* offer the first two or three handfuU of the wheat- 
oop to the spirit who presides over agriculture. These 
offerings they aiUch to the tops of the pilJftRi u-hich supijiort 
die roofs of their houses; and thus the band* of straw oiicl 
ears of wheal form a jirimltive sort of capital, RawB" botn* 
are sometimes added to i!iis dccotatinu.* In the ilimaJayan 
districts of the North-Wcslcm proifinccs of India the fields 
and boundaries are under the protectiott of a heneftcent 
local deity niimed Kshctrpal or Hhumlya. Every villBBe 
possesses a small temple saered to hiitl- \Hica a crop i* 
sow*n, a hantlfsil of groin is ^tinkletl over a stone in the 
comer of the field nearest to the tempk in o^cr that the 
god may protect the jjitiwing citjp from hail, blight, ami the 
ravages of wild beasts; nnd at harvest he receive* the fimt- 
fruits in order that he may save the gamcicd grain fn'tn 
the Inroads of rats and insects.* Among the hill tribe* nimr 
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RujamiiMlL i« TncMa, when the kosatam gram h l>etng 
fc4ipcii in >'<iweu^bcf or early in December, a festival ts held 
fti ii thanksgiving before Uit new grain ifi eaten. On a day 
appointed by the chief b gnat la sacrificed by two incfi to a 
god cuillai Chitorialj Go«san% after which the chieC Kirnself 
sacrifices a fowi Thai the vanaais re|jair to their fields, offer 
iJianksgivingi make an oblation to Kiill Gosi^aih (who is 
flescnbed aa the Ceres of th*!se mountaineers)* and ilicn 
return lo their hnuactf to eat of the new l^&saranf. As^oon as 
the Inhabitnntii have assembled at the diiers houfio—the men 
fitting on one (side and the women on Ihe other—a hog, a 
meMure of J^i^s^nvin^y and a pra of spirits arc presented lo llic 
chief, wim in rclurji blesses hbt vaasala^ and exhorUa them lo 
industry and gooil behaviour; after whkdi, making a Ifbatloii 
in ihe names of at! tbeif gnds, and of their dead, he drinks, 
and alio throws a littk of the ktisara^ie away, repeating the 
some pious exclamailoniK^ Drinking ajid festivity tJicn 
begin, and are kept tip f<nr several days. 'Fhe sanie tribes 
have another redlval at waping die Imliati com Jn Augnsl 
ot Sepieitibcr. Hvery msm repairs to hi* fields with a liog, 
a goatt at a fEtwl, which he sacrifices to Kull Gos^aih. Tlicn, 
having fcaat^, he rciurm home, where another repast in pfe- 
|iafeil On thi^i day it h cMstomary' for every family in the 
village to distrlbule lo every hotuic a lltde uf what they have 
prc^^:lred for their feast- Should any person cat uf ihe new 
J^firruftf or the new iadian corn before the fcstEval and 
public thanksgiving at the Tcaping of these cropi^ the chief 
fines him a while Cock, which is -sacrificed lo Chitstriah.* Iti 
Ihc Cefitral Prtjvinces s>f India the fir^t grain of the ^ason ij 
commonly offered to the gr^l Bhfmsen cr Bhim Deo.* When 
the new rice crop b ripe^ the Gadb^is^ a primitive tribe of the 
Central Provinces* cook the first'fruits and serve them to the 
cattle 111 new bamboo boiikcts; after that live men thernselves 
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partilic or the new riet* The Nahiil», » forest tribe of the 
sauic nsEion. worship the forest po<J Jhiirkbiuidi in the mcmlh 
of ChaJt, ami tinUl this rite liaa been iiefformeci they may 
not use the leaves or fniits of the B»teaPkyHattt/tus 
gmifika, and msingo trees. When the god ia woishippcd, 
the)- oo11«t branches and leaves of these (rtes and offer 
cooked food to them i after that they begin to use the new 
leaves, fruit, and timber* Again, when the htannewars, 
another forest tribe of the Ccntnal Trovineca, pick the (lowcrt 
of the maAuit IrecJ (Bassta intt/a/ia). thc^- worship the tree and * 
nffer it some of the liquor distilled from the new flowers, 
along with a fowl and a goat* ITic principal festivals of the 
I'arjas, ft small tribe of tlte Central Provinces, are llic feast 
of new vegetation in July, the feast of the new rice id 
A«SHst or September, and tiic feast of the new mango emp 
in Aijril or May. At these feasts the new season’s crop Is 
enlcn, ami oRcriogs of Ihein are presented to the anccalom 
of tile family, who arc ivorshippetl on these occaaionft’ In saeohen 
the Punjaub, when sugar-cane is planted, a woman puts on 
a neekbee and walks round ihe field, winding thread on a 
spindle;* and when the iugar-cane is out the first-fruits are 
offered till an altar, which Is built close to the press and is 
sacred to the sugar-care god. Afterwards the first-fruit* arc 
given to Rrahmans, Also, when the womim begin to pick 
the cotton, they go round the field eating rice-milk, the first 
mouthful of which they spit upon the field towanl the west; 
and the first cotton picked t» exchanged at the village shop 
for its weight in salt, which Is prayed over and kept in the 
house till the picking Is fiiuibed* 

Among the ancient Hindoos the firtt-fmiU were sacrificed 
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to tht g;ods at ihfi tx^i^innirig of liancat, gtrnernlly at the 
iiqw or the full iHDon. There ivere two hurvc^ts in ihe 
year: the barley reaped in spring Bod tlie rice in 
autumn. From the new grain, whether barley or rier-^ a 
aacrificuil cake waa prtfiared and ^ct forth on twelve 
potsherdfl for the two great gods Indra and Agnf; a pap 
or gnic] of boiled gtala^ sodden eliher tn w.iter r^r milk, was 
ortcred to the Vjave Dex-oli, that bi^ lo the cotiuiiofi laob of 
deities; and a cakt on one pot^ltcrd wels presented to 
Heaven and Eaith, The origin of these sacrifices of first* 
fruits was explained by the following myth, Tliey say that 
the (pds and their powerful rivals the Asuras once strove 
with each otlicr for tJie injutery. In this atrife the Asura.-^ 
defiled, both by magk and hfy poi^m* the plants oji which 
men and beast!! subsist; for thus they liopcd to get the better 
of the gods. Therefore neither man nor beast ocnild cal 
foodp and for lack of U they w'dl nigh pemhed. When the 
gods heard of it, they said ons to the other, "Come let 
US rid the plants of the defilement'* and they did so by 
means of the sacrifice. Rut they could not agree as to 
which of thcfi! should reedve the sacrifices^ so to decide this 
delicate que^imi they mn a race, atid tndra and Agnl came 
[n first; fhat js why the cake offered to them on twelve 
potsherds, while the cQ-inmon mtib of the gods have to put up 
with 4 slmpk pap or gnicL To Ihls day, thenefore, he who 
o/Tcrs tile fir^t-frutts to the gods does it either beennse no 
one will then be sble to defile the plants, neither by riiagk 
nor yet by pown ; or perhaps he dtjcs it becaubc tlie gods 
tlid so before him- Be that as it may, certoJn it la that 
he thereby renders both kinds of pianis wholesome and 
IttnocuoUs, both the plants which men cat and the plants 
on which cattle gmie ; that indeed h Ihc reai^n why the 
flaerificcr ftocrificca the fiot-fnjiti- And the priest's fee for 
the Sacrifice is the firat-bom calf of the seaaoii, wiricli is, as 
it were, rile first-fmit of the cattle.^ 

Tlic Kaebins of Upficr Btrirna worship the spirit 
of the earth cvety year before ihcy sow their crops. The 
worship IS pcrfomn^l by tlte chief on bcha^ir of all the 
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vnlit^ffr?, who <!atitribiilc thetlr ofTering^ Tht piicst after- 
wards dete^niinca by extirciem which pajliculAf liDiltoehold 
thnl i start sj^wing Hr^t in ord^r ibs.1 Lhc crop may be a good 
oi\fL Then the hooE^ehold on whieh Llie lot has fallen goe^ 
out a»d sown fields- W Sjeis the emp Is ripe, it may not 
be reaped tunlll tbe household which was ilie first to sow its 
fields has gathered the Brst-frults and offered them lo its 
own domestic spirits (j^nAf)* This is usualEy done before the 
cit>p is cjulte ripe. In order that the fta|aing of the otlier 
crops may not be dcUyciL' The Chins, anoiher peojde of 
Ll^pper Burma, cat Uie first-fruits of ilieir com Uls a religious 
rite, but bcTore tioifig so they offef some of the new corn or 
vegctablci lo their deml ancestors. Tlicy also nffer the first* 
fniits to the goddess Pok KUt, a single glance of whose 
eyes is enough lo give them a pleJitirid har^isit of rict* 
Among the "Diay of Indo-China the first-fra its of the 
rice are o/Fcred At harvest to the guardian spirit oJ the 
famlLy tsefon; the household msty partake of the new crop 
“riic guardian «pirit of the family is the last ancestor who 
died ; he inounU guard until be is rdieved by his successor; 
his ahnne is a comer of the scrolled olf by a low 

iretlis of bamboUL But besides the firrtTmlU oFcmJ h.S'in 
at han-tst this guard lau spirit reedii'eii some of ihe parched 
grain In apriiig, at the lime when the fifT«t Ihundcr of tlic 
M-ast>n ill heard to mullcr. The grain which b presented 
to him on ihw occasioJi was plucked from the crop before 
the rice was quite ripe; and it hoi been carefully kqjt to 
be offered to him when the first peal of thunder in spring 
aimoijncei the reviving energies of nature. When all is 
ready* the rke b served up ioEctlicf with fisk which liave 
been caught fnt Ute ptirpMe^ on a table «t in the corner 
which b sacred to the guardian spirit. A priest drones out 
A tong inviiaiian to rhe sfdrii lo come and feast with hb 
children; then the family siu down to table and conautnc* 
the uffeitogs At the c\mr of ihe banquet the diughterHii- 
law of Ihe deceased ancestiir hangs up a baskcl con tain ing 
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rice and fiih for his use In the corner, after which she closes 
llic stiriiic for another year.' In Corea the first-fruits ©f all 
the crops used to be ofiered to the king with religioiu 
pomp, and he received almodt divine honours from his 
siihjects.* This suggests that, u I hav© drtady con* 
jeetured^ the common practice of presctiting ttie first-fruits 
to kings is founded on a belief in their divinity. 

In the isiand of TjuinlKi. Kaat Indies, a festival is held 
after liarveat Vessels filled with rice are prescitlcd » a 
thaiikoffcdng to the gods. Then the a.icted st<jnc at the 
foot of a palnU'ttec is sprinkled with the blood of a sacrincctl 
animal ; and rice, with some of the flesh, b laid on the 
Slone for the Godt The palm-tree h hung with lances arid 
shields.^ The Dyaks of Borneo hold a fraat of first-fruits 
when the pswldy or unhusked ric5c is ripe. The priestesses, 
accompanied by a gong and drum, go in procession to the 
fartna and gather aevcrnl bunches of the ripe paddy. These 
arc brought back to the village^ ^vaslied in coco-nut water, and 
laid round a bamboo altar, which at the harvest festivals Is 
creeled In the eominoa room of the largest house. The 
altar is gaily ^lecorated willi white and red streamer^ and is 
hung with llte sweebsmolling hlosaom of tlie areca palm. 
The feast lasts two days, during which the village is tabooed : 
no one may leave it. Only fowls are killed, and tmndng 
and gang-bcaling.go on day and night. When the festival 
is ©vcf tltc people are free to get in their crops.* The 
pounding of the new paddy « the occasion of a harx’Mi 
festival which b celebrated ail over Celebes, The rcligtous 
cerctnoni^ w-fiJeh accompany the feast were witnessed by 
Dr. B. K Matthes in July ifisy. Two mats were spread on 
the gremnd, each with a pillow on it. Dn one of the pillows 
were placed a man's clothes and a twoid. on the other a 
woman’s clothes- These were seemingly intended to repre¬ 
sent the deceased ancestors, Kice and water were depoailed 
before the two duinmy figures, which were alio sprinktcit 
with the new paddy. Moreovtr, dishes of rice were *ct 
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dcrwn for the leat of ihe family and the slairea of the 
deceasetl 'I hU wa* llie end of the ccrrttioiiy** In Mma- 
hassa, a diatricl of Celebes the (leople have a festival of 
■■eating the new rice," Fowl* or lifgs *«: hilled ; some 
of tile rteah, with ric* and palm-wine, h set apart for the 
gods, (Hid then the eating and drinking iK-gin-* The 
people of Kobi and Sariputi, two villages oti the north¬ 
east coast of Ceram, offer the first-fiuits of the paddy, 
in the form of cooked rice, with tobacco and other thingB, 
to their ancestofs as a token of gratitude, Tlie cere¬ 
mony ia called "feeding the dead"* in the Tcmmbcr 
and Timor-laut Ialand», Cast I n dies, the lirat-fruita of the 
paddy, along with live fowU and piga, are offered to the 
tHAtimtr. The mnftnatt are the apirits of tlwir ancestors, 
which arc worshipped a3 guardian-spirits or household gods. 
They are supposed to enter (he Iuiiim; through an Dpenhig in 
the roof, and to take Up thetr abode temporaifly in ihdr 
skulls, or in images of wood or Ivory, in order to partake of 
the offeringB and to help the family. They also assume the 
form of birds, pigs^ cioeodilea, turtles, sharks, ami so forth. 
In Amboyna, after the rice or otlicr harvest Iras been 
gathered in, some of the new fruits are offered to the gods, 
and till this i« done, the [rrilists may by (to means cat of 
them, A portion of the new rice^ Or whatever It way be, la 
boilrul, and milk of lira coco-nut is ^wjuretl on it, miK«l with 
Indian salfron. It ia thcTi token to the place of aacfificc anti 
olTered to the god. Some [tcoplt also [wur out oil btdbre 
the deity; and If any of the oil is left over, they take 
it home as a holy anci priceless treasure, wherewith they 
amear the forehtrad and breast of sick people and whole 
people. In the firm asuvictioii that the oil colifcis all kinds of 
blessings.* In the Kei Islands, to the south-west of New 
Guinea, the first-fruits are oiTered to I Jr majoraii, the grul of 
husbandry, when the harvest b ripe,* After the rice Iras 
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bcicn reajTfid, the people oF Nias deck iht images of their 
ance^tars with wreaths, ^«d ofrt;r to thetti the first ilishful 
oF boticd riee, while they ihank thrEia For the blc^higa tlicj- 
liave bestowed on the family/ The irayas .mt! Catalangans 
of Luton* tribes of the Malay stock, bat of mixed blood, 
worship diicfly the souls of their ancestors under the name 
of to whom they offer the first-fruits of the harvtsL 

The are household deities : tome of them njside in 

pou in die oomers of Uie houses ; and miniMurc houses 
standing near the family dwelling:, at* especially sacned to 
iheiii/ Wliim the Hagobos of the PhrllppincB have got in 
their hnTvcai of rice or maiic, they wnll nehlier eat of it nor 
sell 90 much as a grain tUl they have rmde a pretence of 
feeding all Hielr agncuIttmLl tm|itemcata.* C, 

The Bukaiia of German New Guinea think that the 
ipiritt of their dead have ]>ouer to make tlic fruits of the 
earth to gTOWv Accordingly when tiiey have cleared a 
patch in the forest for cultivation and ere planting thdr 
cropi they take particular earc to plant alips near the tree- 
stumps which have been left Atstndlng in the field* tiocausc 
the spiritj^ of ihcir lung dead ancesloni are sup^MiScil to 
}ierch on them. While tliey plant, they coll out the names 
of the deadt praying them to guard the ficliL so that thdr 
chlitlrcii^ the living, may haVHS food to cat atid not suffer 
hunger* And simitiirly^ when they plant stones mhaped like 
taro bulba In the gmunil, which are supposed to produce 
a fine crop of taro* they pray to their fortfatlicfs to grant 
them an ahiindancc of the fruits. When the crops are ripe^ 
the j>cople fetch bundles of taro* clusters of banana\ sugar¬ 
cane^ and vegetables from the fields and bring them back 
solemnly to the village; a fca^t is prepared and a poftiou 
of the new fruils* along with tobacco* betel, and dog'i^ fksb. 
is put jrt a coco-nut shell and set on a scafTold in the house 
of the owner of the field, while he prays to the apirit* of 


Aii Eejhr'AMiiyfA vf Ariiijrlj- 
Twcc^c Serb* i. 

^ fr. KnoMT^ **Da OCUlvtlcnti 
4cr mf 


■ C SeTSpo* J>M vMhi 

iWl^tiiifa, iS69)i V- 

* ¥, UFnimniurr, I>»5UHin|Ec'W(i 
4£]i GmlidB tit iJituialiO|,'’ 

wjpr^. *3tif¥i_ (11^11 

|L lit. 


El 


T//£ SACJi/FICB OF F/FST-FFU/TS 


t 


-3 


His foTEfiitbmtt, sa>ingi Yc who have guarded our fieW m 
we a^kcrl you m do. there h lOtneiJiing for you ; now Umk 
on Hi favouriljly also for the tiiue lo cuine" Afteiwards 
while the |icople arc feasting, the owner pfivUy ttirs the 
oontenti of the eoco-nui shell with his finger, and then caUs 
the attention of tht others to it ns a proof that the spirits 
hare partaken of the ofTedng provided for thefiti Fmally the 
food fomaining in the slieil fs consumed by the banqueteri.^ 

In Certain trrbe?i of Fiji ^Mhe first-fruits of the yam SwilW* 
harvest are presented to tIic anccslon in the Nanga [snered 
enclosure] Trith great ccretncmy before the biitJt of the crop 
is dug for The people’s tise, and no man tnay taste of the new 
yarns until the ptesentatfoti has been made. The yuitis lints 
offered arc piled in the Great Nanga. and are allowed U» rot 
there, [f anyone were impiously bold enough to appropriate 
ihcoi lo his ouni use; he would be stniutn with reatlhcss. 

The mission teacher before mentioned told me llta*, wiidii he 
visited the K«ngs he sew among the weeds with wbkh 
it was overgrown, numerous yam vines which had sprung up 
out of the piles of decayed otTcrings. Great feasts are made 
at the presentations of the first-fruits, which are times of public 
rejoicing, and the Nangn itself Is frequently spoken of as the 
.\fdaH or Haive.'it''* In other parts of Fiji liic practice 
with regard to the first*fniita seems to haii'e been different, 
for we ajc told by another obserrer that *' the first-fruits of 
the ymna, whkli are always presented at the principal 
temple of the district, become the property of the priests, 
and form their reveimc, oJthougb the pretence cd iheir being 
icquired for the use of the got) is gen end ly kept up." * tti 
Tana, one of the New Mebrides, the general name for goda 
appeared to be titvwAii, which meant '•a dead mU}.** The 
apriU of departed ancestors were among the gods of the 
people, ChieCi who reached an advanced ngc ^erc deified 
after their death, addresaed by name, and prayed to rm 
various occasions- They were supposed to preside cspccrBlIy 
over the growth of iJic yam? and fruit-trees. The firatTniit* 
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wcifc presented tn ttictru A Jitlle of the new fniil wss Ifltd 
on a stone, or on Ji shelving hrancU of tin; t^Ci or on a tiide 
touporaiy altar, made of a few sliclcs lashetl together wiUi 
stril^ of batW, in the form of a table, with iti four feet stuck 
in the ground. All being quiet, the chief acted as high 
priest, and prayed aloud ss follows; ■'Compassionate father! 
here is some fwxi for you ; cat it; be kind to m on ««OUnt 
of it,” Then, al] the people sliouted. This took place about 
noon, and afterwards the assembled fieople feasted and danced 
till midnight or morning.' 

In Florida, one of the Solomon Hlands, the cananum 
nut h much used in the native cookery, but fnnnerly none 
might he eaten till the sacrifice of the first-fruits had been 
olTered to the ghosts of the dead. This was done on behalf 
of a whole village by a man who inherited a knowledge 
of the way in which the sacrifice should be oficrwl, and who 
accordingly had authority to open the season. When he 
saw that the time liad come, be raised a shout early in the 
morning, then climbed a tree, cracked the nuts, ate some 
himself, and put some on llie stones in hia sacred place for 
the particular glio't whom he worshipped. Tlicn alt the people 
might gather the niita for themselves. The chief offered 
food, in which the new nuts were oiiKcd, on the stones 
of the village sanctuary 1 and every man who rcr'ered a 
ghost of his own did the same in his private sanctoafy * 
This sacrifice of first-fruits was witnessed by Mr. Woodford 
3 t the village of Aola, in the neighbouring island of CfUadah 
cannr. The canarium riuli, or Solomon Island alitiontla, bad 
been ripe for a week, and Mr. Woodford bad expressed 
3 wish to taste them, but he was told ibal this was quite 
impossible till the oBering to the ghost had been made. As 
a native put it, “ I'evil he cat first; all man he eat belunO." 
All the inhabitants of the village adjourned to the aea-shorc 
in groups of ten or twcl« to porfomi the sacrifice. The 
party to which Mr. Woodford attached himself swept a spare 
clean beneath the sprcatling brafjchcs of a Barringtonia, and 
there constructed half-a-dozen tiny altars, each about .six 
inches square, out of dry sticks. On these altars they laid 
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(i^erinK* of yarns, taros, bannriaji, and a liltlt flesh; and A 
few of the nuu wore skinned and set up on sticks round 
about the altars. Fire was thet) made by the friction of 
wood, for rnatche* might out be used for this purpose, 
though (irobobly every man had a box of them in his bag. 
With the sacred flame Uius produced the altars wore kindl&d 
and the oflerings cansnmctL Wlicn this ivas done, the 
wornen pruducctl large flat cokes t:akcd of a pa>te of 
|ioundcd nuts, and these wett eaten hy allJ tti Saa, 
another of the Solomon Islands, when the yams arc lipe, 
the peopte feteb some from each garden to olTer lo the 
ghosts. Earl)' tn the mortimg ail the mate members of a 
family assemble at tile sauctuoiy of the particulflT ancestral 
ghosts whom they revere. One of them goes with a j-ain 
into the holy place and cries with a loud voie* to the ghosts, 
•This t* your* to cat," and with that he seta the yam 
beside the skull which is in the sanctuorj'. Tim others wtl 
quietly upon all the aiieetor* and present tJieir yams, which 
are tnony in number, because one from each garden is given 
to each of the gbuU. liitoTeovcr, if any man has a telie of 
the dead at home, such as a head, or bones, or hair, he takes 
back a yam to his house and places U bc^dc the liead 
or whatever it may be. in iSw same island, os ia Florii^, 
the new canatiiim nuts may not be eaten until tlic ft«t-fmiLs 
have been offered lo the gbo^ Mnfcover, the first flyitig* 
fish of the season must be sacrificeti to these spirits of the 
dead before the living are allowed to partake of ihc fish. 
The glKJSts to whom the flyinE-fi»h are ofl'ered have Uie 
form of sharki Some of iheni have saiimuarles ashore, 
where images of shark* are set up; and the flyinB-fish ore laid 
before these imogns. Other shark-ghoats have no place on 
shore ; no the fish ofTered to them are taken out to «a and 
shredded Into tJic water, while tlic name* of the fibush* are 
catted out* 

In some of the King^iinill Islands the god moat commonly 
wwshipped W35 called Tuhuiriki He was reprcscuted by 
a fiat coral stone, of irregiilaf shape, about three feet 
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of the coco-nut palm w«« lifti about it, conRklcmtdy 
Incteasifi^ Us and height* The ka™ were dianged 
monUi* tlial they mijrhE be always fresh. The worship 
paM to the goJ consisted in tepeaimg prayers before the 
stone, and l*yfitj< beside h a portion of the food prepared b>' 
the |seople for Ihdr own me- This they did ftt their dai^y 
mcaU, at feativ^ itid whenever ihcy specially wished 
lo pmidtUte the ddty- Tlic firat-fiuifc* of the ^wn were 
always ofTeied to hinx Every' fnmlly of dfstlitetion had one 
of tbe*c ston» wiiicb wm considered ntliier rn the light of 
a 5atnUy altar thitn m an idoi.^ 

In the TofigA Isknds tlio firfft-fmLts of the yea^r were 
ofTcted with yidetnn ceremnny to the Mcred chief 1‘ctoLtonga. 
who was regarded divine. The ceremony generally took 
place about October, and tlw people bolievcd that if the rile 
were neglected the vengcatus ol Uic gods would full in a 
tignat mannef upon ihean. The following is a description of 
the festivat as it was cetebrated in the days when a Europciin 
flag rarely flfiated among the i*liMids of the ToclBe: " fmtrAi- 
ThU word mean%, literally, a ahare nr poitiun of any thing 
that Is to be or has been distiibutcil mil: but In the sense 
here mentioned it means that ponhwi of the fniiU of the 
earth, and other eatables, which h olTefed to the god* hi tl« 
person of the divine liikf Tooitonga, o'hkh illniTiteni b 
mode once a yea/, just before the yam-i in genmal are 
arrived at a state of maiiifity; Ihoite which are used in this 
ceremony being of a kind which admit of being planted 
sooner than crthcfit, andp comcqtiently, they are the fir^t 
fruits of the yam ^eaicm. Tlie object of this ofTcrlng L% In 
I nature the protection of the godsi that their favour may be 
exicnded to the welfare of the naltoTi getiErally* and in 
particiiUr to the produclions of the earth, of whidi yams afe 
the most important. 

^Tbe lime for planting mp?tt kinds of yams Ea about the 
latter Cad of July^ but the specie^ called whicli b 

always used in this ceremony^ is put in the ground about a 
m on til before, when, on each pUntation^ there fa a fimall 
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pi^e of land clio^crt find fafiCi^ iOi for the purpoftc of 
a couple of y&ms nf the above cfescripliwu Ai 
soon A 3 they k^.^o arrived Jit a stale or-mjtttiHly* the ffouf 
[the Kingl sends a mcj^nner to Tooitnoga, stating that the 
yam 9 for the irmrAf fit to be taketi iiji^ artd lequestirtg 
that he would appoint a day for tiie cOTinony! he generally 
fix» on the tenth day afterwardSp Teekotiifig the following 
day for the first Tliere are no |tarticii1ttr preparation^ marlo 
till tlic day before the ceremony: at night, however* ihe 
KMiiirt oi the eoncli heard occasbmilly ill dJlTerent pam of 
tbe islands, and as the day of the c^etnofiy appr&iichea it 
becomes more fmqoerrt* so that the |>eo[ile of alrtiu^l. cvjfjy 
plAntatiPii Kiuisd the conch three or four timsii whichi 
breaking in u[>nn the silence of the night, has a pleasing 
e/^eeli parliculaily ai Vavaoo, whole iiic numb<*r of woodji 
and hills sinid back rcpcateii cdiort, adding gn:AlIy to the 
efTcct 1 he day bobie the ccremnny, the yams afc dug op, 
3fid omamciilcil with a kind of riblions prepared fn'm the 
inner Tneriihume of the leaf of a speocs of pandjiniiSi and 
dyed red * wl^cii thus prepared* it b called ■ml b 

wrapped round the yam, beginning at rme cndi and rumiing 
round spirally to the oiher* when ii is brought track In the 
cjpptnjle directiott^ the turns fto«3Jng each nlhcr in a very 
neflt maniicri As the ceremony is always iierforTned a I the 
Islaiul where Toaitonga ch^>o^^cs to resiklci the distant tfllands 
masi make these prcpiirjinons two or thitt days befotohamf, 
that the yams, do, may he scml in time to Vavioo, where 
we will suppose the afTair Is to take plact The ninlli day 
then is emplpj-'cd fn preparing and collecting the yams and 
Other proviaions, such as fish, cava root^ and and 

getting ready inals^jfiTjrjr^^^imd bundles of but I Ins 

yams only arc to be carried lit the jjioce^ioii aih^ut lo be 
described , . _ 

“^Thc sun has scarcely iret when the sound of the conch 
begins again to echo through the Inland, inenea^iag w the 
night advances. At the Mooa [sapilalj, and all the planla-^ 
tiorts, the voices of men and wmiien are heard singirig 
iV4fi? Miii *Rat thoup doing no 

work i Ibou shait not wiark' ThU mg^asia till midnight; 
iticri generally' singing the fint part of the Mxitence^ and 
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the woniRR the k<l, to [>jno<itice a more pIcMini^ c^Tcct: a 
then luUIiJd^ for Uirec or four haure^ atid Rg^tm increases 
aa the sun rises. Hobody, lioivcver, is ALimng <iut in 
the piibHi: road# till ahout d^tit o^clock, when die |:^Dp1c 
froni All quartern of the island ajre seen sdvaiidng toWAfdii 
the Moo!L And cantjcst from all the other islands a/e randixif; 
llu-sr men i ao that ali the inliabitaoU of Tong^a seem 
ap|iroachtn^ by sea and land, and sounding the 

eoadi. At the Uom itself the uuivcriiai Lustic of prqwira* 
lion ii teen .tnd heard i and the dlffertmt processions enter- 
wig from various i|UAttrrs, of risen atid wojtIcmIt dressod 
uji In new cMnairicnted with red ribbons and 

wreatha of nuwenT and the men arm£d vvith apearii and 
clubt^ betoken the Iwifionaiice of the ^mnnny about to 
be |Kffformed. Each party bririgs in it-i yams in a basket, 
which is airried hi the 3^m^ with great care, bis'thc prindpal 
va^t of tlie chief tO whom the pbnlatiuii may belong, 
Tlie UttsketiJ are depCKited itt the rWrfi* (in the and 

!tome of them ixi^ln to emptoy themsdves fn clinging tJic 
yams^ each iqw.ui the centre of a pole about eight or titnc 
feet long, and four inchca diameter. The prutccdfng^ arc 
regulated by attcndirtg rnatabnolea.^ The yaini being all 
slung, Cnich pole U carried by two men iipfiii their thouJdenli 
one walking befnre the other, and the yam hanging between 
them, nmumented with red ribboaiL The pro<i:iHion beginir 
to move towards the of the Iasi TiXiitonga (whicll i# 

generally in the neighbourhocxl^ or the grave of nne of 
his family will do), the men advancing rn a single line, 
even^ tvi'u bearing a yam^ with a sIdtbt and measiircd fuice, 
sinking at cvcr>' step, as if their burden were of Immense 
weightr In the meantime the chiefs and mataUooles arc 
seated in a seinfdrcte before the grave, with their heads 
bowed dmvti, and their hstnds clasped before them.'" The 
processEOTi then marched round the grave twice or tliricc in 
a great drcle, the conchs blowing and the mcti laingmg. 
Next llic yaiii!S, atilt suspended from the poleSy were de- 
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po 9 it(!d before tlic [;rav(!f and their hearers (Mit down beside 
them. One of tlte tuataM^j of Tooitonga, scaling litmaelf 
before the gran* a little in advance of the men, now 
addresMiI tiie gtjds geTiBially, and afterwards iiarticolarly, 
CDcntlonitig iJie late TDoltOiiRaj and the paroee of several 
others. He thanked iJisfri, for their divine bounty in favewr* 
ing the land with the proapeci of so good a hani'est, and 
pmyed dial thdr beneficence might be continued in ruttiTt 
When he bad finished, the men rose and resumed their 
loads, and lifter ^utrading two or three times before the 
grave, mAmhed back to the iw<i/d/ the same w'ay they 
came, singing and blowing the conchs ns before, the 
ch}c& and soon followed to the anme place, where 

the yams had been again deposited nnd loosened from the 
poles, tliougb they nllii retained their ornaments, flcre the 
company sal down in a great circle, presided over by 
Tooltonga; wliiie ilm king and other great chiefs idinsJ 
into the background among the mass of the people. 1 hen 
Uie otlicr articles that formed part of the intuhi were 
brought fiirward, consisting of dried fish, noata, etc., vihich, 
with die yams were divided into sliancs by one of the iwnAt- 
Awikr of Tixilttjnga. Abf.ut a founb was allotted to the 
god-s, and appmjiriatcd by the priests; about a fwlf fell 
to live king ; 6ivd the temainder belonged to Tooitonga, 
Tile niiilcriali ot llie iwitcjSj having been earned aw'sy, I he 
company vet themselves to drink fffva. Some rwj’.i root 
was hrouglil and prepared ; a large quantity of provisions, 
perhaps a tiuniftcd and fifty baikets-full, was set forth, and 
a small part of ft was diKtributcd to be eaten with the flttw. 
While the infusiori was prcyaritig. a mtifaMf made » 
speech to the ]jenpfe; Mflyiiiij Lliat, ss they hiul performed 
this impoftant MftmoHy, the gods would protect them and 
grant them Tong lives, if only lliey coTiilnucd to observe the 
religions riles arvd to jwy due respect to the chigfo. When 
the mtvf was all df-uiik* the circle pcparaicd, and the pro¬ 
visions were shorod out to ntch chief aoconiing to bis rank, 
TUc day concluded wflli wrojlling, boxing, wvd so forth, 
ami tiicn the night dances began. When these H'cre ended, 
the people went liotnc perfoctly aseuted^of the protectitm of 
the gods. At lUls ceremony, we ara informed, the quantity 
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ttf provision I diitrlbulcd was incredible, and the people 
looked upon II a very heavy Iribute-^ 

In this Ton^aii the sorcitin presenLatToii of the 

first-rniiti to the divme elder at tfte ^n:ivc of lits predecessor 
is highly fligrtificant: it confirmB Llic conclusion which we 
have already reacbed, that wherever the first-fh^ils are paid 
to the diiefj it in mtliep In hU rdiKLoUB than in hb eivll 
capacity' that be recuivet them. Il h true that tlie king of 
Tonga received a large sliarfi of the rirst-fruiU, indeed a 
larger share than was allotted to tlw divine clnef; but it ]s 
vety tiotiireable that while Llie division of the first-rtviits was 
taking place under tlie ptesldeney of the divine chief, the 
king and the other great ehierd relifcd from the ftccfie and 
mingled w'itli the mas.'^ of the people, as If l<i indkate ihat 
as mere laymen they had no right to ^^rticlpaTe la a 
religious rite of such deep iiotemaity- 

The Samoans used in pte^ein the Itrai fniiis* to the 
spirits (ai/us) and chiefs.' For exampltn a family 
god was m the form of an eel presented the firu-fruita of 
Uidf Urn ptnniationa to the ixL" In TaJdtl **thc first fish 
taken periodically on their diDres, together with a numlier 
of kinds TTsgard^ as sacred, were conve^'od to the altar* 
The first-fruits of thdr tind>attlti and grirdcns were also 
fdrtfjiftaAa, or ofTered, with a pottlon of their live stock, whidi 
consisted of pig?s and fowK as It was supposed death 
would be mfiicted on the owner pt the occupant of the land, 
from which the god should not tccolve such ackiiowledg- 
mentH"* In Huahine, one of the Society binnd$t the 
fir:it-rruits w'cnr presented to the god Tinu A poor iKcr^jn 
was expected to bring two of the earliest fruits gathered, of 
whatever kind; a rimitriM had to bring ten, and chiefs and 
princes had to bring more, according to thek rank and 
riches, Thcj* carried the fruit e to the temple* where they 
threw them down on the ground, with the words* ^ Here* 
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Tani, t bnv« bfoitghl you sometlilng to cat** The cliicf 
gac!» of ihc Kaatef UkoUeis wcro Make-Maltc and Maua. 

To tliKC they offered the first of all the produce of the 
gmiiitd.' Amongst the Maoris the Qflerfng of the firsi-fmiis 
of the sweet istilatoc* to Pan!, son of Roiigo, the god of 
sweet polaloo, was a solemn religious ceremony* The crop 
of sweet pq1alt«s (ittmara) was aaered, and all pcmoiw 
engaged tn it* cultivation were also saCTcd Or tabooed ; 
they might not i]uit the place nor underlalsc any other work.* 

It hiv been aflitiMcd tlmt the old Pnissiaus offered the 
first'fruits of their crops and of their fishing to the god 
Curchu, but doubt re»W on the statement,* We have sceit |^if 
that the Athenian* and other Greek peoples ofTcred the 
fim-fruita of the wheal and barky harvesU to Demeter and 
I’enephonc at Eleusis* Tlic Trflcrerian* sacrificed the Hummik 
firslTruits to Poticidon, whom titcy worshipiKsd as the 
guardian deity of tlwfir dly»* In Attica the iret-freira of 
the vintage were presented to Icaritis and Erigtuif The 
Romans sacrificed U« firet ears of corn to Ceres, and tlw 
first of the in?w wine to Dher; and until the priests had 
offered liiciie sacrifices^ the people might not eat the new 
com nor drink the new wine.' In variotis parts of ancient 
Italy the vintage was solemnly iiiaugmaied by the priests. 

At Rome tin: duly devolved on the Flamcn Diidis, who 
Hcrificed a Umb to Jupiter and theo gathered ihe first 
grnpes over ihe entiatls of the v^cth^. Till this ceremony 
had been i^rlVyrmcd, the new wine might not be brought 
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to offrr the first berries of the seasafi to the earth, or more 
generally to the inomitain^. The QfTenojr was made by an 
ol d ^ey-hair^^ pens^in^ who da need and held out the fruit 
towards the fnmmtain-tops. The reyt of the people painted 
their faccj red and danccfd for some Time,* The Okunaken 
todfans of Uritlsh Columbia ‘^ohaened firatTrutts oeremoniefl. 
VVhen the Jir^E berries or fCK>ts were rape, the chief would 
secid out hi^ v^'ife or eldest dauf^htet to leather a portion. 
The whole commtntity would then come toj^cthcfi and 
ptkycTi would bn ofTered to thrw spirits of the sky who 
were supiKTsed to preside over the o^^rations of nature, 
portions of ihe fruit or rootit would be distribiited to ull 
prc^cnt^ after vvhkh any disc was free to jpther ujl lie or 
alic desired ; buf no one W'ould think of picking a. licrry 
Of a mot until after the feast bad hcen hdiS-"* 

When the ears of maize were fortned^ the Quiches of Central 
Amerka jjathered tlie first^rmitJi uud carried tliem to tlie 
priests; mofeover, baked fo-iv-cg or e:ikes, whidi they 
offered to the idol who guarded their keldSf but aflctwarda 
these cokes were fpven to the poor tir the iidlriw to ft 

was tile costorti of the Ai'kaiuias Indians tooiTer the firi^ETriJiti 
of ihe ripe inaize wd melons to the Cluster of Ufei evtm 
children would die of htttiger rat Iter than toEich the new 
fruits before this OfTeritit; had been inade. Some of the 
new inaiie, melons, and other fruits were ininiwd up with 
tJie carcase of a dog in t!je presence of the old men, who 
ftJone were tiririJegfcd to rtiflisi at thf'i sukmn rite. Then, 
after performing certain cefemonles, Ih^ old men began to 
dunce, anil wiw young wound up to ii pitch of 

frenzy, threw tliemselviss on the oiTcring and hoHcd it 
in ati iiisnint. Thereupon the nfd men seized the damsels 
and ducked them in the river Arkatiifas, which had u 
sobering influence m ihe tnfnrlit of the dfia^otees.* From 
tills a^i^tfrit we may perhaps infer that (n eating the new 
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fniiu the (fills I'fcie beliavcd to Iw iii!«pin:d by *hc Mister 
til Life, who Uiiw cQftsumttl vlie oiTcniig by deputy. Thif 

chief solemnity of the Naldici, on Indian tribe dti the Lower 
Mu9i»=itppi, Vk ijs the Hatvesl I^’eiTivat or I lie l‘’estfvi»l of Ne w 
Ftte, An caily nccourtl of this ccfcmony lii« been alresuly 
stibiTtUloci Ui tlic rendet,' but it may not be nmiss to add 
here for compariaon the later description by ChatcMibdaJid. 
which tliffcra from tJie other in snme piirlictiinrs, and hy» 
stress im the Siuiiicc ratlicr than on the sBcmment of first- 
fruils, Accuidins to Chateaubriand, then, when the lime 
for the festival dictr iicar^ a crier went tlinjiigh the village* 
calling ut)on the («i>li!c to prepare new v'««ls and new 
oannetlts, to wash tlicir houses, and to btim the old grain, 
The old gartlicnu, and the old iiieoMls in a cenumon tire. 
He nlsTf prochiiined ft« amnesty to critninals. Next day Itc 
apiKsaml agairh coimnandiitc the people tr> fast for ilin* 
dap, to ahittJilri froin all pko-siiic*, nrd to rnahe use of I he 
metHeitie of purificathm, ^^lcreU(xm all ibo people took 
aome drop- extracted fmm a root which tluy calltrl the 
“root of blood.'' It was a kind of plaittain and distilled a 
red liquor which acted as a violent cmelic. During their 
three days’ fiwt tlie people kept silence. At the end of it 
ihccfler piwlultiiod iii.li the festival ivoidd begin on the 
fotlnwing tby. So next morning, m soon -»a U began to 
grow light In the sky, the people streamed from all quarton 
tmvards the temple of Die ^un. The temple was a 
building with two Door*, one opening to the east, the olher 
tft the iVMt. On Ibis morning the eastern door of the 
temple stHod open. F«iinff the cjisttm door was an altar, 
placed 90 as to catch Mic first beams of the rising sun. An 
image of a tAvixJitnuuM (ji small marsupiol) stood upon Die 
altar ; on it* right was wti Image of a rattlemak*, on it* left 
an image of a mainnMet. Before these images a fire of 
cmk.hstrk burned pei petually. Onea a yeui only, on the 
eve of the lUr-'cH Festival, was. ihe sacred flame nufTensd 
to die mit To the right gf tlic altar, on the wombg uf 
this holy day. stood the great chief, who totflr his title and 
traced hi* dc«»nt fto“> ihc Sun. To the left of the altaf 
stood hii wift E«>ui>ed. acoonling to 
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the<r mribi, the mir chitfs, ihtj sachems, thfr heralds* jittcI the 
yoiihg br4V«- In front of ^ altar ’were piled bundles oi 
dry reeds* stacked in concenlnc ring^ 

Tlw high priest* standing on the threshold of Ihe 
temple, kept his eyes on the eastern horlson. Before 
presiding ai I lie festi^'nl he hnd to plunge thrice into the 
JA issisiilppf. III his hands he held twopkccA of d ry rvodd ivhich 
he kept mbbing slowly against each olher* muttering magic 
wnrds^ At his side two acolytes hdd tw'O cups filled with 
a kind of black sberheti Ail the women^ their backs tuTtitd 
to the ea^t^ cadi lemming with tine hand on her rude niattock 
and aupporling her infant with the other, stood iti a great 
semicircle at ihc gate of the EeinpJep FrofoiimJ silence 
reigned through nut the multitude wliilc the priest w^ntched 
attentively the growing light in the citsL As soon ns the 
diffii^icd light oF dawn began Eo be shut with lieazns of fire^ 
he quickened the inutjon of the tw» pieces of wood which 
he held in his hands i and at the moinent wlicn the upper 
edge of the sou’s disc appearnl above Ihc horizon* Une 
flashed from the wood and was caught in tinder. At the 
SAinc inatanC the women outside the temple faced fCHiud and 
held op their infants aud their mattocks to the risiiig tsoOh 

The great chief and lib wife now' dnruk the biack liquor. 
The priests kindled the circle of dried reeds: lire was set 
to the heap of oak^bark on the allar* and from this sacred 
fUme all the hearths of the village were rekmdled. Ko 
sooner wenc the dreSes of reeds conpumed than the chiefs 
wife came from the temple and placing hcEiicIf at ihe head 
of the women marched in procession in ihc harvcsi-Selds, 
whither the men were not allowed in follow them, 'llicy 
went to gather the first sheaves of mnite^ and remtaed to 
the temple bearing them cm their hesdj^ Some of the 
sheaves they presented lO the high priest* who bid them on 
the altar. Olher^ they UMid t» hake the uuleavencd br«id 
which was to be eaten in the evening. The cahtern door of 
the sanctuaiy w'os now closed* jand the western door mas 
opened. 

When day began to decline^ the multtiude assembled 
once more at tlie tertiplt\ thii time at Jtii western wlierc 
they farmed a great ocscciit^ With the Jiortui iumed tObvardj 
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the W«L Tlie unltaveiicd bread was held up and presented 
to the setting sun, and a pricat struck up a hymn in praise 
of hU descending light Wheu darkness had fallen the 
whole plait* twinkled with fltes, round which the people 
feasted; and the sounds of musk and revelry broke the 
sikmce of nlfiht‘ 
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ilCHOEOPATHTC WACiC OF A flJCSl! DEET 

TlIK practice of JtiULrtg a (jod bai now been traced atnonffsl 
jieoplet u.'tio have nsaclicd the attrtculliiral atsKe pf sodety, 
\Vc have aeen that the gplrit nf the corn, or vf other culti- 
vatal plants ts commonly repifescjitcil cither in human or in 
animal fonit, and that in nome plncca a cuatOfn has jirevailed 
of killing annuftUy eithoi the human or the aiiitnal representa¬ 
tive of the god. One reason for thus kilting llic corn-spirit 
in the perwn of hi» repreacittatlve hoa been given implicitly 
in an earlier pit of (hU work i «« may suppose that the 
Jntetition was tn gtmrd him or her Cftv the com spirit la 
often feminine) from the enfeeblcment of old age by trams* 
ferrlng the spirit, while still hale and bcerty, to ilie person 
of a youthful and vigDrotu successor, Aimn frmn the 
dcsirahiUty of tenening hb divine energies, ihe death of 
the CfMtt-^pirit may have been deemed inevitable under the 
sickles or lire knives of the rrupers, and Ub ivnrihipperfi may 
accordingly have felt boumJ to acttuiesce in Uie anti nectidty.^ 
Itut. further, we have found a widcKpread custom of eating 
the god Kwrarnentaily, either In the ahnpe of the man or 
animal wbn represents the giHl, or in the shape of bread made 
ill human oranimal ftmn. The reasons fnr thus partaking of 
the body of the god are, from tim primitive standpoint, simple 
enough, Tlic savage commonly believes that by eating the 
fl4»h of an animal of man he aCHuires nut only the phyiical, 
hilt even the tmunl and intellectual quaUtics which were 
characteristic of that animal or man ; «u when the creature 
is deemed divine, oqr 9tm|de savage itaturally lUtpccts to 
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Absorb A portion of It* divJtiily ftlong m^tlcrial 

^ubi^iince. it muy be well to UliistmtiQ by InstaiiOifat this 
common faith in the aoqiiiT^idon of vinwes or ylct^ of many 

kind^stbrotigh the mciHuni of animal food^ even i.^ licri there h 

nu pretence that the viands oonJWt of the body or blood of a 
Tlie doctrine form fk part uf tlw widely ramified syalcm 
of syTiiimthettc or hortiiocoj>alhio magic. 

Thu^, for e?c ample* iht CreeH Cherokee, and kit^dreil 
tribes of North American Indiaiifl ^bclbvc lljat nalure 
poisjest of iiuch a projierty, ai to tranfifusc into men 
and animals the qualitie^r, cither of the food Uiey il^c, 
or of Ihfjss objecJs th.it are itfcicn^ to tlwrir t 

he who feeds on veniTKWi Is* acccmlini^ to tlidr physicaJ uikciwa. 
system* $wiE^CT and mnie sagacious tliau the in an who 
iivc3 on the flesh nf tlic clumsy bear, m helplesB dunghill 
fowl^ the $lnw-fc»ted tame cat tic, or ibc heavy wallowing 
sw'Inc. This 15 the reason tijal sevmt of iheir old men 
rccomuicndt and that formerly iheir greatest chieftains 
obscrv'cd ii constant rule in iheJF dicTj and ^cltloni ate ai$y 
animal of a gross quality, or tieavy mutton of body, fancying 
it conveyed Ik dullness through the whole syitcin* and di.'^bted 
them from e?;eniiig themselves with pfoper vigour in thdr 
martial, civil* and religious dutiot'^* The Zapura Indians 
of Key^or “will unless from neces.^ityi in mc^l exsev not 
cal any heavy meats, such as tapir and ^leecaiy*, hut eon fine 
ihemselved to birds, monkeya, deer, fishi elc,, prineJjially 
because the>' argue that the hcAvicr meals tnake ihetn 
unwieldy, Uke the animals wlio supply the flesh, impeding 
their agthtyi and unfitting iheiii for the chast^* Simils^ly 
some of the Hraiilfnn indiiOiis would eat iio bcasl^ bird, 
or fish that rau, tltmi> or swam slowiy* Scst by pattnkiiig of 
its flesh they fhould lose their Bgility and hr- unable lo 
c*;aj)e Fram their enemies." The Caribs ahstaiticd ffom the 
flciih of pigs lest It should cause Ihcni to have «nali eyes 
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like piga ; and they rcfu?ted t& pmtake cf toptai^cs from a 
fcAT that U they did so they vfOilld become heavy and aliipid 
like the iiiiimaL* Anions the Tans of West Africa men in 
the prime of life never eat torloiscs fora simikr reiiaan ; they 
hnajjiiic that if they did sOitheif vigonr and flcctnesj of foot 
would he gone. But old men may eat tortohes freely^ 
beeaosc leaving already lost the powirr of running they c^n 
take no harm from the fle^h Of the alow-fooicd creature.* 
Some of the ChiriguanM of eastern Bolivia would not touch 
the flesh of the victinu, becau^te tliey imagined tS^at If they 
ale it they would become wocjlty like the vienfsa.* On the 
Dtljcr band tJic Abtponca of Paraguay ate the fleah of 
Jagimn In order l6 iii;;i|,uife the courage of the beast: * indeed 
the number of jaguar^ which they consumed for this 
object Is said lo hrtvo been very great, anti with a like 
intent they eagerly devnured the flesh of bulls, stags* boar^ 
and ant-beai*s, being persuaded that by frequently partaking 
of such food they increased their strength^i aclfvity, and 
cmiiage. On Uic other kajid they all abhorred Llie thought 
of eating bens, eggs, sheep, fish* and tortalies* hecatue they 
hdicved thal these lender viands begot sloth and listless- 
tiesA in their bodies and cowardice in their minds.* The 
Thompson Indians of BrItMi Columbia would not eat the 
heart of the fool-Iien, nor would tlicy allow their dogs to 
devour the bird, lest they should grow foolish like die hirtL* 
While many savages thus fear to cat the flesh of slowr- 
footed animals lest they should themselves become slow* 
footed^ the Bushmen of South Africa piniiosely ate the flesh 
of such creaturts* and the reason which they gave for doing 
so exhibits a curious refinement of savage philosophy. They 
ImagineJ that the game which they puissued would be 
Influenced sympalhclicatly by the food in the btidy of the 
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hunter, so that if lie had ealcn of ^w^^t■«footcd animals, the 
quariy would be swift ■•footed bIw and would escape him J 
whereas if he hud eaten of alow-fbolcil animals, the quarry 
would also bo stow’-'footeij, and ho would be able to overtake 
and kill it. For that reason hunters of gemsbtik particularly 
avoided eating the flesh of the swift anrl agile fpHngbok t 
indeed they would not even touch it with thoir hands, because 
they believed the springbok to bc ft very lively cicalsire 
which did not go to sleep nt night, and they thought that if 
they Htc springbok, rbe gemstKjk which they hunted would 
likewise not be willing to go to sleq), oven at night How, 
then, could they catch it ? * 

Certain tribes an the Upper Ztunbew believe in tmniini|Ta- 
tinn, and every mart i« ht» lifetime diooses the kind of animal 
urbosc body he wishoa at death to cuter. He then performs 
an mitiatcjry rite, which corsisls hi sivnllowing the maggots 
bretl iu the putrid carcaac of the animal of his choice I 
thenceforth he partakes of that oniinaj's nature. And on luiiuul*, 
Uh: ooeaiiion of a calamit>\ while the women arc giving them¬ 
selves up to liiitierttaljon, you ia'III see one man iiti thing on 
the ground like a boa constrictor or a crocodile, another 
hciwliug and leapine like a pantlier, a third baying like a 
jackal, roaring like it Hon, oi gruiituig like a hipiWfKJtftmus, 
all of them inilUting the chamcicrs of the various animals to 
perfectitm,* Clearly these people imagine that the aoiil or 
vita! esAcnce of tlic an instil I* manifeated in the maggots bred 
in its decaying carcase; hence they imagine that by swallow¬ 
ing the maggot* Uicy imbue themselves with the very lift 
and iiplril of the creatuie wbkh tlicydcsjre lo 
Namai|i]<as abalain from eating the flctiK of hare*, because 
tliey think it would make them faint'hearted as a hare. 

Hut they «i the flesh of tt»c ilun. *>■ drink the blood of ihe 
leopard nr lion, to get llie courage and sttcngUi of thew 
beast-t* The ihmhmcn will not give iheir childicn a jackars 
heart to eat, lest it should moke Uiem limTd like the jackal; 

I W, tt. 1. meet wvl C I- LU^yil Emm l>> Ihe FitmI. mliLkhiefy H. 

-*• J l^xmSrl* nl 



CnUll r-lL 


(Won, 


■ niftirrilklln lEiilPU | 

^ 4 r 

iijfadsin, jfUEl), p. Itf6. 


149 //OMOEOJ^A rmc MAG/C OE a E/JiS/f I}/ET CrtAT. 

but ihtr^ gke them a l^jKird's heart to cat to make them 
brave Tike the leoparri^ Whcaa man of GcmiRn 

Ea-it Afriea t lion, he cats the htsart {n oFdet tobacoinc 
brave like a Uiiii ; but he thinks that to eat the heart of a hen 
^ou!d make Uirn timid." Amntig ihe Ja-Ttioi, a tiihc of ilotie 
young iTIfiii eat the of ]eo|;Nliii-f tn order Ui 
make thaTi?tclVcw fierce irt war." The fliyih of the lion and 

a 1^ ihat of the -ipfitscd U:f^|K]fd arc sometirnes cooked and 
eaten by motive wmkm tn Sutith-Kancfn Afrk»i who hope 
thereby to becimne ^ bmve aa Kniia^^ When a Zulu army 
Assembles to gu fntth to battle, the warriors cal likes of 
meal -which h smeared with a powder made of the dried 
tlc^li of various nrtimals, such as the IcfipartJ, lion, dcpfiantp 
snakcii^ and sn on ; for iho^ it Is ihought tliflt the Mjldiers 
will acquire the bravciy artd other wariike qiialittes af tl^ete 
Animals. Sometimes if a Zidu Has kllledi » wild hefuitp for 
iiistance -a lenpank he will give hrs children the blood to 
drink, and will loswt the heart fur them to eat, expecting 
that they will ihum grow Up bmvc and daring men. But 
others say that this is d^ngcroits, bocause it is apt to pm* 
duEc ouurage without prudence^ nnd to make a nmn rush 
hcedJesaly on his deatk."’ Among the W'abondti of Ea5tcm 
Afnca the heart ol a lion or kopaid is eaten with the 
intention of miikiiig the cuter strurjg and lirave^’"' tn British 
Central Afrfca aspirants afler courage consume the flesh and 
especially the hearts of lions, w'hite leehcTOLis perjions cat the 
tc£tide» of gofttv^ Among the Suk of Brilish East Africa 
the (41 and heart of a lion are sometimes given to diildren 
to eac in order ihoi ihcy may become strong ; but they are 
not ailowecl lo know what they are eating*^ Arab women 
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in N'ortti Africa give their male children a piece ni a licn'fi 
heart to fiat to make them fesirlcis.* The flesh of ait 
elephant is thousht hy the Ewe-fpeakiiig jwnjiles of Wert 
Africa to tnakc the caicr itmnj* Before they go forth 
to fight, Wajagga wnrriort drink a magical |ralJan, wliirh 
often conaUL't of ghavinga of the horn and hide of a rhifiticerON 
mixed with beer; this is supposed to impart to them ihe 
strength ami force of tlie animal* When a serious disease 
has attacked a Xidn kraal, the medicine mart lakes the bone 
of a very old dog, or the bone of on old coiv, hull, or other 
very old anitnaJ, and admi’nivitra it to the healthy as well as 
to the sick people, in order that thej' may Uve to Ik os old 
as the animal of whose bone they have partaken/ So lo 
restore the aRfid Aesou to youtli, ihe witch Medw infused 
Into hla veins a decoction of the liver of the lotigdived d^t 
and the head of a crow that bad outlived nine gcueratlonii 
of men.* In antiquity tlw fteah of deer and cterw* was 
eaten for other purposes than that of pioloneitig life. As 
d«r were supposed not to sufTcr from fciixr, «imc women 
used to taste venison ever>‘ morning, and it is said thai^ in 
consequence they lived to a great ngc withoirt e«r being 
attacked by a fever; only the venison lost all hs vifUie if 
the animal liad been killed hy mnre blows than one* Again, 
ancient diviners sought to imbue them selves with the spirit 
of prophecy by swallowing vital portions of birds anti bcflAti 
of omen; for example, they thouRhi that by eating the hearts 
of crows or moles or hawks they took into their bodies, 
along with Hue Reah . the proplicttc kouJ of the creature.* 
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A-rpofifi t£ic Dyakfi <if XorLfi-West Biimeo young men 
and wairiori may nor cat vctiMOtt, because II wmilil malic 
iheni m timid u deer^ but the wotnen and very old men 
are free to eat it* 11 among the Kay a ns of tlic 

same region^ who sbafc tlic game vie^ as to the Ul eSbet oi 
eating radsfon, men will [partake of the dangerous vimid 
provided It U cooked in the open air, for then the tJnikJ 
spirit of the animal h suppoied to cscajxE at once Into Uie 
jungle and fiut to enter into the cjiicr,* The r\ino uf ja[san 
think that the otter a very forgetful anifriaj^and they often 
call a person M.ith a bad nicrnor>' an “ otter head" Thefi?* 
fore It is a rule with thetn ihftt ^ the otter's heat! iriusit not 
lightly be used eu an article nf focpd, fur utile^ people arc 
very careful they wJl!, if they cat It, become at rurgctfnl a* 
that Creature. And lienee ii hkippena that when an otter 
has been killed the pe«:fple do not usually cat the liearL ]lut 
If they are witli a v^ry stmng dcsirr for n feaat nf 

olter'a Jiead* they may partake thereof, |jrrnddiiig proper 
lirecauttons are takeUr When eating it tlie |:ict>ple must 
take their s words* knives^ aaei, bow's and a nows, tobacccM^ 
boxes fljid pSfiesi trays, cupn, garden Uicit.% and cvefydiing 
they fMMJic^.% lie them up in bundles with carrying illngs^ 
anti &it with them atlairhcd iQ thch heads while In the aLt 
of eating. Thb feast may he [lartaken cl In this way, and 
no other. If thh methotf be carerutly adhered lev ihmt will 
be no danger of fuirgetting where a thing has boehi placed* 
othetwl^ ioas of meiaury will be the rtaulL" * C^n tfie other 
hand the AJno bcUuve that the he^it pf the water-ousel h 
cxcmlitigly wise* and that in sjiccch the bird b most eloquent 
Tbimffore whenever he U kfllerh he iho4ald be at cnuc tom 
Qpcii and hfs heart wrenched out and swallowed iKrfofc It 
has time to grow cold or jmfTcr damage of any kind. If a 
man swallows it ttiui, he will liccome very Hiieiit and wfsc, 
and will be able to argue d*mn all hi& advct^arict.^ In 
Northeiu tuxlia people fancy tliat if you cat the cj^cbalts 
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of iui crwl you wttl be sitJe like nn owl lo sou in the 

di^rk.^ 

When the Kaiiivas Tndmns wcit gom^ to war^ & 

Tcast used to be held in the chief's hut, and ihe piin- 
cipal dish was dog's flesh* becaui^t said the Indians^ the 
animAl who es so hmvc that he will let himself be cut in 
pieces in defence of his mastin'! mwst needs inspire s^our* Mf iIq^ 
On extmordfnarj^ nccA^iom the bravest warriors of Uic ^ 
D&cota-s u&kI to perform r dunce uE w*hich they devoured ^ 
the livers of dogs raw nnd warm in order thereby tr> acquire 
the sagacity and bravery of the dog. The anlmEds were 
thrown to them dive, killed* and ait opem ; then the livers 
were extracted, cut into strips* and hung on a pole. Kach 
dancer grabbed at a strip of liver with hU teeth and chewed 
and 5Wftlkswu<l it us he danced i he might not toueh it with 
his hands, only the medicinc-mnn enjoyed that privilirge* 

Women did not jnin in the dance" Men of the Bum and 
Am Islandh, tla^t indies* cat the flesh of dogs in order to 
be bold aiid niirtble in war-^ Anidng&t the Bupuam of the 
Port Moresby and Motumotu diatnetSi New f^uiiiea^ young 
lad$ cat strong pig, w^aflaby^ and laTge fish, in order fo 
acquire the strength of the animal or fish* Some of the 
natives pf Northern Australia fancy that by cat Eng tire 
flesh of the kangarw or emu they arc enabled to jump 
or run than before/ The Miris of A-^am priie 

tiger's fle^h as food for men i it gives them strength and 
courage. But '' it ia not suited for women : it would make 
them too strongsmindcdH.*** I« Corea the bones of tigers 
fetch A higher price than iboac of leofiards as a mcani! of 
inspirriig courage A Chinaman in Seoul bought and ate a 
whole tiger to make himself brave and fierce,* The spcciot 
sfcii of cduragc^ accundicig to the Chinesejs the gall-blitdder; 
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soiticy somettfnes pfocurc thC Kal!-i*latldcr# of tigers and bears, 
and eat tlw bile in the bdkf that It will give them coinage,' 
Agam. tlie Similkaniecn ladtaus of British Columbia Imagine 
that to eat the heart of a bear Laspires courage.* 

In Nwrie legend, Jngiald, son of King Aiinund. waa timid 
In bti youth, but after eating the heart of a u'ol T he became very 
bold: Hialto gained stiength and couroge by eating the heart 
of 4 bear and drinking its hlo«d ;* and when Sigurd kilted 
the dragon Fafnir and tasted Ms heart's blocni, lie acquired 
thereby a knowledge of the language of birds,* The belief 
that the langunge of bird* or of animals in genetal can be 
learned by eating some jWTt of a serpent appears to be 
ancient and widespread. Democntiis is repot led to have 
said that serpenu were generated from the mixed Wood of 
ceruin birds, and that therefore wliocver ate a serpent 
would understand tlie bird language.* Ilu' Arabs In anli- 
fiulty were supposed to be able to draw oniciis from birds 
because they had gained a knowledge of the bird language 
by eating erther the heart or liver of a serpent i acid tlie 
people of Paraha tn India are said to have learned the lart* 
gauge of animals in general by the same njeans* Saxo 
Grammaticus relates bow Rollo acquired all knowledge, 
including an understanding of the Siiecch of snimaJs, berth 
wild and tame, by eating of a black seipcnL*^ fn Morway, 
Sweden, and Jutland down to the nblelMriilh cenltiiy the 
flesh of a white snake was thought to confer supernatural 
wisdom on the eater:* it is a German and Ifobcminn 
snperslilloo that whoev'cr eats serpctit's flesh understands 
the latigitagc of anUnala.* Notions of the same sort, biued 
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no doubt on a beliefln the extraordinary' wbcdom or AiibiJrty 
of the ^rpcnt^ ofton meet uil in popiilnir tales and truditiOhs.^ 
Tn Moi'Occo Iclhjir^ic patients are given anta to swallow^ 
and to eat lioh^s ffesh tt ill make a covi^ard brave but |Mx>ple 
abstain from tilling the hearts of fowSa^ lest Ihcreb)' they should 
be Tendered timid * When a child is late Tn learning to speak, 
the Turks of Central A^fa wHI give it the bongueii of certain 
birds to eat* A Kortli Amcrioui Indian ib ought lb at 
brandy must be 3 decoction of bcaii« and longue^ “because^" 
said hr, '* oJicr drinking it I fear nothing, and I t^k wonder* 
fully*'^'* In J3va there Is a liny eartliv/onri u^hich now and 
then utters a shrill sound hkc Lhai of tlic alarum of a nmnll 
cloelc llenrie wlien a public dancing girl has scteatncd 
hcrscir hoarse in the excreisc of her calling, the leader of 
the troop fnake* her cat some of these worm*. In the Uehef 
that thus she will fcgain her voice end wilkaAer swallowing 
liiemp be able to scream os oliHtly as ever-^ Tlic people of 
Darfur, in Central Africa, think that the liver b the seat cf 
the saiil, and that n tn^n may etilarge his soul by eating 
the liver of an aiiimaL ** Whenever kti animal is killed its 
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liver ifl t»lcen out and eaten, but the people are most catefui 
not to touch it with their hands, ha it Is considered nacred ; 
(t ii cut Up 111 small pieces and eaten raw, the biu being 
conveyed to the mouth on the point of a knife, or the sharp 
point t»f ft stick. Any one who moy Accidentally touch the 
liver is strictly forbidden to partake of it, which proliihition 
ii regarded as a grtat misfortune for him,'’ Women are not 
allowed to cat liver, because they have no soul' 

Again, the flesh and blood of dead men are conunonly 
eaten ami drunk to inspire bravery, wfadom, or other t^unlities 
for which llic men tliemscives were remarkable, or which are 
supfioscd to have their speeral seat in the particular part 
efttan. Thus among the mountain tribes of South-Eastern 
Africa there are ceeemonica by which the youths am formed 
into guilds or lodges, and among the rites of fiiitlfilion there 
is one which is intended » infuse courage, intelligence, nod 
other qualities into the novices. Whenever an enemy who 
has behaved with conspicuous bravery is killed, his liver, 
which is cotiatdtred llic seat of valour; hit ears, which are 
supposed to be the seat of imelligencc; the skin of his 
forelieod, which h regarded as the scat of perseverance: his 
testicles, which arc held to be the scat of strength ; and 
other membets, which are view’ed as the seat of other viftiics, 
are cut from hit body and baked to cinders. The ashes 
are carefully kept in the horn of a bull, and, during life 
ceremonies observed at cimimcisioii, arc mixed with other 
ingredients into a kind of juste, which is administered by 
the tribal priest to the youth*. By this means the strength, 
vnUiiii-, intcJiiecnce, and other virtue* of the slain are believed 
to be truparted to tlw calcisi* When Basutos of the moun* 
taiiii have killed a wry brave foe, they fmmediately cut out 
his heart and rat it, because this is supposed to give them hi* 
courage and strength in battle. At the dose of the war the 
man wht» hu slain such a foe Is called before the chief and 
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getx from the doctor * mwiidne which he chews wiUi his 
fowd. The third day sftcr this he must waxh bis body In 
running water, and at the expiry of ten days he may rctum 
to hit wives and children.' So an Ovambo warrior In battle 
will tear out the heart of bis slain foe in the belief tiwt by 
eating It he can acquire the bravery of the dead man,* A 
similar belief and practice prevail among some of the tribes 
of British Central Africa, notably among the AngoilL These 
tribes also mutilate the dead and reduce the se^'cred p.irta to 
Ashes, Afterwards the ashes are stirred Into a bruth or gntcl, 
' which must be ' lapped * up with the hand and thrown into 
the mouth, but not eaten as ordinaty fiwd i* taken, to give 
the soldiers conragCj perseverance, fortiiiide, strategy, patience 
mid wisdom"* In former times whtmevef a N'andl warrior 
hilled an enemy he used to cat a morsel of the dead mans 
heart to niake himself brave.* The Wagogo of German 
East Africa do the same thing for the same jiurpose.* 
When Sir Charles M'Carthy was killed by Hie Aihanl^ ill 
j 824, it is said that his heart was devoured by the ciiiefs of 
the Aahantec armyi who hojKd by this means to imbibe his 
courage. Ills flesh was dried and parcelled out aniong the 
lower ofiicers for the same piirjiosc, and hi# bones were 
long kept at Coomasste as nadonal fetishes.* The Amaxons 
of Dahomey used to cat the hearts of foes remarkable 
for their braveiy, in order that some of lire intrepidity 
which animated them might be transfused into the ealera^ 
In former days. If report may be trusted, the hearts of 
enemies who enjoyed a reputation for sagacity were also 
eaten, fw the Ewe-speaklng negro of these region* holds that 
the Iteart is the seat of the intcl!«i as well as Of oourage,* 
Among the Yofuba-speaking negroes of the Slave Coast the 
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prlciU of Ogiin^ this war-fod, unujilly lakt om the h«rt3 oJ 
iiumati Victims, which ate ihcn dikd, crumbled to powder* 
mixed with rum, aiiLl sold to aspiranis after courage# who 
*w 4 illow Ihe mix lure iti the bclkr that they thereby fib^orb 
the manly virtue of ivbieh \hc heart Is ^uppoiied to be the 
Similarly* Indif^ns of ilie Orinoco region used to toast 
the licjwtii of their cneiiii«> griiid them to powder* and Uicn 
drink the jKjwder In a liquid in order to be brave and valiant 
the next time tlicy went fotih to fight,* Tlic l^anras Indians 
of Mew Cirnnadst ate the beam of Spaniajrds whan they taad 
tltc npportunity* hoping Uierehy to make thcnisclvei as 
dauntless m the dteaded Ca^dlism chivulry-* The Sioux 
Indians of North Amerku itsed to ireducc to powder ll^c 
heart of u vMlianl enemy and -wallow the powtlcr, hoping ihuj! 
to upproprlste the dead man^i* vmlour/ Tlie Mu^kogiiecs 
aLio thvmght that to eat tlie beATt of a foe would '^com¬ 
municate and give giratef iieott agalmst the enemy. They 
ubo think ihal the vlgomus Ikcultics of the mind itic dcfived 
frnm the brnln, on which account, J have seen Mume of tltelr 
heroes drink out of a Ini man skull ■ thei'‘ tmufi^ne* they only 
imbibe the ifmx] iiualitics It formerly contained." ^ For a 
similar reascin in Uganda a priesi used to drink beer out of 
the skull of a dead king In cider that he miglu Ik posso^sed 
by the IdiigS Among the EsquimBux of Bering 

Strah, when young men had titaln an eticmy for the fini lime 
In war, they were wont lo drtnk some of i he blood and to cat 
a fmall piece of the heart of their victim tn order to inemase 
their bra very J In tribes of North-Western Auiitralia, 
when a man dies who luid been ^ great warrior or huiucr* 
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hi5 rricnda cul <Jut t'l'? and eat it. because 

they belletfc thal it imparts to them the courage and cunning 
uf titc deceai^cd* 

Blit while Utc human hean: is thus commonly eaten 
for the sake of iiubulnc the cater with the qualities of kKft 
it, original owner* it t* not. as we have alre^y seen, 
the only p*rt of the body which u conaumed for this ftfEW^TUlrWg 
purpose. Thus in New i:ftleao[iia the victom In a fight 
used lo cal the bodicf of tlie staiWp as might w 

aunnosed. ftoiii a taste for hitman flesh, but in order to 
assimilate juirl of the bravery which the deceased was 
supposed to posseat.”* Among ihe tribes about Mary¬ 
borough in Qmscnslirnd. «hen a man was killed in a cere¬ 
monial fight, it was customaj^' for his friends to akin and 
cat him. ill ofdsr ibal hla waiUke virtues might pass into 
the caters.* Warriors of the Tlieddora and Ngarigo Inbe* 
in ScrUtU-Kastem Australia iim<J to eat the hands and feet 
of their slain enemies, believing tlial in this way th^ 
acquircil some of tJie qualities ami courage of the dead, 
in the Dicri tribe of Central Australia, when a man had 
been condemned and IflUed by a pns^rly constiruted p.vty 
of cxccutianers^ thft weaponwith wbitli the deed was dmc 
were wajihttl in si small wooden vessel, And the 
mixture was administered lO ail the slayer* in a prescribed 
mnoner, while they lay down on their backs and the elders 
pruired it into their mouths, Thb wasbeilei'ed to give them 
double streiJgtlt, coirrage, and great nerve for any future 
enterprise* The IvamilamI of New South Wales ate the 
liver as woH as the lieart of n brave man to get his ctnirage. 

In ToiiqutO also there is a popular smpcritilion that the liver 
of & bra« m.in makes brave any who partake of it tie nee 
wlien a Catholic mifsianajy was beheaded id Tonquhi in j 8 jy, 
thcoxeeutiopcr cut out the liver of hi* victim and ate pan of 
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it* while A soldier »ttcfnpt*?d to devour ?kiiother pan of it r^w} 
With A like intent the Chinese swaISow the bile of notorious 
bandits who liave been executed.* The Dyaks of S^^rawfllt 
ii^d to eat the palms of the hands and the flesh of the 
knees of the alaiii in order to steady their own hands and 
sttengthen thcji/ own knees-* The Tolataki, notorious hcad- 
huntent of Central Celebes^ drink the blood sncl eat tbe 
brains of their victsim thai they may becotne braver* The 
Italones of the Phitippine hlands drtnk the blood of their 
slain enemies* and eat pam of the back of then heads and of 
theif entrails raw to acquire ihcMr eoura^^e, F'or the same 
reason the Tifugaos^ another tribe of the PbiUppines^ suck 
Uje brains of ihetr foes,* In like manner the Kai of German 
New Guinea cat the brarni of the eneinies they kill fn order 
to acquire thcir stjcn^fth * Among the Kimbunda of Woslerd 
Africa, when a hew king succeeds lo the throne^ a brave 
prt^ner of wnr b klllod In order that the king and nobles 
may eat htn He^h, and so atquire his stitmglh and couraj^c.* 
The Dotorkius Zulu cbmf Ataluana drank the j^all of Ihlrty 
chier!i, whose people he had de^roycJ^ in tbe belief that it 
Would make him strong* It is a Zulu fancy that by eating 
the centre of the forehead anrl the eyebrow of an enemy 
they ncqiiice the power of looking steadfjislly at a for* Is 
Tud or Warrior Island, Torres Straits* men woidd dilnk the 
sweat of renowned wwiioni^ and cat the tcraping^i from 
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thdr fitieer nail* whicli hu 4 become {Mated and sodden with 
humiui bitiod. ThiJt was dona “to maka airang and like 
stone! no artaid,"* U Nagir, atimlicr bland of Torres 
Straits, iti order to In fuse courage into boya a warrior used 
to take the eye anil tongue of a man wJicim be hod 
killed, and after niireing them and mtjring ihcni with 
his urine he admitustcred the cotti[»ouniJ to the boy* 
who received it with sliut eyes «iJ open mouth seated 
betnten tlie warrior’s legs.* Before every warlike cJt- * 
pedition the people of Minahaasa tn Celebes tised to lake 
the locks of hair of a slairv foe and dabble them in tHiling 
water to e>! tract the courage ; this hifusitin of bravery was 
then drunk by the wariiorSi* tn New Zcalajtd ** the ebief 
was an atmt [god], but there were powerful and powerless 
gods ; each naturally sought to make hiroieif one of the 
former ) the plan therefore adopted was to incorporate llic 
spirits of otliirrs with tlielf own ! thus, when a wartioc slew 
a chief, he immediBidy gouged out ht» eyes and swollowcdi 
them, the uttut /ew^, or divittUy, being supfiosed to reside 
in that organ; thus he not only killed the Iwdy, but also 
possessed himself of the soul of his entjay, and con¬ 
sequently the more chief* he slew the greater did his 

divinity become.”* . 

Even without absorbing any part of a marts bodily 
substance it Is somelfmo ihnught possible to^ acquire 
his moral virtues tliroiigh simple contact with his bones, 

Thus among the TonadjaS of Centra] Celebes, when n timptgrt* 
youth is being eircumcLiod he la made to sit on the skull 
of a simn foe in order to make him brave in war; and 
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H>ln!« Scandcrbcff. PriniM; of Kpttua, was dead, the Turks, 
trho liad often fell Llie Force of his arm in buitte, are said to 
have Imagined that by wesuing' a piece of lii» bones near 
thcii heart they aliould be animaied with a strength amt 
valour Uke hU.' A peculiar form of communion with the 
dead is pmetised by the Gallas of Eastern Africa- I'hey 
think that food From the lionac of u dead rann, especially 
Food that he llkeU, or that he cooked for himself, cotiuins 
a portion of his life or sou!. IF at the funeral fcasi a man 
«HS some of that food, Uc fancies that he has thereby 
absorbed some of llie life or soul of Liie departed, a portion 
of hit spirit, itiiclllgeflce, or coiifugc.’ 

SsTicr* Strange as U nmy seem to us, one motive which induces 

a savage warrior lo cat the flesh or drink the blood of the foe 
3 «™ ■ wliuin he haa slain appears to be a wfsti to Ibrm an indissoluble 
of fKendship and brotherhood witli his viciTin. 
witaikJr hV ft Is a widespread belief amoug savages that by trana* 
fusing a little of thdr blord liito each othcrW bodies two 
tbutlitomi. tjccome kinsmen end allies •, the same blood now 

ciradating in the veins uf both, neither can injure the other 
without at the same time injuring hiuiaclf: the two have there¬ 
fore given each other the strongest bond, Qte best possible 
hnirages, for theif good behaviour* Act in g on this theory, 
the primitive warrior woks to convert his slain foe into the 
Firmest of friends by Imbilting ihs dead man's blood or 
swallowing his flfcslL Tliat at all eveiiU appears to be tltc 
idea at the foot of the following cuatomi. When an Arawak 
Indiiui of British Guiana has murdefed another, he repairs 
on the third nigh! to the grave of his victim, and presslne 
» pointed stick through the corpse he licks olT and swaJlows 
any blood that he Itnda adhering to the stick. For he 
betieves that if he did not ta.^le his victim's blood, he would 
go mad and die; whereas by iwaliowing the faiood he 
averts any ill consequences that miglil flow to him from the 
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murder.* TJie belief mid (jractlcc of ihe Nandi we similar t 
''Totlie }ir*:«iilda>*, whcii a person of another tribe haa l)«n 
sl&tn by a Nandi, the blood must be earefuity washed off the 
sjicar or sword into a cep made of grass, and dninic by the 
skyer. Jf this u not done it Is thought that the man wilt 
become frtiirieJ.’*' So among the triiics nftlni Lower Niger 
“ it is customary and neccaajrr>' for the cxceulloncr to lick the 
blood that Is on the blade “; tuoreovef, " the cMtom of licking 
the blood off the blade of a iwoni by which a mat) baa , 
been killed in war ia common to all tlicse Iribe^ and the 
ejsplnnalioii given me by the Jbo, which is generally accepted, 
is, that if this was not done, the act of kllJhig would so 
ulTect ibe strikers as to cauftc them to fwn amok among their 
Hwn people; b«=iiiat the sight and smdl of blootl render 
them absolutely jensoless as well as fegardleas of all «in*c- 
qiienccs. And this licking the blow! is the only sure ren)«ly, 
and tVie only way in which tftcy car recover tbemselvea.'*• 

Among the Sbnns executioners believe that they- would soon 
fail til and die if they did not taste tlie blood of their vicU^,* 

Tim most prohabie explanation of tliet* practices 
scemi to be that a manslaycr is thought to be driven wad format tff 
Ijy the ijhfjut of his victim, who lakta of Kb 

murdcit f's body &(id cati&cs hi m to dcmeim hi mself in a erf 

fmiuic Qtam^cf; whcrCsis* soon ba the ^>layer ha* ta*lcd 

tilt blood of the slain* he becomes a blood-brother of lib 
vktjm, whoso ghost flcconlingly will do him no ham* 
hyimtbciis is atfoogly confirmed by the rcusoo aUq;::ed fur 
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a aimtinr ctutom fornieily obsttrvctl by the SSaorii When 
a hail jUaJn Ws foe in combat, he tBStcd bis blood, 

belleWng tluit tht» pre^crvctl bim fra in the avenj^in^ spirit 
of his victim i for they lnuiBiii«l that " the moment a slayer 
had tasted the blood of the slfdo, the dead man became a 
part of his being and plocxd him under llie protectitin oi 
the 4ttU4t or gunnliBn-spiril of Uie deceased-'’' in Ihc light 
of these facts wc tan now expltdii the opinion, still u^idely 
. held to Calabria, ihai if * munloer Is to escape, he must 
suck tii» victim's blood from the redditg blade of the dapger 
with which he did the deed;* and, furtlicr, we ean see at 
least a glimmering of rciion, however misapplied, in the 
confidence cherislnsd by the Botocudos of itraKil, that If 
only they ute a morsel of the Am]) of their enemies, the 
arrows of the fellow tribesmen of the slain woulil not be 
able (Cl bit them.* Indeed the evidence which I have just 
adduced suggests that the ifttenllon of forming a blood* 
covenant with (lie dead may have been a coinmnn motive 
for the eantiibalistn wiitch has been so often practised 
by savage victors on the bodies of their vkliim^ tf 
that was so^ it would to some extent miUgate the 
hi?ttor with which such a practise is naiuretly viewed by 
civilised observeia; since it would reveal the cannibal 
feast, no longer in the lutiil light of a brutal outburst 
of blind rage and liatred against the vanquished, but in 
the milder aspect of a solemn rite designed to wipe out 
the memory of post hosttlilies and to establish a per- 
mancitt rektion of friendship and good fellowship with Ute 
dead. 

Ona. Another mode of entering into communion with the 

^ means of iheir bodily relics Is to grind thdr hones 

iisid bf to pother or to burn them to ashes, and then to swallow 
the powder or the ashes mixed with food or drink, This 
inetbod of absorbing the virtues or appropriating the souls 
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of deceased kinsfolk has been pjTicti«<J by a numW of 
IixUon tfibca of &oii(h America. Tbw* the larinnaa, 
Tucaaos, ami otbw tribes in the valley of the Amason^ 
nboul a morttli lifter the funeral, ilisintcr the t»ifp*r, which 
la tJictj much ciecomposed, and put It in a great pan or enrm 
CFvei' the fire litl all the volatile parts am driven i.ff with a 
most horrible stench, leaving only a black carbonaceous 
paste. Tliis |astt! h then pounded into a fine powdet, and 
being mixed In several large vats of the native beet, the 
ihiuor U drunk fay the aswmbJcd company until all U 
corwumed, Tliry believe that thus the virtues of the de¬ 
ceased are trausmitted to the drinkers.* Similatty among 
the Xotnanas and Passes of the Kio Nccm and Japuia 
River In BraaiJ, it ufas customary to bum the bmics of the 
dead and mingle Um ad its in their drink : “for they fane ied, 
that by this ttienoa they received into their own bodies the 
spirits of their deceased friends" * We may suppoK that 
a similar morive utiderH« the custom wherever it has been 
observed by the indiims of South America even when this 
p,irticiilar motive Is not expressly allcgcvi by our authorities 
For example, the Retoroflrjs. Pechuyoa. and UuamyrMt of 
eastern Bolivia " manifested their feeling for the dead by a 
remarkable cuatom : when the body bad mouldered _ they 
dug up the bofie*, reduced them to powtjcf, and mingling it 
with rnaire, ei)in[»owd a sort of cake, which they considered 
it the strongest mark of friendship to offer and partakt 
Some nf the firsl inisiinnorie* were regaled with this famdy 
bread, before they knew what llicy were efttiog," Agam, 
in the province of Coroi In north-westem Vencsuck wJwn 
I. chief died, they lamented him in the iiighi. celebrating hia 
eciUms; then they parched his body at the fire, and r«ln^ 
ing it to powder drank it up In their Ikiuor. deeming this 
act the highest honour they could pay him.* The Tauari 
Indians of the Sin Enlvra bum ibdr dead, keei* their ashei 
in hollow feeds, and e*l a poftkin of the aslies with every 
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fncAL^ &ri m antiqifUy Artciniifn her luve sind 

(jncf (of her dead hu^batid by ftawderin^ hi^ ashes 

and drinking thein in water* It is said thiit Mwantba^ a 
rcccfii kinjj or chief of ihc Wemba in Mortlieni Rhodesiti, 
having detected one of his wivci in an intrigue wHh an Other 
manp canned iho guilty pair to be butned alivei while lie 
watched their tortunes from a rEi^icd scat, Shortly after 

thw, however^ he would seem to have been stricken with 
leinorse and tlic dread of Nemesis. Tho presiding witchi- 
dpeior WII 3 therefore ordered to collect the a^hes of the 
twain, and decoct tlicrcfram a potion^ which wa.i adminis¬ 
tered to the king to avert the avenging furies of evil 
spirits of the murdered paifi which might otherwise have 
hountied him into n l!t of fnadness.”" By drinking the ashes 
of hii vktiinfi the king .nought to identify him^lf with them 
and so to protect himself against thefr angry ghoslsi just as 
we have seen that man stayers !±eek to protect them selves 
agaimit the ghosts of iheir vkiimM by drinking their blood/ 
Juj^c as the savage thinks that he can svfaltow' the 
moral and other viriues jo the shape of food, so he fondly 
nsenndm hn^mea ihai he can inoculate himself with them. Here 
Biirope we as. yai iiioculaie only against disease; in 
^iimbf Ujc-^utoland they have learned the art of iiii>cu1atiiig not 
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merely against disease hat against ntoral evil and public 
calamity, against wild beasts and winter cold. Forcnamplc, facifin Riid 
if an epidemic i» raeing. if public affitft* go ill, or war 
tJirealjens to break out, the chief, with patcmol uttllchudc, ^ 
SMka to guard Wfl people against the eviis that mcnftcc 
Ltiem by inoculating them with- his own hand. Armed aiau, iJist 
with a lancet, lie makes a Blight incision in the temples of 
each one, and rubs into the wound a pinch of magic wittuhe 
powder which ita» been carefully min|ioimdc(J of the whes 
of cortflin plant* and aoimals. The plants and animal* 
whose ashes compose thia sovereign medicine are always 
S)'mbu]ical; in other wtirds, they are sup^msed to be Imbued 
witli the virtues which the chief desires to impart to hi* 
jMHiple, They consist, for example, of plant* whose foliage 
withstand* the rigours of winter; mimosas, whose thorns 
present an impenetrable barrier DO all animals of the deer 
kind : the claw* or a few hairs from the mane of a Hon, the 
bravest of beasts; the tuft of hair round the root of the 
horns of a bull, which la the emblem of strength and 
fecundity ; the skin of a serpent; the feather* of a kite or 
a hawkl So when the Bxrotsi Wish to be stt'ilt of foot, 
to Clippie the flee tog gamt, and ti> ensure an abundant 
catch, they scarify their anas ,snd legs and itih into the 
wound* a jxiwdcr made of Uic burnt bones of various 
beasi* and birds,* Among gome tribes of South-I^astem 
Africa the same magic powder which a made from various 
parlj of slain foes, and 1* eaten by boy* at circumdsion.' is 
used to inoculate the fighting-men in time of war. The 
medidne.tnan makes an incision in the forehead of each 
warrior, and put* the jiowder into the cut, thus infitsiRg 
strength and courage for the bhtttle.' Among some CafTre 
tribe* the powdered charcoal with whkh the warriofi are 
thu* intx:utated tn various part* of their bo<JIe* ta procured 
by burning the flesh of a lire ox With a certuin kind of 
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w«Hl or *oou, lo which msgic t.*irti« ts -itribiiicd* The 
B»ut09 think that rhe^‘ ain render tliejn«lvei ifivuliitf- 
*b!c by inoculatioiii,* and the Zulu* imagine that itiey can 
ptoleel themsdvea against snake-Wte by aimnar means. 
But the saving h'Ocnl^tKjn U not pcfmwent, 

like vaccination, it has to be pcriwUcally tenewacL f 
every year, about October, Zulu men, women, and 
have * amall piece of akin cut from the back of the left 
hand, and the poL-nm of a enake mixrf with spi^c. « 
rubbed into the wound. No snake wilt ever approach a 
man who hw thus been inoculated ; and what » even more 
curious, if the shadow of an inoculated mart shmitd touch 
the shadow of a man who has not been inoculated, the 
Ifttter will fall down a* if he had been shot, nvmoine by 
the poison transmitted through the shadow t so ex««imgiy 
virulent is tiw virus,' Among the Jukos. a tribe of the llwue 
River in Northern Nigeria, IjeJbre a hunter goes fmth to 
hunt elcnhant,s he makes four cuts in his left arm and rubs 
in " medicine " t this bds» him to sec the beast next day. 

^ 4 <mtn. the Zulus know how to inoculate ihemrelves nol 

m Jy with moral virtue, but even with celestial p^cr. 
For you mu^t know that the Zulus '"f*, "" 

nIw* wUh akydterds who drive away clouds big with hall and lightning, 
iust a.* herdsmen drive catttc before them. There heaven- 
herds are in sympathy with the heaven, hor when the 
heaven is about to he darkened, aud before the cleu^ 
appeair or the llmnder muttcra. the heart of the Jicavon-hord 
fwls it coming, for it t* hot within him and he is wated 
bv' anger. When the *ky begins to be overcast, hc too 
grows dark like it! wl«n It tbmidem, be frewns, ihot hts 
face may be black as the scowl of the angry heaven. Now 
the way in which he Urns becomes sjnnpathetic with all 
the changing moods of the inconstant he^avcii is this r he 
eats the heaven and scarifies him-sclf with iL And the xay 

I Col. JUdeai, ^ 4 l^oSj, ?• «*ap*ri p. 

JtWr /jBfx 41"^ CmiMf (Cspc To»ii, * J. 


itiib]. b, »S. , , 

• Fsihtf Pane. I.iS 
<rtm mibkilBiile (In ttuoInlunH,'' 

O, * 

l>Oill 0 T Jiasaiw 


* Ufiu. Ifr '"Natcl 

Cin irw loJcoi <md Tribtt ^ 

the BeBiic/" 

kivwiiFt eVj>.-*Aiiwrtr, (30} 3 


xn //OMOSOI’A rmc MAG/C OF A FLESH QtUT l6i 

in which he eais the heaven and scarifies himself with It is 
as follows. When ft bullock is struck by lightnhe, the 
wizard takes its ficrh and puU it in a sherd and cals it while 
it Is hot, mixed with medicine : and thus be eats the hcawti 
by eating the flesh, which came from the beast, which was 
struck by the lightning, which came down from tlie heaven. 
And in like inatiner be scarifies himself with the heaven, 
for be makes cuts in his body and mbs in medicine mixed 
will) the fTcati of a bullock that was struck by lightning.* 
In some CalTre tribes, wlien an animal or a man has been 
struck by lightnttig, the priest come* straightway und 
vaccinates every person in the kraal, apparently as a sort 
of Insurance against lighlnirtg. He sets to work by tying 
a number of ebaruu round llic neck of every man iind 
woman in the village, Ed order that the^’ may have power 
to dig the dead man's graw; for in these tribes beasts 
and men alike llial have been stnich bj- lightning ate always 
buried, and the Hwh is never eaten- Next a saecificial beast 
is killed and a fire kindled, In which certain magic woods 
or roots are burtnxl to chareoal, and then ground to powder. 
The priest thercu|x>n makes incisions in various pam of the 
bodies of each inmate of tlw kraal, and mbs it portion of the 
powdeted charcoal into the cute; the rest of the powder he 
mixes with sour milk, and gives to them ail to drink. From 
ihc lime the lightning strikes the kraal until this ceremony 
has been performed, the people arc obliged to abstain 
entirely fmm the use of milk. Their heads are then ahaved. 
Should a house have been struck by lightning it must be 
abandoned, with everything in it. Until all them rites 
have been pErformed, none of the people may Jeave the 
kraal or have any intefCourse whatever with othera; but 
when the ceremonies have been duly performed, thop^ple are 
pronounced clean, and may again associate with (heir neigh* 
boiira Hdwcvct, for some months aTterward* none of the Uve 
stock qf the kraal and few other thing# belonging to it arc 
allow ed to pas* Into other .hands, whether by way of sale 
or of gift’ H*3 i« It would apiJear that all ixursons in tt 
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viltstEC which has been slnieJi by lightning are iLpposed to 
be infected with a dangeroiw eittts* which they might corn* 
municitte to their neiglihoMra> and the vaccination is 
inienticd to disinfect them as well as to protect them 
against the recurrence of a like catamHy> ^oung Carib 
warrinrs used to be inocakted for (he purpose of making 
them brave and hardy. Some time before the ceremciny 
the lad who was to be operated on caught :i bird of prey 
of a particular sort and kept it in captivity till the day 
appointed. When the time was come and friends had 
assembled to witness the oerBrnorry, the father of the boy 
seixed the bird by its legs and emshed its head by beating 
ft on the head of his son, who dared not wince under the 
rain of blows diat nearly stunned him. Next the fattier 
bruised and puundcil the bird's fiesh, and steeped it in water 
together with a certain spice; after which he sctwtsl and 
akshed his son’s body in all directions, washed his 
wounds with the dccoCtloo. and gave him tlie bird's heart 
to eat, lu order, as it was said, that he might be the 
braver for it-* 

Smm !t is not always deemed necessary cither that the 

m>'stieal substance should be swallow'cd by the communt* 
cant, or that lie shoulii receive it by the more painful 
process of scarificatloti and inoculation. Sometimes it is 

Mtuiuirtoi thouglit enough merely to smear or anoint him w'ith it. 

Among some of the Australian blacks it used to be a 

ibtiiudiiia. common practice to kill a man, cut out his cauUfat, and 
rob ihcmselvcs with it. In the belief that all the qualittcs. 
both physical and mental, which tiad diJitiiiguiBhed the 
original owner of the fat, were thus communkaied by iu 
means to the person who greased himudf with it* The 
Katnilaroi tribe of New South Wales sometimes deposited 
their dead on the forks of trees, and UgMIng fins under* 
ncath Gitight the fat a* it dropped; for they hopetl with 
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the droppings to acquire the strength and coumge of the 
deceased.' The Wollami, another tribe of New South 
Wales, used to place the dead on a stage, aiid the mourners 
sat under ft and mbbed iheir bodies with the juices of 
pul refaction which exuded! from the rotten body, believing 
dial this made them strong. Others collected these 
julow in vessels, and the young men rubbed the stinking 
liquid Into their persons in ord« to acquire the good 
quailti^ of the departed.* Wlierever a like ciistopii hiut 
been practised; as it has been, for exainple, by some of the 
natives of New Guinea, Timof Laut, and Madagascar,* wb 
may ccKijecture that the motive has been sifnilar. Again, 
tlie negtoca of SouUtcrn Guinea regard the bruin as the 
scat of wisdom, and think it a pity that, when a wise man 
dies, hi* brain and his wisdom should go to waste together. 
So they sever his head firotn his body and hang it up over 
a mass of chalk, which, as Use head decays icceive* the 
drippings of brain and wisdom- Any one who applies the 
precious dripping to his rorchead is supposed to absorb 
thereby the iatelligtmee of Uic dead,* Araoug the Udiu, a 
tribe of dwarCi attached to the Fans In West Africs^ the 
great charm for success in hunting Is procured by killing a 
man and afterwards, when llie corpse has begun to moulder 
in the grave, detaching the head from the body. The brain, 
h«irt, eyes and hairs of tlie botly arc then tetnoved and 
mixed, according to a secret (bmiula. witlt special fucanla- 
tionx When the compound U dry, the hunter rubs httnsclf 
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with it in order In acquire a da^^h of tlie his/her power wkh 
whkh people are endonxd In the other iJfe, and in paftkular 
their invisibility.'' ^ Among thr Digger tiidiuns of CalifoTiiia, 
wlren a map died, k was cufldipaiy to bum the body Co 
adjcii the ashes with a thick leaiHous gum extracted 
from a pine-lreei and then jimear the gam op the head ot 
the mourper, where it waa aUon-eil to remain till it gr;idua11y 
wciiifr away^^ 'The rnotive for the custom is not mentiu-ned^ 
but it was probably, Uhe the motive for the pafallrl custom 
o( swallowing the ashes of the dead, a desire to paiticipflte 
in the powm and virlwcs of the departed- At a certain 
stage of the ccrfimonies by which, in the Andaiuaji Islands, 
a boy is initiated into manhood, the chief ukc» ibc oirca-sc 
of a boar and preswis il heavily down on the shoutders* 
bark, and limbi of the young map as he 4ts, dkPt and 
moticmless, on the grountL This ia doTie to make him 
bra\’e and sliong. Afterwards the animal is ciil up. and its 
melted fat is potir^ over The novice, and rubbed Into his 
body** The Arabs of fiasicrn Africa believe thjit an 
unguent of lion's fat inspires a man with boldness, find 
makes the wild beasts flee in Cermt before liim.* In the 
forests of North-western Bradl ihcre lives a small rnletm 
with a red beak which is so shurp-sighled that {t can detect 
even a worm ou the ground from a <:cinildcrable height# 
WTicn a Kobeua Indinn lia.s killed one of these birds, he 
pokes opt its e^^ca and allows the fluid to drip Itito 
hii own, believing that in this way they will be 
ahnrp-^sigfited like those of I he falcrm,* Most of ihe 
BaperiH, or Malekooicws, a Bccliusna tribe of South Afrfca+ 
revere or^ as they say. sing the poreupme. whkh ncems 
to be theif totem, as the sun Is the totem of JCrtue 
membera of the tribe, and a species of ape the lotem of 
others, Tho^e of them who have the porcupine for their 
tolem swear by the animat, and lament ff any one injures tt- 
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When * porcupine has been liillctl, «boy ie]i|jiOB»ly 
up it* bristles, apit on thejn, and mb tlwlr eyebmw* wilh 
them, saying. •‘Tlicy hsre sJaln Oiir brulher, uor nuwtet, one 
ofounselvts. him whom we sine-" They would to die 
if lliEV ate of its liesh. Neveriliclesa the}' esteem *t wbok- 
6ome for an infant of the clan to mb into his joifits certain 
portions of the paunch of iHe animaJ mixed with die sap 
of some plants to which they ascribe nij occult virtut So 
at the soletnit ceremony which b obserT^ by the -ent . 
Australian tribes for the purpose of milUiplyiufi kun(pl^oo^ 
men of the kangaroo totem not only eat a Idtlc kangaroo 
llesh as a sacrament, but also have ihefr bodt« anointed 
with kangaroo fat, DpuhtlcsB the intention alike of the 
eating and of the anointing b to impArt to the ihe 

quallrics of his totem animal, and thus to rmabie lilm 
lu perform the ceremonies for the mulllplicaltoti of the 

^r rrifrtL ^ 

In atieicBl Mexico the priests of the god Teacatlipoca, 
before they engagod in religiouB rites which tried the time, ^ ^ 
used to smear thdr bodies with a magic ointment. «'hieh 
had the effect of banishing all fear, so that tbej-^ would 
eorvfront wild beasts Tn their dens or shtugMcr petiplc in 
sacrifice with the uUnisst tiidiffcfence. The ointment which 
had this marrt-lJoos property was compounded of 
ashes of venomous reptiles and iiisccls, such as a^ddeis, 
scarpiotis, centipede*, and vipers, which were brayed up m a 
mortar along willi living speciinens of the same crentur^ 
tobacco, xxif nnd the ashes of black catcrpillnf*- Thu 
predous substance was then set before (he god in little pnK 
because thej'said it was his victuals; therefore thej- allwJ St 
a divine food. And when the priests had besmeared them- 


I T, Atlmlfel rt F. !>««*». 
/a CiAwh 


* Spmtf iiw tail^n* Nkffw 
^ £Wni/ AMfintti* ll-ctDilOft* 
lips M 4 Men 

^tLikt I'half PUrtm ittriEPfimt. 
m]\f it ihttc MUikimiFia ct«mriBl« 
| 54 »k«i^ GllWn,-/. 
uAti. A* *a ibm iwK 

mhaki, w* 7 %jr A&gw Apt mtA tM 


I m- 

fpnrhictibc ^ fcpptl- 

It W^fi In tb# tfn*i thf birtl 4 ft( 

cb rbr Ihjtir *ilh 

tilt He bfjfte r 4 «i i 

U BiiHwl IP 1»** llwwfcr ^ 

bcKir ntlfi 0it W'* S** Spetlcei 

mid Csifk% Jf. fljf* p. 47^ 1 <*■ 

4 |r jf it* /f*rn 

^jrjdw A C^Ff.n-*r AuUniiM^ k'm W, 


(«6 /mATOEOPATJf/C AfAGIC OF A FiMS/f DfMF chat. 


uJves U'itlijl, they urcrc rc^y to dueh^rge the duties of their 
holy offioe by butchering their fellow men in the human 
thaoibjcs without tuie quaitn of fear or ore vuiUlng of com- 
pajuion^ Moreover, an unction of tills ointment was deemed 
a soveicign remedy for skknefs and disease \ hence Uiey 
uuned it " the divine physic" , and sick ponple came from 
all quarten to the priests^ as to their sanours, to have thefr 
ailing parts aiiulnti^ with the divine pliysic and to be made 
, wholt’ 

Qc]UU(*i^ Sometimea the vatuabJe qualities of an animat or of a 
l«r«n may be Imparted to another by the more delicate and 

nulls im- ethereal prooeas tif rijtnigalium This retried mode of culli- 
tlw! inwai virtues is or Uiied to be practised b)- the 
CaiTm of Soulli Africa. Thus in former timea as soon as a 
baby was born, some dirt was scraped from the rorcann and 
other parts of the f4Uief*3 btxly and mixed with special 
medicines. The mixture wan then made to smoulder and 
the baby was funu[<aled or " washed " in the smoke. This 
ccmiiony was deemed of great importance, being the estab- 
lislied way of oomrnunicatlng to the child a jAnlon of the 
ancestral ipitll {tttmffff) through the physicaJ medium of the 
father's dirt, to whicb the spirit nattirally adheres. But 
while tile dtn was endowed with this spiritual potency, the 
moral character of llie infant depended In a large measure 
on the rsatUTc of the medicines with which the dirt was 
compounded, and accordingly much thought and slcill were 
devoted to iheir selection Htid preparation. Foremost nitiong 
the Ingredient* was a meteorite, burnt lo a cinder and gioutid 
to powder. The cflTccl of tUh t»wder, well mixed with the 
dirt, ami introduced into the oriftocs of tlie chitd'a body 
by mean* of smoke, is to close the sjiterior fdotaticlle of 
the baby's skull, to fitmngthcn the bouts of that important 
part of his person, to communicate vigour to his mind and 
cmiragie to his disposition, and in general to bmee and harden 
his whole system with the strength and hardncaj of the 
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meteorite. Other Ingitnlienti which hare a mosi: bctieficbl 
cHect are the jtowtIcretJ whiskers of a leopard, the claws of a 
lion, and the skin of a salamander. The mode of administcr- 
inc the mttlidne » as follows. You set fire to the com¬ 
pound, and while it smauldcrs, J'ou hold the infant, wrapt 
up in a blanket, over the burning niEiss so as to cnmijcl it^ 
inhale the smoke. To make sure of producing the desired 
uffect, sonic of the powdurcil medicine is mixed with the baby s 
food.’ In ffhe manncf by holding the smouldering feat her - 
of a vulture under a baby's tiosc you fttnJer the child valiant 
and brave like a vuJbire, and If you do the same with a 
peacock’s feather, your oflapring wU| be. like a peaewk, 
irn^mvid and never dismayed by thunJer or other tcrnblc 

now easy to understand why a savage should desire 
to partake of the flesh of an animal Of man whom he regards » 
as divine. Uy eating the body of the god he shares in the 
cod's Rtiributaa and powers. And when lim gtd Is a corn- 
god, the com is his proper body ; when he is a vine-god, the 
juice of the gmpe is hi« blood ; and so by citing the bread 
and drinking the wine the worshipiiCf partakes of tire rcml 
body and blood of his god. Thus the drinking of wine In 
the rites of a vine-god like Dionysus 1e not an act of revelry. 

It is a solemn sacrament* Vet n time comes when reasonable 
mm finti it hard m undmland how any ortfi in hut wises 
can suppose that by eating bread or dtinking wine he cofl- ^ 
sumes X body or blood of ft ddly. “ When we call corn ™ 
Ceres and wine Bacchus,'* says Cicero, “we use ft Cumnion rtiniiaiioft. 
{icure of speech; but do you imagine that anyltody is so 
insane « to believe that the thing he feeds u|Kin ii a 
Pod ? ** ♦ In writing thus the Roman phiitHopher little foresaw 
that in Rome itself, and in the countries which have denyed 
tlictr creed from her. the belief whkh he Here mgtnfltises 
as insane was destined to persist for thousands of years. 
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u 8 curdirDil doctrine of tetigion, among peoples who pfrde 
ihenuelviss on their leitgicnis enl^htotment b]r compiifisoin 
with the liliod superstitions of pagan anttquitjr. So little 
can even the sreatcst mlmU of one gencratinn foresee the 
devious trade which tbe:.R%ious faith of mankind will 
pursue in after ages. 



CHAPTER XIII 

ItlLIJT^C THE. DIVIHE ANIMAL 


J t. KiUtag tht Samd Baxtard 


Iw Ihc pr««Jtng chupters wc saw lisat many commanttics 
which have progrtssed lo far as to itibsist mainly by 
aBricuhnre haw bwn in the habit of Idlling and eating 
their farinaceous deities cither in their proper fonn of 
com. rice, and so forth, or in the borrowed shapes of 
animals and men. It remain* lo shew that hunting and 
pssiorat tribes, as well as agricuUwral people^ have been 
hi the habit of Irilling the being!* whom they worahitk 
Among the worshipful being* or gods* if indeed they 
deserve to be dignified by that name, whom hunter* and 
shepherds adore and kill are animals pure and simple, not 
animals regarded a* embodiment* of other supcrnatiiral 
beings. Our first example is dtawii from the Indians of 
California, who tivi'ng in a fertJlt country' under a serene and 
temperate sky, neveitheles* tank near the bottom of the 
savage scale Where a stretch of iron-bound coast breaks 
the long line of kvd sands that reedve the nJltere 
Padftc, there stood in former days, not far ftom the brmk of 
the great cliffs, the white miss ion-house of San Juan Capi^ 
trano. Among the monks who here excrtiBcd wer a hnne* 
fill of Vretched Indians the austere dlsdpHne of Catholic 
Stain there was a certain father Geronimo Boscuna who 
hv bequeathed to us a precious record of the eustoms a^ 
■uperstilions of his savage flock. Thus he tells l» that the 
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A<!agthftmcm tritw jsdprcd The bu^iard.iuid Lb.it once a 
year Ihey celcbraled ^ flreai TL^slival called Pan^s or biril-rcasL 
in its bonout. The day selected for the festival was made 
known to the public on the evening before its celebration and 
prcyuirations were at once mudc for the erecTion of a special 
ieuipU; which seems to have a circular or 

oval eneb^Hure of stakes with iJie stuffed skin ol a coyote 
or fTToiiic-woEf set up on a hurdle to represent the god 
Chitiigdiitiicb. When the temple was read>\ the bird was 
carried into it in sc»kmn procession and laid on an altar 
^ erected for the purpose. Tlicn all the young women„ 
whether maiTlcd or single, began to ran to and fro^ as if 
dislractedp some la one direction and some In anotbcT, while 
tlie elders of both sexes rcan allied i^ilcnt spectators of Lhc 
swrte, and the captains, tricked out kt paint and featliers^ 
danced round tlidf adored bird. These ccreinonles being 
concluded, they sdxed tipcti the bird and carried it to the 
prindpa] temple^ all the a£4embly uniting in the grand dh- 
play, arid the captains dancing and singing at the hc:id of 
the procca^oti. Arrived at the temple* they killed the bird 
witliout losing a drop of its btood. The skin removed 
entire and preserved witJi tlie feathers os a relk oi' fci- 
the pur|)ose of making the festal garment or The 

caroLie was buried in a hok in the tempki and tlit old 
women gathered imiitd the gr^ve wotptng and nioiinbig 
bitterly, while tlley threw various kinds of seeds or pieces of 
food on tc, cr>'tng outp "Why did yuw run away? Would 
ynu not have been better with us? you would have made 
fm<iU (a kind of gmcl) oa we tiOf and if you had not run 
away, you would not have become a Pa*^^,** and so on. 
When this ccitmirtny was concluded^ the dancing was 
resumed and kept up for three days and nights. They 
said that the PjJtri was a tvoman who had run off to 
tfie mountains and there been changed into a turd by 
the gud Chinigehinidt, They* believed that though they' 
sacrinccil the bird annuall>v she came to life again and 
returned to her home in the mountaifia Moreover they 
thought that often us the bird was killed. It became 
muhtplicd \ because **¥^7 year all tlie different Capitooes 
celebrated the some feast of Pajm^ and were firm in the 
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<jpin[Oti thfii the birds itacrii5c«4 were but one and the ^me 
female,'* ^ 

The unity !ii muUtplidty Uvua postulated by the 
fontians h very noticeable and helps to c*plain their motive 
for killing the divine bird. The notion of the life of spidcio 
as distinct from that of an ijHlrvtduul, easy Htid obvious as it 
gee ms lo lifl* appears to be one which Uie C^ifomian 
tLannot grasp. He is unable to iponceive the life of the speeks (1 m ip«Hn 
oUicrtfc'i^e than as ait iudividiujil life, and therefore as exposed -* 
to Llu^ same dangers and calamitiei which menace and finaily 
destroy the life of the indlviiJuat. Apparently he 
that a spcdci left to tUcIf will grow old and die like an 
IndividuaJp and tliat therefore ^ome stc}^ must be taken to 
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save froni extinctitm ttis pArllctllaj species which he regnids 
3ji (JivifiCi The ofily iTT-CjirkS he caii ihink of to avert the 
Mtastrophe is to hiiU nwuibcr of the ipetie* In whose veins 
ihc tide of life fs still mnnlng strong, and not ytst stagnated 

among the fens of old agt The life thu& diverted from one 
chatind will flow, he fiuicle?^ mote freshly and freely m a 
new one; in olhcr words, the sUirt animal will revive and 
efitef oil a new term of life with all the spring and energy of 
youttL To tu ihis reasoning Is transparently absurdp bitt *o 
too Is the eqiaioio. If a better eaplanatkin^ that is. otic more 
consonant with the facta anti with the principles of savage 
thoLik^hi. can be given of the mstom* I vrlll Mrilifngly with¬ 
draw the one here proposed. A ainiiJar confu^iont It may be 
noted, between the individiial life and the life of the species 
made by the Samoans, I^ntch femity had for its god a 
particular species of aniiiifll; yet the death of one of these 
aniinali^ for example an Owl^ was not the death of tVie gorf^ 
""he waa supposed to be yet aiJve, and incarnate in all the 
ov^la bt exijiteflCi)/^ ^ 


i 3. f/f# Sfsmd R^rm 

Afidini Tlie rtide Californian rile which we have lust considered 

^ parallel In the religion of s.nrient Egj'pL The 
afffl M Thebans and all other Egyptians wlio worahipped the Thebart 
god Atfinioti held raroi tt> be sacred^^ and would not sacriflee 
tliem. Bnt once a year ai the festival of Amnioti they hilled 
a ram, tkinned it, afttl clothed tbc image of the god In the 
akitu Then Ihey mourned over the rain and buried It In a 
iaerud LomE The custom was explained by a story that 
Zeui had once exhibited himself to Hercules clad in the 
fleece and wearing tN head of a rara^ Of <wiric the ram 
in till! case was simply the beast-god of Thebes, as the wolf 
iw the beast-god of LyeopoltSp and the goat was th# beast* 
god of Mcfklea. In oilier wordi, the ram was Ammon him* 
lelt On the monumenlSi it b tme, Ammon appcarn in 
semMiumnn form with the body of a m^n and the hciul of a 
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nun.' Bitt this only shews that he was in the usual chrysalis 
state through which beast'gods ttguJarly pass before they 
emerge as full-blown asithfopooioriiliie jEods- The rwn. 
therefore, was killed, not ns a sacrifice to Ammon, but a* the 
god him self, whose identity with the beast i» plainly shewn 
by tlw taislom of clothing his image in the skin of the stmn 
ram, llm reason for thus killing the ram-god annually may 
have been that wWeh T bava assigned for the ^neral custom 
of killing a god and for the ajrecial CnUfornian custom ol 
kiliing the divine butsard. As applied tn 
expbRaliim is supported by the analogy of the bull-god 
Apts, who was not suffered to outlive a certain lenn ot 
ycart* The intention of llius putting a limit tot^ life ol 
ihe human god was. Os I iiavc argued, to ieenm him fmm 
the weakness and frailty of ag& The same masoning would 
explain the eosmtn^—probably an older one putting t c 
bcast-g«l to death annually. « was done with the tain of 

w*int in the Theban ritual—the of the 

sktn to the ittiage of the god—dtfHiniCS |>articukr silentlon. 
if the god was at first the living ram, ht» representation by an ™™l 
image must have originated ialer. But how did it ? 

One answer to this queatimi is perhaps furnished °Y 
practice of pnjwrving the skin cf the atiimul ^hich is sliun 
as divine. The Callfomianv as we have seen, 
skin of the boszanJ; and the skin of the goat, which wkilled 
oil the harvest-field as a representative of tlte com-spin^ la 
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skin q ( the tidifi tinlRiftl. Dtit Trom ^itirtua] lo per 

munent tmageii the tniniiitiOfi ls tBAy% We lutve swn th»t 
the older csistpm of putting ^ uew May-iree cvcr>' year was 
ftu]>crscded by the priu-tio: of malnlainiit^ n permanenL Mjiy- 
[Kile, which was>t however, aniumlly decked wfth freih leav^ 
ATirl flowera^ and ei%n Aurniountcd each year by a freab young 
Siinnarly when ihe itufTiMj skin* ai a representative 
of llir fiod, TCplftCed by a jierRiJjnenl iina*;e oT him in 
wood, atone. Or meUL, the permanent Imago was annually 
dad In the fresh dcin of the alain aniimL When thb stage 
had been reached, the custom of killing the rajn came 
naturally'to be iiUerpretcd aa ■ aacriiice oITefed to the image, 
and was explained by a story like that of Artimnn and 
Hercules. 


§ j. Kff/tu^ tfu Snoffd Sfrffftt 

TivM.-nRi West Africa appear?; to ritmiah anollicf example of the 
annual killtog of a sacretl animal and the preservation of its 
PoMiKto akini The negooea of Issapoo^ in the island of I'emando Po^ 
regard tlie cobriKapcIla as tlicir guardian deity, whn can do 
them good or Ml. h^tow mhes or inflict disease and dcatK 
The skin of one of these reptiles la hung tali downwarda from 
a brandi of the highest tree in tJie public K[uat^ and the 
placing of it Oft the tret ta an annual ceremony. Aa soon 
as the ceremony is over, aU children bom within the past 
year are carried out and their hands made to touch the tail 
of the serpent's skin.* The latter custom ia clearly a way of 
placing the infants under the protection of the tribal god 
Similarly in Senegamfaia a. pylhim U expected to visit tveij' 
child of the rytlion cian williin eight dn>'s after birth ;* and 
the Psj-lti, a Snake dan of aneJent Africa, used to expose 
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lh»r infanis to andk«s ift ihe belief that the snake* wimlrt 
not Itann iruc-born diiltlren of the dan.^ 

I 4. KtUi'ng' Saentd TnrdtS 

/ In the Califonixan, Eg>'ptiati, and Fernando Po enstoms 
anfniftl *n»y pcibiil>?i tiavc been at Hjmc tfrae or 

«lw . totem, but thU i» teV doubtiuf At oil m;™u, m 
all thrtc dscs the worabip of the animal to have no 

fclatirm lo B^prictiUnte, and fnay therefore be preswnv^ Eo dabc 
from the hunting or psaUiral stage of sodeiyr The s&mt 
mav be said of the foUtiwins ojsiotti, though the jKople yth9 
practise it—the Ztini Indians oF Mexiw-are now 

sallied in walled vlttagcs ot lowtis of a peculiar type, »™1 
pmetlK nsricnUtira and the arts of pottery and a-eavinfr 
But the Zuni custom is mwked by «rtam feaiuns aht^ 
apiwar to pUce It in a somewhat dlffocnt dass from the 
pmcedUig case* U may be well themfore to tlcscnbo it at 
full lentitb in the word# of an eye>wil»BW. 

"With midsumcner the heat became intense. ^ > rot ^ 
[if. adoplcd Indian brother] and I *al, day after day. in the 
cool under-rooms of our house.—the latter [rw] busy with 
liis f plain l forge and erode appliance^ work ins M exican 
coins o^Cr into bangle, girdle#, ear rings. iHittcms. and what 
not, for savage ornament. Though his tools wonder¬ 

fully njilc. the u-ork he tnmed out by dttil of combined 
imllencc and Ingenuity was remarkably teauttrul. One day 
AS I «t watching liiin, a procesflioti of fifty men went bast y 


* Vaito Ut PfIreiiiB, w jav v*l. i. 
Ik sn. ed Krfl I mlny. -Vrti. 

^tJL |i^ jTjlii^li lljjleiDflflt !■ to W 
«mfciicd br Vajni'ir 

1 Wbirn 1 WtflIC 7%t Co^ikM /Twa-X* 

fdpniU# I mil |h*t iBiheii lliM ™* 

•* rbc MUMi ilii*o prcjl^iUj 

It**, « tattiH." Bui fhU loffoi lu BM 

1«M iww iMn il Ifl 

i-grtird ia liw CaliTiikrtiiMil % 

putkular. ibo* •«**« 

evLlctKx tliu wkhrn ilw ■"* ^ 

c^wpriBi H ^ 

wa ftfiL-tiivd I-Jf MST <**™ ^ „ 

lUkp Umifd 


f/iftim, 

tl hUai!!®^ lS46h ft t 99 - 
Csiblift« In ^ 

iSTj;, L ^ 

iD 7 ?lt F- 

A, S. Onlicbc^ A'/dWfi^A 

^ SfKiA'mtihnr iVV*diiacM* 

iSgaj, W. ir p «i " Wiftiiifil* laMlI 
imA iwnt W bo*ii ™ 

(If ptifimiE* " ^ Trt 

m kitfr l* tUtarri Nornubci 5 *^* 
in$iy, BfijofliJ tho TPfj titintitfel ** 4 * 
d iwt k liw snli 1 Ittiiip c 4 co 
dcn» littt twtrmiiift dtoln l'«Miaj 4 o 


1 Hafnium 
p(l!i* pr^ 
Hiuao 

ruriliL 


I?* A'^/UJNG r/lM AiV/iifAL cfiAr. 

dowh ihe hill, and off wt^stwanl over tbe plain. Ttusy were 
folcmnl^ led by a piloted aod shell “bedecked priest, a.nd 
folliiwed by the tordi-bearitig Shu-la-wft.^r, or Cod of Fire. 
After they had vanished, 1 asked old brother wliat it all 
rrteant, 

" M'hey an* goin^/said be, 'to the city of the Ka-ka 
and the home of our othent' 

" Foot diiys^ alter, towards stmset, costumed and masked 
in the beautiful paraphernalia of the Ka^k'ot^sbJ^ vt 'Good 
Dance,* they returned in fik wp the same pathway, each 
bearing in hb firms a basket Jilled with Living, s^juinojng 
turtles, which he regarded and carried as tenderly ms a 
mother would her infant. Same of the wrctclied replies 
wt:re carefully wrapped in soft blankeU, their heails and forc^ 
feet protruding,—and, rtiounted on the hacks of the plume* 
bedecked pjlgrinu, miule iudicroim hut solcinn caricatures of 
little chlEdrcfi m the same position. While 1 was at supper 
upstatra that evening, the EoveroDr’s brothcr-m-law came in. 
He was wetcmrifd by the family as if a tne^ijieiiEcr fftJiii 
hcavcji* He bore in his tremulous fiTtgeni one of the much 
abuised and rebellious turtles Faint still adhered to bis 
hands anil bare ftet, which led me to tnJer that he had 
formed one of the sacred embassy. 

“ 'So yoti went to Ka'th1U“el“lon. did you.^* 1 asked 

“ * EV repUfd the weaf>' man, irt a voice husk>' with 
long chanting, ai be sank, almost exhausted, on a roll of 
sktfifl which had been placed far him* and tenderly laid the 
turtle tin the floor. No sotim^ did the cieature rinti itfwlf ut 
liberty than it made qIT as fast as its tame legs would lake 
it. Of one accord, the family fnrMxik difth, iipotmt and 
drinking-cup, and grabbjng from a sacn^d rncahhowl whole 
handfuls of the conlent^, hurrietlly fat towed the turtle aboul 
the room, frito dark eoriiEn, around waler-]ttrs> behind the 
grinding-lTOUgh% and out into Ihe middle of the floor again* 
praying and scattering meat on it* back as thc>* woiL At 
lost, strange to say» tt approaiched the foot-sore utan who 
had brought it. 

“ ‘HaP he e^bdahued with ematian ; *sec It comes to 
me again ; ahi What great favours the fttlhcrs of all grant mo 
this day/ and, pa^ng his hand gently ov^ the sprawdjitg 


ain 


KILUNO THE SACRRD TURTLES 


177 


anEmiil, he inhaloJ fitim hia palm deeply and long, at the 
same time iiivwhing the favour of the goda. Then he leaned 
his chin ui»on hb hand, and with large, wistful eyes regarded 
his ugly captive as Et sprawled about, blinking its meal- 
bedimracd cy«, and claw ing the smooth fiour in meiaory 
of its native element. At this juncture 1 ventured a 

question ; ^ 

►* ■ Why do you not let him go, or give him some water? 

"Slowly the man turned hb eyw toward me, an odd 
mixture of pain, indignation, and pity on his face, while the 
worshipful family stared at Hie with Imly horror, 

“‘Poor younger brother I' he met at last, 'know you 
not how precious it to? it die ? It will »n/die; i tell you, 
it cannot die.* 

“But it will die if you don't feed it and give It 
water.* 

■ ‘t tell you it die; it will only change houM* 

to-morrow, and go back to the home of its brodicfi. Ah, 

Weil I Mow sbouid j'«r know } ’ he mused. Turning to the 
bUtided turtle aifuin s ' Ah I toy poor deaf toat child cm* ti«^ 
parent, my sister or brother to have been! Who *,1,,^ 

which ? Maybe my own great-grand father or motlicr I ' nSitfin. 
And with this he fdl to weeping mqs! pathetically, and, 
tfciouloua with sobs, which were echoed by the women and 
children, he buried his face in his hands. Filled with 
sympathy for hift grief, however mistaken, I raised the turtle 
to my Ups and kissed its cold shell; then det^iting it on 
the floor, hastily left tiie grief-stricken family to their 
ftormwa. Kext day, with prayers and tender beseechings, 
plumes, and offerings, the poor turtle was killed, and its flesh 
and bones were removed and dcpon-tcd in the little river, 
that It might ' return once more to eternal life among Its 
comrades In the dark waters of the lake of the dead,* The 
shell, carefully scraped and dried, was made into a dance- 
rattle, and, covered by a piece of buckskin, it still hangs 
from the smoke-stained rafters of my hrother's house. Once 
a Kavajo tried to buy it for a ladle; loaded with indignant 
reproaches, he was turned out of the hoos& Were any^ otie 
to venture the su^gestiotl that the turtle no longer lived, 
his remark wodld cause a flood of tears, surd he would be 
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remiridc.-tt ih:it it had only 'diangeJ ln>u*e^ and g&tse to live 
for cvtir in lb« home of '* our lost otlicra." * 

tn ihit eui^tom Mt-c fiiwi cxprca^^il in the deafcsi '^ay a 
belief in the irausinlgration of human aoulp into the bodicj 
of tuillci^* The thenry of iran^iuigmtfon h heM by the 
Mex^ui JniHaiin^ ivho belong to the aainn reice as the Zunis. 
The Moquii arc divnied into totem cUns—the itcar clmip 
Ltiser clan, Wolf clan* Hufe elaOinini m on S they IwUeve that 
the allocator of tJie dal^J^ were boarsp deerp wolvc^ harts, and 
*f> forth ; and thiit at death the mombers of each clan become 
bcar^ tl«ir, and h on accorditig to the particular clan to 
which they belonged.* The Zwid also divklcd inu^ dana, 
the totems of which agree closely with those of Ihc Moqilif, 
and cme of their totems h the lulttt* Tfisis tlitif belief in 
ininsmlgTiitlmi Into the tttrllt It probably one of titc re^itlar 
aitidits ot thftr totem faiilli.* What iben is the meaning of 
killing a turtle in whidi the wul cf a kinsman U believed to 
be pre^ntZ Appcirently ihe object b to keep Up a com- 
mnnicatlon with the other world iti which the souls of the 
departed are believed to be assembled in ihc form of 
Lurtiea. !t is a common bdief that dte 3p|ilrjis of the dead 
return cxrCMfonally to their old homcii ; and accnrclingly the 
unseen vidlnts are welcomed and feasted by the living, and 
then ^nt upon thdr way»^ In the Zuni ceremony the dead 
one fetched hnfno in the form of turtles^ and the killmg of the 
turtles U tfie way of sending back the souls to the spiriu 
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Ip 41(L Thus the gefttral cxpJjMiation givm Kbnvr ol tlic 
custard df billldg n gi)d iu^ppikablc to thr Zuni 

custani, the true meATiing of Es s^jtucwhat ubfeute- 

Nor Ib the obscuiity which hangs ovet the subject entlrcljf 
dlsflipfitod h>^ a liitcr and futtcr accorrdt which |>os,^te 5 
of the cererdonj*. From it we learn llwt the ccrcfdnny forms r™ i 
jjart of the elaborate rilust which these Intiians nhserve at ihe 
midaurndier sdstke for the piiri>cse of eritiiu/ing an abundant 
supply of min for the crops. Envoys arc despatched to nttfrmii 
brin(j " ibeir olhcrscK’cSi, the tortoises," from the sacred lake 
Kalhluwalawa, to which ilie souls of tjic dead are believed " 

to repair. When the ereatures have thus been sotcninly 
brought to Zuni, they are placed in a bowl of wiiler and 
donees are performed beside them by men in costume, 
who personate gods and goddeasea, " After the ccremoninl 
the tortoises are taken home by those who caught thern and 
are bung by their necks to the falters till morning, when 
tlwy are thrown into pots of boiling water. The eggs arc 
cotiaidered a great delicacy. Tlie meat is seldom touched 
execpl as a medicine, which Is curative for cutaitcous 
ditea!ie.t. Part of the meat Is deposited in the river with 
JtMaJbt'a (white alidl beads) amt hint] noise beads as oircrings 
to Council of the Gods,"' This account at all events 
eon firms the infefence Uiat the tortoises are supposed to be 
reiflcarnAttons of the human dead, for they are called the 
" othersclves " of the Zuiii; indeed, what else shnuld they be 
than the souls of the dead in the bodies of tortoLacs seeing that 
they come from the haunted lake? An the prirtcipal object 
<if the prayers uttered and of the dancesi petfirfttied at these 
midsummer ceremonies appears to be to procure rain for the 
cfO|H, it may be that the inieiitbn of bringing the tortoises 
to Zuni and dancing before tliem b to intcrcrtic with the 
ancestmt spirits, incarnate in the atilmala, that they may be 
pleased to esert (heir power over tlw watcru of heaven for 
tike benefit of their liviitg dc^idants. ^ 

• Ha. Xfatlldi Ow» Sttrnona. tWf JTM-iiajylWMklacUWt *SotJ< Us 
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I 5, iht Sffirtii mar 

Dntibl »liM> liang* at fcst over ttie mcaiifng of the 
bcar^sacflftce (iirwcd the Aftio or Ainu, a priniilivc [wopic 
T^fho are found In the Japanese Island of Veao or Yesso, aa 
wdt as In Saghalicn and tlw southern of the Kurile Islands. 
It is nol fjiiite easy to dchtie the attitude of the Aino 
towards tlu: bear. On the one hand they give it the name 
of karnttim ‘*god" i but as they apply the »me word to 
attangerd.' it may mean no more tlimi a being suppnsed 
to be endowed with superhtiiJiaitt or at all events extra- 
ordinaiy, powetv* Again. It is said that "the bear is their 
chief divinity'':* "in the reJigian of the Aino the bear 
plays A chief part ^ " amongst the auimaU it i» especially 

the bear which nxelii-e* art iduUtroas vencratlort ";* "thry 
womhip it after their fashion " : " there is no doubt that this 
wild beast inspires more of the feeling which prointits 
worship than the inanimate foree!i of nature, and the .Aino 
may be distinguished as bear-wofshippers,"* Yet, on the 
other battd. they kill the bear whenever they can;* “in 
bygone years the Ainu eonsideted bear'huntfng the most 
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ond U*(«l «=>)- i» •'■■I'l' » 

» 1 «V lime« ’» •‘the tnen itwtud live aulumii. winter, and 

tL« is paid in ^Uins, and llie>' ""r ^ ^It i« 

bear’s nSi tt indeed one of tltcir sUplc 
both fresh and saUed;* and the Ams of 
them Willi clothing* In fact. tl« «^'P, 
on this subject speak api>«rt to be paid to^ 

dead animal Thus, although they WU 
they oan. " in the process of dieting the ca«^ h^ 
cX^nr to conciliate the ddty. uhtisc «pre«ntattve iW 
hive slain, by making elaborate obeisances and depr^atory 
Satidn;-;* -when a bear has been killed ihc Amu s t 
and aimirc it, make their salaams to it. ^ 

,nd offer presents of i'nac ' ;* ** when a bear .s “ 

wi^nded by an arrow, the hunters go througU an apologetic 
wounoeu oy ^ ^ receive 

or propitiatoiy ceremony. IhesKuns 

a place of honour in their huU, or arc set up ^ 

,X outside the huts, and am treated with mudi tesp^ * 
libations of millet beer, and of an irttc^cating^ tq . 
aroffemd to them; and they are nddt«»cd « - diidne 
nreservera'* (at-oiAir^tJti or -precious dimities. 

The skulls of foxes are also fastened to the sacred pw 
outside die huts? they a« 

tvil soirhs and arc consulted a» oracles. le 
expressly said, -The live fox is oncred just m kttle as the 
SlT^ther they avoid it as much 
it a wily animal"'* The bear can hardly, tbcrcfore, 
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described ^ a >^^crcd aiiitniil or the Aino^ tior y^t as a 
tciLern ; for they do nul caM thcfOMiTves besira, and they kill 
and cat the animal freely. Itowever, they have a Iti^nd of 
a woman who fiiiid a son by a bear; and many of them who 
dvrell in the mountains pride themscIveB on betnjg di^cnded 
from a bean Such people are called Dcscesidanis of the 
bc^" {fCir/tut4 A'Viotm/ and in the pride of ihelf 

heart they will say^ *■ As for me* I atn a cMliJ of the god of 
the mountams ; t aivt dcstcended from the divine one ivlio 
rules in the inaunuinSj** meanhig by “ Lhc god of the 
iiu>imUms" no othof thau the bcan^ It h iliercfore 
pns^rbk that^ as our prlndpaJ aatborltyT the Rev, J, 
Rntchelor^ ticireves, the bear may have been the t-otem of 
an Aitto clan; but even if that were so it would not 
explain the respect shewn for the animal by the wdiole Aini> 
I>«p[e, 

But it ia the bear-fcstlvaJ of The Aino which ■concerns 
us bein, Tuw^aids the end of winter a bear cub is caught 
and btmight Into the village; if it b ^&ry aiiidl» it h stickled 
by aji Aioo wouian^ hut sJioutd them be fip ivoinan able to 
suckle it, the UtUe animal b fed fram the hand or itie ntondi. 


If it cries loudly and long fur r!s molherpa.4 it b Apt to do^ its 
owner will take it to hb bc^m and let it sleep with him for 
a few nighty llius dbpehing its fears and ^ensc of Ipiicjlnes?.. 
During Uie day tt plays about in the hut wtih llie chlldreit and 
b treated with great iilTmioa. But when the cub grow.^ big 
enough lo |^in people b>' hugging or scratdiing them, he h 
shut up In A strong wtKidai cage, where he sia>^ genCTally 
for two or thrtfc years, fed on fish and inlltet porridge, till 
it b time for him to be killed and eatem* But “it b a 
peculiarly fliriking fad that the young bear i$ not kejrt 
merely to fariibh a good meal j rather he b regarded and 


1 UflT. J Ikiilirtufp 7 ^ Aim* imJ 
fMnJ Muck M. kedm 

TSSI mfitiimii ft bltmii 

wh^idl ftitfllmlM* file bniOTtA^ lir 
lo ihc wklhf^ ot ibfit fbit 
■ ncoKi^n by m hc^j-^ Itai tm the ftb- 
tmx roU^nCe fhu n (ms proof 

bT EoCcmlaiBt 

* tt, *+ Dpr BftetTMltUa 


tttsd dk fiofiviUcire ilrf AiBQAf" p~ 43 j 
RftT. j. lUtdkiiWf Tti AifTM 
tiiiw |Jfh 1IS3-4SW Mf* 

fiKtifrnib <!( -Jettlisl 

ifi.U iiihir Alan wneq^ft mcfdk fke hew 
oa\m {TAm 4iwM ^ p. [jjsi 

hM iljsctf fliftii b? bn wp^t^Jry wm 
llnfft dk if. Ofw^ wlt'lli lift wua 
ptMckinf;, m niU w*> t«2a^ fBaurd 
rerani Bifunirg *il the I'OUBfi 

pcfts^ttil -Util ihickkr^ lj|' qarj] bl lurti 


THE SACREU IfEAH 


18:3 


honoured as a fetinb. or even as a sort of higher be.iiff, 
Ye*o the festival is BcnenUly cduhrated tn September or 
Oetober. it takes platie the Ainc dtmlojji* w their 

cods alkgiRC tlial thej- have ueated tlw bear kmdJy as long 
« they could, now they can feed him no longer, and are 
obliged to kill hiim A man «liO fiivca a bcap-fcast invit« 
]d5 reiaUona ami frienda; in a small villatje nearly tlic tdmle 
comtmmity takes part in the feast ; indeed, 
distant villages art invited anti Bcnenilly come, allured 
by the prostKCt of geUing drunk few nothing. 'c orm o 
Invimtion runs someahat aa foHoiva: "I. so and so. am 
sloul to sacrifice the dear little divine thing abo resides 
among the mountains. My fde«d* ’‘nd masters, come ye to 
the feist; we will tlien unite in the great pleasure of send ng 
the god axvay- Comt''» When all ihe frfople arc assembled 
in ^nt of tlic cflge. an orator cUo«m for the put^ 
addresses the fae..r and idb it that they a« 
forth to lU aoecstOTS. He craves pardon for what 
about to do to it, ho[ws it will not be aiW. and 
by assuring the animal that many of the sacred whittled 
Sticks (moo) and plenty of cakes and wine will ^ 
rt'ilb it on Uic long journey. One *pmh of this wrt 
which Mr. Batchelor heard run aa follows: O thou 
divine one. thou vast sent into the world for us to huitb 
O thou precious little divinity, we worship ^ce; pray hear 
our prayer. We have nemriwhed thee ond hnuight thee up 
with a deal of pains und tmuble, all b^ause we love th« ^ 
Now, as Uiou hast grown big, we am about to send th« to 
thv father «id mother. ^Vllfin thou com«t to them |dcafle 
speak well of us, and tcJI them how kind we have bemi, 
come to us again and ivc wdl saenfice iheic' Having 
been secured with topes, the bear is then let out 
*od assailed with a shower of blum arrows in order to tousc 
it to fury. When it has Epeni itself in varn . 

tied up to a *t*ke, gagH rlraiigkd, its neck l^mg 
placed between two polw, which m then violently _ 
pressed. M the people eagerly helping to squeeze the 
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aniiT^oi to dcatli. An armw alifo dischai^ged into tht 
bea^t» heart by a [^aod markMnati, but .ho ^ not to Ahcd 
blixid, for Uiey think ihut it would be vety unlucky if any of 
Ihe hU>od were to drip on Uic ercmiul Iloweiw, the men 
zmmctiirtes drink the ^vorm blood of the bear t:bin.l the 
eoUTAge and other virtues it posscases may pass iiitotbero"; 
and sometimes they besmear themaek-es and their doLhes 
ivith the bUiod in order to ensure success m huntinf. When 
the anirna! ha* been ntraiigled to deathp U h skinned and its 
hcoi! Ia cut o(r and net in the cast windtww of Ihc house, 
where a ^Ie^oc of ita own l^csh is placed under its snoutp 
together with a cup of Its own meat boiled,, .some millet 
cltimpMngs. and ilri^ fijvh. Prayers ate tlmii addrcsAcd to 
ihe dead animal; amatigst other things it 1* lometttnes 
iiivlurd, after going an'ay to its father and motherp io return 
into the world in order tJut it may again be reared for sacr!^ 
Ree; When the bc^r b supposed to have hnbhed eating Its 
own i!tijhp the uiaii who presides at the feast takes the enp 
coolaifiing the boikd meat^ salute^^ it, and divides the con- 
lems between all the company present j every person, youtig 
and old alike, must taste a little. Ttte cup is called the 
cup of offering because ft ha% Just been offered to the dead 
bear, Wtien the rest of the Bcsli has been cooked, h ti 
shared rmt in like manner among all the fscople, every^body 
partaking of at Ica:^! a nmrnel; nol to portal^ of the feast 
would be equivalent to exqommMnicatioiip It would be to 
place ibe recreant outiitfle the pale of Ainp fcllowshipn 
Formerly evet>' partfcle of the bear, exctpl the bones, had to 
be eaten up at the banquet, luit this rule is now relaxed. 
The head, on being detached frorn the skin, is set up on 
a tons pole beside the sacred wanda outside of the 

bou'H^ where it rcrna™ till nothing hut the bare white skull 
La lefL SkulU so set up are worshipped not only at the 
time of the festival, btil very often Ufl long as they last 
The Amo ossuied Mr, tkikhdor that they really do Believe 
the apirita of the worshipful anim^ to rrsaide (ti ilie skulls j 
Jhat l» why they address them as '‘divine preservers* and 

precious dlviniticsL^ ^ 
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KILLING THE, SACkED BEAK 




The ceremony of hilling ihc ticar was witnessed by tJr, 

Dr, B. Schcobe on the tenth of August at Kiimiui, 4JnKn|itinti 
which IS fl %illagc on Volcano Bay in ihc bland nf 
Ycro or Yessa As his description of ihr tile contain» uinnu «rfH 
$ome interesting pnrticulam not menticmcd in the foTC- 
going account, it may be worth while to summarfse it.^ 

On entering the hut he found about thirty AIno presciiti 
men, women, and childrenp all diojcaed in tlieiT best- Tlic 
master of the house first offered a libatiOTi on the hreplace to 
the god of the fire, and I he guests followed hb example. 

Tljen a libation was olTcfcd to the house-god in hb fiactcd 
comer of the hut- Meanwhile the housewife* who had tllirsetl 
the bear, Sal by herself* silent and sadi bursfling new and then 
into learsu Her grief wis obviousty iiniffecTcd, and it 
deci>ened as the festival went on. Next, the of ihe 

house and 5 ome of the picsts went out of the hut and 
offered libations before the tiear^s cage. A few drop were 
pfcaented to the bear in a saucer, which he atipnee upseL 
Then the women and Eirla danced round the cage^ their 
faces turned towaitis It, their knees slightly bent* rising and 
hopping on their toca^ As they danced the)' cUpped iheir 
hands and sang a m^^notonous sotig. Ihe housewife and a 
few old women, who might have nursed many bears, danced 
tearfullyi stretching out Lheir anns to the bear* and address¬ 
ing it In terms of endearment The young folks were less 
affeded; thc>‘ laughed as well as sang. Disturbed by the 
noise, the bear began to rush obt^ut hi* cage and howl 
lamentably. Next libations were olTcincd at theiV^r*? 
or sacred wantls wJilehalaiid oulsidc of an Ainnhut Ihesc 
wands arc abnul a couple of feet higb* whittled at 

tJic tup into spiral shavings.^ Five new wandi with bamboo 
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K^UJ^V THE im-m'E A/itMAL 

IcAvei uttBcItcd to them htfd been set Up for the festival- 
This is regularly done when a bear i* Mllifd J the leava 
menn that the aninwt may cniiie to life aguia Then lh« bear 
WM let out of his cape, a rope tras thrown found his neck, 
and he was led about in the ndcHhourhond of the huL 
Wiiile this wfl* bdnp done the men, headed by a chie^ shot 
at Oie beast with urrowa tipped with wooden bultoint Dr- 
Scheubc hud to do soalsa Then the bear was taken before 
tile sacred wands, a stick was put in hia month, nine rnen 
knelt on liiin and prcirscd his sicek against a beanu In 
fi« (iiliititei Lite aninial had expired ivithout utUirinp a saunil. 
Mc.intitne ibc women and fiitls had taken post behind the 
men, where they danced, jamenting, and beating the men 
who were killing liic bear The bear's carcase was next 
placed on the mat before the sacred wands ; arid aswonl and 
(|iiiver. taken from the wands, were hung round the beast's 
neck. Being a shc-bcar, it was also adorned with a necklace 
and car-finps. Then food and drink were ofTcrBcI to it, in 
the shape of mil let-broth, millet-cakes, and a pot of mkr 
lluj men now sat down on mats before the dead bear, 
oifemd Ubadons to it, and drank deqi, Meanwhile the 
women and girls had laid aside all marks of sorrow, and 
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dniiced merrily, none more meirily thnn the ok) women, 
UTifin the mirth was at its height two young Atno^ who 
hod let the bear out of hi> cage, mounted the roof of the 
)tut and threw csk^ of iniltet among the compan>% who all 
scram hied for them without distinction of age or sex. The 
bear was next skinned and diacmbowelletk and the trunk 
severed from the head, to which the skin was left hanging. 
The blood, caught in cups, was eageTly stt-nllowed by the 
men. None of the women or childt«n appeared to drink the 
blnod, though custom did not forbid them to do sa 1'he 
liver was cut in small pieces and eaten raw, with salt, the 
women mm) cliildren getting their share. Tlie flesh and the 
rest cf <he vildls were taken into the house to be kept till 
lire next (.lay but one. and then to be divided among the 
persons who had been present at the feast. Blood and liver 
were offered to Dr. Scheube, While the bear waa being dis¬ 
embowelled, the women tuit) girls d.-inccd the same dance 
ivhi(th (hey had danced at the beginning—not. however, 
round the cage, but in front of Oic sacred wands. At this 
dance die old women, who had been merry a moment before, 
again shed leans freely. After the brain had been extracted 
from the bear's head and tnvallowed with salt, the skull, 
detached from Ute skin, was hung on a pole beside the 
sacmJ wandi The stick with whidt the bear had been 
gagged wai also fastened to the pole, and so wtstc the sword 
and quiver which had been hung on the carcase. The latter 
were removed in about an hour, hul the neat remaioed stand* 
ing. The whole eompaiiy, men and women, danced noiaily 
Ijcfore the pole: and another drinking-bout. In which the 
vi'iimcn joinc(), closed the fosllval. 

Perhaps the fi«t publiihcd accotinl of the bear-foast of 
the Aino is one which was given t« the world by a Japanese 
writer in t 6S3. Jt htu been tratwlated into French and runs 
thus: “Whcji they find a young bear, they bring it hntne, 
and the'wife suckles it Wljyn It Is grown they feed it with 
iish and fowl and kill it irt winter for the sake of ihe liver, 
which they esteeni an antidote to poison, the worms, colic, 
and disorder of the stomach, it is of a very bitter taste, 
and Is good for nothing tf the bear has been killed in 
bummcf. Thfs'hutehery begins in the first Japanese month. 
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For this purpose Xhty pul the (Uiijnars liead between two 
long poles, which Art «jueewd together by fifty or sixty 
people, lynti tnen and ivoiticn, WTico the bear it dead 
they cat hi* flesh, keep the liver as a tnedicim!; and kII the 
sklr, which is black and commonly six feet Iouk, hut the 
longtsE measure twelve feet, A» soon as be i* skinned, the 
persons who nnurhbed ihe beast begin to bewail him ; 
afterwards they make Uwle cakes to regale IhMe who 
helped ihern." ’ 

The Aluo of Saghalicn rear hear cnbs and kill them 
with similar ceremonies, We are told that Uie>- do not look 
apen the bear as a god but only M a messenger whom they 
despatch with various commissions to the g«l of ll» ForesL 
The animal is kept for about two years in a cage, and ilien 
' killed at a festival, which always takes place in winter and 
at night The day before Uw sacrifice b devoted to 
lamentation, old women relieving each other In the duty of 
weeping and groaning in front of the bear** cage. Then 
about the itiiddle of the night or very early In the morning 
an orator makes a long speech to the beast, tetninding htni 
how they have taken care of him, ar.d fed him well, and 
bathed hint in the river, and iniuir him warm sod comfortable. 
“ .Vow,” he pToceedB.*wcarc holding a great festival In your 
hononr. Be not afmtil We will not hurt you. We will 
only kill you and send you to the god of the forest who 
loves you. We are about to offer you a good dinner, (he 
best you have ever eaten among us^ and wc will all weep 
for you together. The Aino who will kill you b the best 
shot among us. There he ts, he weeps and asks your 
fo!givcncs8 ; you wilt feel almost nothing, it will be dnne so 
quickly. Weasnnot feed you Always, as j'ou will undentand. 
We have done enough for you : it » now your turn to 
sacrifice yourself for us. V'nu will ask God to send us, for 
the winter, plenty of otters and sables, and fnr the sumrner, 
seals and fish in abundaocR Do not forget our iftestages, 
we love you much, and our children will never forget you." 
When the bear has partaken of bU last meal amid the 
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gemcnd emotion af the spectittnrs. the pW women ««ptn|f 
afnsh *nd (he mt-n utieting stilled ents, he Is stjapped. not 
wfLlhout difficulty and danger, and being let out of the cage 
la led on leimh or dmeged, according to the atatc ^ his 
temper, thrice itaind biacage, ihcti rtrtind his masters hous^ 
•tul irtrtly- round the Iwusc of the oralOf. Thereupon he is 
tictl Up to a tret whicti a decked with saeted whittled, sticks 
(ffiitif) of the usual sort ; and the orator again ttddressts Mm 
in a loJiE hwangijc, which sorticUmei last* till the day is 
beginning to break, - Remember." he «i«. - retnernWt 
I remind you of your whole life and of the services we have 
leudered you. U f» row for ymi to do your duty. Do not 
forget what T have asked of you. You will lelt the gods to 
give us riches, that our huntcra nitty return from the forest 
Indco with rare furs and animttls good to eat: that our 
fishers may find troops of seal* on the shore and In ^ ^ 
and that their nets may crack under the weight of the nah. 
We have »io hope but in you, The tt'il spirits laugh at us, 
and too often they are unfavourable and malignant to u$^ 
but they will bow before you. We hove given you food and 
joy end health ; now we kill you m order that Ji-ou may 
in rattifti send riche* to os and to oor children." To this 
discourse the bear, more and more surly and agitated. ILitetis 
without conviction J round and round the tree he pacet and 
howls lamentably, till, just as the fimt beams of the fis.ng 
sun HeHi up tlie seems, an archcf siJceds an arrow to hi# 
heart. No sooner has he dmie w, than the marksman 
?hrew. away his bow and fling# himself on ihe 
the old men and women do the same, weeprng and sobhfofr 
Then they ofTer the dead beast a repast of nec and w«d 
pcitatnea, and having spoken to him in terms of pity and 
thanked him for wiml he h.ia done and sulTered, they cut oft 
his bead and iww. mid keep ihem w sacred tiling. A 
banquet mi the flesh and blood of the bear follows. W 
were fomcrly excludal from It. but now they share with the 
men. The blood U drunk warm by alt prisent ; th* fl«n 
U boiled, custom fwbid* H us be roasted And as the reJies 
of the bear may not enter die houw by the door, and Aim 
houses In Saghalien have no windows, a man gets up on the 
roof and lets the HesK, the head, and the skin down through 
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the jFfnokC'hoilc. Hicc and wild potatoes are then offered ta 
the head. And a pipe; mhaccio^ and rnatche^ are cDn.'tiderately 
placed beside it. Cu-^tOm requires tltat the guests Bhould 
€3t lip the vvimie aiiiiTiaJ berufe they d<qii]it i die li^e of saJt 
and pepf>Cf at ihc uieal is forbidden : and no morsel uf the 
flcih may be given iq the dogSi Wben the bmiquet h ov^tt 
the head h carried awny into the depth of the forest and 
deposited on a hcapof beai^' attulls^ the bleached and moulder^ 
ing relics of similar fesEivnls in the pant* 
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The Gitynks^ a Tuilguxian people of Eastern Siberia*" 
hold a bcar-fostivni of the same sort once a year in januar>t 
** Ihe bear jg the object of the moat reBnod M»1kitu^ of an 
entire village and ploys the chief part in tlicir relTgloiia 
ceremoiiies^“ * An old slie-bearit ahot and her cub h risireci^ 
but noi suchled Jn the village; When the bear Is big enongU 
he is taken from his cage and dragged thruugh the village. 
But drat tivey lead him to the bank of tJie river^ for lliLa Es 
believed to eaiure abundance of lUh to canh family. He is 
then taken mtO cvcr>' house ln tlw village, where ti^\\ brandy, 
and w forth are ofTeied to him. Same [waple jirotfute 
themselves beforo the beast. Ilia cntranca into a house Is 
supposed to bring a blessing ; and If he gnijjfa at the food 
offered to hiuii this al^o Is a blessing, Kevertkclcss thxy 
tease ^nd worryj poke and tickle the aniinal continvtiilJy^ so 
that he is isiiriy and snappish.^ j’Vftet belog thus taken to 
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cvfsy houMr. he ta tied to fi t«g and shot dead with nnowt 
tils head [a then cut off, decked with fhating^, and placed 
tin the table <xhcrt the feajtt Ji» set nal. Hettr titey heg 
pnnlnn tif the beast and worship him. Thej» his llesh w 
coasted and eaten in ipecHl vessels of wiKn) finely carved. 
They do not cat the flesh raw nor drink the blood, aa the 
Afno do. The brain and entmiJs arc eaten last ; and the 
skull, still decked with shavings la placed on a tree near the 
hou-se. Tliirn the people sing and both saces dsuice in 
ranks, as bcars.^ 

One of tt>e*e bcar-fc*tlvals was witnesed by the Knsiati 
tmii'eUcr L vcui Schicnck and bis companions at the Gilyat 
village of Tebich In January 1856. Ffom hi* detailed 
nrport of Ure cctciiKiny we may gather some patticniun 
which ire not notices) in the briefer accounts which I luivc 
Just sutnmariaed Tlic bear, li* tells us. playa a ipoi* pa»i 
in the life of ail Ihe peoples inhabiting the region of the 
A (none and Siberia as far as Kamtchalka, but airiong none 
of them « hlft importnnee gfeatw than among the Gilyalt#. 
The IromeniH! siie which the animal attains in the valley of 
the AiuDor, hi* ferocity whetted by hutigcr. nml the fre- 
(jucticy of his appearance, all coitibine 10 make him the most 
drNuted hcaat of ptcy In the Coutilry, No wopiijcrj thereforet 
that the fancy of the Gilyaks is bunicd with him und sot- 
rounds him, both in life nod in dialh, with a eon of ItaUi of 
■uiWrstltLous fear, l'hu^ for example, it is thmiglit that tf 
a Gilyak fulls in combat with a bear, his soul tranamigrate* 
Into the boily of the bcaat Nevertheless his ffesh has an 
irrcHsiible attraction for the Gilyak palate, tspecinlly wheu 
the animal has been kept fii captivity for some time and 
rattened on fish, which gives the flesh, In tlm opinion of the 
Gilyaks, a pceultarly rielicluus Jluraur. Hut tn order m 
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«ijoy* this dainty with impunity they deMi tC needful to 
perfonn a lon|; setic^ of ceremanies^ of which tJie Intcnliun 
ts to delude the Jiving bear by a &how of respeel, *ind to 
4ppeiie the anger of the dead animal by the hoina;;e paid 
to J^ii depatfed s^pint The morhs of respect begiti as loon 
as die beast i^ eaplurcjcL He is brought home in triumph 
and kep^ ® where aJl tlsc villogera take it in tiirnt 
to fetfd him. For ailhough he may have been captured or 
purchased by one nuit, he belongs in a manner *o the 
wliob vilbge. His desb wdl furnish a ccttimon feast, find 
hence uh must contribute to support him in liis lift HLi 
diet eoniJ»ts exclusively of raw or dried fish, watcr^ and a 
ssort of pruriilgc compounded of powdered fish-Kskirtfl, imiu- 
oil, and whoftlc-beTfi» The length of time he b kept in 
captivity dq^nds on his ttgt Old bears arc kept ooly a 
few munths; cubs are kept tlU they are fulI-growTU A 
thick layer of fat on die captive bear gfv'es the sigunl for 
tilt fcsiivah which Is always held in wjuicr, gencridly in 
December but Aomedmes in jununry or Febfunjy. At tiic 
festivat witneo:^ by the Runshm travcllcis, which lastetl a 
good many days, three bears were killed and eutoii, 
titan once the anlmnli were iod about In procession and 
compelled to enter every house in the village^ where they 
were fed as a mark of honour, and to shew that they were 
welcome gue^U. But before the beasts set out on this 
round of visits^ the Gilyaks played at ikipplog-^rope in 
presence, and jicrhapsT ar L. von Schrenck ipclined 10 
bellevq in honour of the uniiuaU The night before they 
were killed^ the three bears were led by moonlight a long 
way on the ice of the fmoen river. That night no one in the 
village might sleeps iVext day, after the aiumajs hod been 
again led down the steep bank to the river, and oondMeted 
til rice round Uh? hole in tJtc ice nfoni wbldi the women of 
tJie village drew :hdr water, they were taken to an up- 
pointed place not far from the vtUagCr and sliul co death 
With arm wo. The phbcc of^sacnficc or execulickn was 

marked as holy by being surrounded with whittled sticks^ 
from the tops of which ^haviuga hung in cur It Such sticks 
arc with the GilyakSj as with the AinOp the regular symbols 
that Accompany all religious cetemonies. Before ihe bears 
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fccctvrci Ihe fatal jhnfia from two ytjUiig men dawn lot the 
purpose, ihc boy* '«« »llow«d !'• tiiKhat^jc thdr sniiili Iml 
not always harmlcs* arrow* at the bcaati A* soon ns the 
carcass had betm cut up, the *fciin wdth the fnaub atlftchcil 
to them were «t: up in a wonden cage Jn *udi a 'ray ** 
make it apiicar that the animaJs had entered the cage and 
were looking out of tl. T)tc blood windi flowed from the 
bears on the aiiot where they were killed was Immediately 
covered up with fflow. to iirer cnl any fine from aeddaitaUy 
tretning on it. a thing which war rtrictly tabooed, 

Wlicn the house haa been juranged and decorated for Tricua^ 
their reception, the sWri* of the bears, with their heads 
attached to them, arc brought Into it, not liiowcvcr by liie 
door, but tbroiigti a window, and liten hung on a smrl of 
scaffold Dppirsde the hearth on which the il^ U to be 
cooked. This ecrcinouy of britiEing the bears aklns Into 
the houte by the window fvas not witnessed by the Kusaian 
travcllent, who only lisaincU of it at eecond hanii. They 
were tnid liiat when the thin disc of fijh-skin, which is the 
substitute for a jane of glass In the window, has been re^ 
pluced after the passage cif the bear-skins, a hgure of a 
toad made of birch bark ts affixed to it on the outskic, 
while itislde the tioiise a figure of a hear dresMid m GUyak 
costume is set on the bench of lionciirr. 'nm meaning of this 
part of the ceremony, as it i® conjecturally interpreted ly 
Voo Schrenck, may be as follows. The toad is a creatine 
tliat has a very evil reputation with the Gilyaks, and 
accordingly they attempt to Jay upon it, as on a scajiegoat, 
the guilt of the alaugbiet of the worshipful bear. Hence it* 
effigy U excluded from the house and has to remain outside 
Bt Ihc window, a witness of its own mlrdccds ; whereas the 
hear » brought into the house and treat<^ as an honoured 
guest, for Bsh anti flejih are laid before it, aitrl its effigy, 
dressed in Gllynk costume. f» seated on the bench of honour. 

The boiling of the bcarsT fienh among the Cilyaks is 
done only by die oldest men, whose high privilege it is; 
women and fklUircn, young men and boi^ have no i«rl in 
iL The task U trerformed slowly and deliberately, with a 
certain wlemnlty. On the occasiorv described by the 
Russian travdli^ tlic keltic was first of ail surrounded with 
rr. V. tot .-11 “ 
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A thick wreath of iliavmg*, anil then fiUcrl wilh sikiw. Ttif 
the UK of water lo cook bear'* (Icah i* forbid«krt. Mean*' 
while a large wooden trough, richly adorned with atalx^qu^ 
and arvinga of all wrta* was hunp immediately under the 
nnOUL* of the bears ; on one-fidc of the trough was carved in 
fellcf A bear, on die other ride a toad When the careaws 
wen: being cut up, each leg wm laid on the ground In f^int 
of the bpwr *. « if to ask tliefr leave; before being placed In 
the kettle; uitd tlic boiled llcah was fbhed out of the kettle 
wiUi an iron hook, and set in the trough before the bean, 
in order that they might be the first to taste of their own 
flesh As fait, too, as the fat was cut [n it wu9 hong 

up in front «f the heart, and afterwardi laid in a «inaU 
wooden IfOOgb on the ground before them. Ijiit of oil ihc 
inner organs of the beasts were cut up and placed In small 
vessels At the same Umc the women masle bandages out 
of pwtt-coloured rug*, and aflet sunset these bandage* were 
tied found the beam’ snouts just below the eye*“in order to 
dry the tears that Towed from them." 'I’o each bandage, 
lust below the eyes, was attached a figure of u toiul ent out 
of hireh bark. The meaning of thk appears to Ik. a« Von 
Sclirenck enojectured, ft* follows With the tani-ing of hi* 
Inner organs, the heart, liver, and so forth, the bear that 
hb fate I* scaled, and shed* soino natural tears ut hi* hard 
lot These tears trickle down his snout over tlic figure of 
the toad, which the poor deluded bear accortliugly regards a* 
the author of all the mischief For be cammt blame the 
Gilyatrt. who have treated him w kiiuliy. Have they ooi 
received him as a guest in thdr liouae, set him on the neat 
of honotir. given Wm of their b«t. and cfonc nothing fjot 
with his knowledge and penmisslon f Finally. Iiave not ihdi 
women riicwn him the lart delicate mark of attention by 
drying the tears thnt fh>w from hit eye* and trickle down 
his now? Surely then he (annol think that tluac kindly 
folk have done him any harm; 1: vra* all the fault of the 
unpritidpkd tDid, 

Duciecrm Whatever may be thought of lliU explanation, as soOO 

ilwbasrV ^ ceremony of wiping away poor bftim** tears had liceu 
performed, the ssaembled Gdyak* *et to work in eanett to 
devour b» Borii. The broth obtained by tmlling the meat 
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hfttl alwady been partitkat of. Hw iwxidcn bflwK plalters, 
and ipoociik out i>f which ihe GUji'ak* «it the bfTtth ami flesh 
of the benrs on th=he weasioiui affi liwray* made «|«djiil!y 
for the purf)o»c .It the festival atid only then i they are 
eiabonitcly ornamentoi with carved figures of beam anti 
other devices that refer to the animal Of the festival, and 
the people have a vtcen^ strpentitious tcrupte agahiitt [urtiAS 
with them. While the festival lasts, no mU may be u«d 1« 

Eodkliig the bear** flesh w liictenl any other fotwl; and no 
flesh of any kind may be roasted, for the bear would hear 
the hissing and spuuering of the roavling flmli, and would 
be very angry. After the bona bad been picked clean they 
wvre put back in the kettle In which Lite flesh had been 
boiled. And when the festal meat was over, an old man 
took his stand at the door of the huusc with a branch of fir 
in hi* hand, with which, as the peo^de flashed nut, he gave a 
light blow to every one who had eaten of the bcar*v Itcsh 
or fat, pefHn|i 9 a* a pHnishtncnt for thtdr tntattnent of the 
woishlpful aniinaL In the afternoon of the same day the 
women performed o strange dance. Only tine woman * ■n™"*' 
danced at a time, throwing the upper part of her laxly into 
the oddest poftiures, while site held In her hands a braitch of 
fir Or a kind of woodcti cartaitct*. The other wtnncn mean' 
while played an acco'Tnpanlinenl In ft peculiar rhythm by 
drumming on the beams of the hourt with dub*. Tlie 
dance reminded one of the Kussi.tn traveller* of the beat' 
dance which he had aecn dnneed by the women of Kamt- 
chatko. Von Sehrcnck believes, thoiiigh he has not positive 
evidence, that after the fat and flesh of the bear have b«tt aLQI J Ijnoiil 
consumiCiL his skmU is cteft with »i\ axe* and ihe braict Idttrt 
out ind eatijfi* Then ihe banci jind the skuti aje solonftly 
carried out by the oldest people to n pTat* ni the forest 
iKit far froiTi the villAgt There dll the bones excerpt the? 

#kul! are burieds After that a young tree h felled a few 
toches'above the (;[rounTl, ita stump cicftt »tid the ^uU 
wetiged into the cleft- When the grass grows Qv^t the 
the skull disappear:? from view* and that the end of the 
bear.* 

I L iftM Schrcflcta A'rtrfw ¥nd ^ {St- IVitcT^snai 

Hi. 6 u6-7JiT 




Mr- U 

dnaifilioii 

Sf 

Gail4y4i)l ^ 
LlKfj^iSyiiki. 


19 a A7/ZW6" T//£ mi%Y£ ANlAfAL 

Another dscnplion of the beaT-fcstivals of the Gllyiiks 
ha* Lw^rnri givcrt ujs by Mr. Leo SternbciK-^ U agrees ^b- 
$tniitiiilly wiJii iJit foregoing accounts, but a fcvir fwticblars 
in it touy bo notetL According lo Mr* Siembcrg^ The feetivni 
U usually bcid in bcuour Of ;t deccasird reblion : the nest of 
kin ciUicr buys or catcher A bear ctib and nurtuios it fur t\kO 
or tht^ years U\[ it h ready for the sacrifict Only ccrliiin 
dutinyuL^cd gnesU (Afair/t^n) are privileged to partake of 
the bear's but ific ho§l aitd members of hi» clan cat a 
broth made from the flesh ; gicul quantities of this broth are 
piepanaj afid consumed on the occasion, *n^c guests of 
lioriour must belong to tlic clan into which the 

kmt's dougllter^ emd the other woiuen of his clan are 
marrieiJ t one of theAc guests, usually ttic host's snn^ln^t&w* 
Is entrusted with tlie duty nf shooting llie Ijcar i\aad with 
an armw. The akin, head^ and ilosh of tfie slain bear are 
bmuj^ht fnto the hoiu^r not thfoiigh the door but through 
the <fnokcdkolc : a quiver full of arrows Is laid under the 
head und beside it ate ile|30!iitcd tobfMXO, sugar, and other 
food. The noul of the bear is suppoi^d to carry olT the souls 
of these things with h on the Cu JoiiTiitsy, A special vessel 
is used for oookifig the bear's flesh, and the foe nitist be 
kindled by a tatred ap|iaratU4i of flint and steely which 
belongs to the dan and is handed down from feneration to 
generalioUi but whieli Is nevet tiMSrl to light flrei excc^pt on 
ihcac kolemn occaabni Of aU the mmy vlanthi cooked for 
the cunsuinpdon of the assembled people a fvirtJnn placed 
in a spedai ves^^l and t4.t before the bearV liead; this is 
called feeding ihe head:* After the bear has been killed, 
dogs are sacrificed in couples of male and .fctnale. Hefure 
being throttledn they ste fed and Inviteil to go to their hud 
nti the highest moumain, to change their sklrui, and to return 
next year In the funn of bears. The soul of the dead bear 
departs to the siame lord, who is alirO lord of Ihe primaeval 
foreTt; it goes away laden 'kvith the ofieriitg^ that have been 
made to It, and attended by the*sotils of the doga and also 
by the souls of the vatred whittled sttckii^ which figure 
pmmlncntly at the fesUvaL 
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llic GnMs, ticighbowra of the the bear Jn 

much the same way. They hunt and kill it; htil somctimei 
thi-y capture a Uve bear and keep him in a feedine him 
well ami cal!fn{J him riieir mn 'md hroCher- 'rhen at a great 
festival hue ia feahcti from hta cage, faraded about with 
corwidetatJoii, and afterwards hilled and eaten, " Tlie skull, 
iaw*bniTCS, and ears are then suspended on a tree, a* an 
antidote against evil spirits ; but the flesh is eaten and iiiueh 
wlbhed, fnr Uicy believe that alt who part^e of it acquire a 
iC9t for the chase, and liccomc conraseous.'* ‘ 

The Omlchis, another Tungu^iun people of the region of 
the A moor, hold bear-fcslivals of the iatne geneml character. 
Any one who catches a bear cub consideru it his bounden 
duty to Tffiir k \i> a cage for about three jT;ata, in otder at 
the end of that time to kill it publicly and eat the flesh wt& 
his fticndi The feasts being public, thotigh orgauiswl by 
individuals, the people tt>' to have one in each Otolchi village 
every year In turn. When the bear ia taken out of his cage, 
he is ictl about by raeajis of ropes to alt the huts, .iccoin- 
panied by people armed with lances, bows, mid arrows. At 
each hut the l*«ir and beardeaJers are treated to something 
good to cat and drink. This goes on for several dajnt Until 
all tlie huts, not only in that village but also in the neat, 
have b«« visited. The days are given up to sport and 
noiiy jollity. Then the bear is tied to a tree or wooden 
pillar and shot to death by the arrows of the crowd, after 
which itt Utah is roasted and eotra. Among the Orotchis 
of the Tundja River women take part in the bear-fca^ 
while among the OrolcliU of the Riv« Vi the women will 
not even touch bear'* flesh,* 

In the treavtmcnl of the captive Iwnr liy thne tribes there 
arc futures which can hanUy be distiiiKuished froin worship. 
Such, for cxamjiltf. art the prayers ofTered to it both alive 
and dead ; the .^IfcriltR* of foorl. Including portions of its 
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Qwit inlii before ihe aiirmar^ ; and the GUyak 

curitom of tpanJih^ the liyiii|^ beast On to the Ici! of the river 
In ntTLcr to emfiire a nf ft^fu condiietin^ hhri 

front hiiiiae Uj houiie in dial every fatnlly rtiay receive 

his blessin^^ Just m in Kgropi^ a Afay-tree or ^ personaJ 
representative nf the trec-aphit taaet! to be taken froiti dour 
to door [n Fpriti^ for the stake of diATusiitg atnori^ all aiul 
agndry the fresh energies of reviving nature^ the 

Aokmn participnilmi in bij flesh and bloody and particularly 
the Aino custom oF sharing the contjenU of tiic tup which 
hrtd beeii eonwenttocl by being set before Jhe dead beasts arc 
atrooftly suggest rve of a. sacminent, and the sUi;||’KStion fs 
conhriT^od by the Gityak practice of reserving special vtssela 
to hold the flesh and cooking it on a fire kindEed by asacrtid 
apparatus which is never employed except on these religious 
occasions^ Endeed our principal authority on Aino religiun, 
the Revi John Batchelor^ frankly describes as wonliip Ihe 
ccrrmDTiious rcapcct which tlie Ainu pay to ihe bcarp* and 
he afifirms that the animat is undniibtcdlj' uiie of their goclifi.* 
Ceitainly the Aino appear to apply their unine for god 
(ifii/wj) freely to the bear; buU as Mr. Batchefor hinisetf 
poEntf that word fi Uied with many difiTercmt shades of 
meaning and h applied to n gre«t vruicty of objecti, so tJiat 
from its application tu the bear we oannoi safely argue that 
the animal h actually rcgardcil as a deity. Iinicetl we are 
expressly cold that ilie Aino of Sagha]k]i do not coastder 
the bear to be a god but only a mirssecEger to the gods^ and 
The iiiessa^ with which they charge the animal at its death 
be4ir3 out the statement* Apparently the Gilyaks also look 
on tlic t>ear in the light of an envoy deipatched with 
presents to lilt t^ord of the Mountain^ on ahom the welfare 
at the (^pfe depends. At the same time Ehey tri^l; the 
attiina] as a being of a higher order than man^ in f.Lct a 
minor deity^ whose pfesence in the village; *0 long a& he Is 
kept nnd fed, dfHoses blewingss, eapecEiilly by keeping at bay 
the swunTij^ of evil spirits who axe constantly lying iu wait for 
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«oi,tc, *t.aling .h.ir gW» -nd their ^ 

%knvs 3 ami disease. Moreover, by partakmH of ihc 
blood, or bojth of llic bear, the Gtl>aK ihc Amo. and the 
Goltli are all of opmifrfi that tlie>- acquire some portion of 
the animal’s mighty partktilarly h.» 

stren-nh. No v--ondcr, tficrefore, tlrat they should treat so 
benefartor with markii of ll« hial«^ respect and 

liffht may be thrown on the ambigumis ^“J*"*^* 
the Aino to bears by compaflog the ^mtlar 
tl«y accord lo other creatures. For csampl^ ey roR' d 
the eaek-owl « a good deity who by h« hooting warm 
iTicu of ihrefttcitcd evil njid dcfi^nd* ihcm agfl-inst t i 1, kc^ III 
he Is loved, trusted, and devoutly worshipi^d as a divine 
mJklor between men and the Cmaton i^ariom ni™« 

armlled to him are significant both of his divinity 
midiator^hip. Whenever an opportunity ofTcra. oiw of ihcw 
divine birds k captured and kept in * ^ 

urecled with the endearing titles of - Beloved god and 
"Dear little divinity." Nevertheteas the time comcf when 
the dear little divinity is throttled am) sent away 
capacity of tnediator to take a message to the au^rior god 
""To Sie Creator himself. The foliowmg » the orm of 
praver mlilreased to the <»eJc*«wl when Jl r* about to ^ 
wcrificod! ^ Beloved deity, wc have brought you up bccaii« 
we loved you, ami now we are about to send you to 
your father. We heicwith pfiTer you ^ 

cukes 1 take lh«U to your parent, and he wilt <f ^ 
pleased. When }t>ii come to him say, ‘ I have lived a lo g 
lime among the Ainu, wliere an Ainu father wid an Amu 

oioibet rcnL me. I now come to ih^ I have ^o^t- 

variety of good things. I saw while living in Ainudwid 
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deni of dhut^ I ob^rvcd that some of the jirople 
were possessed by domons* »xnc were wi^tinded by wild 
oniiTia^ some wcie hutt by Isuidslides, other? sniTcfed iliip- 
wreck, and rndtiy were atti^ked by dhcaire. The people arc 
in great straits. My falher, hear me^ aitd haiticii to took 
upon the Alim and help them/ If you do ihis, yonr faihef 
wilt help tia/^ ^ 

Agfiiiip the Aino keep eag^te (n eage^^ worship tluan m 
diviniticSp and ask them lo defend the people frorp evHL Yet 
they offer the bird In sacrifice;, and when they are about to 
do so they pray to him* saying; " O pfccioits divinilyp O 
thoii divine birdi pray Ibten to niy words. Thou dost not 
belong to this worlds for thy home b with the Creator and 
his golden e^sglcsL ThU being so^ I present thee with these 
and. cakes and other prccioiu tKlnga, Do them ride 
upon the tnatf and a.^ccnd to th^^ home in the glorlouit heavens 
When tftou arrivest, assemble the deities of thy own kind 
together md thank them for for having governed the 
world* Do thou come agaJit, I bescecti thee, and rufe over 
iifi, O my prcciouB qnCj ga thou quielt>^^ * Once more, the 
Atno mverc hawks^ keep ttiem in cages> and offer [hem m 
sacrifice. At the time of killing one of them the folkwitig 
prayer should be addr»sed to the bird i '“O divine haw'k, 
thou art an ex|»ert hunteXp plefise cause thy cleverness to 
descend on me.** \( a Imwk ifl well trcatetl in captivity 

and prayed to after this fashion when he Is about to 
killed, he will aurely send help to the hunter,* 

Tlius the Amo hopes to profit tn various ways by 
slaughtering the creatuTes, which, fteverthclcss^ he treats as 
divine. He expect'i them to carry mes&ages for bira their 
kmdrctj or to the gods )n the tjp|jer world ; he ho|>cs to 
partake of thetr vMues by Imbibing parts of tlieir Uxlifri or 
in other way-s ; and apiwently ht looks forward to their 
boihly reaiuTtetlon in this wcirkh which will eiiable him 
again bi calcb and klU tlieDi, and Bgidn to reap ail the 
benefits which be has already derived from their slaughter 
For in the prayeri addressed lo iJic wondupful bear and the 

* J. tfipldhtlurp im4 4 ^ 
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war»hr[iritl fa(jle before dicy are knocked on the head the 
Cfeatorea nre invited to oohjc s^ain,' which seema clearly to 
point to a faith i(t tlwlr future rcaunrelion. tf any doubt 
could eissiit on ihb head. It would be dispelled by the 
evidence of Mr, lUtchdor, who tells us that the Aliio - are 
finttly convinced tliat the aptriw of birds and animals killed 
in hutitinj; or offeicd in sacrifice come snd live again upon the 
earUi dolhstl with s body; and they believe, further, that 
they appear here for the special benefit of men, particulariy 
Ainu hunters”* Tlje Aihen Mr, 15atehclor tells us, ’’con¬ 
fessedly rl.iys and eats the beast that atii>tlicr may come In 
its place and lie Healed in like fimnncr”; and at the time 
of sacrificing the creattires '■ prayers are said to them which 
form a rec|insrt that they will come again and fumisli viands 
for another ic.iiit. m if it were an hoticmr to them to be thus 
killed and eaten, and a pleasure m well. Indeed tuch ii ibe 
people's idea.”* Tlidc last olMfVBtlons, as tlic contejtl 
shews, refer eiipccIuHy to the sacrifice of bca«^ 

Thus amors the hcneflls which the Alno anticipates 
from the slaughter of the wmshipfiil animats not the least 
substantial 1* that of gorging himself on their Besh and 
blood, both on the piescnt and on mmty a rimilar occasion 
hereafter; and that pleasing ^irnspcet again U derived frooi 
bis firm faith in the spiritnal immoftalSty and bodily resur^ 
reclion of the dead anitnaU, A like faith is shared by many 
savage ha men* In many parts of the world and has^given rise 
to a variety of quaint emtoms, some <if which will be de¬ 
scribed pj cscntly, Mciinlime ft li not unimportant to observe 
lIiKt ihc solemn fesiivats at which the Alno. the Gliyaks, and 
other tribes ;;laughter the tame caged bears with demtHi- 
stmtions of respect and sorrow, are probably nothing but an 
estenaion or glorificotlon of similar rite* which the hunter per¬ 
forms over any wild bear which lie chances to kill ill the forest. 
Indeed with regard to ihc Gllyaks wc are eK|messly Informed 
that ttiii is the case. If wo would quderstand the tncaninB 
of the GfJyak ritual, sal's Mr. Steraberg. “ wc must almvc all 
tciueiubcr tliat the Ifcw-feslivals arc not, as is usually but 
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falicly assumed, crkbratcd Dnl>' at the ktUiiiS cf i hotisc- 
bcar but ai« held on evrty occasion wlicn a Gilyak 3U«e«b 
in slauphterins a bear in the chast U is true tiial m fiucH 
castt tliB fesilv'JiI assuwes less im|»osinffdiincn»ioci3, but in its 
essence it remains the sarne, When the head and skin mF a 
hear killed in the IbfCsl arc brought into the village, they sTO 
accutded a triuinjahal reception with music and wlcitin 
moitial. ITw; head « laid on a consccmtcd scaffold, fed, and 
tnateti wiih olTefiiigs, just as at the killing of a house-bear; 
and the guests of honour {N<*nk~m) are also asaciiiblcd. So. 
too docs am Mcrificed, and the bones of the bear are pre¬ 
served in the same place wid with tlic same marks of repect 
83 the bones of a liouse-bcar. Hence the great wintcr 
festival b only an extension of the rite which la observed aft 

the slungilter of cs'cty b«iar ."' . , . 

fh. Thus the apparent comradictlon in the pratrtice of tliesc 

tribes, who venerate ami almost deify the antmaJs whidi 
i::^ lUey habitually hunt. kill, and eat, U not so flagrant as at 
fimt sight It appears to ii»: the people have reasons, and 
tribirw some vorj' pjactival rtasons. for RCtlny as they da Vof the 
hm^Unoi fa by po nieatu ao lttf>gicnl and unpnictjcal as to 

ii Mm w siipeHicial obscivtis he is apt to seem; he has thought 
“21,*™ deeply on the rincsliwis whicJi Immediately concern him. he 
fHrtfiv reasons about them, and llwMigh his condwaionsoften diverge 
very widely from ours, we ought not to deny him tlie credit 
of patient and prolonged meditaliuit on romc fundamental 
problema of human existence. In the present case If lie 
treats bears in general as cfcalurea wholly subservient to 
human needs and yet singles out certain indivitliuils of tlie 
species for homage which sUmc»t amounts to deiftcatlon. 
we must not liasttly «t Wni down as irraiinnnl and in- 
consistsnt. but mmt endeavour to place ourselves at bis 
point of view, to see things as Ite secs them, and to divest 
ourselves of the prepossessions which tinge so deeply nut 
ow'ri views (if the wwld> If we do so, we sfiBll probably 
discover that, however absurfl his contiuct Olay appear 
to us, the savage ncvcrthelera gcnemlly acts on a train 
of reasoning which seems to him in Harmony with the 

' L. S«™i<stK, ■'rKr-K^C*'’'' CiljitcB,* jtfiilis ^ 
irik/t, «li. p- ift- 
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faints of his exjjefltshce. This 1 propose to illustmte 

fin the following iitiiipter, where I shall Bllempt to shew that 
the solemn eowaonlat of the bcar-festival iimong the Ainos 
imd other tribes of north’*eiiiilcm Asia is only a particularly 
fitribiiig Sample of the respect which on the" prindplcs 
of his rude philosophy the savage habitually pays to ilw 
aiuinats "Which he kills anti cjitfc 


CHAPTER XtV 


TUB rR0J*?TlATl03l OY WJLt> A>f(MA[*S 0V UUNtl^RS 

"^mT^ The CKplanjition ciF Hfc by th& ihcofy of ItnJwclHrtg 
and prji^dc;ally imin0rlal soul Iv €inc which the 
jiinnisK docfl not 'confinc to human bclTigs but extendi the 
animate creation in genctul. In fin doing he b more 
liberal and perhaps more logical than the civilised man* who 
commonly deniefi to anlmati that privileEC of immcFftaUty 
which hcdaiTfisfor hiiinselh The lavugo b not so proud | be 
LiM^r commonly bdievea that antmab are endowed with fcclingfi 
and iniclltgcncc like those of meo^ and that* like mertp Jhey 
soub which Burv'ive tlw death of their bodies dlbcr 
to wander about as dii^embijdied spirits or to be bom agafn 
TtH AinEfV in animal form. Thus, fur example^ tve anj told that ibe 
Indian of Guiana docs not see ^ any sharp line of dUtinctlon, 
such as we seCi between man and other animals^ behveem 
one kind of snimaJ and another, or between animals—man 
mtjtttfir* included—sad inamimate objeetd^ On the contrary, to the 

iiwijnBn. aji objects, animate and inanimate, fieem cKaCtly of 

the same nature except that they differ m the accident of 
bodily foftn. Every object in the whole world Is a being, 
consisting of a body and spirit, and. differs from every other 
objocl in no respect except that of bodily form* and in the 
greater or tess degree of brute power and bruie cunning 
conicqiient on ilie diffcirnce of bodily form and* bodily 
Similarly we read thit ^ In Cherokee mythology^ 
aj in that of lurfian tribes gentratly^ there is no essential 
diffcrtnce bclwi^n men and AiiinialsL In the primal gctie^ils 
period they seem to be compTetely tindilfereinkted. and we 

w 
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find alt <realui» aUJit Hvini* and wforkinfi together in har. 
mony ami mutual lKlpfulti«s until mati, by his atferessiv-c- 
nos and diJi««anl f(Jr tht nght* of the Others, pnivoka tbclr 
hostility^ «hi:fi insecta, hJfd*. fiali**, icirtites, and fnurfootod 
join Torcet Mgainst him. Hertcerorth their live* are 
apart, but the diffeietice is alwaya one of degree only. The 
animalN like (he |N!opie, me onjaniied him tribes and have 
tike them their ehiefs and toaiihoitieit, their cwindb and 
and *Hc iamc Darkening land of 

U*unhlyi Mart b still tlw porarnounl power, and hunts 
and alaiighici* the others m liia o«« necKiUtie# eompel. but 
b oWified tit animal tribes in ev-cry inswnte^ very 

much at r. murder la OTtfipwiiided for, accoeding to the 
indlnn sj^slem. hy ■coxttSne Uw: bones at the dead with 
presents for the licreaved To the same efTcct 

another obscrvei of (h* North Aimdcan Indiana writes; 
“I have often teflwlcd «i the curious cottneytron which 
appeare to stibiUt in the mhd of an Jndiati bclivecn man 
and the brute creation, aiiri found tttudi matter m Jt far 
curitHis obwrmtbn. Although they consider iheniselw 
fupcriDr to all other animals and me very proud of that 
superiority : althouRh they believe that the beast* of the 
forest, the hitris of the air, and the fuhe# of llie waters, were 
created by the Almighty 

seems as if they ascribe the diflerente between themselves 
and the bmto kind, and the tlotnlnlon which they have over 
them, more to tlidr sutarrior bodily stKHgtb «irl dmtteny 
tlion tn their iininorral »uk All bdngs endowed by the 
Creator with the power of volition and self-motion, ih^ 
view in a manner ns a great ®eicty nf which they me toe 
head, whom they are appointed. Itidced, to eovetu. but be¬ 
tween whom and themselves iiUimato ties of connexion and 
relationship may exist, or at least did exist in Uic ^inniitg 
of time. They are. in fact, uccotding to ihdr optnTons, only 
the first .among etjuals, the Icgilininte hereditliry sowregn* 
of the whute animated race, of which they *rc * 

corwtimeiit part Hence, in theif langKiLgcs. those mll^tions 
Of their nouns which we call ^rw-^rr, are not, to with u*. 
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dcacriptfv? of th^ anti fimmiiu spcdei, but of tlw 

and tminiimfU kinds* Indeed. tliey go iiy fiir a* to 
include \rm atid planLs within the fir^l of thc^e deicrlpiioriA. 
All ttniumlctl iiAtufe, In wlwtevtr dctjT«:, is In thirir eye* a 
I jreai vrhnlc^ from ti-hkh they have not yet ventuixd In 
separate themfclv'ea. They do not exclude i^htr animals 
From theif world of ^pWt% iHe pbet to whkh they expect 
go after death,'’^ Evun ChTneH= atnhtn^ “hevo rtiiiniHy 
avowed themselves altogctlircT unable to diACOver any real 
difference between men and anljuah,'* and they liive drawn 
out the pofaUeikm between ihe two in some dctafL* 

Hut it b tint merely between the mental and ^pintuat 
nature of man and the animals that ihe ^vage Iracc^ a 
do^ n»emb1aiice; even the dbtinction of their bcxtily form 
appears sometimtss to dude hb dull appreltcnsiort. Art 
iinijjiiially iiilclUgttit Hushman questtuhvd Ity a fniasionary 
" could not state any ftifTemce between a maxi and a hnite 
—he did not know hut a buffalo might shfaat with Imiws 
and arrows wdl as a mM, if il had th«ru^ * In the 
opinion of the GUyakp form and tlse an animal are 
mcfdy a sort of appearance Every animal h In fiofiit of 
fact a real being like man, nay a Gllyak such at bimfdC bill 
endowed with reason and strength which often siirpa.is thcrie 
of mere men.”* Kor is it merely that in the inenUil Tog the 
saviii^c takes hearts for men ; he seern^ to be neady as 
ready Ui take hfmi^f and his fellmirs for be&stJk When ibc 
Russians Srst landed on one of the Abskan tslsnds the 
{leopfe took xhem for cuttlc-fitih, “on acoount of the buttons 
pn their clolhcs*"* We haiv seen how some savages Wentffy 
themselves with Bfiimals of varlcarH sorts by cfttmiT the 
maggots bred in the folting carcases of the beasts^ and bow 
thereafter, when occasion servea, titey behave in their adopted 
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diM*ctc« bj'wriBfiline. baVt,^, or 

[nij iH they hilipen to be boa^eonattietofi, linn*, lackau, or 
himK.K.tamui»«a.* In the biknd nf Mabuiiig men of Utc 
s^, that i>. the eawowary* lotew thiiifc that a«onarto 
«e nen or newty wv “Sam he all wme w tclation, he 
beloiiK same fwniJy; » the accewm they glv« nf that hiflihip 
wtUt the creanire. Convei«ly they liolii that they Ihcm* 
flelva me cajiMwari«, or at all event* that they posses# 
(uqne ftf tlie qualitie* of th® lottg-lctsed bIM- Whw a 
Cassowary tti-m went forth to reap lauriil* oh t)x field ^ 
battle, he used to reflect o'lth satisfactinn on itie Icflgtb « 
his lower Unibii * My leff » long and thin, I «« nm and 
not feel tired ; my lej!# iviU go ^utctdy and the gmss nflU 
not entwiffie ihetn.*** Omaha Indiim# bdievc liwt ^weeii 
a man am! the creature which ia his gniudian sylnl there 
subsists so close a bond that the man acquires the po^ta 
and qualttii^ the vtflUM and defects of the aniinal ^iirt 
if a man ha# seen a beat in ihac vision at puberty which 
determines an Indian’s guardian spint. he trill be apt to be 
trtniiidcij In battle, because the bear is a slow a^ eltimsy 
animal and easily trapped. If He Itw dieamed of an eagte 
be will be able to sec into the future and foretell rtJmmg 
events, beeaiHW ihe eai;lc's vision is h«n aud 
Slmiiarty. liw Thnitipw)n Indians of Biitish 
imagined that ^vriy mat‘ Rrtook of tbs natum of the 
animal which was his guardlnn spirit; for cample, a man 
who had the grisly bear for His protector wmW prove a 
much fiercer warrior ihnn one who hsd " 

covotc. or a foj< for his cwardlan spirit. And before they 
set out on the warpath these ludtans used to perform a 
mimic Urttlc, fn which each tnau, ificked 
feather imitated the sound* of tl« ammal ^ 

guardian spirit, grunting and whooping m character. The 
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Bnrfrttiv, j tribe t\f JmJiiins in the heatl or IhmU '"-'Wl Smvt; it 
Uwti they Arc iwtiToW i>f 4 ifuq^tjoy^ red ikhkh live 

in the llraiiliftn fortot* h u tint mtrtly that thdr ^ouU will 
pass IpU» these liitdi at deiiih*biit %h^y tltcmaclvts are actuiilly 
iiJenlkal M/ith them in Elicir life* and accordingly fllcy treat 
the jiiUfTot^i MS they in (gilt treat their fellow-tribcoiwfi* keep¬ 
ing I hem in captivity, reftkting to eat tbpir fle4ih, ainJ cnuani- 
in^ for them when they dltp Flowewei; they kill Ihe wild 
birdi for their reatberA^ and, tbuugh they will not liiLh ihcy 
pluck tJie tame ones to chn:k their own naked bfowit bodies 
with the gAudy plumage of ibeir reathcrett brcihroji** 
ihviR ibc Thns to the savage, whn r^nrdt all creature as 

P:^^**^**y ^ footing of ppiality wiih man, (be act of 

pcofniiHM killing; and eating an animal mnf^t wear a my difTeront 
Aspect from that which tljc sasne act presents to iif| who 
hLEii p4w 1 regard the inthtUgcnce of animal > an far (rifctlnr to mir own 
and deny them the of iminortfil amiLa iIrtice on 

jhc prindplea of hts rude philoftipliy the primitive hunter 
who sla}*s an animal believea himsielf estjwjwrd tfi the 
vengeance either of its ilftembodicd spirit or of all the othcf 
animals of the same apodes, whom he pnnthlers ha knit 
together, like men* by the ti« of kin and the obligations of 
the blood feud, nnd ^etefore aa bound to rctsenl the injury 
done to one of I heir number^ Acoorclingly the savage mstkea 
it a rtik to spam the life of those animaU which he hiui eo 
pressing moti^ie for killing, at least such fieire and dangettiUi 
animaU Jts are (ikely to exact a bloody vengeance few the 
sEaughtcr of one of their kind Crocodiles are aidmils nf 
this sort- Thc>" are only found in hot countries, where, ^ a 
ruin, fofxl 15 abandant and primitive mflti has therefore litite 
reason to kill them For the sake of their tough and un¬ 
palatable rteslL^ Hence it is a cu-^tom with some savages 
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to 4pw crocodflciH or rather only to kill them in obexUcncc 
to Uif law of blood fcuik that ix, ai d fetalintlni^ for the 
xljuighter or met* ccotcdllsi. For eKdtnpte; th* DynH of 
Itorneo will not kill a crocodite unless a awf>dtle liai first 
killed ■ fitan, “ For why, my ihcy^ ahonid they commit an 
Bct of agt^rcdAbn, when he and hl$ Icindred can so cstally 
repay them I Bnl should tlie alligator take a human lifc^ 
revenge becomea a iiacred duly nf the living relatives^ who 
will trap lire man-eater in the «p!Hl of an ofTicer of justice 
pumiEtig a crlmiiral. Otheni, even then Jiang back, leluclant 
Iti emfaroil themselves in a qnartd whkh does nut concertt 
them. The man-eating allEgaior h ^ pursued 

by A righteoni Nemesis; and whenever one b caught they 
hmv^ a (irofaunil ^anvlctian that it must be the guilty one, 
or bin aeeornjjlke”' 

When a Dyak has maik up hh mind to take vengeance 
on the crocDclilet for the death of a kb^maii, he calb in 
the lielp of ft Fangatermip a man whose husineu it U to 
charm and catch crtioodiEcs and in make them do hh 
will While he b engaged In ilie discharge uC his pro- 
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fessioiiDl dutra the cfocodtle-citcher hfts tw fibi«fVr a 
number of odd He miy not to art)‘Udy And may 

not even pRS* in front of ft window, bccaitKr lie i» ttnclcan. 
He ro«y not himself ocNik ftnythii^g nor come ncftr a fire 
If he would cal fruit* he mfti^ not peel or husk it himsdt 
but must get other* to Jo It for himi He may not Even 
thew hia food, but is obligeil to swallow it umihewKih A 
little hut h made for him on ihir batik of the river, where he 
divloatjon by means of iHe figure of a orcKodSIe drawn 
on a piece of bamboo fur the fnirpose of dclermlnini; whether 
bis undertaking will prosper. The boat in whidi be em* 
barks to cftich rhe wiek^ ntan-c*tmg crocodile must be 
pabited yellow and red, and in ibc middle of it huccf are 
erected with the points upw^ird Then the man of akill 
casts hits to discover whether the h€x>k is to be batted with 
[HPfk, or venison, or the flesh of a dog or an h&s* In ibrow- 
\r\^ the baUccI hook into the wmer he calli out; “Ye 
cnKodiles who wrt up streamn come down * and yc erocotlllc* 
who are diwn sire^rn, come up; for 1 will give you all c™d 
food, as sweet as Sugitr and as fiit as coco«niit. I will give 
you ft pretty and beautiful necklace. Whe^n y^u ha*T got 
it, keep it In your neck and Ixd-y. for this food fcs very 
which means that It would l>e sinful not to eat it 
If ft erocodhle bites at ibc hook, Lite crocoiiile-catcher 
bawls (Hit " Choose a place fur yourself where you will lie i 
for many men are come to see yoiL 1 hey arc come jOy* 
fully and cxultiiigly^ and they give you a knlfc^ a lancCp and 
a shfOU^L'^ If the crocchilSe is a female, he 4ii]drea5» her aa 
^ Pfinccaa ” ; if It is s male, he ealis it ** Prince'' The en¬ 
chanter, who is genensUy a cuiixiing Malay, rnust continue bis 
operations till he catches a crocotlEle in which traces are to be 
found shewing that the aiiinml has indeed devoured 4 bumiuj 
bdng, Tllcn the death of the jnan m atoned for, and In order 
not to ofTend the water^spiritift a cat is »actjfieed to the croco- 
dllesL The heads of the dead trncoiJiles are fastened stako 
beside tbe Hver, w^here in time they bleach white and ^tand out 
sharply against the green background of the fosesL* While 
the captured crocodile is being hauled iti tu tlie bank, the 
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aiiUll? Dyaka sptrqk loftly to him ami begnik bim into ofTcring^ 
no n^ktsiiKic!; but once iht^y have hljti with Annft and 
legs iecunely pinioned^ they bciitl at hfm and deride him for 
his credulity, while they rip up ihe ludly of ihe inforkted 
and strug;fling brute lo find the evidence of hi* guilt in the 
stLBpc isf human recnainft^ Oti one cK^a^on Rajah Brooke 
of Saiart-ak was pre^nt at a dtscuafion among a party of 
Dyaka ns bo ht*w they ought |q treat a captured crocoriilc. 
One side malntiilned tJiat it was pmper to bestow ail praise 
and hont>ur on the ktngly beasts tince he vru% him^felf a rajah 
among animaU and wai now brought there to meet the mjah ; 
in ahmtf they held that pmisc and flatter^' w'cte agttcable ta 
him and would put him on his best behaviour. The other side 
fully admitted that on this i>ccasioit rajah met rajah ; yet with 
prudent forcsighE they pointed to the dangerous p07isiN|vience« 
which might flow from establiiJifng a precedent such as 
their advertancs contended for. If once a captured crocodSle^ 
said they, were praised aud Imnoured, the cither erocodiicsi 
on hearing of [t« would be pii/Ted up w\^l\ pride And ambition^ 
and being with a desire to emulate the glory vT their 

fellow would enter on a career nf man-eutiiig as the rtuid 
tikely to lead them by the shortcfst cut to the temple of fame.^ 
The Minungkabaiiers of Sumatra have also a great 
nes]}Cct for crocodiles. Their eclcbratccf law-givcf tvatoc- 
Enaaggoengun was indeed bom Again in the form of a 
crocodile; and thus hi:^ descendants, including the rajah nf 
Indrapoeni and hia family, are inoit or te^ distant cousim 
of the crocodilcsi »tu 1 enjoy the help and protection of the 
cn^tufce m mony waya. for example when ihcj* go on a jnur* 
nay. Hie respect entertained for the ftnimab h aUo attested 
by the eeremoElies observed la some placai when a ertMZDctile 
has been caught A erou^ of w^oiiien then performs ceitain 
dances which clo^ly resemble the dances perfomied when 
somebody has die^ ^ioreover, it Is a rule tvilh the 
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Mlnahgkabaucn that no cookln&^poE may be wiishetl in ^ 
rlv^r; to do so would be like offering the emoodiir* the 
leavings of your foodt and they would very natnrally rt^ni 
IL For the same reason rn washing up rhe dinner of 
supper pi a Lei you must he tareful not to iriiike a eplashingp^ 
Of the croe<KlileA would hear it and take umbrngr^^ 

Aniotig the Malays of l^aTani Day, in Siaint there is a 
faifiily whose meinberis may not kilt a crocodUc nor even 
be pmsent when one of these fcroetous teptilei is cai^nred. 
The rcuisou alleged for this forbearance h that the family 
claim kindred with a woman nametl Iteiimnr. who wiis 
droAiird to the nver and afterwards turned Into a crocodile- 
After her tfsinfsformation she apjjcaTctl lo her father in a 
dream and told him ^yhat had become of her; so he went 
down to the river and made ofTer’ingf? to her of rice and wax 
U|Krs. Thiirc U a shrine ors the spot whero the womctn was 
transrormed hi to a crocodile, and any one may dedicate 
offerings there ami pray ta Toh Sfl Tjitn ; for so she has 
been cilcd ever since her mctamorphofliik Members of the 
crtKo>.1llc family call on her for help in alckncss and Oliver 
misfortimeiv mid diey ivill do so on behalf of other pcQt|dc 
for a proper considcrTt-tlon* Rice and wax lapertF are the 
uHiial ofTcrtngsJ* In many Idond# of the f cdiati Archipelago, 
including Java, Sumatra, Celebes. Thnor^ and Ccraiii, tins 
belief in a kinihlp of men with civxmliica assumes a 
peculiar form. The people imagine tl^at wnmcii are often 
delivered of a child and a cmcodiilc at the same births and 
that when tht* happens, the mid wife cairica the crocodile 
twin carurnhy down to the river aiid pUcci it in the water. 
The family in which nmih. a birlh Is thought 10 have 
happened, oonutantly put victuah into the river fm- lliui! 
arnphilnom rehitinti i and in particular the hmtian twin, 
$0 long as tic live», goes down li> Ihe river at itated 
!n-usiinR to do his duty by hia crocodile brother or ■Iflter ]; 
and If he wem to fail to do ao, it b ihe imb'ersaT opinion 
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Ihat he would be vidtcd vritlv siefcnesa or death fw h!fv 
unoatuFat conduct. Iriirge parties of tliwt crocodile people 
periodically go out in a boat fumlihed wiUi great plenty of 
pHM'ieions and all kinds of music, and they row backwards 
and forw ttids, with the music playing, in places where croCO- 
dites do most abomd. As they do so they sing and weep 
by turns, each of them invoking his anitnal kiniifolk, till 
the snout of one of the brutes bobbs up friom the water, ^ 

svbcreiipon the music slops, and food, betel, and tobacco 
are tiuftwn into the river. By these delicate attentions 
they hope to recommond themselves to Uur forinidable 
erealures.*^ 

The crocodiles about the Island of Damba in the Cmndlki 
Victoria Nyanza were sacred and might not he rnolcsted in 
any way, Mcnce they multiplied and became dattgerous; 
people made o^crings to them in the hope of bdng spared 
by the monsters when they crossed In the fcTries, From 
lime to time baiches of men were brought down to ihe 
beach and aaerificed to the crocodiles. Their arms and legs 
were broken So that they could not stir from the spot: 
then they were laid OUt in a row on the shore, atirl the 
ctoeodiks came and dragged them into the water. On the 
island there was a temple dedicated to the CTOCodlias, and 
here an Ihspired medium resided who gave oracular respemsea. 

Under the influence of the spirit he wagged his head frorn 
side to side, opening his jaws and snapping tlicm together, 
just os a crocodile docs.* No doubt the spirit which 
jHUseised him la these moments of fine frenw wus sup¬ 
posed to Iw that of a crocodile. Similarly in other ports of 
Uganda men were inaptred by tiie ghosts or spirits of lions, 
leriiHrds, and setpovts, arid in that state of exaltation they 
ullcred otaeles. roaring like a lion, growling like a leopard, 
or grovelling aitd wriggling like a serpent, according to 
I he nature of the spirit hy which they were possessed* 
CnKodilea abound in the Albert Nyansa L^ike and its 
iributarka. In many places they afe estiremely dangerous. 
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blit the Alur tribe cf that region only hunt thein when they 
have dragged away a. man ; and they think that any one 
ivlio h-is takEii away a croi^odlie's eggB must fje on his gnand 
when be walks near the bank of the river, for the crooodilea 
will try to avenge the injury by seizing him-* Sn general 
tbe Foulahs of Senegambia dure not kill a crocodile from 
fear uf provoking the vengeance of ihc fetations and fnends 
of the tnwfdtfecl reptile ; hut if the sortercr gives his consent 
and pnasirii tiis word that he will gyarariiee them against the 
vengeance of the family of tfie deceased^ they will pluck up 
courage to attack one of Uic brutei* 

Like Uic Dyaks^ the natives of Madagascar nevcf kill a 
emcodlle ♦'except m rctallatiDn for one of their frieqdB who 
ha^ been destroyed by crocodilt They betieve that the 
watiUio destnJclioii of one of these reptiles will be followed 
bv the iom of hutnan life, in accordance witli the pHncIple of 
/tr/wr/4wj^" The people who live tscar the lake tla^ In 
Madagascar tnakn a yearly procLaroation to the cmcodiEcs^ 
announcing that they will revenge the death of sorae of their 
frienda by killing many crocodiles in return, and warning 
all wdl-diflfiot«il crocodiles tn keep out of tlie way, oa they 
have no qiiarreJ with them, but only with their e^'U-iniJidcd 
relations who have taken human life,* Varloiii tribes of 
Mailagascar believe ihemi?elvcfi to ho descended from Croco¬ 
diles, and accordingly they view tlie stcaiy reptile as. to all 
intentfl and purpcmsi a rnan and a brothel If one of tlie 
animals should so for forget himself as to devour one of his 
human kinsfolk, the chief of the tribe, or in liifl atwnce an 
old man fomilfor with the tribal customii, repairs at the head 
of I he people to the edge of the tmter, and summons the 
family of the culprit to deliver him up to the arm of justice. 
A hook Ik then baited and ca.vr into the river or lake. Next 
day the guilty brother, or one of his ramlly^is dragged ashore^ 
and after hLs crime has been clr&rly brought home to him by 
a strici intemogaiioni he is sentenced to death and executed* 
The claims of justice bemg thus satisfied and the majesty of 
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the liiiv fully vfndicatMl, the deceased erocodile fs fomented 
and buried like a kinsman ; a mound Is raised over his relics 
nJid a stone marks the place of hi-i licai' llie Ms-lagasy, 
Incjecili icgard the crocodile with superstitious veneration as 
the kinj; of the watnis and aupicme in hi* own element. 
When they arc about to cross a river they praiiounce a 
solemn oath, or enter into an encagMoent to acknowledge 
his sovereignly over the waters. An aged native has been 
known to covenant with the erocodllBs for nearly half an 
hour beftwn pluneing into the stream. After that he lifted 
ap his voice and addressed the animal, urging him to do 
him no harm, since he had never hurt the crocodile f 
assuring him that he had never made war on any of hii 
fellows, but on the contrary had always entertained ihe 
highest vciwrratinii for him ; ««d adding that if he xvantonly 
attacked him, vengeance would follow sooner or later; while 
if the crocodile dev'ourcd him. his tektions and all hk race 
would declare war against the beast This luirangue occupied 
another quarter of an hour, after which ihe orator dashed 
fcarlessty into the stream.' 

Again, the tiger is another of those dangeti^ beasts 
wliom the savage prefers to leave alone, Jest by killing one of 
the uptcic* he JiKuuld -excite tli£ hostility of the rest- No 
considcmiofi will mdve* a Sumatrtin to catch or wwiid 
a tiger except in selMefence or itnmcdlstely after a tiger 
ills destroyed n friend or relatfon. When a European ha* 
set trups for tigers the people of the rteighbourliood have 
been known lo go by night to the plitcc mid explain to the 
mtimEils that the traps arc not set by Ihem itof with thdr 
cotiicnL* I f it is ncoessary to kill a tiger which has wrought 
fnuch barm in the villsEe, the Mitiftt^gkabaLef^ of Sitmatra 
try to catch him alive m order to beg for hi* forgiwne^ 
before despatching hinii and In ordinaiy life they wilt not 
apeak evO of him or do anything that might displease tiim* 
Fot exituplc^ they w ill not use a path that has been tin- 
trodden fuf mDie than a year, becmiiie the tJpif has chosen 
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that jHith for himself and would d«m it iA mark of dis- 
mpcct were a.n 3 r€ne else to use iL Ay a in» pcr50ii3 journey¬ 
ing by ntghl wilJ nol svaik ona behind the oilier, i^ar keep 
looking about thenip for the tig^cr wonld think tbat this 
betrayed fear of hnft, and his feelings would be hurt by the 
«ti$pidon. Neither will they tfavel liirehcaded* for I hilt nbo 
would be dL^re^jicctfiil to tlit tiget ; nor will thc?>' knock olT 
the glowing end of a fircbriuid. for the flying apark$ are like 
die tiger's glistering eye^p and he ivould licitt this as nn 
□attempt to mimic him,* The popuktion of Mandeling* 
a di&lrici on the WTOt coast of Sumatra, is divided tnlo clari^ 
one of whkh clnims to be descended from a tiger, U h 
bcliei'cd that the animiil will not attack or tend the riiembcr* 
of ilib clan* because ihcy are bis kinsmen. When mEiubers 
of die clan come upon the tracks of a tiger, they enclose 
them with three little sticks as a nuirk of homage ; and w'hcn 
a tiger has been shot, the woincn of the clan ate bound 
to afTcf betel to the dead beast,* The Itattas of Sumatra 
!^Idoiii kill a tiger cJccept from motives of revenge, obaerving 
ttie riile an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, or, as 
they express it, ” He wlio owes gold must pay In gold ; 
he who owes bn^ath (that is, life) must py with brCHitk^ 
Nor can the bea&t be attacked without some ceremony ^ 
only w^-napons that have proved tlicmselve:^ able to kill mny 
be used fnr the pui^jost Whien the tiger has been killed^ 
they bring the carcase to the vlllagcv set ciflcring^ before 
it^ and bum itiocti^ over it^ praying the spirit of tlie tiger lo 
quit matejiaJ envelope and enter tJie incense poL As 
soon as the soul may be supposed to liavc oompUcad with 
tht^ fttiuetl, a speaker C4<plaina to the spirits in gctnural 
tjie reasons for killing ihe tiger, and begs them to set foiUi 
tliese reasons to the departed loul of the licast. lest the latter 
should be angry and the people diould JtufTer in ocuiaequefuscT 
Then they dance tounil the dead body of the tiger till they 
can dance no Innger, after which they skin tlu: wc^v* and 
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bury it,* 'Ilip ir(hjifaftjirtfci of the hilla near linjamahalt, in 
Ikncai, believe that If any man kills a ttKcr without divine 
ufxJcrdi, dliicr he or one of lits relaltons will be d«'ourtd by 
a tiger, lienee they arc vciy averae to killing a tiger, 
unless one of Uicir kinsfolk has been carried off by one of 
the beasts. In that ease they go out for the (lut^iose of 
hunting and alajdtig a tiger; and when they have liticeeedcd 
they lay their bow.s and arrows on the carcase and invoke 
God, declariiJi; that they slew the animal in retaliation for 
the toss of a kinsman. Vengeance having b«n ibua ^k«i. 
they sivcar not to attack anoUicr tiger except under similar 
provocalinn.- TJw natives of Cochin China have a greai 
reajKCl for the liger, whom they regard as a terrible divinity. 
Vet they BCt traj» for him and leave no stone unlmmed to 
catch him. Once he is enmared, they offer him iheir excuses 
and condotcnccs far the painful jwsitiun in which he finds 


himiell.** 

Tlie Indians of Carolina vkould not raaltst snakes when 
the}' came upon them, but would pass by on the ndier side 
of the path, bdiexHng that if they weie to kill a scri^cnl. the 
reptiteV kindred would destroy some of their brethren, fHcnds, 
or relatiotJ* in return." $0 the Seminole Indians spared 
the Tattlcsnnke, because they feared that the soul of the 


dtuid raulesnakc would incite its kiiniralk to tiike vengeance. 
Once when b Tatticstiakc appeared in their camp they 
■mtrratnl an ICnglish traveller to rid tJitm of the creature. 
When he had killed it, they were glad but tried to scratch 
him as a irmiins of appealing the spirit of Die deti<] snake. 
Soon after the iowas began to build ihclr village near the 
mouth of Wolf River. « lad came into the village and 
reported that he h^id «en a rattlesnake on a hill not far off 
A medic in c*man iui mediately repaired to the s|M»t, ■fid find¬ 
ing the snake made It present* of tobacco and other things 
which he bad brought with him for the purpose. He also 
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had a Iqng talk with tht asiitiit, and on retuming to hb 
people told them that now they might travel about In »rcl]r, 
for peace had been made with the makc^.* The Delawire 
Indian* abo paid great respect to the rattlesnake, whom 
the)' called their grandfather, and they would oti no accotirtt 
destroy one of the reptiles- Thej' raid that the raltteanakc 
guarded them and gave them notice of impending danger 
by his rattle, and that if they were to kill a rattleiHiuke, the 
rest of the species would soon hear of it and bltC the tndtans 
in revenge.* The I'otawatoml Indians highly veoerated the 
rattlesnake for a simitiir reasonj being grateful to it for the 
timely warning which it often gave of the approach of an 
enetny. Yet a young man who dcaitwl to obtain a rattle 
would have no hesitation in killing one of the snake* for the 
purpose ; but he apoJogised profusely to the creature for the 
Liberty he took with it, explaining that he required the rattle 
for Ihc adaitiment of hJit person, and that no disrespect was 
iiUcndeJ Lo the snake; and in proof of hi* good will be 
would Leave a piece of tobacco beside Ihc carcase.* ‘fhe 
Clicfokce regard the mttlesnake as the chief of the snake 
tribe ami fear and respect him accordingly. Pew Qwiokcc 
will venture to kill a raltiesnuke, unless they ennnot help it, 
and even then they must atone for the crime by craving 
pardon of the snake's ghost eitlter in their own person or 
through die tnediation of a priett, according to a set fonnula. 
ff these precautions arc neglected, the kinsfolk of the dead 
snake will send one of their number as an avenger of blood, 
who wilJ track down the muitlcrer and sting him to death. 
It it absolutely necessary to cut off the snake's head arid 
bury it deep in the earth and to hide the body in a hollow 
log ; for If the remains were exposed to the wealJier, the 
other snakes would be so angry that they w'ould send 
torrent* of rain and all the ttrcains would overflow their 
bank*. If a Clierokcc drcaioi of being bitten by a snake, 
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he mum be treated in exactly Uw »mc way u if he lud 
been really bitten i for they think Uiat be has actually been 
tntten by the Bhost of a attake, and that If the proper 
remcdle* were pol applied to the hurt, ihc plftc* would swell 
and uketate, though posilbly not for years afterwards. 

Once when an EngUahinaJi attempted to kill a rattlesnake, 
a party of OJIbway Indiana, with whom he was trawUrng, 
begged hint to deslat; and endeavoured to appe^ the snake, 
addnsslng it hi turn* as grandfaiher, amokiog 0^ it, and 
beseeching it to lake care of theb Jamil ies in tbelr afasencet 
and to open the btart of the Sritiiili Agent so Uuit he should 
fill their canoe with rilm. A storm which m'ortook lli*in 
next day on Lake Huttwi was attribtilcii by Uicm to the 
wrath nf the Inniltcd rattlesnake, anti tJisy sought to mollify 
him by throwing dogs a» sacrllices to him into the waves. 

The Kdtehi Indian* of Guatemala will not throw .‘^r^tenls 
or scorijioni Into the fire, le*l the other creaturew of the same 
ipecies should punish them for the outrage.* 

In KiciUa, a district of Central Africa, to the west of Lake 
Victoria Nyaiista, if a woman aeclderttslly kills a snake with uhii,,*, 
her h« while she is working in the field, she hastomi in 
great agitation to the snake-pTltol and bands him over the 
hoe, together with two strings of cowries and an ox-hide, 
begging him to appeaic the angry spirit of the slain 
in this application slie is nccompaitjcil and supported ly flU 
the viliagert; who a hare her fcara and anxiety. Accordingly 
the priest beats his drum as a sign tlial no wontstt of the 
village Is to work in the fields till further iMstlcc- Next be 
wraps tlie dead serpent In a piece erf the ox-bide and buries 
i 1 solemnly, O n ih e fot lowing day he performs a ceremony of 
purification for the slaughter of the reptile. He compounds 
a medicine out of the guts of a Icupard of hyaena and 
eaftii or mud dtfisolv'wJ in wntcr^ and wUli this iTii?;turc 
he diiinfocts all the houses in the village, beginning with 
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ihc liwMie of ihc woinian who killed the serj^ent Next he 
proceedn lo llic fields, where aII the women of the village 
have cotlecuid their These he purifies by dipping 

them m the fluid and then twirling them about ^ as to 
make the drops of water i\y oft From that moment the 
danger incurred by the sluiigfiter of the reptile b Rverted* 
The lipjrit of Ihc serpent Is appea^cd^ and the women may 
resume their tt-sual kbotirs in the field^^ 

Wlicti the Kwakintl indlyrts of [iriibh Golumbia have 
stain a. wolf they lay the carease on a blanket and take out 
Xortk Oie heart* of which every person who helped 10 kill the fejeaat 

Then they wail over the bodyi sayjiiit, 
wiicn -• Woe I our great friend I ” After that tiiey cover the carcAso 
kiiiwcf ^ blanket and bury it. A bow or guu til at kittcil ft wuU 

• la regarded as tmiucky^ and the owner givrsi it away^ Tiiesc 

[nclcans believe that Hie sinying of a wolf pnxluteti a iCiirrlty 
of When the Tinneh Indians of Central Ahiska have 

killed a wojf rvr a wolverine, the carcase is hcought into ihe 
camp or village with great pom|i. Ttie people go forth to 
meet ic H ^The chief Is coming,*' Then the biidy Is 

earned into a hut and propped up ta a slttEug posture; and 
the recdiclnc-mai> spreads liefure It a copfous baii^)Uet, to 
which every family in the vilioge has cn^ntrihuied of Its best 
When the dead animal h supjjtsscd to have satMcd his 
hunger, the men con^uinc the femainj of the fcasl, but rici 
vi^umati ts allowed to partidpate in what has been thus ^Oered 
to the uoir or the wolverine.^ No ordinary Cherokee djines 
to kill a wolf* he can possibly lielp it; for he believes that 
the kindred of the slain beast would lurdy avenge its deathi 
stud that the u't,ipun with which the deed hail been dune 
would be ({idle tL^eteas for the future; unle^ it were cleaned 
and eaorcia^ by a medkine^man. Fhiwever* certain persoris 
who know the proper rite* of atonement for such a crime 
Kill kill wolves with Impunity^ and they are somettmes hired 
to do fo by people who have suffered from the raids of the 
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iralm nit thcEr c^ulle nr Tltc jiroCcftsittriiAl wolf- 

liilkr to tfic uiIcbaI whcm !» h/ifi btrenv^d oF iif^ and 
mki to avert iUc vcnjfeoftcc of the other wolvci bj* laying 
tl» hlajiie of the aUughler ou tlie peofil* of aitaihct settle* 
ment, To purify tlw gun which hi* jierpctrated the muni or, 
hr utuerewfi the IwitTel. insat* into ft seveo snuill sour*wDod 
tod% which have b«Ji heated in the fire, and then altows the 
biifrrt and Jl< ccsnlent* to lie In a milling slream till morniiigJ 
WIhsh the Chuckdioti of north-caitem Sit«ria have killed a 
wolf, they hold a fatival, at wlildt they cry, "Wotf, be not 
angry with uik It wa* not we who killed you. it was the 
RuMiati> who destroyed ymu"* In ancient Athens any man 
who killed .1 wolf had m hiiry it by s«b*riptlf.n,* 

In Jd»el.Nu1>4,a district of the eastern Sudnivt Uforbidiicn 
tc» touch the neats or rciiHive the young of a specie* of black 
birds,resembling fiur Waekhirds.bccatwe tlie people believe that 
the parent blfdi WWiltl avenge the wrong by cauiing a stormy 
wind to Wow. which would destroy the imrvesh' Some of 
the Sudanese negroe* of Up|«f b'gJT* the great black 

mveii (Cen-sf atfiMHitt) as their unde and exact pccuiiltiry 
CO[[ipensation or blood’innnej* front arty otie who has been 
IKI rash M to ilny their sable relative. Having saUAfied [heir 
«niptcs on that bead, they give the bird a wlwnti bunal, 
currying the corptu to the graveyard fltt a bier with Hogs an 
shflilts of ia tit Atliihs just os if they were fnierring one of 
titeif kinsfolk.* T)ie I’almqu** of South Amerlea 
careful to UMire harmless animals whicli are not good for food , 
because they believe that any injtrry indicted on such creatures 
wuiild entail the sickness or dcatli of their own cJtiltlrctr, 

[tut llic savage clearly cannot aflord to spare ail animals, 
tic niuiit eltiicr eat some of them of vlarve. and when llie 
question thus conies to be whcthoi he of the anitital must 
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pf!tkli( hfi bi (arcctl to overcouii; hia supcndiiotn Kniplcs 
Lod l»!«« tlw life of the lieaat At the «im& lime tic tl«9 
4]1 he can lo appeal hk victlnu and tlwir kinsfolk. Even 
fn the art of killing tlieai he testifies hi* respect for them, 
endeavour! tu exctuc or c^'cn conceal hi* stiare in ptneuring 
their death, and promises that their rcinaiiu will be honour¬ 
ably trtated, Jly thua lobbhig dcatli of ita terrors he hope* 
to reconcilo his victims to their fate and to Induce their 
fcllowa to come And be killed also. For example, il was a 
prind|>le with the fCarntclmlkans never to kill n land or wa 
animal without first making excuse* to it and begging tJiat 
the animal would not take it ill. Also they ofTered It cedar- 
nuu and »i> forth, to make it tliink that U. wu nut a victim 
but a guest at a feast They heEevod tial this hindered 
other animat* of the same specie* from grtiwdDg *hy. hor 
instance, after they l»d killed a bear and feasted on It* 
flesh, the host would bring the bear's head before the com¬ 
pany, wrap it in gras*, and present It with a variety of trifles. 
Then he would lay the blame of the bear's death on the 
Russians, and tdd tUc beast wteak hi* wrath Upon thetB. 
Alto he wunitl ask tW bear lo inform the other bean bow 
well he had l«eo treated, that they too might come witiiout 
fear.'^Scals, 5Cii4ions, and other atilnuls wem treated by the 
Kamtchaikan* with the same cerCrtitMumit reapect* Morw 
over, they used to insett sprig* of a plant resembliirg l*ar’s 
wort in the mouths of the animals they killed ; after which 
they-would exhort the grinning skulls to have no fear but 
to go and tell it to iheir fellows, that they also might come 
and be caught and so partake of this splendid huapitailty.*i 
When the Ostiaka have hunted and killed a bear, tlicy cut 
oiT its head and hang it on a tree Thnn they gather rmuid 
In a circle and pay It divine honours, hisxl they rUO 
toivards the carcase uttering lamcntatirtn* and saying, " Who 
killed you? It was the Kusstanx Who cut trlTyour head? 
It was ft Russlart axe. Who skinned you? It was a knife 
made by a Russian." They explain, too, that the feathem 
which sped the arrow on its flight came from the wing of a 
strange bird, and that they did nothing but let the arrow ga 
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'niey do all ihh bccan*j they believe tlial iht v^aneferin^ 
ghoit oi the ikLn bear would attjjck them 011 th* fii^t oppof^ 
tiinity^ if they did not lltt» appease iL* Or they itulT the 
Hkin of the ^laipt bear wtlh bay ; and after oclebratfnK liidr 
vidwy with \on\;n of mockery and after spitting &n 

ami kicking i(p they set ft up or iU bJml icg\ "and then, for 
a conaiderablc time, they he*low on U all the vo^cratfon due 
to a guardian gtaL"** When a jiarly of Kor^+ak have killed 
a bear ur a ndf* *hsfy akin the bcoat ftrd dnM one of them- 
Mlvei In the hlsin. Then they dance round the skiiKlad 
man, *iiyfng that it w*s not iliey who killed the anitnai* hut 
^tre one d»r^ generally b Km^dann When thc>' kill a fox 
they aWn it, wntp the botJy In grasSt and bid him go leJI hia 
com pan Ion* hrwr ho^tihly he has been received, and hew 
he has rccdvcd a new doafc Instead of ht* old ono* A 
fuller account of the Koryak ccrcfnonle* Is givetk by u mom 
recent wriler. He tell* uf that when a dead bear I* biougbl 
la the liouec, the itcmen come nut to meet it dandng wfth 
firebrandfi. The bcar^-tikifi b taken off alung wfth the head p 
und one of the women puts on the skin^ dmicea In it, and 
entreats the bear not to he angry* but to be kind to ihc 
[Koptci At the fame time they offer m^i on a wooden 
ptaiter to the dead Iwasi, «ayfng.Kat* fftencL'' Afterwards 
a ecTemony ii [M:rfoi'fTied for the purpose of sending the dead 
btuf, or rather his spirit* away back to his home. He is 
provided with provisions for the ioumey in the 
puddings or Tcindeer-fleeh packed in a gni5s bag. His skin 
is ituffed with gras,^ and carried roimd the hpusc^ after which 
he h supposed to depart tow'ards the ri^ng stm. The in ten * 
tlofi of the ceremonies m to protect the people from the 
wrath of the slaiu bear aod hb kinsfolk^ and lo to envure 
success Id future bear-huriK/ The Finns used to try to 
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perstuulc ft slain b«r thdi he hud not Ixsm killal by ihcm, 
but had fallen ffom a tree, or met lii» death in sntfie ntbci 
way morcovef, they held a funeral festival In his hnnoUb 
at llte dos* of wlifeh banli expatiated on the Ivanagc that 
tuui pan) to hinit urging him to report to the othef 

bears the high consideration with which he had been treated, 
in order that they aiso, fuHowJng hii example, might tome 
and be slain.* When tlic Lap|» had fliiccecded In killing a 
bear with impunity, they thankeil him for not hurting them 
and for not breaking Lite clubs and spears ivhkh hsMt given 
him hU death wounds; and they i.raj-ed that he would not 
visit hia death upon tlwm by sending storina or io any elher 
veay. ilb flesh then fumiibed a feast,* 

Tbc leverencc of hunicrs for the bear whom they 
Rgulariy kill and cal may thus be traced all along the 
noftbem region of the Old World, (rnm Ucring'a StraiUr 
to LapplamL it reappears in similar forms in North 
America. With lire American Ilidiiuii a bear hunt was 
an important eveiU for which tiK|Mred by long fast* 
and purgalimui. Uefore netting out they oiTered expiidory 
ucrlficea to the souls of beats akin in previous hunts, and 
besought them to be Jiivourable to the hunters. W'hen a 
bear was killed the hunter 111 bia pii*, and putting the 
mouth of it between the bear’s lips, blew into ilie bowl, 
filling the beiiwt'i mouth with sinfikt Tlnm he begged the 
bear not to be angry at having been kilteet. and not to 
thwart him after wards in the chare. T he tarcBse was 
rriaited whcite and eaten! not a morsel of the flesh might 
be left over. The head, lutmled red and blue* was hung 
on a post anti addreiMd by orators, who heij^ praise on 
the dead bcasL* When men of Uic Bear clan in the Otawa 
tribe killed a bear, they maile him a feast of hts own flcdi. 
and addressed him thus: " Oierkh us no gftidge hceause iw 
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have ki\l^ you, You have sense ; you sm thut our children 
art hungry. They love ymi and wish to t^dee )'ou into their 
bodjea. H il not gU^^riuus io be eaten b}' the children 
of A ehief?"* Amougsl the Noatka Tndians of British 
ColmutilaT when a bear had been kitted, it was brought in 
and seated iKfore the hea^l chief in an upright |>osttjre, with 
a ehiefs bone ret, wTought in figures, on Jti head, and its fur 
powdered over with while down. A I ray of piwisioits 
then set before it, nod it was invited by words and gestures 
to cat After that the animal was skinned, boiled^ and 

eaten.* Tlie Ajssinlboins pray to the bear and ofTci aacri- 
lices to it of tobaccop belts, and other s^luable objeetst. More¬ 
over, the)' hold feasts In its honour^ that they may wii* the 
beast's favour and live safe and sound Tho bear's head is 
often kept in camp for several days moiirMcd in socne suit¬ 
able position and decked with scraps of scarlet clothe neck« 
laces, collars, and coloured tEathers, T'liey ofifcr the pipe to 
and pray that (hey may be able to kilt all the bear? they 
mcei* without harm to themselves, for rhe purpose ofancjtnt* 
ing themselves w^ith his fine gtewc and l^nqucLing on hia 
tender fiesh.' The Ojibways wilt not suffer dogs to eat t)se 
flesli or gnaw the bones of a bear, and tliey tlirow all the 
waste portions into the fire. They thitik ibiit If the ftesb 
were desecrated, they would have no luck Tn 1ianting bears 
thereafterA A tfodcr of the ^ghteenth eenlury has describe 
the endearments which a party of Ojibw^ys lavished on a 
she-bcar which be had just killed^ Tlicy took lier head to 
their hntids, stroked ft and kissed tt, and begged a Ihotumnd 
pardons for her vjottiU deaths they called her Uicir relatioa 
oj^d grandmother, and begged her not to lay tiie fuuit at 
Qiek door, for indeed it was ba Enghshtnan who had killed 
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her. I living severed the bead fr^^m the bod^i they mlomed 
it with ail die they couU mtister ai>d wti it up un a 

scsfTftld 'm the lodge. Neset day pip^ vitte Ut ami talacco 
^niEike bToivn into the noutril* of the ikad bear, aifd the 
trader was invited to |iay this mark of respect to (he aiitinnl 
as an atoncfnenl for havinij takew her life* Refore they 
feasictf on the bear^^ fleshy an. orator mack a speech in which 
he deplored the sad nceeMity under which itiey laboured of 
destroying their friends the bears J for how otherwise could 
tlicy subsist M Some of the IndianB of the Queen Char¬ 
lotte fslandsi off the north^westejn coast of America, uwil 
to mark the skins of bearg, ottenv and other animilt whli 
four fed cro^ws in a line, by way of propitiallng the aplrit 
of the beast they had killed** When the Thompson Indiana 
of British Columbia were about to hunt bcare* thej' would 
sonietiitiea address the aiiunal and ask it to cotnc and Ik 
tiboL They pfa>^l the Rtisly bear not to be attgry with the 
hurtter^ nor" to Rght hlro^ but rather to have pity on Him and 
to deliver hunaelf up to his mercies The man w ho intended 
to hunt the grbly hear Iml to be chaste for iwinc time before 
he set Out on hia daTigerOua adveniurt When he had killed 
a bear^ he and hii eompinions paint«l their facea in ahcn^ale 
perpemiicuEftf stripes of black and Tti% and wng tlic bear 
song. Someltmes the hunter also praycd+ thanking the bcaat 
for lettitJg itself be killed so easil/i, and beggifig that its 
mate mJght share the same fate. A^lef they had eaten the 
flesh of the bear’s he^id, Ihey tied the skull to tlm top of a 
small tree, as high as tfiey could reach, ajid left It thcrcL 
Having done so, tJicy paiult^ i hetr faces with altcmale stripes 
of red and black as btfote; for if Utey failed to observe dlis 
ccTcmony^ the bears would be oGcnJed^ and ihe Imnten 
would not be able to kilt miy more. To jilace the heads of 
bears or any beasts on trees or stones was a mark of 
respect to the aniinaLs* The lilliaocl and Shuswap Indians 
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of rhe faniif tiJiod to ob-icni'^ simtiar ccmru^nlEt ml th^ 

killing of a boar/ 

A tlk« rspect h tcitiRed for other d^ngcmm creatitroa 
by iHt hunton who regularly traf* ajid k\\\ them. When 
CaAre huntera art in ebe act of thowcrmg on an inAtnj. 

cLeptunfi thty call out^ " Don't kill us, great captain [ donH 
strike or tread M\vom lu^ mighty chkl^’ When ho U dead 
they make ihcir excite to btm, pfclcnditig that his death 
wafl a pure accident Aa a tMFk of respect they bury !iii 
trunk with much solemn ccretntrtiyt for they say tlai 
" the cEepharit i* a great IimJ ; hJi trunk Is his haml" * 

Bcfbre tive AmaxoM Calfres attack an elephant they shnut 
to the animat and bpg him to pardon them for the alaughtcr 
tlie^' are about to perpetmte, professing great stihmis^intt to 
his {Knton and explaining clearly tlie nc^ they have uf his 
tusks to enjiblq them to pn^ire beads and supply their 
want*. When they have killed him they bury in the ground, 
along with Ihe end of HU tmnki a few of the ajtktei they 
have Dblnirred for the ivo^)^ hoping to avoi some 

mishap that would otherwise bcTdll them/ Among the 
Wan^iamwtrat of Ccnlmt Africa, wheifc liuiiler? have killed 
an dcphAHt, they bury hU legs on the spot where be fell 
and then cover the plivce with slonti ihe Iniriat is sup¬ 
posed to appease the ^unt of the dead de]ihaiit and la 
ensure the success of ihc hiinler^ in futurr undertakings,^ 

When the Baganda hate killed an elephurit. they extract 
the nerve from the tusk and buT>" it, taking lare to mark 
the place of the burial» Kof they think lliat ihe ghfWt of 
the dead niephant attaches Itself to the nerve, and that if a 
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hunter were to ate|i over the nsare, she elet^hiuirs ghont 
would tanac him to be kiJIett hy nn dephant the next time 
he wmt forth to hiiTit the 

In Latuku, a dltftiict of the Upper Nile^ lEcn-i at-e tnttch 
respccled, and are only WUed when th%^y prove very troubk- 
aome anti dangerous, Tiwrre u^ct! to be m thl» re|:ton a 
Lion-chief, aa he was called who proh^ificd to hart all lions 
under hk control, aod who actually kept bctchiI tsfue Ijona 
about his liotise^ Whenever a lion waji accidentally caught 
ih a tmp ne^r the station of the Egyptian Govcrfirncnt, this 
man would reguEariy presetit hliriKeli and demand the rrEeaw 
of ttie nobie animal. The favoEtr wu iJwnys grjinted^ and 
pknks were let do^vn into Ihc pit to enable the imjirtsoned 
Hon to cUinbcr up and e$ca[K:.' Amongst tome tnbn of 
Eastern Africa, when a lion i% kitlech the carcase b brought 
before ttsc king, who does homage to it by prrwtfiiting himself 
€Hi Hie ground and rubbing his face on ihe inu^jfe of the beast.* 
j^otifLu- In Home parts of Western Afiiea If a negro fcilb » 
^ iKUJiid fast ajid brought before the difefs Par 
Afrk^ hxwErig killed Disc of their pcera. The iniitFi defends himodi 
on tl^e pica that the leopard ii chief of ttie forest and theie- 
fore 4 stranger^ He li llicn set at liberty Lind rcwatdetl. 
But the dead Eeopaid, adorned with a chiefs bonnet, 1% set 
lip fu the village, where nightly dancer ft in held In its 
honour;* Tiie leopard is held In great vcncraticMi by the 
Igaros of the Nigeft Tlit>' call H *'fa|lier^ though 

they do pot object to kill tlie animal ni the ehas^ W'hcfi a 
de^ leopard is bfoiight into IdEdt, the capita], it k dressed 
up in widte and borne on the heads of four men from hou^ 
to house, amidst smging und beating of drums^ Each house¬ 
holder gives a present of cow'Hes or cloEh to the owner of 
the leopard^ and at iast tJje carcase Is btu ied with great cere¬ 
mony and firing of guns. Shmilr! these rile* be llegleclcd, 
the people ittiagme that the spirit of the dead teopard will 
peni^ them* Among the Ewe negroes of TcieolaEjd 
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“ hunten w)m hatl kiUni lMifiWlu(=>> Jeopard*, or wild black 
swine ob«rvffi in Auome Tor nine dny* the samc^ or very 
simliai, ceretnontes a» are ctutomary at tiic death of a 
wofnaUi tti ordec to prevent the soul of the sluiii beasts 
from avtngltig U*eff on them, a cusUuu wbicit is lli* less 
suTpdsI»{> Ijfscause the inouming custuina themselves are 
based on the fear of spJritsi, nameiy Hus spirits of the dead, 
'file tiaUvea aKrihe to the souls of llicse dangerous animals 
ihe power of killing the man who sUot them, or of so blind¬ 
ing and enehaiiting him that in the chase he cemfusca animals 
and mett ami so iiwUfs serious rnwhaps."* Tlie quaint cert* 
omnie* which ihtase negroes observe for the purpose of 
avoiding the tmaglniiiy dtseribed by a 

German missionary■ The leopard and tlie wild tmlTalo, 
he tell* U8. are believed to 1w aiiimalctl by moligiiant 
siiuls which not only do the Imnlcr a mischief while 
tliey stUJ occupy the bodies of the living crealitrcs, but 
even after death, in their disembodied state, continue to 
haunt and plague ihelr slayer, sometimes egging nn a 
scqienl or a leopard to sltng or bite hint, soinetteMss blind- 
ing him so that he shoots a man for an animal,« cannot 
find his way homo and goes groping about in the wilder, 
ness till ho perishes miscfabJy, If a man thus blinded 
and erased sliould make tils way back to tlie town, he Is 
banished for life and sold into slavery; his house and pluula- 
lion are tujeed to the ground; and his nearest rdatioos 
are often given as ball into the hands of stringers. Tt 
Is therefore a viny senous matter indeed for a hunter to 
{ncuT the wruth of a leopurd^i glujst, and tt is quite natural 
iJiat he should take all reasonahte mcasutta to guard him- 
teir against so threatenifig a calamity. Hence a* soon as 
he has killed a leopard, he hutfles back to the town and 
brings word, of It to the other men who have slain leopan^ 
on former oecasion^ and who now assist him with their 
advice rfiiri expefienw. Tbs first thing they do Ii to put a 
stalk of grass In blis mouth as a sign that he may not speak. 
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Then thej^ repair to Llsu i^lace ^vhere the leopard liea dead in 
the rorwt, qnU bfomi the animal of the tea.^ii.s why' lie haa 
been Jhut, Kanidy, because he has mtokn sheep, fowlfip and 
plgi. and haa killed mcti. Next the dfuma are bcatcis and 
the people assemble In the o^len o t the I own. The 

dead leopard mea it while has been fiistcncd to a potcp and 
with hh ey« bandaged and his face uplumed to heaven^ is 
suienml>' carried about the town and set down before the 
houses of the principal folk, who rewmd the hero and hut 
comrades with pmenti After the procession h^ls gone ihe 
round* the leopard is tied to a tree, and the hunters paint the 
slayer with red and while $o as to make him look like a 
feopard, except that the leapa^ra spots arc only painted on 
the left side of hw body; a basket iialntcd. in the same 
ooliinrs Is cbpixid on Ills head, snd nuigical strings of 
cowries AIT tied mound his liandi and fed iTtua attired, 
he and the other heroes who have kfiled leopards crawl 
about on all fours and roar like leopards when anybody 
comes near them* tn his left hand ever^^ man grasp? a bow 
for the slaughter of in^tooent cocks and hens, and witit Ills 
fight he grabbles about m the earth like an aninial iiceking 
what it may devour. None of them may speak, they may 
only roar, but tltey do that tn a masterly manner^ At the 
hc^ of thu imposing processton go two men armed with 
a thick cudgel and a spear respeolivcly; and the rear is 
brought up by a third man, who b privileged to walk 
upright on hU hind legs. This rav«^ured |xrrsort b the cook, 
whcftc office it is to dress the fowls which ihe human leo|urds 
purloin in the Cour^ of their pilgrimage; indeed firrr nlnt- 
i«n days they are privileged, no doubt In their character of 
leopanis, to rob the hen'rooits with impufiily. In the after*' 
noon the carcase of the icupard is taken doi^vn. skinned, and 
cut up. The titbits arc sent to the chief ai^d the other 
dignitaries^ who mt them : and the remainder of the fletah b 
consumeiJ by the oofnmon folk. Tlie skin, the tifeth* the 
head, and the daws belong to the hunter who killed the 
beasL lUil for nineteen days thereafter the slayer of the 
leopard must reUun his peculiar exmume: be may eat only 
urarm-bla>cf£d; aitlmsb and foed seasoned with Salt: tie may 
not eat anything seasoned with pepper; aniTon no account 
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nia>' lie t.istc fi«h, because Ihcy are cold-blooded creature*. 

A eeiicral fc*st. of which ail the mate jrihiibitants of the 
tetw-h partake, winds up the pii(ice«Unt;fl at the close of the 
nineteen day*. A feature of the fcatiiritie* is a dramatic 
tepresentathm of a leopard- hunt, which i* carried out Iti 
evcr>' detail amid great cKcitement, If only all these cere- 
mofiiea are strictly obsen-cd, the hunter need have no fear 
at all of bciuB plagued by the leoj^ard's ghoaL* 

The Itaganda g«ulty fenr the ghtjats of buflalocs which ntnjiMn.* 
they have killed, and Uiey always appease these dangerous 
spirits. On no nccftnnt will they briiiE the h«d of a stain 
inilTalo into a village or into a garden of plantaTna; they " 
always eat the flesh of the head in the open country. After¬ 
wards they place the skull In ft stnall hut b«i!t for the pur¬ 
pose, wlietu they pour out beer as an ofTeriiig and pray to the 
ghost to stay whefc he I* and not to harm them.* Oddly 
enough the llaganda also dread the gbosts of sheep, which 
they belietie would hatinl ami kill the butcher if they saw 
him gis*e the fatal rttoke;. Hence when a man is about 
to slauEhter a shtep, he gtl* another man to divert its atten¬ 
tion, and coming up behind the uiisuspecUng animal he stuns 
it with the blow of an axc-handle; then, before It caji recover 
consciousness, he adroitly eiit* Its ihrofll. In tin* isuy the 
ghost of the sheep is bamlroojiled and will not haunt the 
fautcher, M Of cover, when a sheep dies In a house, the house¬ 
wife may not say bluntly to her husband, "The sheep Is 
dead," or its ghost, touched to the tjuicb, would certainly 
make her fall ill itnd might even kill her. She must pul 
a finer point on the painful truth by saying, " I am unable 
to utitie such and such a shceyt," Her husband tmdeimtaods 
tier, but the ghost of the animal does not, or at all events he 
doc* not rtscni ao delicate an allusion to its melancholy 
decease.* liven the ghost of a fowl may haunt a Moganda 
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woman ant! hat flip It hv^ nccUicnUlly l^illecl it with 
her hxm atsti rtmig siw^y the bixly in the hrng gra^s of 

carrjnng it to her huabntid *nii confcsihig her fuull-* 

Prerfija- Another fiM-mfiJahle bwit whciM JIfc the savaj:c hunter 
■h!to**** ^ tretnhling, h the whalt 

After the ilflughlcr of a whale the itiaritime Koryak of 
north-eaiterii Siberia hold a eoFninniial fc^tivaf the csacntraL 
part of which ** is based on Hie conecptioii that tlie ivhale 
kihed hai come on a viiiit to the village; that it ia staying 
for seine time, during whicli it h treated with great respect; 
that It then returns to the sea to repeal its visit the fuUuwing 
ycar^ that it wHl Induce its rclstives to come abrig, teUing 
thorn of the hospitable reception that has been accorded to it. 
Accnnling to the Koryak ideas, the whales, like all other 
animalSp constilnte one tribe, or ralhef family, of related 
fndjvJdu.tl!i| who live in vilUges like die Kdr>’ak, They 
avenge the murder of one of ihdr ffcurnber. and arc grateful 
for kiitdnesses that they' may h^vc reccivecL'"* As targe 
whales are now rarely seen in the bays of the Okhotsk Sca. 
ihc Kory^ak at the present time generally celebrate the 
festival for a while whale. One such festival was witnessed 
by Mr. W. JoctielsoOp at the village of Kuelp in October igCK). 
A W'luU wiiale had been caught in the neia^ and as the sea 
vras partially fimen# the carcase had to be brought a.^horc In 
a sledge. When it was seen nearing the beach, a number of 
wometij arrayed in their torg eznbrofilered done log-coats, 
weiiit forth to meet and vyclcame it, carry'ing lighted (Sre- 
brands in their hands. To csuiy burning fire-brands from 
the hcartli is the ancient Koryak fashion of gri;:eliiig an 
hondurEd guest Strictly speaking, the women who go forth 
Eq welcome a whale lO the bouse should wear ma^ks of sedge- 
grass on iheir faces as well as dancing-coats on tlidr liodics. 
and should car^ sacrlElcial aider branches &s well as fire- 
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biiicids i« their hunds^ but m the pn^nenl ucca^ic^n the womeu 
dUpeu^ with the use of masks, 'llicy dnneed, shaking; 
Lheir hcadSp movin^;^ their shoulders and swriiigfng their wdiole 
bodies with arms oiit.-itretchaJ, now iwtuaninij, now rising and 
singingp Abl a guest lias come*'" 1 ii spite of the cold and the 
wind t}ic sweat dripped front thesn, so violently did they dance^ 
and they sang and sereamed till they were hoarsci Wlieii ihe 
sledge with its burden had reached the shore, one of the w^oincn 
pronounced an incaitlation over the whale's head* and then 
thrust alder branches and aacrificiaJ grass into its mouth, 
Ncjc* djcy mumed its head in a hood* apparently to prevent 
the creature from witnessing die painful sjH:ctack of its own 
dissectloEL After that the men cut up the caccaae, and the 
women collected the bliiod in pailsL Two seals* which 
iviil also been ktllcdi^ were included in the festivities whicli 
followed. The heads of all three animals were cut otT and 
placed on the toof of Uie house- Next day the resnjval 
begam In the morn kg the women plaited travelling Ixigs 
of grias for the use of Lhe whale; and mnde grass iiiasks. 
In the evening, the people having assembled in a large 
utulergmund house, some boiled pieces of the w hite wlialc 
were pljued in a grass bog and set before a wooden (mage 
of a white wliale, w tliat the ariiinah or Its departed spirit, 
was thus apparently supposed to be regaled with portions of 
its own body: fur the ubbe whale and the seals were tteated 
as hniusuretl guests at the buiqucL To keep up the pretence, 
the people were sfJclit or spoke only In w^hi^pers for fear of 
wakening the guest* before the time* At last Ute prepara¬ 
tions were complete *. fre;'ib faggots piled Ofi the hearth sent 
up a blastci illumming wlUi an unsteady light the smoke- 
blackened walU of the vast underground dwelling, w)ikb a 
moment before had been sUrotnled In diirkness ; and the 
long silence waa brok^i by ihe joyftil criw of the i*x>meri, 
Here dear guests fiavc come! * ** Visit us often 1 ” When 
you go back to the sea, iclk your friend* to call on us ^soi 
we will i-jrepare just as nice fo^ for them a* for you^** With 
these words they pointed to puddings set out temptingly on 
the boards. Next the host took a piece of the fat of the while 
whale and tlirew it into the fire, laying^** We are burniitg It 
m the fire for thceT' Then he went to tbt domestic shrine, 
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pUced [umja of fat before tlw nidc effi^c* of the giianlian 
spirim, anil initiired fat on their mouthi 'I he appetites (rf tlic 
hidhei* powers having thus been satisfieil, the people set to 
and partook of the gcxjd things provided for them, including 
the flesh of the white wiiate and tlie seals. Lastly, two old 
men practisHl divinAtion by mcani of the shoulder-blade of 
Si seal to discover whether the white wiialc would go back to 
the sea and call his follows to come and he caught like him- 
self in order to eictract this information from the bone 
burning r™la were piled on it, and the resujling cracks were 
carefully scrutinisiid. To the ddigtn of all present the omens 
proved favourable : a long transverse crack indicated the sea 
in which the spirit of the while whale would soon depart. 
Four claj-s laier Ihe dcjiorttife actually took place, it was 
a blight sunshiny wintry morning: the frost was keen j 
and for more than a mile scawani the beach was covered 
with hiticks of ice. In the great underground dwelling, 
where the (cost itad iicen held, die licarth had been turned 
Into s<»metiiing Jibe an altar. On it lay the heads of 
the white wliale and the seals, and beside thera tra^’elling- 
bags of grass filled with puddings, which the soala of tlie 
attiinalii were to take with thern on their long journey. 
Beside the hearth knelt two women, their faces covered udtb 
gmss masks and lltcir heads bent over the bog*, mumbling 
an incantation. Tlie suuliglit streamed down on them 
through the smoke-iiole overhead, but spread only a dirq 
twfligitt through ihe retncilef recea^ses of the vast subterranean 
chamber. Tlic mask* worn by the womei] were intended to 
guard them agstrnt the spirit of tlie ahilc whale, which was 
viijipoeed to 1^ hovcHng infusible in the air. The ineanla- 
tion over, the women tore ft««i thdr knees and duifod ibctf 
tnasin. A careful examiflatioo of a pudding, which had 
been ofTered In *aerifi« to the white whale, now revealed 
the joyful intelligence that the spit it uf the whale had 
accept^ tile sacrihee and was about to return to*tiie sea 
Alt that remaittiitl, ihercforei to do was to speed him on his 
way. For that purpose two men ascended tlie roof, let down 
thongs througii the smoke-hole, and hauled up the heads of 
the white whale and„of the seali together with the iravelling- 
bng 5 of proviaiDTia. That mncluded the tlnfiatch of the 
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«>uls of Uw dead animals to thclf hoins in the great 

watcA.' . 

’Whfifi the Inhabitants of the tsie of St. Mary, to the 
rtortli of Madagascar, go a-whaling, they siugte out the young 
ivhfliei fot attack and " iiunbly beg the mother's jardom. 
stating the necessity that drlvesi them to kill her pitigcny, 
and requesting that she wBI be pleased to go below while 
the deed is doing, that her maternal feelings may not be 
outraged by witnessing what must causo her so mach (m- 
casineas; * An Aiuniba hunter having killed a female 
hippofwtantiJS nft Ljtbe Aaylngo in West .^fricai the nnitnal 
was decapitated and its quarters atnl bowels removed. Then 
the huiilcr, naked, stepped into Ibc hollonv of the ribs, and 
kneeling down in the blttody pool washed his whole body 
with the blood and ejtcrtllona of the animal, while he 
pTuytd to the soul of the hippopotamus not to tscar him a 
grudge for having killed her and so blighted her hopes of 
future maternity ; and he further entreated the ghost not^ lo 
stir op other hippopoiatnuscs to avenge her death by butting 
at and capaising hia canoe.* The ounce, a loopaid-Ukc 
erraturc, is dreaded for its depredations by the Indians of 
tirazil. When th^ have caught one eif these animals in a 
mare, they kill it ant) carry the body hmne to the village. 
There the womeit deck the carcase with reathers of many 
colours, put bracelets tut fts legs, aijd wee|i 0«r It, saying, 
^ I pray thee not to take vengeance on our little onea for 
having been caught and killed through thtne own Ignorance. 
For it vras not we who deceived thco. it was thyself. Our 
husbands only set the trap to catch animals that ore good to 
eat: they never thought to take thee in 1 l 1 herefore, let 
not thy soul counsel thy fellow* to avenge thy death on our 
little ones t" * When the Vuracare* Indians of Bolivia have 
killed great apes in their tropical forest.*, ilrey bring the bodies 
borne, set them out in a row on palm leave* witli their heads 
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ail looklfl^ one way^ sprinkle then) with chitha, nnd ^4y, 
" We UiVG yoo, fcincc we have brought ynu hotot*^ They' 
imagine that the performnnee of tills ccfemony is very grati¬ 
fying to the other apes m the wdoJa^ Hdore they leave a 
tenifKMTio'' c£imp in the foreit, where they hiivc killed ^ 
tiipir atid dried the meat cm a bahFracot, the Indians of 
Guiana invariably dcatmy thil bahracot, raying that should 
a tapir passing that wsiy find tmecs of the slaughter of one 
of his kind, iit woald come by night on the next occafion 
when IndiniLs at that placc^ and^ taking a tnan^ would 
babriLcol him in rcvei^gc.’ 

I‘niy(i}«i When a Bbekfoot Indian has caught eagles in a imp 
killed the mi he iaktrs them home to a STwJCial Icxigc, 
^ called the lodgi^ which has been prepared for thdr 

rcceptinn cnitside of the cainp. Here he sets the birds in 
a row on the groimd* nnd propping up tlieir Iliads on a 
stick* piiU a piece of dried me^t jn each of their mnn:hs 
m order that the spiriti of the desid eagtes may go and tell 
the other eagles how well thqr are being treated by the 
Indians,* So when Indian hunleni of the Orinoco region 
have killed an animal, they open Its month nnd pour into 
it a few dro|is of the tlc{uor rhey generally carry ivitti them, 
in order thai the soul of the dsraci bcust may infntin iia 
fetlovrs of the welcome it ha^ met with^ and that they [od, 
cliccred by the prospect of the same kind reception^ may 
conic with alacrity to be kiJIcd* A Cherokee hunter who 
has killed an eagle itandt over the dead bird and fmiys It 
not to avenge itself on lun tribe^. because it ia not he but a 
Spaniard who hoj done the ciuct deed.^ When a Teton 
DvrdriitiE^ fiidiati 13 On a jubirney and he niccts a grey apidcr ur a 
apider witli yellow legs* he killa because iomn evil ii^Lijd 
bcfatl Min If he did not Hut be In very cartful i><jt to let 
the spider know thsl he kflb it, for if the spkier knew-, his 
»ouj woidd go and tell the other spiders, and one of them 
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Vb'oulti be sure to Jjvettfie the dcsiili of hij (tshitldit. So in 
cnishir^ the iiisvct, the Indian " O Graitdfatiler Sjiliicr^ 
tho Thiimiler-b'Hngs fdll yoiL** And the spitipr b cniahed at 
once and believcB what is told him. His sou! prohablj' mns 
and tells the olhur spidcra that the 'niiitidef-beings have 
killed him ! but no harm comes of thtit For what can (jrej' 
or ydlow-lcfiged spiders do to the Thutidcr-beitigs 

Hut it is not merely dangerous crtalurcs with wlinm the 
savage desires to keep on good lerms. It b true titat the 
respect wiiich he pays to wild beast* i* in »niB incasute 
proportioned to thcir strength and ferocity, Thu* the 
savage Stitsns of Cambodia, believing that all aniitmb have 
souls which tmm about after their death, beg an aninml's 
pardon when they kill it. lest its soul should come and 
torment Ihem. Also they offer it saenfices* but these 
sacrifice* me proponioned to the siae ami strength of the 
animal. The ceiemoiues observed at the death of an 
elephant are conducted with much pomp and last seven 
daya,* Similar distmetions are drawn by North American 
Indians. "The bear, the buffalo, and the beaver arc 
mantdo* [divinitic*] which furnish food The bear is for¬ 
midable, and good to cat They render eeremonira to him, 
begging him to albw Idmsclf to be eaten, althongli they 
know Itc has no (hiicy for IL We kill you, but you are not 
annihilated HI* head and paws are object* of liomage. . , • 
Other animals are treated similarly frCfli aimilar reasons. 
. . . Many of the animal manldos, not being daoscroiis. 
are often treated with contempt—the lermpin, tlic weasel, 
polcicat, ctt“* The dislioctlon Is Instructive. Animat* 
which are feared, or are good to eat, or both, ate treai^ 
with cetetnonfou* respect; those which arc neither formid¬ 
able flOT good to eat are despised. We have had example* 
of reveTeiiee paid to animal* which are both Tea ted wid 
eaten. It remalna to prove that similar respect i* shewn 
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lo ftntniald wh^efa, withotii: bclri^ reared^ are either ciiten or 
valued! (or their skins. 

Wlim Siberian sablc’-biinterrs liavc eauj^ht a fable, nn 
one Ls allowed to see tbev think Hint if good or evd 

be fpoken of the catitured sabk no more sables wttl be 
A hunter bas been known to erpreas hia belief 
thai the sables could bear wlial was said of tlicni as far off 
afi Moiieow, lie sold Uiat U^c chief reason wliy the sable 
hunt iVfia riow so iinproJueUvc wan that fonic live sablt:^ had 
l)ecn sent to Moscow. There tliey bod been viewed wjdif 
astunishTDcnt «li strange antmals, and the ssiblcs eamttit abide 
thau Anqibcr, thougli mitii;7rp cause of the dimi mailed lake 
of sables was* he ailegtaJ, that llie world Is now mueb worse 
than it uw:! to be, so ihiit nowadays n hunter will sometimes 
luiJe the sable whitb he has got instead of [cutting it into 
the common stock. This aJso, said he, the sables cantiot 
abideJ A Russian Iraveller ha|ipenlng once to enier a 
Giiyak hut in the absence of the owner, ohserveil a freshly 
kiiled sable hangjng on the wall Seeing him look at it, the 
housewife in oonstematioti hastened to mulDc the animal m 
a fur cap, after which it was lakcn down^ wrapt in birch 
harkt and pul away out of sight. Despite the liigh pdeo he 
ofTcuisd for it, the iraveller"i elTurts to buy the animal were 
unavailing, It was bad enougbi they told hitti^ that he, a 
stranger, had «cn the dead sable in iis skin, but far worse 
coasequenecs fw ihe fulunc catch of sahtes would foibu- if 
they were to sell him the animal emire.* Alaskan hufitert 
preserve the bones of sables and beavers out of reach of tlie 
dog\ for a year and then bury tliem carefully, ** lest the spinta 
who look after the beavers and &ahle$ shoulil eoniiftier ihat 
they arc reganlcd with contempt, and hence no more should 
be killed or trappett"* The Shu^wap tndians of Hritlsh 
Columbia think that if they did not throw beaver^bones into 
the raver^ the bcavcr? would not go into ihe traps any more, 
and that the same thing would happen were n dog lo eat 
the flesh -or gnaw the banc of a beaver<‘^ Carrier Iddums 
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who have trappcti martens or beavers take care Ui twejr 
lliem from the dogs; for if a dog *'»*: to touch thewt 
animals the Indians believe th^t ibc other martens or 
beavers would not sufler themselves to be canght.’ A 
misaionaty who fell in with an old Dimer Indian asked 
him wltat luck he had in the chsise, “ Ob. don't spenk (» me 
about tl," replied the Indian ; ** there are heavers in plenty. 

I caught one myself immediately after my arrival here* but 
unluckily a dog got hold of it. You know that after that 
it has been impossible fur me to catch another’* " Non¬ 
sense," said the missionary; "set j-our traps as if nothing 
had happened, and you will see." That would be nsetuss " 
amivcretl the Indian in a lane of despair, “quite useless. 
You dofi'l know ihe waj-s of the beaver. If a dog merely 
touches a beaver, all the other beavers are angiy at Uie 
owner of ilie d*^ and always keep away from his tropa" 
ft was in vain that the misdonary tried to laugh or ni^e 
him out of his penniasJon ; the man persisted in abandoning 
his snaies and giving up llic bimt, because, as he asserted, 
the beavers were angry with hinL'’ A FtentJ^ traveller, 
observing that die Indians of Louisiana did not give the 
bones of beaver* and otter# to their dogs, enquired llie 
reason. Tlicy told him there was a spirit in ilit wo^s who 
would tell the other bcavere and otters, and that aitw that 
they woiih^ ctttli no intJift flininmls oF these aticae^ The 
Canadian Itidians were equally particular not to let their 
dogs gnaw the boma, or at least certain of the boucs. of 
beavers. They took (Ivc greatest pains to collect and 
presenre these bones, and, wh«» the beaver had been cattghi 
in a net. they threw them into tlw river. To a Jesuit who 
argued that the beavers could not poaJbly knoiv what 
became of their bonca. the Indians replied. "You know 
nothing about catching beaver# and yet you will be prat- 
iiig about iL Before tlm beaver is stone dead, his soul 
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Hikes a tont in ihc hut of the man wht> b kilUjiij him aiid 
n)ak «3 a careful noic of \^'hat is done with tib bones. If 
the bones are gi\'en to the the other best vers wnuld 

Itet word of il and would not let themselves be caught 
Whereas^ if their bones are thrown into (he fire or a 
rivcfn they arc quite satisfied ; and it is prcknilarly grati* 
Tying to the net which caught them."* Before hunting 
the beavcf lliey offered a solefiin prayer to the Great 
Deaver^ and presetited him with tobacco; and when ibe 
chase was over^ an orator pronounced a funeral oradon 
over khc dead beavers. tic prabed itietr spirit and 
wtsdofiJ, " Vou will hear no more," said he+ the voice 
of tiic chieftains who commandcc! you and whom you 
chose from among bJI tfac warrior beavers to give you 
Lawi. Your langnage, which the mcdichie-mcit Liiidcr«^ 
sbuhJ pcrrec(1y% will be licard no more at the bottom of 
the lake. You will fight no more battles with the ottersi 
your cruel focL No, beavers I But your iskfns shall Acrve 
to buy anM; wc will carry your smoked hains to our 
childn^ ; we wjU keep the dngs from eating your bones, 
which sure io 

The di«i, deer* and elk were treated by the American 
Indians with the same pimctOjoiis n^pect* and for tJ^c sainc 
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rcasotL Thtsk bones mlghi not be to ihe dogs nor ft™, ett, 

thrown lino ttic firtv nor m\ghi thdr fat be dropped upon 
the fire, because the souts of the dead aniiuds were believed umtAttmi- 
to ^ w^hat was done to their IjOilies »nd to tell it to the 
other beasts, livmg and dead. lIciYce, if liietr bodies were uuwhiui 
ill-used, the animals of tlat species would not allow Lhem- 
selves to be taken, neither in this world nor in Uic world to 
cDmc.^ Ttie houses of the Indians of Honduras were 
encLimbcrcti with the bones of deer, the TniJIans believing 
that [f they threw the bones away^ Lhc other deer could rot 
be taken.’ Among the Chiquite^ of Paraguay a sick rnau 
would be asked by the inediciue-riiaii whether he haii not 
thrown away some oT the flcsls of the deer or tiirtle, and if 
he answered yes, Uic medidtic-rfiau would say% '■'ITiat is 
wliat is killiiig you. The soul oT the deer or turtle iiaa 
cfiicfcd Inxo ytrnr body to avenge the wrong you did It"* 

Before the Txentales oT Southtni Mexico and theKekchls 
of Guatemala venture to skin a deer whkh they have killed, 
they lift Up its bead and bum oupal before It as an offering; 
otherwise a certain being named T^ultaeca would be angry 
and send tlicm no more game* Cherokee hunters ask 
l^rdon of the deer they kill )f they failed to do m, they 
ihink that the Little Dear, tlie chief of the deer tribe, who 
OUT never die or be wounded, W'ould track the hutitcr to liis 
hon^e by the blood-tirops on the ground ami would put the 
spirit of fhcumattsm into him. Sometijnes the hunter^ cm 
slatting for home, lights a fire m Ute trail behind him to 
prevent the little [}ecf from ptirsumg him* Before they 
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wtnt ciut Eo hunt fc5r dccx, aiitetppc, nr dk the Apaches used 
to resort to sacred eaves, where the mfididtie»mcn ptojiilialcd 
with prayer and aacrifice the animal jjods whose prugsuy 
they tatended to destroy.* The Indfanfl of Louisian* be* 
wailed bitterly the death of the bnfTaltjcs which tiiey were 
about to kith More ttiao iw'o hundred of them at a time 
have been seen sheddinc crocodile tears over the approach- 
ing slaufthtcr of the animals, white they marched in solemn 
ftroccssiDti, headed by an ojd man who waved a pocktl- 
handkerchief at the end of a stick as an oriflanime, and by a 
woman who strutied proudly alongt bearing on her back 
a large kettle which had been recently ahstraclett from 
the baggage of some T'fcnch explorers.* The Thompson 
Induins of Uiitidi Columbia cherished many fluperatirious 
beliefs and observed many auiierstiiious practices in regnTd 
to d«r. When a deer Avas hilled, they said that the rest ol 
the licer wtiuJd be well pTeased if tlic liuliters butchered the 
animal nicely and cJrfanly. To waste venison displeased the 
animals, who after that would not allow ihemBclvcs to be 
shot by the hunter. If a hunter was (jverhurdenod and had 
M leave some of the venison behind, the other deer were 
better pleased if be hung it up «n a tnec than if he let it 
lie on the ground The guts were gathercrl and put where 
the blood h.-ui been spill In butchering the beast, and the 
whole was eovered up with n few. fir-boughs. In laying the 
boughs on (he blood and guts the man (old the deer not to 
grieve for the death of ihcit friend and not (n lake it ill that 
he had left some of the body behind, for be had done his 
best to oaver iL If Iw did not cover it, tlwy thought the 
deer would be wifty or angry and would spoil liis luck In the 
chase. When the head of » dwf had to he left behind, they 
commonly placed it ofi the branch of a Irw. Uiat It might 
not be coRtaminalcU by dogs and women. For the same 
reason they Istmed the bonm of the slain deer.^ lest they 
should be touched by women or gnawed by dogt And 
venison was never brought into a hut the commcwi door, 
because (hat door w.is used by* women; (i waa taken in 
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throuf^h a liDic made in tlic back of die liuL No Imntcr 
would gJvp a dcicr'if head to a man who was the firsl cir 
f,c!Coml of a family^ fot that wouEd mnke the ic^t of the deer 
very iihy And hard to f]%ODt And hi telling tiiJt fiieiids of 
Ills bug Ire would generally cdJ a buck a doc, and n doe lie 
would eail a fawn, and a fawn he would call a hure^ TIiib 
he did that he might not seem lo tlie deer to britg.* The 
UUooct Indlamt of British Columbia tiiraw the boncfl of 
nnititAls. ijaiiicutarly tliove of llie deer and the beaver, bUo 
the watEf^ m order thrtl the doga ^ihouUJ not defile or eat 
tJiem and thirraby offenJ the anlnutk \Micn the hunter 
coinmttted the bones lo the w-atcr he generaJJy prayed to 
the dead aRimAl, saying* " See! i treat you respectfully. 
Nothing nhall ddUe you. Have pity nn me, so 1 may kill 
mom of you! May I be suKossful in bun ting and 
trapping r'" The Canadian Indians would not e^t the 
ciohryr^s of die elk, unless m the dose of the hunlfnE 
t othcTwiiie the mrithcr-ellcs Would be shy and rufu^ 
to b«j caught.* 

Indiarts of the Lower Fraser River regard the porcupine 
as their elder timiher. Hence w-hcii a hunter tillai one of ilicsc 
cieiitures he ask& his cfdcr brothci^s pardon and dxra not eat 
of the fleah till the next day** The Skmx will nut stick an 
awl or needle into a turtle, for they are sure thal, if they were 
ro do sn, the turtle would putiiah them at some ruitmt time.^ 
Some of the North Ameficn.ii Indians believed ihatCAch sort 
i>f animal had its jjfttton or genius who watdied Over and 
prcscrt'cd it An Indian gtrl having nuce picked up a dead 
mOn^ her father flnalchcd the little crrjnture from her and 
tendcriy caressed and fondled it Being uikod wh)' he did 
jw, he soid that it vras to uppcin^e the genius of mice, ^I 1 ^ 
order that he might not torment his daughter for eating the 
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mpu^ that lie handed Ihc mouse to Uac gM and ^h*; 

fltc ii.‘ 

When I he Korj'ik have killed ^ they take the bcwJy 
home and lay it down near tJu* Eire, Mying^ ''Let the guest 
wann hiin 5 eir When he feeb wartn^ uc will free hlim fiom 
his ovTfcoat" So when the frozen carcaic is thawed^ they 
skin it and wrap tong #trijn of gnisa round nlMiut it Then 
the antmal^s mouth b filLcil with roe, and the miKtre>^ of 
the lim^c gashes the floih and |iiit^ mure noe ot clri^ meal 
inio the gashes, making Iwditve that the gashes are the fox’s 
ITCckcts, which tfhe thus fills with provtsions. Then the 
carcase Is carried out of the hou»ei and the people aay, “ Go 
and tell your friends that it li gowi to viisit yonder hou&& 
' Instead of my oU mat, they gave me a new one still warmer 
mt\ with longer hain I have eaten my fill^ and had my 
pockets ^vell stored* Vou^ too^ go and visit them.' TIi* 
natives think that Ifthcy negleeicdto obserre this ceremonial 
they would have rn> luck in lumting foxes,* Whei^ a Hwe 
hunter of Togoland has killed! an antelope of a partidtlar 
kind (Anfihpf he eiwta an enclosure of branchesr 

within which he placcfi the lower jawbonca of all the animals 
ke lias shot Then he pours palm-wmc and sprinkles meal 
on the bones, saying, ** lower jawbones of beasts, ye arc 
now come home. Mere b iwd* here h drink, llierefore 
IcLul ycrtif comrades (that is, the living tieasts of the forest) 
hiiher alaoL^* In the Timordaut islands of the Indian 
Archipelago the ikulls of alt tlie turtles which a fisltcrman 
hju caught arc hung up under his house. Before he goe^ 
out to catcb another, he addresses himself to the skull of 
die hut turtle that he killed, and having itisertcd beld 
between Its Jaw% lie prays the spirit of the dead animal 
to entice it# kinsfolk in the sea ti> come and be caugbl * 
In the Pw> dfstriet of cciitrAl Celebes* hunters keep Ibid 
jawbones of deer and wild pigs which they have killcil and 
hang them up in their hnus^ near the fire. Tlicn'lhey say 
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to Uic |iiwbo)iB3, " Yfl cry aficr your cornfatlca, lhal ytmr 
};rfttiiiratlicr&, or nephews, or chi I (Iron may not E® 

Theif itoLiofi b that ll« souls of the dcaJ deer and pigs 
terry near tlicir jawbones and attract the souls of living 
doer and piRJt, which arc thus drawn into the toils of the 
himtci.’ Ihutt in aJt these cases the wily mvagie employs 
dead animaU na decoys to lure living animnls to their 

doonL 

The Lengua indians of the Gran Chaco love to hunt 
the ostrich, but when they have kitted one of these 
hirds and are briiigfog humc the canaae to the village, 
they Uikc steps to outwit the resentful ghost of their 
victim. Thro* iWnk that when tije first naturat shock of 
death « passed, the gbcal of the ostrich palls himself 
together and makes after hi* body, Aclttig on this sage 
calculation, the ItwllanH (tliick feathers from the breast of 
the bird and strew them at intervals ttlortg the track. At 
<fv«y bunch of feathers the ghost stops to consider, ** Is 
this the whole of my l»ody or only a part of it?" The 
doubt gives him pause, and when at last he i'oa made up 
his mind fully at all the buimlics, and has further wulcd 
valuable time by the zigzag coumc which he invariably 
puralli es in going froni one to another, the hunters arc safe 
at home, and the bilked ghost may stalk in vain round 
about the %'illage, which he is too timhi to enter. 

The Esquininus of the Hudson B.iy region heUeve that 
the reindeer are contmlled by a great spirit who reside* in a 
large cave near the end of Cape Chidicy. 1 he outward fotm 
of the spirit is that of a huge white bear. He obtains and wUatar, 
fiontrois the spirit of every reindeet that is slftiii or dies, and 
it depends on bis good will whether the people shall have a 
supply (if reindeer or not. The •otferer tnlerccdcs with 
tilts great Spirit and prevails on him to send tlje Jeer to tlie 
Jiungry EmiuiniaiiJL S'lc fnlomifi the spirit that the people 
have in *no way offended him, since be, the lofterer, has 
taken great care that the whole of the meal was eaten up. 
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iitid ih»i V^t !^priflg,^ whqri the tloe were rctumSrig to him to 
drop Ihelf unti^ of ifae little or emhfyo Til vims were 

devoured by the dogs. After lon^ inauitntions the mngid^ 
mnitouricesi that the iiatrottof the deer oondefccardi Id RUpply 
the E'^uiioatiK wilh the spirits of ihe animals in a maten^ 
form^ and that soon there will be plenty in the land. IJe 
charges the people to fall on and slay and thereby win the 
approval of the spirit, who loves !o see good folk enjoyirig 
ihemsclyes, kneming thnt so long as the Esi^uimaux refrain 
from feeding thdr dogs witli the iinbniti young, the spirits of 
the dead Tcfndccr will relum again to hb w-alchftil care. Tlic 
dugs arc not allowed to taste die fJesjh* and tin til the ^)np|jly 
IS plenu'fiil they may not gnaw the leg-bonen, lest tJie 
guaedian of ibo deef shouM take offence and send no more 
of the onimak If* tmfortunatdy* a dog should get at the 
meat, n piece of his tail is cot off or h\s ear la croppurd to 
let the Wood ffow.^ Again, the Central E^qtiimaux hold that 
sea-mammals^ partrcolarly whales, groRnd-^eals^ and common 
scfllap sprang from the ^vered fingers of the goddess SednuL, 
and that therefore an lisquimau iiiiist make atonement for 
every such animal that be kilK When a aea) is brought 
Into the hut, the wr>man must stop working till it has been 
cut up. After the capiune of a ground seat, w'alms, or 
whale they tnuit rest for three days. Noi all soft« of 
work, however, arc forbidden, for they may mend articles 
made of seabkin, bat they may not make anything new. 
For example, an cM tent cover may be enlarged in order to 
build a larger hiiL, but it is not idlbwed to make a new one. 
Working on new dc^rsklna Is stricdy furbiddcit. No skint 
of this kind obtained tn auirimtr may be prepared before the 
j« has formed and the first seal has been ctinght with the 
harpoon. Later on, as soon as the fir^t waItus hai been 
taken, llte work must again stop unUl autumn comes round, 
lienee all famliki are eager to fkttMx the work on deerskins 
flB fast Jw po«3ihk^ fo# until that h done the walrus season 
may not iKgln/ The Grcenlantlers are corefitl not to 
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fracture tJic ItcaOn of aea!* or thmt*' them into the isen. hwt 
pile them in a. heap before the door, th»t the souls of the 
iealt may not be enraged and wane their hrclhreo from the 
coast’ 

The Esiiuimaux about iScrtnB; Slmit heSitve that the AubhJ 
louli of dead sea-beasts, stieli as seals, walrus, and whales, 

Tcmaiti attaehftl to their bifldderr, anil that by nrluniine the 
bladders to the sea Uiey can ciusc tlm souls to be 
incarnalca In freah bodies ajni so multiply the game which {^^t, ‘ 
the hunters [iimnie Und kilt Acting on this belief every 
hunter cJiiofuUy removes and preserves the bladders of all 
the msa-beasts that he kills: and at a solemn festival hdd loiLr* 
onoe a year In winter these bladdefs, containing the souls of 
all the sea-beasts that have been killed ihroughoui the 
year, arc honottrod with dances and ofTerings t>f food in the 
public asscmbly-roota, after wlilcb tlicy a« taken out on the 
ice and thrust thiough holes into tlic water; for the simple 
Esquimaux imagine that the souls of the animals, in high 
good humour at the kind ircatmenl thej- have experienced, 
will tbcfcflfter be bom again as seals, walnw. and whales, 
and in that form will flock willingly to be again speared, 
harpooned, or otherwiie done to doth by the hunters- 
The ceremonies observed at dies* annual festivals of m- 
incarnHtiim nm clAborato, The aiacmhly-rtwm or dancing- 
house ikashim, w kutiigiti, in which the festival 

fs held, consists of a spacftMii semi-subterranean cliainbM 
entered by a tunnel, whidi IcBtJi down to a targe round 
cellar under the floor of the house. Tfom the cellar you 
ascend into the assembly-feorti thmuglt a bole in the ITotM', 

Wooden benches run rotmd the apartment, which is lit by 
lumps. An opening fn the ri>'f serves at tiiiee as a window 
mid a chimney* Unmarried men sleep in the aavemWy* 
room at »H lime* ; they hove no other hnine. The festival 
is commonly held in December, bui it may fall aa late m 
jonuar),''. ft lasts several dayt When the lime Is come 
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to celebrate each liunter bniigfi Into the asitcnibly-roorti 
ihc inflatciJ br^tilers of all the seals, walftis, ajid whales 
that he has hillecT during the year The^c arc tied by Uie 

nceks in bunchci and hung up on seal spears, whleh aft 

stuek 111 a roiv in the wall some sLt or ejght feet above the 
iloor. Here iWl mid water are olTered to them, or rather 

to the Spirits of the anirrials which ate iiupposcd to be 

pre^nt In the bladders ■ and the spfrihs signify their aceitpt- 
Alice of the ofTcriitg by causing the bladders to swing 
to and fro, a movement whicli {« really pcoduethl by u 
man sitting to a dark cometp whti pulls a string attached 
to the bladders. J’urtbcr, the btadeters are fumlgatctl with 
torchea x.4 wlfU parsnip imSks* the arooiatLc smoke and red 
flamed of wfiicli are believed to be welhpleashig to the soids 
of the animalk dangjjng in ihc bladders. MoteovTr to 
atniisc the souls men execute cudotis dancer before them to 
the music of drums, First tin* dnnem move slowly with 
jerky action from side to side; then they gallop obliquely 
with arm* tossed up and down ; and lastly they hop and 
lump, always koqiing perfect time to the beat of The drums. 
Tlie dance b suppo^J to imitate the movementa oF seaJa 
and walrus \ and again the $pirli.t signify their pleasure by 
making the bladders flwiiig backwards and forw-ard^. During 
the eontinuan.ee of the festiva] no loud noitici may be made 
in the assembly-rocim for fear of alarming the souli of the 
Bnimals In the bladdera ; if Any person makei^ a noise by 
accident, all the tnai present raise a chorus of tries in imlia' 
tion of the notes of the cider duck to fet the souls of tlie 
animals think that the un^Feemly disturbance proceeds from 
the birds and not from ihc [leopte Further so long 
the fi^tival ta 5 it 5 ^ no wood may be tut with an iron am In 
the vllfagc, the men must keep rigidly apait from the 
women* and no female above the age of puberty mAy come 
near the bladders suspended in the asscmbly-roomp the 
TT^sen asfngncd being that such women are unclean and 
might oflend the sensitive souls of the sea-beasts Jn the 
bUddenk. But immature girls, being imtainted by the 
pollution which atlaches to adult womeiip tnay go about the 
bladders freely. 1’he last and crowning scene of the 
festival takes place a" night or just ae -mtirw. Tlic sfiean 


jiY mop/r/A7vojv or 2 ^*^ 

ivUli the bleilJcti^ AttAclicd to tlioiii jirc |ia£ml uul by the 
^haditih 111(6 the 0|K!n .iir through tbtr smuke-hok m tJie 
ronfi When live outside, a huge tordi of wild {>iiriini|> 
stalks is lighted ; the chief shaman takes it &n hi^ Alsouidcf^ 
and runf witli it fast as he can acjiro the anow and nut 
on ihe tee Behind him troop all the men canying each 
hi3 tpcar with the bEadders of the sea-beasts daiigUng and 
flapping from it; and in the tear mce the womenp children, 
and old tncD, hpif^ding^ ^roaming and tnnktng a gfeal uproar^ 

In the darkness the ludd dame of the torth shoots high into 
the alfj casting a red glare over ihe aiio^'y 1and5i:ape and 
lighting up the stvanxi of fantastic^ fur-clad figures that 
stream along in wild c^idlemenL Arrived at a hole, which 
had been cut mi puqK>st: Ifi the sca-lce^ lire shaman plants 
fiis burning torch beside It in the fmow, and every man as 
he comes up rips open his bladders and thrusts thomi. one 
after the other, into the water under the ice. This ends 
the ctretTiony. The souls of the dead seals, u^lrus, and 
wbalesj arc now ready to be born again in the depths of 
the sca^ So all the |]pci>ple reium contented to the vltlage. 

At Sti Michael the men who have thrust the bladders 
under the ice are obliged <ni their reium to leap through 
a fire of wild parsnip stidks^ probably as a mode of cere¬ 
monial purllicdtion j fur after ihc dance and the offering of 
food at the festival the cfdcf shaman passes a lighted toce!i 
of parsnip stall^s muiid tire assembly•^roofn and the daxiccrB> 
for the C3<pr«s purpose of purifying ihem and averting any 
evil inEuence that might bring sickness or ill luck on the 

fiuntcrtv^ 

For Uke reaMins, a tribe ivhkli dqiends for its subsist* Fini 
ence, chiefly or in part, upon fishing is careful to tveat the 
fish with every mark of Jmnour and respccL Tire Indians 
of Peru ** worshipped the wliale for its monstrous greatness- tifi^ 
Bcsfdiis this ordinary' sysiero of worship, which prevailed 
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t'i«= tUrciughoKt tin: the people of difTcrent jirovinccis 

adoted tUc Bah ih-it they caught m greatest abundance; 
fnr thej* saM Uuit ibe hiTtt fjsii that was made in the world 
above (for w lliry (tamed TIcaven) gave birth to alt other 
MtikhiWr fuh of that (peek*, and tooli cane to send them plenty of 
cliiliirert to sustain their tribe. For tht!i reason they 
worshipped stirrdlficis in one rtgion, where they killed mone 
of them than of any other Sail; in othcra^ the skate; in 
odtefs^ the d^i^iflsh ; in olhrufH, the golden fish for its l>eauty ; 
in otherSp the crawfish i in oUicrs^ for want of larger gods» 
ihi; eraltt* where tliey had no oilier £sb* or where they knew 
not how to eatch anil kill them. In sliort had whuL- 
PiiS ever fish vitls most sctvfccahle to them as tlieir ^ Tlie 

Rwakiutl tfidians of Brhisli Columbia think that when a 
salmon is ktlkd iU soul retwms to the siaJmon coutitry- 
llcitce ihcy lake care to tlirow the bontss and offal Into Lbc 
Jftduuji. III that the ftdul (nay reanimate them at the 

returrectkti of the eKilinnii^ Whereas If they burned the 
bones the sititil would be losh and ao It would be quite 
imriossibTe for ihat ^Imon to rise from the deatL^ lo like 
manner the Otawa Indians of Canada, believing tlial the 
mt^h of dead fish (jas^d into oiher bodies of fish, never 
burned fish bones, for fear of diipka^htg the souli of the 
fish, who would come no mtirc to the nets.’ The Hurons 
ii\m refrained from thttrAing fish bones Into the fire, lest 
the souls of the fish flhould go and warn I he other fish not 
to let tfjcuTiselTca be cairghi, sfnee the Hurons would bum 
their boue^ Moreover^ they had men who preached to the 
fish and |>crsiiaded them ta como and be oiughL A good 
preaclier was much sought aftcr^ for they thought that the 
eschortatloni of a clever man had a effect in drawing 

the fish lo the nets. In the Hunm finhing village whore 
the French missionary 5>igard stayed* the preacher to the 
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(iali ptiJccI liimscif very much on his ciwiiitncfl, wliich vfas 
(if Jt floriJ OTtJer* Every eveniuE after supper^ having seen 
jlutt »U llw people wm iti their pJa«? and that a strict 
ailence was observeil, he preached lo the fish. His text 
WH9 that the Huron* did not bum fish bones. "Then 
enlarging ou this theme with exiraOTtlirraTy unction, he 
exhorted and conjured and invited and implored iJie fish 
to come arul be caught and to be oT good cminiBc and to 
fear nothing; for it was all to serve their fricn^ who 
honoured them and did not burn their bones." ‘ At 
Gogndjim in German New Guinea an enchanter is employed 
to lure the fish to tiieir doom. He slaittls in a canoe on 
the beach with a decorated fisli-basket beside him, and 
cornmaniL* the fish to come from all tjuurtera to Uogadjun. 

When the Aino haw killed a sword'fisli, they thank the fish 
far altowiiig himself to be caught and invile him to come 
again.* Among the Kootka Indiaas of British Columbia it 
(HIS formerly a rule that any person who bad partaken of 
bear's flesh must rigidly abstain froio eating any kind of 
fish for a term of two raonllw. The motive for the absttn* 
cnee was not any conaidcration for tlic hcaUb of the cater, 
but “» superstitious belief, that should any of their people 
ufter tasting bear's flesh, tat of fTfiah salmon, cod, etc., the 
fish, though at ever u great a distance off. would come lo 
the knowledge of it, and be so much otTciidcd thereat, as 
not to allow themseKTss to be Uken by any of the inhabit* 
ants.'** The diaappearence of herring front the sea about 
Heligoland fn tJJO was attribmed by the fishermeo to tlic 
mLiconduct of two lads who had wbif^ a freshly-oiugbi iWjBfwoi. 
herring and then flung it back into the sea.* A similar 
disappearance of the hetringa from the Moray Firtlt, in the 
reign of Queen Anne, was act down by aoine l^pTe to a 
breach of the Sabbath which had bent committed by the 
fishermen, while otheta opined that it was due to a (luamrl 
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ill which blood had b«4i sptlt in the For Scotch 

fishermf.ii are prmiiaded that IT blocK) be drawn tn a ijiiarrcl 
on the coa^t wlvcre htrf rfri^ are bdiig taught, the shoal will 
at once take its departtire and not tetuni for that at 

kasf. West Highland fishcnnefl bolieve ihal every shi>al qI 
herring ha^i ito leader wlikh it follows wherever he goes. 
Thii leader If twice as big as an ordinary herrings and the 
fishermen call rt the king of Ijorttig. When they change 
to catch St Zn their nets they put it back carefully into the 
fca : for they would esteem it petty treason to destroy the 
CmfWTfwa^ royal fiak* The natives of the Duke of York Uland 
decorate a canoe with flowers and ferns* lade it, 
caribiiifl or are sapposed to lade iv 'vhh ahcli-mnneyj and set it 
Khdrlfl to compensate tlie Elsh for their fclloiv^ who have 
been caught and eaten.* When the Tarahumores of Mexico 
arc pfTpaiiog to iK^ison the waters of a river for the purpose 
of stupefying and catching the fish, they take the proeautiani 
of first making offering^! to the Master of the Fish by way 
of payment for the fiah of which they are about to bereave 
hiTu^ The oficrings con^st of a^ces^ hats, blankets^ girdka, 
pouches, and cspedaJly knives and strings of beads, which 
are hung to a cross or a hnrixonta] bar set up in the middle 
of the riven However, the Master of the Fish, who is 
tbnught to be the oldest fish, does not long enjoy tliese 
good things I for next morning the owners of tlic various 
artklcs remove Lliem from the river and appropriate them to 
their Usual secular purposes.'* It is cdpcciall^* ncce^^ry to 
treat the first fish caught with opnaideratioii in onler to 
concjliatc the rest of the fish, whose conduct may be sup¬ 
posed to be influenced fay the receptiem given to thoee of 
their kind which were the first to be tahem Accordingly 
the Maoris Alw-a>^ fnit back into the sea the first ftah catiglit, 

"" with a prayer that It may tempt other fish to come and be 
caughL** Among the Haganda "‘the 6f?t fish taken were 
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treated ceremanialtj^'! ^me the fisherniari loot to the god 
Muka^a ; the rcniiLmder hia wife cotJkedj and he and she 
boili partook of them, and he ailemarda jujupqd over her.” ^ 

SttU more stringent are the preciutions taken when the &rtv 
fish are the first of the season. On salmon rivers, when the 
fish begin to run up tlic strcani In springs they are received Mth^finvi 
w^ilh much defcrencG by Uribes who^ like the Indiana of the 
Pacific Qiasl of Korth Americi, subAist injgcly upon n fish 
diet To Aome of these triho the aalinon is what com h to 
the Kiirof*an. rior to the Chiacsc. and seals t» the Esquimaux. 

Iletily of salmon fneans ahundtuice In the camp and joy al 
the domestic hosrtfi; failure of the salmoe for a single seasoii 
mentis famine and dcaolation, silenoo in tlic village, and ^ad 
hearts about the fine* Aocotdingly in llritijh Qilujnbta the 
Indiana used to go out to meet tlvc first fish as they c^mc 
up the river v “ They jiaid liaurt to ihem^ m\d would address 
them ihm i * Ynu fish, you fish ; j-nu are all ebiefc, }'ou arc; 
you are all chiefs'''" Amongst ihe ThTirikeet or Tlingit of 
Alaska the firat halibut of the season bs carefully handled and 
addfcsscd as a chief, and a festival U given lit his hormur, 
after which the fishing gpci on.^ Among the tril«s of the 
Lower Fraser River when the first iockeye-faliflon of the 
sea.’^n has been caught, the fisherman carries it lo the chief 
of hts tribe, who delivers it to his wife She prays, saying 
to the salmon, " Who ha^ hn&ught ymt herts to make iu 
happy? We are thankful to your chief foe sending you.** 

When she has cut and roasted if re salmon according to 
certain prescribed rules, the whole tribe is invitcii and par¬ 
takes of the fish, after they have purified themselves by 
drinking a decoction of certain plants which b fcgarded as 
a medicine for cleansing the people But widowersH widows^ 
menstruous women, and youths may not tat of thifr particular 
salmon. Even Utcr, when the fish have become plentiful 
and these ceremonies are dispctis&d with^ the same clavieii of 
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litTScms 4 re not ailUsw-f^ to cal fn»1i though fhcy 

may partake of the dmd h'tJL The Mckeye-aalrtfon muai 
always he luoked after caitfully. Iii boiics liauc to be 
ihfo^vo into the nvw. after whith the fish will revive and 
r^um to its chief tn the Wticfeaa if the feh are tiot 

treated with considcratforii, they will tuks tlicfr revenge, and 
the careless lishermari will be tiidUEky.* Afliong ihe Sortgiah 
or Lkimgen tlibe of Vancouver Islapd it fa a rule that 
the day when the lirst safmoti hiiv^ been c:mg lit, the children 
must fltand on the beach waiting for the boitu ta retttm. 
They stretch out thetr little arms and the salmon are heaped mt 
them, the beads of the lish being always kept in the direct fan 
In whidi the salmon are swimmings else they would cease to 
mn up the river* So the cbildnm carry them and lay them 
on □ grassj- placc^ carefiiUy keeping the h^s of the salmon 
turned in the same directfonn Round the fish are placed 
fcHir flat stones cm which ihc plant hog's woft 
kii^rfiurfty NuttX red |>afrit,. and bulrushes arc burnt ns an 
offering to die salmon. When the salirion Imv^ been roasted 
each of the children reccivea one, which he or she ta obliged 
to esUn leaving nothing over, liut grown people nre nut 
aiiowed to C3t the hsh for several days, Ttic boncji of the 
salmon that the chjldrco tiavc eaten may not touch the 
ground. They are kept in diahes, and on the fourth day an 
old woman, who pretends to be kmc, gatiiets them in a 
huge basket and throws them into the sea.' The Tsim^hiiui 
Indians of British Columbia observe ccftain ceremonies vrhem 
the Erst okichcn of the seascM ore caught The fkh iue 
jmsced on an tiisirument of dder-beny wood, and the man 
who naasts them mu^t wear his travelling dte^ mittens, cape^ 
and so forth. Wlule this is being done the Indiojii pray 
that plenty of olachcn may come to iheir hshlngigroiind. 
The fire tnsy not be blown up^ and in eating the lish they 
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may not eooJ it by blow ini; rior break » sfnglt; bone. Kvciy- 
tltinff muil be neat and clean, and the rakea ummJ for c»tch< 
Ing the fish must be kept ttklden in the hou».^ In sprinj;, 
when the winds blow Mifi from the ktiutlt and the s^moii 
begin to mn up the Kldtnnth dver, the tCamka of Califomlii 
dance for iiatmon, ha ensure a good catch. One of the 
liidiont, called the Kaivya or God-man, retires in the 
mountaintt and fast* for ten days. On hi* return the people 
flcE, while he goes to the river, takes ific fim aalmon of the 
catch, eats sonic of it, and with the rest ktiidlea the acred 
fire m the sweattii£-house. “No Indian may take a salmon 
before this tlimct h hdd. imr for ten days after it, even if hi* 
family are starving." Tilt Karoks also beikvt tlot a (ialwf- 
man will take no salmon if the poles of which hts spearlng- 
booth is made were gathered cm the rfver-Hitlc, where the 
ialroon might have wen them. The poles muM be brought 
frem the top of the highest mountain The lislterman will 
also labour In vnin if he urtti the wine pole# a second year 
iit boothi or wdts, ” because the old salnmn will have told 
the young outs about them."* Among the Indiana of the 
Columbia River, “ when the *a1mfin moke ihdr first ap|tear- 
ance in the river, they are never aUiiwcd to be cut ciwiWtisev 
nor boilird, but roa.«cd ; nor are they allowed to lie sold 
withDiit the heart being fimt taken out, n«r to be kept over 
night, but must be all consumed or ttiren the day tliey are 
taken out of llie waWr. Ail these nile* are otnc^vcd for 

about ten days," * They think that if the heart of a fish were 

eaten by a stranger at the beginning of the jeaKiii, they 
would catch un more fish. Hence, they roust and cat die 
hearts them selves.* There is a favourite fish of the Aitio 

which Hppeors in their rivem about May and Jutic. They 

pretwre for the fishing by obsemng rules of dtrciuonial 
purit 3 % and w'hen they have gone out to fish, the wtimcn at 
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home mtt^ keep striel illent^e or tiie fish would hear thcni 
and dbappcar. When the Unt Bh Is caught he h htoti|:hi 
home and passed through a atfiall opening at dje eiitl of the 
tLut„ but not through tlie door; for if he were passed tltmugh 
the door./" the other fiah would ceiialnly see him and dis¬ 
appear*"^ may partly explain the cuistom obiwn'ed by 

other siivuges of bringing game m certain cases into their 
huts, not by the door^ but by the windowH the snioke-hole^ 
or by a special opening at the bock of the hut* 

With some savagei a special reason for respecting the 
bones of gome, and generalty of the anitnala which the^' cAX^^ 
if n beilel that^ if the hones are preservocl* they will in 
course of time be rcclothed with fleshy ued thun the anlmcJ 
will come to life again. It is, therefore, clearly for the 
ir^tercst of the hunic^r to teave the bones iriUct^ amcc to 
destroy them would be to diminish the future supply of 
game. Many of the Minnctam: Indiana ‘^betkve that the 
tunica of those btsona which tliey have slain and divested of 
flesh rise again clothed with renewed flesh, and quickened 
with life» and become fat. and lit for slaughter the succeeding 
junc:.^"* Hence on the western praiKes of America, the 
flkuUs of bufTaloes may be seen arranged in drdes and lym- 
ntctrica) piles^ awaiting the nesurrection.* After feasdng an 
a dog, the Dacoia.^ carefully eoflcct the bones, scrajic, wa^h, 
and bury them, •’partly^ aa it Is said, to testify to the doj* 
species, that in feasting ui?on one of theit number no di#- 

nespeet was meant to the species iuelh partly also from 
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a bditl tliiit the bortes o( the animal will rise and rcprodace 
another/' * Among the Esquimaux of BaHiii Land snd 
Jtuds^oii Bay, when ^ boy has billed liw first sealn his moLhcf 
gathers all the bones anti throws ihcoi into a s*al-holc- 
They think ihat those bones wiU bceome seals which the 
boy will catch In later life;' The Ytiracares Indians of 
Bcitjvla are at great pains to collect all the bones of the 
tieasts, bIrdSp and fifhcs which they eat^ and to throw them 
into a strntam, bury them In line depths of the foresh or born 
them m ihc fire* “In order that the animals of the sort killed 
may not be angry and may allow themselves to be kiUcd 
ag;iiti,^* In sacrificing an animal the l^pps regularly 
put asfdtt the bone!^, eyes, cara, heart, lungs, sexual parts (B 
tlte animal was a male], and a morsel oi flesli from ea^ Ilinh 
Thtm, after eating the femainder of the llcsh, thc>" UUd the 
honci and the leat in anatonued order in a coffin anti hurled 
them u1t]) the unual nt«, believing that Ihc god to whom 
the animal Merifieed wtnjid recloihe ihe bones w'iili flesh 
and restore the animat to life ftt Jabme-AtmOi the sub~ 
terrHiiean world of tlie deat!. Sometimes, as after feasting 
ffli a bear, they seem to have oontenled tliemselvcs with thus 
burying ihe bones,^ Thus the Lapps expected the resurreo 
tlon of the flaiii atiimal to tiikc place In another worlds 
resembling in ihti rEspccl tlie Kamtehatkaos^ who bclin'ed 
that cverj^ creature^ dowm to the sirwllcst fly, would rioe from 
the dead and live underground/ On the other tvond, the 
North American Indians looked for the rcsurrectlDfi of the 
animahi in the present world- The habft^ observed esf^edally 
by' Mongotian peoples, of stuffing the skin of a sacrificed 
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ainmAl, or strttching it on a framework,' fioints rather to a 
belief in A Tssumwtion of the latter sort The obiection 
comitionty entcrtaiiicil by primUive people* to break the 
bofiea of the animafs which they have eatco or sacrificed* 
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iiiay be based either on a bcHcf in tbe rcAaoecEioii of {he 
animal or cm a fear of fntlmicljitijjg; utlier crcalufes of the 
mmc species and olTcndiiig the ghosts oT the slain aniinala> 

The reluctance of North Ainerkan Indians and E^^uiitiaujc 
Ed let dogs g«aw the l>ones of anJmais* La perhaps only a 
precaution to prevent the h<m« rroin being brohenr 

We have already seen tlut some mde races believe In Settn^ 
m resurrection of men* as well as of beasts, and it w quite 
natural thJit people who entertain such a belicr should take 
cane of the bmes of their dead in order lhat the original nir^\u 
owners of the boncft may have them to hand at the critical 
moment. Hence in die Mexican territodes of Giiaeiicualco pTm 
and Yliitrtp where the Indiana thought that the dead would 
rise again, the bones of tl^e de|Kirted were depoitited in 
ha.skcl> and hung up on trees, that their spidu might not 
be obliged to grub in the earth for them at the resurrection.* 
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On liic (ithor hand, the Luritclia tHbe of Centra] Australia, 
who eat their enctntcs, take 9tq>» tu jifevent ihdr coming to 
life again, which miylil prove very inconvenient, b/ dcMrty- 
iftg the hones and capitalty the akulU of the bodies on 
which they have harniucted.* 
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The pr«ctfdlttg review of entstoms ohsiirvcdl by fljivagss 
ftiv the cfinciUalIttii and mtiltEjillcatbn of jUtintalft which iJicy 
hunt and kill k fitted tu itnpiw m wiOi alivdy n^usc of 
the uriquc^tfoiiiiig FaEth which primEttve man in die 

IminnfiiiUty of the Unwtt creatnre^ lie apjiieais to ^ssmn^ 
as an axiom too obviotis to be dUptited that bc^Jtb, biniK 
and h^hes hAve souls like his owHi whitli surv^lvo the dcfctli 
of their bodies and can be reborn in odia bodies to be 
again killed and eaten by the hunter. The whole Mdcs of 
cii»tdnts described in the foregoing pages—which 
are apt to strike the civlUsed render as quaht and ab«tird— 
re.'st# an this funfiainental nssnnipdniL A coniiidcralioii of 
them suggests a doubt whether tl^e ctrrrcitE explaiTation of 
ihe saviige Ikclicf in human im mortal Uy is adequate to 
acctiuni for all the facts. Tliat belief b wmroonly dediicetl 
fftim a primiiive theory of dreams. The savage, it h satdi 
fa ill Eo distinguish the visions of sleep fmm the reallticA ot 
waking life, and accordiEigly when he ha^ dreamed of hh dead 
frfeneb he ncce^iaiily taancludca that they have not wholly 
penshed, bat that thdr spirits continue to exis-t Itt i?ome 
place and some form, thaugli in the ordinary course ol 
events they ehide the paxe^itions of his ^Ri^rcs. On this 
theory ihc conceptions, whether gro*s or refined, whether 
rcpifl^ive or beautiful which savages and perhaps civilised 
mm hav-e fonnetl of the state of the dc|iarted, would Jieem 
to be no more than ebbomte hj^jcithese^ constmeted to 
account for apix^ranocs In dream!i J the^ towering struc¬ 
tures^ for alt thrir radirmt or gloomy gnmtJeari for all 
the massy strength and solidly with whldi th^y present 
theni»eK« to the iinagination of many* may tom out on 
iiwpectiun to tic mere vissonacy castles built of clouds and 
va^KHiri which a breath pf reason suffices to melt into air. 

* aiJ^iaiTi SprmTi kinl Fi j. GUlca, -VaPw Frm^ Catirti Amiltv/m 
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But eviiii !f wc gfani for the sake of ajgymct't * 

theory' oner* a tcanly' cxpJaiifltion of the widesprefld belief 
in human imtnortalily. it ta less eaay to sft* how the theo^ 
accounts for the correspoTidinjj belief of so many races in tetid i« 
the iiiimattiUity of the loxwr animate In bw dream* the 
savage recognisurs the images of !iis departed friends by lhti?e 
familiar tmiU of fealurc. voi«, and gesture which char¬ 
acterised them in life. Bat can wc suppose that he 
recognises dead beasts, birds, and fishes in like manner? 
that their Imitfica cotue before him in sleep with all the 
paitkiiiar fealurea, the minute indKidiiat difrcmiitet, which 
distinguished tlwin In life from their fettows, so that when 
he sees them he can say to himself, for example, This is 
the very tiger that I speared yesterday ; his carcaiw Is dead, 
hut his spirit must be stlii all« “t or, “ That is the very; silmcm 
I caught and ate this morning ; t ecflatnly killed hi* body, 
hut clearly i have not succeeded in dcstroydiig his soul" ? 

No doubt it is possible tlial the savage has arrived at hi* 
theory of animat immortidity by si>nic such process of 
reasoning, but tlic supposition seems at least tnore far- 
fijtclied anti improbable tiutn in the case ol human 
immortalityi And if we iidmit Uie itistifTicicney of^ the 
explanation in the one case, we seem bound to admit it, 
though perhaps in a kss degree, in the other cast also, in 
short, we CCTietude that the theory of dreams appear* to be 
hardly enough by itself to.iceount for the widespread belief in 
the immortaiity of men and animal* J dreams have probably 
dooe much to confirm that belief, hut would they suffice to 
onginnte it? We may feasonably duubl iL 

Accmdingly we arc driven to cast about for some more 
adequate cxplanatioti of this prevalent and deeply rooted per 
suasion. In «a«h of *uch an explanation ^lerhaps we need 
go no further than the sense of lift whleli every man feels in |hto*Tm<4 
his own bnast* Wt have that to the savage death "-u- 
prcscnls rtself not as a natural iiecmaity but as a Umeutablc 
accident nr crime that cut* short an existence whieli. but for 
it. might have lasted for ever.* Thus afguine *rF«tilly Ifom 
Ilia own sensations he conceive* of life as an Indbtructihle 
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kind of energy, which when it disappears in nne foim must 
iitqesinrily reappear in another^ though in the new rortn it 
need in.n be im mediately iwrccptible by u% \ In other words^ 
he infers that death docs not de^ntimy the vital principle 
nor even the conscious personaJityi but thnt it merely 
transforms both of them into oUier shapes^ which arc not 
the less real because they commonly dude the evidence 
SCUMS. tf I am Wght in thus interpreting the 
thought of primitive mM, the savage view of the nature 
ol life Singularly rescoiblrs the modem sdentlhc doclrfue 
of ihe conservation of energy, Aoconling to that doctrine, 
mateml tn^tgy ever pedahe* or Li even dimitiished; 
■tritTFej, when h seems to suiTer din^inution or extinction, alt that 
happetu is thiit A portion ^ir the wJmJe of it hag twen 
transmuted into other shapei which, though qualitatively 
dilTcrent from, are quantitatively equivalent tOflJiu energy in 
itj oiigEiiai form. In short, if we listen to science, nndiiiig 
In the phydeal world is ever lost^, but all things are per- 
[Krtually changing : the sum of energy in the universe is 
cmistant and Invariable, though it tmilcrgoes cea^ielcss 
traxisrormai[ona.^ A simitar theory of the {ndestrLictibility 
of energy h imptidtly applieil by the savage to explain the 
phetiomena of life and death, and logioilly enough ho does 
not limit the applicaHofi to human beings but extends it 
to the lower nnimak Therein he shews himself a letter 
rea^ner his dvilbed brolher, who commonly embraces 
with avidity the doctrine of human immoruliry but rejects 
with acom, as derogatory to humun dignity, the idea that 
animals have imniortal snuU, And when he attempts lu 
confirm his own chcrijlierS belief in a tifc after death by 
appealing ip similar beliefs umcitig and inferrCng 

rrotn them a natural instinct of immortality, it b well to 
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rantntl liim he stands by Lliat n'jieaJ, he tnu»i, lik* 

ilie savage, coiwisteotly extetsd the privilege of imttiortaiity 
to the despiaed lower annnslig; for surely h is Improper far 
him to Jiiek md choose hia evidence so as to suit hb 
picposscssions, accepting those jarts of the savage erwd 
which tally wiilt his own and rejecting those which do not 
On logkiil and scientIHc gtotmdji he seems bound to believe 
either more or less: he must hold tliat men and luiimal* 
arc atilie ImmortBl or that neither of them is sft 

We have wen tliat many savages Iwk forward to a 
joyful resurrection of men and beasts, if only a ptotier 
care is taken of their skdctDiis; the same old bones, they 
imagine, will do duly met again in the next life, when 
they iuve been decently clad In a new earment of HesIl 
T his quaint fancy is reflected in many popular tales ^ not 
uncoRimonty the atiimal or man in liie story comes to life 
lame of a Itmb, because oitc of bts Ixnies has beeit «ateii| 
btolttuf, or lost.* In a Magyar talc, die hero is cut in pieces, 
but the scrpenl-kitjg lays llic boBes together in their pr^r 
Older, and washes them with water, whereupon the hero revives. 
His sliculdcr-blade, however, has been lest, bo the serpent- 
king supplies it* place with one of gold and ivory.* Such 
Stories, an Maniihardt has seen, explain why I’ythagoras, 
who claimed to have lived many lives, one after the other, 
was said to have exhibited hi* golden leg as a proof of his 
aiifjcniatuTuI pretciisiotw.* Doubllcw he explained that at 
one of his resutreclions a leg hiid been brtikcti or mislBift 
and that he had tepla«d it* like Mbs KlJmanscgg, with 
one of gold. Slmilarty, when the murderwl Pelops was 
restored to life, the shoulder which Demeter had eaten was 
made good with one of ivwy,* which was publicly exhibited 
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at Elta down to hlstorico) tfmei,' The story that one of the 
tQcmhcri of the inan(;lcd Osiris wft» eaten by fish, atiil that, 
when Isis ooUected Ms scattered Jimbs, she replaced the 
missing member vitli one of wood,* may perhaps bebng to 
the same circle of b>dle& 

There is a certain rule observed by savage huntCKi and 
fishers whidi, cnigmatJcaJ at first sight, may posalMy be 
«ii^<ud explained by this savage belief in revuriection, A tmvellcr 
'*** in America In the early part of the ninctceiitii century was 
told by a half-hrced Choctaw that the Indians'*had an obisciire 
story, somewhat resembling that of Jacob wrestling with an 
angel i and tliat the full-btcxxled Indians alwaj^s separate the 
sinew which shrank and that It h never jccn in the venison ex- 
poscii for sale; he did not know what thej- did with it. His 
older brothiT, whom I afterwards met, told roc that they cat it 
as a rarity i hut 1 have also hcarxl, though on less respectable 
autliroiity, that they refrain from ii, like the ancient Jews 
A gentleman, wht> had lived an the Indian frontier, or in the 
nation, for letr or fifteen years, told me that he had often 
been )rur]jrlsed that the Indians always detached this sinew \ 
but it hatt never ocenrred to him to inquire the reason,** 
James Adair, who knew (he Itidiruis of the South«Kastcm 
States intimately, and whose absurd theories appear trot to 
have (ilatorled hla view of the lacts. oliserves that “when in 
the woods, the Indians cut a small piece out of the lower 
part of (he thighs of the deer they kill, lengthways and pretty 
deep. Among the great number of venison-liams thty bring 
to our trading-houses, I do not remember to have observed 
one without it . . . And I have berm assured by a genllc- 
nun of character, who ts now an inhabitant of South 
Cufnlin*, and well acquainted w'ith the customs of the 
fiortherji Indians, that they also cut a piece out of the thigh 
of every deer they hill, and throw it away ■ and reckon it 
such a dangerous pollution to cat It as to occaslorn sichnee 
and other miafortuiies of sundry hintls, especially by spoUhig 
their guns from shooting with pfopet force aud direction." * 
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In inp3T recent time^ Ulc sUtemciit <jf Aiyir's tnformiutt SunrjtiM 
been TOiifirmed by* French FoiEsiofiiify, has 
publifihcd t\w "obscure story " to which the English im veil er cipWatiM 
Hodgson referip The Lmicheux fmd Hare-shin Iddkris who 
mmti the bkik steppei and forests Uiat sUetdi from i-!mJ- 
Buii% Bay to the Rocky MQiinlalnSp and nertbward to the 
frojKfi sea, aid forbldtlen by custom to cat the siwew of the 
legs of animala. To expUfn this custom they icU the fol- 
luwfng "feacred Atofy/' Once upon a time a man found a 
burrow of pnrciJpinWp and griing down liuo it nfter lEc 
porcupincit he lo^ his way in the darkmaa, till tt kind giant 
called " He who ^ces before and behind" released him by 
clcaA^ng open the cailk So the inaiii who^ic name wa^ 

** Fireks^t and Homdess^' lived with the kind giant^ and 
the giant hunted cl ant and beavers for him, and carded him 
about in the sheath of hh flint knik ** But knofWp my -ron “ 
said the giant, "that Ire who uses the iky as hh head i» 
angry with me^ and has sworn my destruction, if he ^iJaya 
me the clouds will be tinged with my blood ; they will be 
red with ft, probably/' Then be gave the man an Aace made 
cif the toutb of a gigantic beavcTp and went furth to meet his 
foev But from under the ice the man heard a dull muffled 
sound* It was a whale which was makiug this noise because 
It wait naked and coldf Wamod by the marii the giant went 
toward the whalci which took burn an shaiWi and rushed upon 
the giant It was the wkked giaiitp the hind enemy. 

Tire two struggled together for a Inng time, till the kind 
giant cried, * Oh. my soul ciit^ cut the sinew of the leg.*' 

The mini cut tire ainew, and tiie wicked gistnt fell down and 
WAS slain. That is why the IndiaTi* do not cat the sinew of 
the leg. Afterwards, one day the shy suddenly flunhed a 
fiery red. SO Mfeksa and Homekss knew that the kind gknt 
was no nmre, and he ivept/ 
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TTr* Ttm myth, j( h almost u> ah^m, docs not 

custoirt. People do not usualfy ob- 
ii4eiiq.^r/ wriTC 1 cti^ttim bceauae on a pariictiliLr ocotsion * mythical 
i!r«SIftJli is iicted £n a ccTtatn way. Elul, on 

(he contrary* diey very often invent my this to explain 
ibipci^ they praclise certain Dl^miftsing, therefore^ 

the itorj'of Pireless and Homde$s as ii myth invented to 
explain why the Indiana nk^tam from eating a particular 
^jnew^ i| tnay bo -suggested * ikal the onginaj reason for 
observing the custom was a botief that the sinew in quesdon 
was necessary to reproduct ion» and that deprived of it the 
slain animals could not come to life again and stock the 
stC[ipes mid prairies, cither of the present world or of the 
spirit land- We have seen that the resurrectxoti of atiirnak 
is » common article of savage faith, and that when the Lapps 
biiry the skeleton of the male bear b the hope of Its resnr- 
reclion they are caieful to bur>" the genitAl parts along with ih 
However, subsequent enquiries make it prohablelhat the litdlan 
practice of cutting out die hamstririg of deer has no other ob¬ 
ject than that of pievcnting caters of venison from going l4ine> 
Among the Clierokce, wt arc told* on killkig a dj^r tile 
hunter always makes an ind'^ion in the Idml quarter and 
removes tlic hjimstring, because this tendon^ ivhm severed, 
draws up into the Qesh ; ergo, any one who should un* 
fortunately pnrti^ke of the hamstring would find his llmba 
drawn up m the samo mansrer/^* TIius the luperditloii 
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«t!ms to rest on the tumtnoH principle of liomoeopalhic 
or imitative mogl?, tliat an cater mfecfci himself with itie 
i[ualil[cs <if the atiirtial of whose flesh he partakes. Many 
iniUnces Of the appUcation of that principle have met us 
alicady.’ 

ittH some huntimt hamslriug tlie game for a different 
purpoM ; they hope iJicrehy to prevent Uie dead beast or Us 
ghost fmtn getting up anU niiming away. This is the motive - 

iilleged for the practice by Kotil hunters in Laos ; the}' g,^ 
think (hat the spells which they utter in the chase may lose 
their magical virtue, and that the ataughtered aoinuil may itip 
consequently oCitne to life again and escap* To prevail that 
< 3 (astTxrpIte they therefore hamitriitg the beast as soon as 
they have butchered iL' Whai an Esquimau of Alaska b« 
killed a fox, he carefuily cuts the tendons of all the aultaal’a 
tegs in order to prevent tlic ghost from rtanintatjng the bwly 
and walking about.* Hal hinistrtnging tJid carcase is not llic ^ 
only measure which the prudent savage adopts for (he sake of 
disabling the ghost of bis victiiUi In old daya, when the Aino 
went out hunting and killed a fox 6rsl, they took care to tie 
its mouth up tightly in order to prevTUt tlw ghost of the 
animat from sallying forth and wanting its fellows against uhciu 
the approach of the hunter.* The Gilyaks of the A moor 
River pul out the eyes of the seals they have killed, teat the 
glicists of the slain animals abmild know (heir slay as and 
avenge their death by spoiling the scal-hunL* The ciiatom 
of putting out the eyes of slaughtered Lintmals appears Ui lie 
not uncommon among primitive peoples, and wu may jusjicct 
that even where a difFcrcnt reason is alleged for it, the true 
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original motive ivaa to bUnd the glio^t uf tlit 

injdjird ereature^ «nd s^o to incai^itACe tl for maliattng on 
the atnyer. Tlm^ when a Samoyed lias kilted a wilt! reiii- 
decT^ one of the finl thini:;^ he docs Is to cut out the c^-ca 
and throw them away in ordcf to cnsuic a good bog hi 
future''; and he burial the eyes In same place where no 
woman or adult girl li likely tu iteii aver them^ slmse thm 
also would spoH his luirk in the eliiiscL* Ainong the Uibcs 
of Southeast Afrim hunteni pluck out the right eye of auy 
animal they lin^'e kitli&d uud poor a ehnrtocd medicine into 
the empty sockeL* Among the Tlmmp^oo of 

BrilUli Columhb ti man whose daughter hns jusl arrived 
at puberty may not hurit or trap for a niunth^ or be wlW 
have no Juck> Mureover^ he sbould cut off the haul of the 
first g^uAsj he snare*, pluck out the tya, and Insert two 
small roots of the Fur^k In the orUiti and 

atVDthee in its moutli^ and having done stt he ougbr to 
bang up the bird's head above hii plltow. If he neglects 
tliesc pret^iuttons, he will not be sblc to iiiarc any more 
grcnmc or other small gurne.* No doubt ihe ceremonial 
pollutbn contmeted by his daughter at thta critical perl^Ml 
of Iier life h sup[ioscd to infect the Imnter and reiNJer 
him unacceptable to the game;* hence if ^emi a mere 
efementary dictate of prudence to bfwdwitth the grouite 
edectually by pttttitig out their eyes. Sometime^ jki- 
baps, the cutting out of the cy^ei of fierce and powerful 
animals may be a rational, not a superstkums, f^recautirm. 
Tims thr Kamtehatkans^ who stab with knb'cs the eyes 
of slain bears befufe they citt tlie carcases uj>^ allege as 
their teojion for doing so that berars which seem to be dead 
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of th'rfr wourwJs vrfll jwsfneUmcs revive And kill their ^rotikl 4 jc 


It appears to be a commem eufitom ’■^Lh sava^ hiititera 
to cut out the of the anirriiild which they kllh Ori fdUlllc Mil 

the arising).' of the forepoinp Gustomit we (iwy ewnjecture that 
the fctaovnl of Iht: longuet ia sometrmw a ptveautTEm to 
pie vent the ghoata of ihe creatiins from Iclltrtp their oti 
faie to Uidf syinpHllilsing commilcs, the Mvinp animal* of mfe^ a 
the iiiDt Ktirt, who would naturally be frighttiiod, and 
•o keep out of the humcf'a way, Thu*, for example, finmiviliiifl 
OmaJui buMt«« remove the tongue of a aUin buffalo 
through an openinp made in the animars throat. The 
tongue* thu* lemoved ate sacred and tnnj' not touch any 
trwl or metal eaecpt when they are boiling in the hettlcs at 
the aaered Usnt They are eaten as ntted fooil.* Indian 
bear-hHiilen cm out what ihq/ call the bear's little tongut (a 
fl«hy inasi utuicr the real tongue) mid beep it for good Uitb 
in hunting or burn it to determine, from its crackling and 
so on, whctlier the *oul of the stain bear ia angry with them 
or not.* In folk-tale* tbe hero commonly eou out the tongue 
of the wild beast which he l«a slain and peservea it as a 
token. The incident serve# to shew that the cuaiom waa A 
conimmi one. since folk tale* reflect with accuracy the customs 
nnri beliefs of a pimitlve agt* On the other hand, the 
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Kingues of ccrtiun anrmala^ A9 the otter and tJic rflfile, are 
sometimes worn rnund their necks };j.' Ttilmkeel 
tft^wirer and HaijJa shatnnns ns a means of conferrinj' superhuman 
Iiiuhm knowledge and (xiwer on their possessors/ In partJciiliir, on 
otter's tongue is sgpjKJsed to convey a knowledge of "the 
ni thrir langti^c of all tnaiiirnutc objectS) of bird it. niiimals, and other 

•. - cieatxires ” to the shaman, who xveam it In a Uttlc bag 

. hung round h|s neck.* When a Galla prtMt Mcrifices an 

animal and decides that the omens arc favouralile, he cutt 
ont the tongue, sticks his thumb through ft. and so flays tlic 
aitunat.' In certain cases Gal I as cut out the tongues of oT t^n 
and wear them on their heads as tokcKs.* In Bohemia a foxS 
tongue is worn as an araiitet to make a timid pet^n bold :* 
in OSdenfaurg and Belgium It ts a fetnedy for er,vaipctaa.* In 
Bohemia the tongue of a male make, if cut from the living 
animal on St George's Eve and placed tinder a person's 
tongue, will confer tlie gift of eloquence.’^ Tiie Homeric 
Greeks cut out the tongues of sacHlidal victims and tiumed 
them.* Aecorrling to some accounts, the tongues of the 
victims were assigned by the Greeks to Hermes, its die 
god of speech, or to h« human representalivn the heralds.* 
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On the jirinciples of sympalhetlc magic we might expect 
tbiit lieraliis should taste the tongues of sacrtfidal vie- 
Eiins to stfCEigihen llicif voices, or to atquifc the gift of 
tongues.' 

The conjecture that the practice of cutting out the torgwes OKtioM 
rtf dead ailimala may sotnelifnes be a precaution to pres ent 
their ehosts from idling tala, is to sotoe cKicnt confirmed a i^flcisil 

“ ^ mt. m 1 1 Ml vnid 

by a cciTcmoriy which ihc licchuanas uwl to ob^rve nftcr a u jnllicf V 
bitUle. It WM custoniaiy with them on these occftsiona to 
sacrihee a fine black ok. called the expiatory vicHiu (/fe-t™), XiiSS** 
cut off the tip of Its tongue, and extract oiuj of its eyes 
together with a piece of the hamstring and a piece of the 
principal tendon of tlie sliPUlflcr; and tlie severed parts were 
aftenrards carefully fried, along with some nieiUcinal lictbs, 
in a horn by a medicine-man. Tire reasons for ihus mutilat¬ 
ing lire ani'mfll were explained l>i' a native to two French 
missionarres- " If we cut out and purify the victicn’i tongue,^' 
said he, “ the motive b to Induce the guardian deities to 
pu:vent the eiiemy from speaking ill of tw^ “h aUo 
that the sinews of their foet and bands may fail them In the 
battle j and that their eyes may not cast a covetous look on 
our berda*' * In this custom the sacnficial ox ajipcsfs to be 
treated :is the ceremonial equivalent of the ctitany; aeeord- 
ingly by cutting out its tongue you obviously prevent yuur 
enemy frenn cursing you. for how can he curse you if he has 
no loiigue F SitnilarTy, by bamstrmE''’U If** ensure 

tha( the legs and anus of yOur adversary will fail him in the 
battle, and by gouging out the ok's eye you make perfectly 
certain that the foe will never be able to cast a longing eye 
on your fat beevtsi Thus for all practical pWTpcwa ihe 
mutiktlnn of the ox is quite as eflective as the mutifation of tx tjlL 
tire enemy's dead, which is sometimes practised by savaga 
frotn simUar superstitious motive*. For example, on the 
return from a fkid of buttle Utc Baganda tacd to cutup one or 
two of the enemy’s dead, scoop out the eyes, cut off the cars, flr n»tauHC 
and lay the limbs on the road taken by ihereturning army "to 
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prevent evU followinu them," ‘ The nature of the evil which 
the Brtjfamla warriom feared to hiewr if they did not miJta»te 
the Jead in tiib fastiion, ts not mentioned, hat wt may con- 
Jeetare that by |rcJU|;itijf out die eyti and ears of their 
Blatn fotj they boivd to make ihcjT angry ghojUa bliiMl 
ami deaf; or perhapi, u|ion the prindple* of hnniocofuithic 
magic, they counted on mattning their iiving foes rn tike 
manner. Snitie of the aborigtnefi of Australia cut off the 
thumbs of tJicJr dead enetnies in order that their ghosts may 
not be abte to throw s[Nntn,* Other AuKtralfan tribes bum 
off the tliumb nails of tliefr o^m dead to prevent the tKxir 
giitHt from scratching a way for tilmself out of the gmv*i&* 
Wiiwt (he Ttijji Indtaru of Bmdl killed and ute a priEoncr. 
" the thumb war cut off because of it* use in archerj', an art 
concerning whtcit they were singularly supcratitinus; what 
wa* dune with it does not appear, cjccept thnt it was not 
eaten like the rest"* Ferhaiw these Indians, like the 
AustralLtnt, thought by ihia mutilaricm to disarm tlw 


ilangemux ghost of their victim. When any bad man died, 
the Esquimaua of Bering Strait used to cut ilie sinews of 
his arms and legs, “in order to prevetil the shade fmra 
returnittg to the body and causing it to walk at night as a 
ghoul,"* In Travsncorc the ghosts of men who have been 
hanged for mordcr are particularly dreaded ; so in order to 
incapacitate them from roaming about and attacking people, 
it used to be oistamary to slice off a criminar* heel* with a 
sword or hamstring him at the inoineiit when be swung fits! 
from the ladder.* TIk Oinaha fmiians used to slit the soles 
of a man who had b«u killed by lightning In order to 
prevent hb ghosl from walking.^ Among the Awembn of 
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Korthcm Rhodecb mwrdntxrts often Inflicted shocking mutn^- 
ikmA on the bodto of their vfciim*. TW^ was done, it b 
$ald^ to prevent the SfHrit of the mtirdercd {^rgon from 
exacting vmgeatiot, aad even if <wil>- tlie joint of the first or 
the Uttle ftngtr were cot oft; roch muinatron would sijflioe 
for thb poipfisei'* * These exa4np1ef si^ctiC that muny other 
motflatbns whtcb sarages pmclijc on their dead enefnles 
mtxy sprhig, not fmm the blind fury of hiitrcd« but ffom 
a cool odculaticm of the be^t mode of protecting them* 
selves against the very nature] resentment of the ghosts; 
by mutflatifig the ccicpie they apparently hope to maim the 
ghost and to to render him Incapable of harming them* 
At all o-ents it appears that in certain circumstancet iiome 
savages treat the dead bodici of men and beasts much alikci 
by hamatringlng them In order to prevent their ghosts from 
getting np and wdking^ So ennsistent and impartkl b the 
lifimitive philosopher In his attitude to Che spirit world. 
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CHAPTER XV 


Till; rROPITIATION OF n\* KAliMtRS 

I ji TAi Efumiff ir/fA4 Cr<>ps 

Besides which primitive man cfreaLfs for their 

strength and ferocity* and those u'hich he revenea nn account 
wiikfa Hfctftu of the benefits which he expects from ihero^ tliere I* another 
ciass of creatures which he sometimes deems it necessary to 
conciliate by worship and sacrifice These are the vermin 
that infest hia crops and bis cattle. To rid hutusd/ of these 
deadly foes ihe farmer has r^ourBe to matiy supenrUtious 
devicca* of which, though some arc meant to destroy 
or intimidate the vermin, others aim at propitiatitig ihem 
and persuading them by fair means |o spare the fruJta of 
the ^rth and tlie lienis. Thus Esthimiaii peasants* in the 
island of Ocsel, stand in gresat awe of the wecvnl^ an iiifed 
which Is exceedingly deitmctlve to the gram. They give it 
a fine naTm, and {f 4 child is about to kill a weevil they say* 
“ Don't do it; the more we hujt him* the more he hurts us^^ 
If they Find a weevii they bury it in the earth insim) of 
killing it Some evim pul Ihe weevil under A %tone in the 
field and u(rercDni to it They dunk that thus It Is appeal 
and doct less Amongst the Saxont of Tmiis>dviiuin, 

fn order to keep sparrows frofii the corni the sowet begins by 
throwing the hiat handful of seed backwatdu over his head* 
sayings " That ti for yoii* upantnr^** To guard'the com 
against the attacks nf leaf-flies he shuts his eyes 

and scatters three hamlfuls of in differctit direcitcHts, 
Having maxle this offenng to the leaMhea he feds sure that 

• r. o. **’ OnIlUnK,^ miAm liL H*& 

^ iriOrta* 3 {CkifpU, ^ 


ctiAr. 


Tifil EXK^JSS O F THE CROPS 


in 


the)' will spare the com. A Tmnsylvantan way of wcuting 
the crop» against all tiirds, bcaatss and itiHscLi:, is this: After 
he ha£ finished sowing, tlie sower goes once more from end 
to end of the field rmitating the gesture of sowing, but with 
tui empty liimcl As fie does so he saysi ** 1 sow this Tor the 
animals; I sow It for everything that flies and creetis, that 
walhs and stands, that sings and springs, in the name of 
God the Father, ett"* Tlie Hur.«l9 of the CarpalhiaiiiS 
believe that the bite of the weswd is poisoncnia artd that the 
animal commits ravages on the cattle. Yet tliey take care 
never to kill a weasd, lest the surviving kinsfolk of the 
deceased should avcngie hU death on the herds of his 
murderer. They even celebrate a festival of weasels either 
on Sc. Mfliihew’s day (pth Augost, old style, alst August, 
new style), or on St Catherine's day (24th November, old 
style, 6th December, new style), On ihul day no work 
may be done, lest the weasels should harm the herds,' Tlte 
following is a German way of freeing a garden from cater¬ 
pillars, After sunset or at midnight the mistress of the 
bouse, or another female member of the family, walks all 
round the gsttJett dragging a broom after her. She must 
not look beiilad her. and mnst keep muimoring, "Good 
evening, Mother CaterpUUr, you shall come with your 
iiushatid to church." The garden gate is left open till 
the following morning.* 

The attempts thiu made by European peasants to 
mollify the rage and avert the ravages of vermin Have their 
eeuintcrpart in the simiiar observances of savagei When 
the Matabclc find calerpillats in their fields they pot an ear f>f 
com in a calabash, fill the vessel up with caicrpillara, and set U 
down on a path leading to another village, hoping thus to 
induce the Insects to migrate thUlxer,* The Vabim of German 
New Guinea, imagine tluit the caterpillars and worms which 
infest their fields of laro are animated by the souls of 
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the deacf ; hence in arctcr to rid the cropid of ihese 

vtfitiin they poJitely request the insects to Icat'e the fields- 
nurl repair to the village. ^ Ve IcKiusts, worms^ and eater- 
pi llaTTA,"* they “ who have died or han|3x?d yourselv'esi 
or have been killed by x fnliing log or des^ureci by a ^Irark^ 
go into the village.'^ * There k a certatn atit ivho£« de^ 
atructive ravages Are dreaded by tlie people of Klas. 
Generalty they wage war or it by mi^ans traps ajid other 
devices; but at Llie time of the race-harvest they certse to 
call the insect by its common jiamc, and refer to it tinder the 
title of Sibata, a good spirit who k supposed to protect die 
crop from harm’ In Soudt M tr^apur^ when locusts tUreaten 
to eat up the fruits of the cartf^ the i>eople catch one, 
decorate hift head with a spot Of red lead, salaam to him, 
and let him ga After these dvHides he immediatdy 
departs along wiUi Ids fellowjL^ Among the VVajagga of 
Gemum Ka^^t Africa loroerers a t tempt to rid the helda 
of loctists by cAtclung one of ihe insit<U, tying its legi 
together, and lei ting it fly away* after chaj^ing the creature 
lo IcBit the swarm to the lands of a neighbouiing ami hcMtile 
chief.* The Wagogo, another tribe of German East Africa, 
catch one of the birds which infest their garden^ and, having 
drenched ii with a charmed stufTp they ndca« tlic bird in 
tlie hope that il may entice all its enmpanbnf away into 
the forcsL* 

Sdfnetlmea in dealing with vermin the famici aim^ at 
hitting a hajipy moan between excessive rigour on the one 
hand and weali indulgence on the ether: kind hut Rrm, he 
tempera severity with mercy. An ancient Grech trcatiiiC eui 
fanning odvFscs I he hustiasulman w^ho would rid hi^ Eandi of 
mice to act thus: " Take a abwt of piper and write on h os 
fnllown: * 1 ndjiire you* ye mice here present, that yz ntltht;r 
injure Tm nor suffer another mouse to do so. I give you 
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yonder fidi.1 ’ (here you specify the field): ‘ but if ever I 
wtch you here again, hy the Molhcif of the Gods I will rend 
you In seven picecs/ Wnlo lliis. and stick the p«[«T on an 
unhewn stone in the fietd before sunrise, taking cftrc to keep 
the written side iiiJ."' In the Ardennes they say that to 
get rid of rats 3 rOU ahould repeat the follovL'ing words: “ iineit 
Dftt/tt Vfiitvm. htnte rats and femaJe rats, t 
eonjure you, by the grejit Cod, to go out of my house, out of 
all tny baWtntIons, and to betake youtsetves to such and such 
u place, there to end your days. D/ereftt, tvutrm 
tmnuas virgQ fetent, f/rwear, Jttslitiat.'' Then write the 
sane wonls oh piec^ of |3aj>er, fold them tip, stid place one 
of them under the door by which the rats aie to go forth, 
and the other on the road which they are to take, This 
exorcism should be perforTHcd ut sunn so.* Some years ago 
an .'American farmer was reported to have written a civil 
letter to the ratji, telling them that his crops were short, that 
he could not afibnl to keep them thixmgh the winter, that he 
had been very kind tO tiiem, and that for their own good he 
thoiigtit they hiui better Itsive him and go to sente of hia 
ncigblviurs who had more grain, Tlii* document he pinned 
to a po»l in hii bam for the rats to read.* The mouse 
is one of the most dreaded enemies of the rice-ciPp tn 
Ceicbtii. Many therefwe are the prayer* and incantations 
which pnidcnt farmers resort to for the purpose of keeping 
ibc vermin from their fields. Thus, for example, a man 
will mn round hi* field, saying, " Pfuncr Is your name. 
Creep not thraugb my rice. Be blind und deal. Cmp 
not ihtough my rice. U you tnust creep through ric^ 
go and creep liirtnifih other rice." The hJliowing formula is 
equally effective: " Pruner is yretr teal rarat Mouse is 
your by-name. Down in the evening land Is the stone 
on which you ought to sit; in the west, in Java, Is your 
abode** Or again: "O Ixmgtall. LongUil, cal not my 
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rite. Ik is the rjcta of a jjdncc. It b ihe field of one who 
b rcvnjied.^ * Thu Aiiio of Japan bcllwc that Got! fiimt 
cfuatcd rsLiA and mice at Hnim koian, which mcani rat 
ptai:^.'* Indml^ there arc a great marhy rata and mice 
there even now* and the i>ct>p!e of the vUbgc worship mice 
acid ofTer them lihattons and sacred ^sltclcs whittled at the 
top into shavings, Gmtefu] for these attentiona, tlif; mice 
spare the gardens and will not nfbhie at the mots and the 
Tmits* But if the people omit tn w'orship the mice, or if 
the)' are rash enough to speak evil of them* the erefttnres 
art atigiy and eat op Ihe garden produce. The havoc which 
rats and mice now work fn the gardens of ihc Aino eiTry 
year b attcibulcd to the njodem neglect of the jr^eople tti 
worship the vermin-* 

SomedmcR the desired object is suppo^ to be attfiintd 
ifflM M by treating w'ith high dbtinetJon one or tvro chosen individuats 
1*^^ of the obnoxious species^ while the rest are pursued with 
relentless rigour. In the Kasi Indbn wiand of l^aii^ (he 
* mice which ravage ihe rice-5elds arc caught in greal numbers, 
pmatii and bumtid in the same way that corpses arc buttled- But 
*^ 11 ™ captured mice arc allowed to five, and receive iv 

tistm* little packet of white 1 inert. Then the people bow^ down 
before them* before gods^ and lot tbem In the 

Xangean orchipelaga, Xast IndleSj when the mice prove 
very destructful to the rice-crop* the fM^pIe rid themselves 
o.f the pest in the folSnwm|; manner On a Friday^ ^^'hen 
die usual service in the mosque IS Over, four pairs of niloe 
arc solemnly united ba marriage by the prJesL Bach pair is 
then shut up in a mlmoture canoe about a ftxjl long, Theie 
canoes are fiiJed witli rice and other fruit* of the earth, snd 
the four pali^ of mice ssre then escorted u> the sea-diuTe 
just as if it were a real wedding. Wherever the proiwisroil 

passes the people ixsit with all their might on thefr ricC' 
blocks. On rejachEng the Ahote, the canrwd, with their little 
inmates, am iaundticd and Jeft to the mere)-of the ’wind* wd 

* Cw. Vun, “KttiJp ilHdcdec;ljnfc« * J, SAldHlis/^ 7k Avrm --ww 
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wavrt.' When Jhe fiirms of tbcSfluDyaks or ll»ns of Sarawak 
ire much postered by bird* aiul insects, they catch a speci¬ 
men or ci^rkiiul of vermin {one sparrow, one 
and so on), put them in a tiny boat of Lurk wcll-stocked ^ «th 
pre-vislona! and then allow the little vc^d with -ts obnoMoos 

passengeoi to float down the river. If ^ ^ 

away, the Dyaks rewrt to what they deem a 

more efToclual mode of areompIkshiuE 

make a clay crocodile as lane a5 life and » '^PJ" 
the fields, where thej- ofTcr it food. 

oaeriflce a fowl and a pig before .h Mo I by t^« 
ilicnlimw, tire ferocious animal very soon gobbles up ^ the 
crealurcs that devour lire cropi* In sojm parts 
the peasant, though he kilb field mire and grey mT« without 
«™!Jn?wayss^are. white mice, ’^befindsa wlnl«e 
he tik» It up flirefnlly. and makes a comTwtable bed for d 
in ihcwindolv; forifit<Ji«J^be’ucbofthchOU^w^^^^^^ 
cone and the grey mice would multiply fearfully in the 
drrelliii-* 1-' if ^be field* or vineyards are revag^ 

bX«;* or beetles, some of the women will a^mblc w. b 
dishevelled hair, catch » few of the insects, and mare wi ^ 

M . funeAl .» . =Fi»8 « - 

. a£. »nJ tolta Wh. h.^ left >» 

dtele uken ^ ""I repe««=<l <-' «» “""‘"I f’“”i 

beet! esw they hope to bring about the death of dictii aM, 
Wlrer^tatJpiUars invaded a vineyard or field tn Sy^B. e 

virgins were gathered, and on' hurled 

and a girl made Jm .nolher. Then they bewded and burred 

it Thereafter they conducted the ■ mother to 

where the caterpillare were; eotisoliitfi her. »* ** 

rh^terpillare udgbl tcav, the garden.* On the first of 
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Scialemb^f* ghls "* ittiilc^ mnll coffins of turtiips *itiil 

other vc^tnblc^ onchjise flitrs and other insets In tliom^ atsd 
then bury thorn with a great show of mourning,"^ Jii 
South Africa sx pliiguo of caterpillars is iwnofeii by a 
numbitT dT flurall Caffre girfa, who go siugmg ihrougli the 
fields. They wail ss they pass throLigh the languiiJiifjg 
Crop^ and Lbua invoice the asd and pJty of some 
• spirits. 1 he Tnoiirnfut ntc ends with a djiacc on n plot oi! 

grtiuxid Dverlootting the fields.* 

Delagoa tJ.iy ihej^ thrives a mall hrowti 
beetle whkh is very destructive to the beans and msuaL 
Baronga call it «*?««,. In Deceml«r or January-* 
ktxKm when ilic rrufects b^in to wpmefj ate sent to collect 

them from the beanstalks in shcIK When they hatve done 
M* a t^^'in girl is charged with the duty of throwfng Ihe 
Insects into a neighbouring Inke. Accompanied by a woman 
of mature years and catty'ing the beetles in a calabash, the 
girl goes on hcf iiLts^^lari without waying a wnrcl to any one- 
At her back marchcf the whole troop of women^ thelf urmi, 
wabts, and heads covered with gra*s and bolding m their 
hands brandies of man foe with large Eiravcs which they w^ave 
to and fro, wbfJe they chant Ihe wofids, awa}'^ 

Leave our fields f go away I leave om fields! ** 

The liuEc gtil ihrnwa her calabash with the beeiJcs into the 
wtticf without looking behind her^ and thcreitpon the women 
bellow out obscene songs^ which they never dan: to utter 
except on this ncciaioti and at the ceremony for making 
ralix* 

Cdiriii Another moiic of getting nd of vemfri amJ other noxIoiiJ 
TmnfiMu creatures without hurting their feelings of shewing them 
k to make images of them, Apdloniua of Tyana 
laraik B laid to have cleared Antioch of scorpimts by ma-kifig a 
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bfQTiKC ttnaffc of a ncorpion and biityJhif it iiiider a amall 
pillar in iht middle of the cily.‘ Norther, it in rei>nrtod liiat 
he rrecd CoTifiiantinctple from nie» by meann of a bronro fly. 
and from gnats by meann of a bronw giwt.' In the Middle 
Ages Virgil pass^ for an enchanter and is said to have rid 
Mapla of flies and grasshoppers by bronu or copper tmagea 
of these insects; and tthen the waters of the city were 
infested by leeches, he made a golden Icwh, which put a 
stop to the plague,* It !s feported that a mosrjue at hca 
used to be protected agafnat scorpions by an itnage of a bird 
Iiotdhig a scorpion in its beak.* An Arab wntcr ieU« of 
a golden locust which gnarded ascertain town from a plague 
of ] oenflts t and he also mentions two braaeit oxen which 
checked a murrain among cattle.* Gregory of Toura tells us 
that the city of Paris used to be free of dormice and serpents, 
but that in hi» lifetime, while they were cleaning a sewer* 
lliey found a bronic serpent and a bremae darmouse and 
rcitios'cd them, “Since then" adds the good bis^p; "dot* 
mice and serpents without number have been seen in Paris." 
When Ihcir land was overran with mice, the niiliRtinea made 
golden Images of the vermin and sent them Out of the 
country in a new cart drawn by two cows, hoping that the 
real mice would simultaneously deport,’ So when a swarm 
of rorpents aflllclcd the jicratlitcs in the desert, they madB a 
serpent of brass and set it on a poje as a mode of staying 
the plague.* 
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Some of the Greek gods wem worshipijed under titles 
cicfiv^ed from the vermin or Other p<^ts which they were 
^upjKfiscd to avert nr e>£tc™ittate. Thus wo hear of Mouse 
Apollo/ Apolto/ HTid Mildew Apotio;* of LocuHt 

Hercules and Wora-kiHing Hetcules ; * of Fojcy Dionystaa i* 
and of Zeiis the Fly*catchef or Averter of Flies/ If ivc 
could trace all thc^c and similar worships to ihcir urigiOi 
we should pfoh^ly find that they were at first addres^^edp not 
to the high gods as the pfotcctors of mankind^ but to iJic 
baleful thiitgs theiT!»elvw^ Ihe mjce^ locuits* mildew^ and so 
forth I with the intention of flultenrti* and soolhing them^ of 
disarming iheir inalignllyp and of pcrsaadlrig; them in spare 
thdr worahippciu We know thftt the Romans worshipped the 
mildew^ the fermcf'fi plagr^c^ tindef its own proper namt^ 
The r^va^s commltli^ by mice arnotig the cjo[m both In 
ancient and modem times arc notorious/ and according to 
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a tfadilioti which may be substantially conect (iic worship of 
the Mouse (Sminthcus) Apollo was Inhtimted to avert ihem. 
Hie image of a mouse which stood beside Apollons tripod m the 
nofl'i temple ill the Troad,' may Ur compared witli the ^Idet. 
liijce which the Philistiucs made for the purp^ of nddfng 
tbemEclves of tU vermin ; and the tame mice kept in his 
sstictuaty, together with the white mice which lived under the 
altar‘would on ihb bypothesia U parallel to the white mioe 
which tliB BohcmUui peasant still ctwlshes as the best way 
of keening down the pumbem of their giey-coated b««u^ 
An Oriental counterpart of the Mouse Apollo is the andriit 
olllar or rude idol which the Chams of Indi>-China call 
yiiH^ uAu^ or ■' god rat," and to which they offer sacnfices 
whenever rats infest their fields in c^fCCMive mimUrs. 

Anotlier epithet applied to Aijolto wbieb probably admits 
of n slmlUr cicplanaiioti is Wolfish. \ l^ends «l 

forth how the god received the title of Wolfish he 

cKterminalcfl wolvci;‘ indeed this functitm was dcfimtoly 
ftttribuM tx* him by tiic epltbci Wotf-slajer. Arfumg 
frnm the analogy of the preceding cases, we may supi^ that 
at fimt the wolves thetnaelve were propitiated by fair wO 
u„d aicrificcs to induce them to space man and Uast; ami that 
at a later time, when the Greeks, or rather the «i ig ten 
iwrtion of them, had oulgtown this rude form of wortWp, they 
transfcired the duty of kiwpiog off the wolves to a tMcficenl 
deity who discharged the same useful office for other pests, 
such as mice, locusts, and mildew. A «nMnis«iice o the 
dir<5Ct iwopitiatfcin of the fkra and dangcioia beast* lU™- 
Klves is pmserved in the legends told to explain the nn^i> 
of the Lyceum or Place of VVolv« at “f jhe 

siiiictuary of Wolfish Apollo at SEcyoa. t is . 

once, when Athens was Infested by wolves, AimlI* toinmandcd 
sacrifices to be offered On the Plato of Wolves and the smell 
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prtDv«tl fAul to the anim:its^^ Simibrty al Sicyon^wHcii the 
ftockj ^tiBcred hif^vily from the ravsiges of the same 

god dirented the Bhephc^dsii to ftet forth mrat mi!<cd with 
a eeiiaitt bark, and the ivqIvca devoured the tainted meat 
ami Thc« legends probably refieet rn a tlbturted 

form an old custom of lacrlfking to the wolves, in other 
words of feeding them lo molttfy thcEr feroefty and win theJr 
favour We know that such a custom prevdied among the 
Letts down to ccKnparatjvely recent times. In the month of 
I3cccmher, about Christmas time, they sacrificed a goat to 
the wolves^ with strange idolatrous rites a cro^road, for 
the purpose of inducing the wolves Lo sjiare the Hocks and 
iierds. After offering the sacrifice they used to brag that 
nu beast of ihcirs would fait a victim to the ravening maw 
of a wolf for all the nest of that y&tr^ no^ not though the 
pack were to run right through the herk Sacrihm of ihk 
voft itc rqioiied to have been sccTedy ofTcred by the Letts 
OA late 13 the seventeenth century ;• and if wc knew mote of 
peasant life in ancient Greece we might find that on winret 
days, while Aristotle was expounding his philo^hy in the 
Lyceitm tw Place of Wolves at Athens, the Attic peasant 
W 1 LS still carrying forth^ tn the crisp ftmty ah* his offering to 
the wolves which all night long had bc<m howling roimd his 
sheepfold in a snowy glen of Farnes or Fentelkus- 
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CHAPTER XVI 

TlIS TRAjrSMtaRATION Of HOMAK SOUtJ INTO AHIMAI5 

WlTUr many savajits a icason fiir dCfi^tlng wid "_P"^ 
c^xtam 3 j*ci« of animal* f* a belief that the »eL. of d«Ml 
kiinifolfc^ Meed m these creatures. Thus (he Indian* *f 
Cayenne tefuac to cat certain larpc fish, beoiilK »ay 
Ihi the smil of «>inc one of ihcir idatinn* might be in the 

fish, and that hence in eating the 
the soul' The Piafoai Indians of the DfWW U1 eve that 
the tapir h Iheir ancestor and that the waU of the dying 
transmigrate bto anlmab of that sp«i^ Hence tlicy 
never hunt iJlc tapir nor eat its flesh. It jnay 
their crops with impimity : they- will not attempt to ward it 

believe in the transmigration of souls; it 18 espeaaUy wd 
the form of jaguars that they to be bom ^'*1; 

they refuse to attack a jaguar except b>‘ 
reiribuHon forwtne wrung he ha* done them. 7^''f 
of transmigruHon finds favour also with the Qu,^« India^, 
an old man told the Italian tiaveUtr Osculati t^i the soul 
b a breath which paae* fmffl the human body -rto an 
animal, and on the death of the animal di. ft* its 
another body.* The Caingna Indiana of raraguay think that 
the souls of the dead which are wnAWe to depart this are 
bom again in the shai* of animals; for that reason many of 
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th™ »riitc to «t th* ficshof the dometitfc betauae they 
%i^y, ^ 1 Tc 8. inaru''^ Usjco when a Sp^ntord was out hunthfi 
with two ViroA [iidian^of 1’cnj, chej^ passed ft deserted bowse 
in whfeb they saw ft fme jaguar. The Indimis drew the 
Spntiiard awny^ and when he a^ked w'hy iticy did not attack 
the atiitBiih they sjitd j ^ It was our sfeter. She died at the 
last mins. We abamJoned the hut and on the scqciud niglii 
ahe came back. Tt wsls the beautiful jaguarr* Similarly 
m misslonaty remafked of the Chiriguanos India4Ui of Bolivia 
that they mtut Ivave tonie hlca of the imnsielj^ration of souls; 
P-if One d^y while be Wits untb a woman of the tribe 

wJto had left her daiiffliter in a iiel|;hbouiTiij; village, she 
starti!^ At sight of ft fox pasmtipr and rxekimed, ” May 
il iii»t be llie soul of my daughter who hsks died?*'* The 
ColnmbiAn Indians in the district of Fopayan wj]] not kill 
the dtser of their forests^ imd entertain such a respect for 
ibtsc anim-ds that lliey view with horror and indignation 
any owe wlio dares to cat venison In thdr presences Tlicy 
say that the aouls of persons who have Led a good life ate in 
titc deer** Iri like manner the Indians of Califomfa fomierty 
itifused to eat the flesh of lar^ game, bccaiK they bdd 
dut the bodies of all targe animnifl contained the souls nf 
pa.'it generations of men and i^irrncn. However, the Indians 
who were ifuiintained at the Spanish tuiitsioni and received 
thdr fatbns in the forrii of beef, had io tr^'crcome their 
consdentioin tcruples in regard to cattle. Once a half^castep 
wlihtng |o amu^ himsdf At the ex^KnEC of ihe devout» 
cooked A dish of beards feish fat them and told thcni it was 
bedl They ate heartily of it, but when they leaitieil the 
trick that had be»Ti played tm them^ they wjere Mated with 
tetcbitigs, which only ended with the rcftppearancc of the 
obtioxlmismeRl A reproach hurled by the wild tribes at rhclr 
bn^ihrm who bad fallen tinder Hinopean infliicnce was “ Thc)‘ 
cat venifonl'"* Callforniftn tmliftinii have been known to plead 
for the life of an old grititly sbc-beiir^ ticca use theyrtbought 
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it hcMiscJ Ihc soul of a dead graridam. whow withered feaiurcs 
had home some likmiws to the wrinkled fa« of the bear. 

'llie doctrine of the IraiistnruralUjn of liutnnn 40ul» 
into animal bodies is vievi'ed with great favour by 
the tiegn>« of northern Guitiea* tn different of the 

different species of aidmala are accoonted sacn^, Mtrftob N 
because tltcy are suppoeied to be animated by the spirit* Ahie*, 
of the dead, iicnee monkeys near Fisbtown, snakes 
at Whydah, and eiocodilcs near Dia Cove live in the rtdour 
of sanctity.* In tlie lagoon of Tendo. on the Ivory Cck^ 
of West Africa, there is a certain sacred islet covered with 
impenetrable senihv on which no native dare set foot. It fa 
pcoplctl only by countless huge bats, which at cvernng quit 
the island by hutidrwls of thousands to lly towards the Rtver 
Tanoe. which (lows into the lagoon. Tlie natives say tlrat 
ihesrfr bats arc the souU of the dead, w ho irtire during die day 
to the holy isle and are hound to present tiieoisclra Cve^ 
nifiht at the abode of Tano, ilic gnat and good fetish who 
dwells by the river of his name. Faddling past the island 
the negroes will not look at it, hut turn away their licad^t A 
Kuiopcari in crossing the lagoon wislicil t« shoot one of the 
bats but his boatrren imploted him to refrain, lest he s lou 
kill the soul of one of ihdr kinsfolk.* In the Mopane country 
of Sonih AfriM there Is, or used to he. no clicck on ii« 
increase of lions, because the nativie*, believing that the soiils 
of Uldr chiefs entered into the animaU, never attempted to k>l 
them : on the conlrart*. whenever they met a hon they salutcil 
him in the usual fsuihion by clapping their handit. H«ice the 
countiy was so infested by lions lhal tenlBhtetl in 

fields, often slept for saftiy in tree** Similarly, the Makangn, 
who occupy the angle Irciwccn the Zatribcsf and Shim rtv'em. 
refrain from killing Hons because tho' belle™ that the mplriU 
uf dead chiefs enter into them * The Arnambwr u„lvw*Uy 
lUppofc that theif reigning chief turns at diuilh into » hon, 
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The Bahtoiii of Aiikole, in Central Africa, also imagine lliat 
Llieir dGul kings arc changed Into lions, Tliefr corpses are 
drned to a forcit caJlod EnsaiiKit where they He Jn state for 
several da>% At the end of that time the body is supijosisd 
to burst anil give forth a lion cuh^ which contains the spirit 
of tiic tJcaicimd king* The animmi is nurtured by priests Iill 
it U grown lip, when it is relcaicd and allqwcd to roam the 
forat with the other lions- It is ttic duty of the priests m 
feed and care for the lions and to hold coEnmtnilcatiOns with 
the dciul klngis when occasion ariBes. For that purpose the 
priESits always Uve in a Lciuple In the foreit, where they 
receiii'e fiequent ufTmngs of oattlc for the liona. tn this 
forest the IJons are sacred and may not be hilled* but m 
other pan* of the country they may be slaughtcfed with 
Imjwnity. Slmibrly, Ihc iioliima think that at death the 
king's wives are changed into joopofds ; tlie transformation 
lakes place hi like manner through the bursting of the dead 
btxilcs in a belt of tlic same sacred fbirst There tlie feopard^ 
are dally fed with ofleringf of rneat by priests, whose odice 
h hcreditaryi Further^ the Bahtma are of opiiuon that the 
spirits of dead princes and princeatjia come to life again in 
the farra of snakes^ which burst from their dead bodies ia 
another belt of the same forest l there Is a temple In the 
forest where pnesls feed arut guard the holy wrpenti Wlum 
the little snakes have ksued from the coquet of ihe princev 
they are led with milk tilt they are big enough to go nlone^ 
The £) Kiborim dun of die in East Africa, fmagine 

thi\i when murrled men nf the elan are buried* their bont> 
turn into Ksrpcntv Hence the E| Kibofon di> not, like the 
other Miisal, kill snakes: on the tviitrafy they are glad to 
see the teptilES in the kruol and set out saucent of milk and 
honey for them m the ground. It b laid that ariakes never 
bite fncinbem of the clan* The Ababu and other Irlbes of 
the Gongn reginit believe that at death their louls tran^ 
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cptgrate into the bodies of irtifioiiii anfmaVi, mch oa the 
bippDpotaniusr the leopariJ, the gimUa, und the gaielte; and 
on no account i%‘OiiId a inaii cut the flesh of au untrn»l of the 
pArtlcular kind which he cxjjecls to inhabit to the nest lift* 

Some of Itie CafTr» of the Zambesi rt^on. in I'oTtugiieiie 
territorj', who IxsIieVC in the traiutmigiation of hiiniiin rotili 
Into the bodies of animals, judge of the ^^pccici of atiimab 
Into which a dead person lias trajiBtoigraled by the ptiscin- 
blsnce which he bore to it in his lift Thus, the ftoul of 
a big burly man with prominetit teeth will paa into an 
elephant; a strong man with a long beard will betoinc a 
lloti j an ugly man witli a large moutii and thick lips will 
be 8 hyaena; and so on. Animals s«in>«secl to be tenanted 
by the spirits of the dead are treated as sacred and Invulner¬ 
able. Wlwn a I’orlugiJcsc lady, named l>ona Maria, to 
whom the blacks were much attached, had deptirled this life* 
it chanced that a liyacna came repeatedly by night to the 
vfllage and carried off pigs and kids. The Indy's old slav« 
would not do the crenturt! tl'e ainailcst hurt, saying, " It i* 

Dona Maria, our good mistress, tihe is hungry and comes 
to her houiuf seeking what slic may devour,*’* 

The belief that the souls tjf the dead transmigtate into 
the bodies of animal* appears to be widely diffused among tueiaiim 
the tribes of Madagascar, ’Hius, for example, the souls of 
the tiBUilGO ate thought after death to be reborn in bw* WllilcHJl. LD 
coiistrictotss crocodiles.and cub of a ijarticitlar soi t according 
to their rank in life. It is the nobles at all events the 
most lIluatrtDUs of tlictn, who Iwvc the privllcfie of turning 
into boa-conslrictor* at death. To fiiciiitatc die transforino- 
tion the corpse «f a dead nobk ii strapped to Lhe central 
piUnr of his ho«»e, and the produci* of UCTompraitinn are 
coUected in a silver bowl. The largest of the worm* which 
arc bred in the putrid tiiiuld h believed to contain the soul 
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of Ulcr dt-iul noblemad 4 Uid to itcvcS<?p iii clue time ifllo i» IhM' 
constrJetor. Accordingly thc^c huge ’scfXJCfits nre ft^ardn^d 
OA ecred by the lJetsii<Ki; flobmfy would dare to hill one oi 
Iheitt The pcejilc go down on their knees to them and 
fjlutc Hiem, ju&E Ah they would do to a real 1h~e noMoman. 
it U a luapjjy day when a bon-ccn^irictor deigns to visit the 
villuge which bt Torincfly inhabited iti human form He 
An ovation rrorii hi A family. They go forth to meet 
him, spread sUk fw him to crawl upon, and carry him ofl" to 
the jiuhlic where he h allo^vcd to gorge Nmsclf with 

tho hlood of a iftcdliceiJ ox. The Aonis of commonen of 
good itfltidlfig traiiAinignttc Into the bodies of croeodileSi 
and irt thdr new form atUI serve tiielr old |KirtEciilarly 

by announcing to tficrri Uie approach of ihe hour ^Ij^n they 
must shu^e out of the Inimisn frame into the frame frf 
bm-const rictoHi La-stly, the settm of the populaliDn turn ai 
death into ceK abd to render the change as cOav for them 
a» poMible it l« customary tci remove die biHveh fmtn the 
tiUtpsc anil thmw them into a sacred lake. Tlie eel that 
swallowA die fint mouthful Ijcconics the cJomicik of the soul 
of the deceased No Ikrtiilco would eat such eels.* Again, 
the Aitiank^raita, a tribe in the extreme nordt of Madagascirt 
bdic^'c that the spIKtsof their dead chief* pM inlo crocodlloj 
while those of cmtinion felt an? rehcifo iti other mil mala.* 
Once mure, the Taualiu a iritic of KHith^eoatem Mmiagaicar, 
AtippORc that the Miuk of their dead iraiisinigTatc into certain 
nnlmalA^ such as scorpfotia and \Ancct% whidi aeconlingly 
they will not kill or cat, believing that ihe oesitura will in 
like rnanr^r abstain from injuring 

Some of the Xagas of Assam hold that the ipirita of 
the departed, after iindergCMiig a cycle of changes in a auH^ 
terraucan worlds arc fcbom oti earth b the form of bnUecflic-s 
or Amall house flies, only however in that Aha|ie tti perish for 
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ever, irence, wlien these small liira ll^hiH^crti tlic wjiie-eiipi- 
of the ItvitTE, the wmisallers wiJl not Idll theio for fear of 
destroying some one nf iJicir ^nief^tois,' For h. like rcrAsmi 
the Anglin Ls, one of the ^lAga tnbei, caTefully abstnlii frotn 
injuring cctum specie* of butterfly,* At Aug Taig, a large 
viltnge of Upper Rtiritm. the rt^^r *l it point nhov^ a diia- 
putabed bridge swatms wilh fah^ whicit the people bold 
saeredp bocaiiiic they imagine tlsem Iq be their diyiil cOfne 
to life again in a fishy form. In former daya no one might 
kill one of these fidi under pain of dcaih. Once n. ^Knn, 
caught fishing with tome dead fish in hLs pO€5«±f|u>u, was 
Instantly haled away and kfiled^ The people of Kon* 
Mettey in easitem Cochin China will not eal Umd%, because 
long ago the ooul of one of their chiefs puiscil at death 
into a tMd. In hh new alia^ie he flppeartd to hi-* son 
in a dream, in former I him of she transformation, ant) com- 
mandod him to siicrifice a pign a fowh and intllei wine 
to his deceased parent, assuring him thiit if he compiled 
witVi the Injunction the riot would grow welL The dutiful 
son obeyed the author of hu being: the tnad appeared trt 
the riec-fields i.v etching erver the growth of the rtce, aivd the 
crop was irtagnificcfiL For two genemtions the ^crificcs 
were duty offered, the toad appeared at the lime of mowing, 
and the granarra wfjrc fulL Afterwards, howera^, the people 
ncgJected to sacrifice to the toad and wenr punished accord- 
ingty by failure of the crops und conacquent fafnfne * Some 
of the Cham ft of IndoChina helin-c that the ioiiU of the 
dead inhftibit the bodies of certain anlmalSi such as serpoits, 
crocodiles, and » fonhp the kind of animal varying with the 
family. The ipedea of unimaJs most eoiumon^y regarded aa 
tenanted by the fpirits of the departed arc the rodenli and 
AClJcc citinbing cteulurcs which aixiimd in the country, Huch 
4 J sqoirrck According to ftome pcopfe. these amah animals 
arc espccmlly tlw! abode of itill-botn iufknui or of children 
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who dictt yoong. J'he eouls cif these little miw uppt^ in 
tlrcHOva to their mounimg parent and say : “i inliiihit the 
body of a squirreL Hosioor me m such. Atakc me a present 
of a flower, a coco-nut, u enp of (Tnasted ficcj," asid bo on. 
The pareilU disehafge this pioui duty* teapccl the5c familinr 
spirits, aKribe illnesses to their diifpleasure, pmy to them for 
hcdjttig, and on their deathbed commend to theSf' descendants 
the cart of such and such a apiirit, as a member of the 

The Tgorrtils of Cabugalan* in the Phillpprnes^ mgattl the 
TtvirBui. stream as the soul * of llieir fore fat hers. Hence 

iasteid of catchiiit: and eatiiij^ ihcm they fee<l them, till the 
ceU become as tame u carp in * pond' lit the Sandwich 
Iiih* hkods various people worahippotl disTfsc khuk of animdti, 
luch as fowb, h^arda^ owH rats, hjuI io forth If a man 
SioiilvkH who adored sharks happened to have a child still-borui he 
Wiiuld civdecivauf to IwJye the SDiil of the dead infant in the 
liody of a shJwk, For this purpose !ie laid the tiny tiodyn 
together with a couple of rocils of taro^ some kava< and a 
piticr of 3iugttf'Cajie, cut a mat, ifccitcd prayers over it* and 
then flung ihe whole into the sea, believing that by virtue of 
this ofleflng the tnmsmlgratJoii of the child's soul inio the 
shark^% body would be effected, and that Ficiicefortii the vara- 
Clous itiDriaters would spare aJ! inenibeoi of tlie family who 
might otherwise be expewet! toihdr attacks. In tlic temples 
dcdioited to aharka ihcre were priests w|u^ morning and 
evening, sddrassed prayem to the shark-idol, and nibbed 
tlieir bodies with waler and salt, whlch^ drjdng on their skin, 
lm[tarted to it an appearance of being covered with sculei 
Thc>" aUo wore fed stuffs, uticr&l shrill uriES, leaped over 
the sitCTcd enclosure, and persusuled the credulous lulandefs 
that they knew the exact itiomcnt when the children llutiwu 
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into thff sea wfere turned into abarbs, I-'or iTuh revtlH 
lion they were rewanled hy Uic happy jjaiciits with a 
picmtful supply of little piesS ctJco-nutsv kaeo, and W 
oa‘ The Pelew (itatidera believed Uiat the soiila of their 
romrathcia lived in certain spedes of unlmnls, which uceord- 
iugly they hdd saensd and wrrtild not injure. For thi» 
reason one man vvould not kill snflkcs. anotber would not 
harm pigeons, and «> on; but every one was quite ready 
to kill and eat the &aered anttnals of i'la neighbours,* 

We have seen that the Ba«M of Sumatra seldom kit; a ^ 
tiger and never without performing an elaborate ccrvuwwiy ^rinnii** 
to appease the animal's ghost. Tlw rea«m alleged for treat. 
iug tigers with this respect is that the souls of Uie dead 
often Iransmlgratc Into these unitnalSi aiid therefore In kill¬ 
ing a tiger a man never knows whether he is not killing a 
ret Alt VC of his own. If members of the tolemic clan of Uic 
Tiger should happen to be in a village when the carcase of a 
slaTn tiger is brought into it, the>^ arc bound to pay special 
marks of honour to its remains by ptivtiiig betel lit its 
iDOUtb, A priest oflers food and drink to the dead tiger, 
addresses him as Grandfather, prays him not to be angry or 
frightened, and cxplaitia to the gods the teawns for putting 
tlie animal to death,* 

The Kayana of Boroeo think that when the human soul 
dettarts from the body at death it may take the form of an 
animal or bind. For example, if a deer were s«n browsing 
near % mail's grjurc, liis reUitsona would probably conciuut^ (mimiiMi hh 
thal his Itarl aisumi^ ihc jih^ipc of « d«n *nd the o™»- 
whok family would flbstairt from eating: vtmison Ie»l they 
should annoy the deceased* Most of (he K^lamantAnSp 
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Anothcr trliM? of 0jiiTido> will Icfll flnc! cat Jeer freely| but 
Ihere arc cxcrptjoii^ i<i the rale. "Thus liajEinng, the chief 
of it MalAnau bn4iKholcf| together Aitli all |ii5 pcop!c^ wilt 
not kill or cat the Jeer Cir£;ji/fis pilf:£ing that wi 

ancestor had bccotne a deer of thb kind^ and that, tsmcc 
they cannot dJ^tinguish this iiicarrRlton of hb a-nccstor from 
o:her dec/, they jnust abstain from killing all deer of thin 
f-pecIcA, We know of one inHiance in which one of these 
pmfdc refuf^ to lUK his ccioking-|iQt winch a Malay 

had borrowed and twtti for ct^king the fl«b of tbb dco-* 
Thiji flupcrstitiofi Li still rigidJy adhered to, although these 
(iQopte have been converted lo biam of recent years. * . . 
The people of Mid. who also arc Moltummetlan Maknaus, 
claim to be related to tlte large deer (^C^nus efumiti) and 
some nf them to the muntjac deer also. hTow thc^ pcopk 
live ill a country in wiiich deer of all kttnis abound, 
they always make it dearing in the jungle anemtui a tumb^ 
Oti S4ich a clearing grass grovrs up rapldlyp and so the spot 
brcmnes nUntctlre to deer a grsuting groujuJ ; and it 
seems not imprababfe that it Is thnnugh froctucntly seeing 
deer about tlve tcjinbs that die people Ivtive come to enter¬ 
tain the bcEicf that their ficaiJ rdiUives become deer nr tliut 
tiiey arc in Home other way closely rdated to the d«r. I’lic 
Bakoiigi, anothei group of ilklalanau^, hold a ilmilAr Ijetid" 
with r^ard to Ibe bear^t (yJi-Wl/£i) anti the various spedeS 
of PnnitfiuurMi, and ifi tbk case the origin of the belief is 
udmitiej by them to be the fact that on going lo thdr 
graveyards they often sec one of iJicse bcasU coming out of 
a foiiitk These tomhi are roughly coji^tracted wooden 
cofGns raisixJ a few feet only from the f^round, ami it h 
probable iliat camivnrra make iliesr way into them in 
llio fin»t place to devour the corpse, ami that they then 
make use of tliem lairs^*"* Amiuiig the Sea DyakSi 
oJat^ of Ikirnco the idea of uietem^^ychcdit b trot un-^ 
known. One of iheiti used to treat a snake with the 
greatest kindness, btauiie he said It had bc^m revealed to 
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him in <t dream that the spirit of his grandfathcf dwelt in 
that Snake,* 

Some of the Papuans on the northern coast of New 
GdncEL also twiliev^ in tht tran-ymigmion of mnih, 
hold that at death the souls of humofl bcinjjs somelimes 
p<i«e into animals, such as casaowaiiuif, fish, or tHgs, and they 
abstain from Mting the animals of tiie sort !n whieh the 
rpirits of the dead are supposed tn have taken up their 
abode.* For example, at Masur in Dutch New Guinea there 
are people «Iio imaijiiic that the spirit* of their anccstort 
tisnamigrated into, cassowaries, stid accordingly they wl! 
not partake of tiic flesh of Itie lcing-*IeRBed bird.* In Sitn- 
bang, a village at the mouth of the Bubui river In German 
New Gnirtca, there Ja a family who win not harm crocodiles, 
not merely liecauae they fear the vengeance of the creatures, 
but also becauflc Uu:y reckon crocodile* their kinsfolk and 
expect that they themselves wilt turn into crocodilcn at 
death. As head of the family thej- cccogniEe a certain aged 
cnKodilc, every where known as "old Bulong." who b said 
to have heeti bom of a woman at Sitnbangi They think 
that white they arc at work io the fields, and the houses 
stand empty, their anceatoni come forth from the river and 
repair to the place In the roof where the myalerious bull- 
loarera ate kept, which make a liumming sound at the 
initiatory rite* of young men. But when the people return 
from the fields they find ibc houwa as empty and silent as 
when they left them: the ipirits of thdr roreriilhcrs have 
plunged Into the river again- If a crocodile carries off any¬ 
body, the n^itives are sure that the brute (mist be a stranger, 
not one nf thdr own crocodile kinsfolk, who never would do 
such a thing; and if their neighbour# at Yabim Aie so 
unfeeling as to kill a crocodile, the Bubui people protwl 
against the outrage and demand SAtiaractlon, Some Yabim 
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}K«[iIe uivc out tliat Mfler death their s(iu!» will l>e turned 
into eeitain fabulous cavc-tiauining *winc, njicJ aecorditigly 
their Kfaiivca reruic to spear or to eat the teal wild swine. 
If these Aiiimali break into aiid ravage (he fielclH, thett 
liuitirtii kliufalk altctnpt to appease them with ofTcTiiias oi 
cocD-tiijtii ninl other valuable ttriictcs>* Similariy In Tamara, 
ml islanJ off Hie toast eff German New Guinea, ihc people 
will nut eat pork, becauic It fa tlieir cunviction that the souls 
of (lie dead imticeiigrAte into the botlics oC pigA* The Kai 
people, who inhabit tbe rugged and densely wooded moun¬ 
tains inland iruui Finach Uarbotir in Gcrtinsn New' GtiincUi 
{tnagine that the glootny depths of senre wild ravine* are 
Haunted by the souls of the dead in tlie Idrm of cuscuses and 
Olbet' anitnala None but the owner haa the rigtiC lo kill 
gnme in these dark and awful gullies, and even he must 
pmpitfalc the soul oF every animal that he sUyt in such a 
jpfit. por this purport! Uc apeeads uul ufferings on the 
eareasc and pieuniU tliaa in the injured spirit, saying, 
" Tate the gift* and leave us llie aoitaal. that we may eat 
i( “ After k'aving the article* lung enough to allow the 
foul of the beast to abstract and eoo^'ey away the soufa of 
the Ihiiijjs, the Hunter U bee to cut up and coiiiHine the 
earcase. SoiTie years ago, when heavy rolos cauited a laDd^ 
dip tn these wild mountains, and a hoifae with its inmates 
was biiiTGil tn the ruing, public opinion in the tiet:;hbuur1iood 
attributed the disaster to liie infacorduct of die deocased, 
wIh> had faiW to ipp«w the <oul «f a Ixia-cotisirictor slain 
b>' them on haunted grtwnii* 

In the Salomon Islands a man at the point of death 
would gather the members of hfa family abuut Wm and 
ttifonn ilietn of the particular son of cmature, say a 
bird or a butterfly. Into which he pnijirwcd In trans- 
mlgrate: Henceforth tlic family would regard that spede* 
of animal as sacred and would neither kill nnr iniure it. 
If they felt In with a creature of the kitid, it nltghl tv » 
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bird or a butiurfly, tliey ivoiilc] siiy* •'lliat ia papa,** and 
oflfer Witt a coco-nut,' In tlMBc t$land^ aharks a« vci>' 
ofttii tupjtOKd to t« for dying pcsjple frcqucnlly 

3ltttll>1ll1a^ ihcir tnlentian of being sharks when they have 
(tut off their buTiian After llmi, If any shark remark* 

able for iu atw or colour Is seen to haunt a ccrlain shore 
of fockj it is taken to be aontebody’a (;host, and the name 
of the deceased is given to it. Fw example, at Ulawa 
a dreaded man-eating shark rtfcelvefl the name of .i dead 
man and was prcipiliatcd with afferirti?* of iwrpobe teetli. 
At Saa, certain food, for example coco-ttuts ffum purlieular 
trees, is reserved to fetsi *UCh A ghmt-shark, but men of 
whom it is positively known that after death they w^ill be in 
sharks arc allowed by antieipjition to partake of the shark- 
food in the s.icred place. Other men will sometimes join 
themselves to their company, and speaking with the voice of 
A shark-ghost will say, "t.iive me to eat of that footL If 
such a man hnpjiciis to he really possessed of supematuml 
power.he will in cine time beemne a shurk ghost himself; but 
it i» perfectly possible that he may fafl. In Savo not very 
lotjg Ago a cca'cain man had a shark that he used to feed and 
to which he offered sacrifict He swam out to it with food, 
called it by tiaiiic. and it came to him. Of course it was tiol 
a common sJtiirk. but a phost, the knowledge «f w'hicH had 
been banded down to him fmm hia ancestor*. Alligators 
also may lodge llie souls of dead Solomon Islantkn. fn the 
island of Floriiiu a story wa* told of an alligator that u^ to 
cuine up out of ihc aca siui make itself iptitc at home in the 
village in whlcli llic niiin wheree ghost it was had lived. It 
went by the name of the deceased, and though therewas floo 
man in particular who had special connexion wilh it and was 
said to «wn it, the animal wjis on friendly terms with escry* 
Iwdy In the place and would even let children ride on il* back. 
Hut the village wlicnt thts happened ha* not yet been IcJcnti- 
fjccL’ fiPthe same blond ihc Ap^ieaTSttCe of Anything wonderful 
is lakcn as proof of a ghostly presence and stamps llie place 
as sacred. For example, a man planuxlsoitic coco-nut i»alms 
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iirid ulmoful trees lir> the bu^h 3 rtct (llcid not long Afterwardi 
After hia death there Api?eflred ftmung the irise* « 

I'iifjty in t 1 ic shflfie of a white Tlie aniinn-l wa.i 

Accordingly assumed to be the shcist of the dcr^mrlCil plitnlcr 
and went by hH narnt. The place bccsiine tacted^ and no 
pfle would gather the fruits of the trees there* until two 
young nten, who had been trained in the pfinGijtlc^ of 
Christianity> boldly ini-adcd the sanqt««T>^ and jipproprtattil 
the almonds and coconuts,* It mast not be supposed, 
however, that ihc choke of Inui^mlgTalion open to a 
Solomon laknder is restricted to the animal kingdom; he 
ts free after death to become a vqjerjble, if he feels so 
dtii]}osed. When m mission ^school was established (n the 
Island of Ulawa it was observed with iiiirprisc that Ihe 
natives would iiol eat banaiuts and hf d eeaacd to plant the 
lice. Kmjtiiry elicited the orifjin of the re^stnetbn^ which 
was recent and well remembered A man of great influence, 
dying not long l^fore, had forbUldcti the eating of bananas 
after his death, saying that he m>uld be in the banana. 
The oTder natives would still mention his name and say, 
”We cannot cat So-and-so.** 

The doctrine of llic reJncartiation of human souk hi the 
bodies either of men or of onimala, wdiich meets 115 as an 
article of rallh in so many savage tribes^ ha^ a speciaJ 
idteirst for the Mstorian of thought, because it h?i 5 Iwen 
adoplotl more or less explkitly and m ployed, not tnercly as 
a pUloAophical tbepry» bui as a meon^ of enrofcrng mufii.l 
LeiisoiUp by tbinkeni, leadters^ and Law^givem atoong various 
civilised peoplie», notably in ajicient India and Crecce. 
Tbui frt the mo*t fiimouj of old IndiEih Liw^booksi, T/ti 
j/ J/iinn, the pcfwltits to be endured by in 

future births are deaeribed with a preckloii wh^h leaves 
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nc^thin^ to be tltaircd: Uic dcgrndalion of the birth U 
exactly pTDtKjnioiici[ ta the degtte of moral euih nf the 
trailftjressof, FOf cxniiiple, if a miin hsiE tUff icTncrlty to 

CHiaiire his’ teaclicr, even Lhoujjh the ccnsiirt h richly 
deserved, that rash nitiii in liIs next birth will be an asi i 
but if he defaiiiea hLa teacher falsely, he will be a d<«; 
and if he Is ao loit to ail sense of proprict)' as to live 
at thii expenoe of lii* teacher, he will be a worm.' A 
failhleos wife in her next traniiTni(jf*itioii will be bom a 
jackal* A nrahman who mJiappfOpriates money which 
he has received for a sacrifice wiil hereaflar be eitlicr 
a vuilute or a crow for the period of one hundred years* 
Men who delight in doing hurt will be bom as carnivorous 
antmalii, and tho»e who cat forbidden food will be degraded 
Into worms As for thieves, tluar !ol is a hard one, and it is 
harder in proportion to tlie vaiiie of the artkle stolen. A 
man who steab gems will be boro ■ goldaraitb; a mnn who 
Steals grain wilt he boro a rat; a man who steals hooey will 
be born a sttnglng inwjcl; and a man who steals clarified 
butter will be bom an ichiieumon. The penalty for stcalltig 
silk is to become a partridge, for stealing Hficif a frog, for 
jTcaling T^cUibles a pcKCoek, for stealing ewikcd food a 
[urcupinB, for stcnlrog vmeooked food a hedgehog, and Ibr 
stealing molasses a fiylng^fox- And so on for the WBrloua 
degrees of moral tvirpitude throughout the cnlire range of 
the animAl ktrigdoin.* Buddha htmicif, who gave ati 
immciisti extension to the doctrine of transmigration by 
incorporatiug it in hi* relfgioui or rather philwojdjical 
svitem, is traditionally said to have undergone many nniinal 
birthi of various sort* before he attained to his supfCtnv 
(lEgiiity. Thus it is reported that he wb* once a Itarc. unce 
a dog, tiviee a pig, twice a frog, four timej a serpent, 
six time* a smipe, ten times a tmn, eleven times a deer, am) 
cighteca time* <4 monkey; to say nulhing of having been 
(ificc ti devlMancer, twice a tliSef, cighty-^thtec tidies an 
aAcetic, and so oil* 
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In BDcicnl Greece jiIm the tlieoiy of ihe tr^nsmicration of 
souli rouritl fattrUT with the cflrty phi lose ptiers i'ythagoras 
anil Ettipedocics^ belli of whom, if we tnny trust IfBdttion, 
nppcailed to thdr own pcrjionaT cjcpei'ictice In support of tiic 
{JiKtrinc. Actotilfog to ancient writcni. PythimoRis aflirmctl 
that he liad been Euphorbua the Trojsiii in one of his fomter 
lii-esi juwl in proof of Uio aasertion be lilL'nlified the shield 
of Euphorbiis sinong the Trojan spoils at Mycenae* He 
would Sttni to have Jicitl tlitt human souls can transmi^te 
into animals dr evai Into plants; * and wc ffijiy supimsc that 
the poaaibllity of stieb transmigrations was at least otie of • 
the reasoiii he alleged frv enjoiniiig tlic strictest of h« 
dlseiptes neither to kill ntw to eat anlrosls and to (ibslain 
from certain vegetables, such a» bean* and mallows,* Gcf- 
tainly at a later time these iirlntdple* were niaiutiuned and 
these preceiU* incukalcd by Empedocles, who outdid the 
rominiscences of his ptedeocssot by asscrtfrig that be hitn- 
sdf m foniier it™ had been a boy. a girl, it bush, a bird, 
atid a fisik* Hence he denounced as a crime the practice of 
kilting anti eating animiiis, since acennUng to I»im a man 
Cuuhl never know but that In slaughtering and eating no 
animat he might be murdering amt devouring one of hi* 
deal! liiusfoSW, It might be ills fathcf or mother, his son 
or daughter.* Thu* from the doctrine of transtnigratiofi 
Em|icdDcIcs logicalty drew the same practkal conclusion 
a* the savage, who abilains, fof creampie, from killing and 
eating cnxedlles or pig* because he believe* the souls of hi* 
departed relatioit* to be embodleii in ctoeodilesor pig*: the 
only important difference between the Mvage and the 
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phifosopbcr in thU resp*ict i* Uiftt. wliertiH tlw savagtr 
vcnifratcs and aparet only 4tiini*Jjf fif [wtttculwr specks 
iin ihc ground of llicir possible affinity lo hitrw«ir, Uic 
pliHoseiphcr on his own shewing wai bound to abstain fitiiii 
all aniiirals whatever, since acconJing to him the spirits of his 
deceased relatives might be larking in creatures of any 
species. Hence while a feilh in transtnignitioo imfiosics but 
few fcstrictlonB. on the diet of a savage, since it leaves him 
free to partake of the flesh of every sort of animaU but one, 
the creed of Empedocles logically cut him olT from * flesh 
diet altogether and compelled liim to live on vegetables 
alone , indeed, if be liad been rigidly logical, he must have 
denied bhusclf the use of vegciables also and j«ri6h«l of 
hunger, since on Ills ttieory vegetables as well as animals 
may house the souls of the dead.‘ However, like a wise 
man he sacrificed logic to life, and contented himself with 
forbidding his disciplea the use of a few vetjetaWes, such m 
iKans and lauteK* wilJc he suffered them to browse freely 

on all the rest, , „ l «« 

So far as we can giithcr the teal qpinicmi of I i-th^ms 
and Empedocles frem the tredltional liistoiy of the one and 
the tnfactably mutjktcd writings of the other, they scorn both, 
like Buddha, with u htiiit they had much in common, to have lyth^tonti 
used the «M savage doctrine of the transmteration of aiuls 
mainly m a handle by which to impress On the mmda of 
Their follower* the necessity of leadifig an innocent, pure, and 
even ascetic life in ihk world as the only means ol ensuring <tbjiai 
a blissful or at all events an untroubled ctcrfiity in a world 
to coint‘ At least thU is fairly ecrtiiu for Empcitl^fw, 
whose views are eompamtively well known tonstbnmgb the 
fragments of hi* jihilnsophlcai wriiiaga From thew utter- 
unccs of his, the genuineness «f which seetnsi to be bqmnd 
puspidon, we gather tlifti the p^-chotogy of Em^docle* 
a curious blend of savagery aiul myaticisro. He regarded iw^inr 
llie incaroalfon of the human soul In a body of any sort aa » 
punishment lor sin, a dcsnulatinn, a fall from heaven, an 
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iOxllc rmm God^ a bai^iahn^i^nt fi’om a w-cifM bli® t(» a 
m}f\d of won* He dcKT+twg tlic rtn n i-avcmp* a jcjyless 
Jftnii, whom racrn wander [n darknesa;^ u prey lo murder uiid 
reventjfi, W swarms of foot fiends, to wasting sickoc^ und 
decay* lie speaks with pity and contempt of the life of 
mortals ;ts a wretchod and mlserabte listencn begotten of 
alrlfe aitd ditha and prolonged ah u punishment for their tins 
tlifough a series of transmifiritiions^ imtih by the exercise 
of virtue, they have been tmin ag:ftiii as pmtdiets, poets, 
physician^ and princef^ and so reimn xt last to eommuuion 
with the gods to live tlienceforth frw from pain and wiroWi 
Immortal, incorruptible, divine.* Tills view of human deslmy, 
this passionate scorn potired oti the present woddJiitBcCalatic 
asplraiioo aAer a blissful eternity^ the rcwiird of virtue in a 
world In emne* arc very alien from the chocrfiif serenity^ thij 
calm ration rtUstn of the ordinary Greek attitude toward^ 
existence on ^rth.* Ip hia profound coDVicdon of the 
manifold tturfeHngs in^eptuabfe from mortality^ lit hi^ longing 
to put off Ibe bufdirii of the body or what he calls * the 
garment of Hcslj,"^ * in his tendemest for Lhe lower atiimals 
9 Lad bis itfOfig licnm of kimhi|i with them, Empedocles 
resembled Buddha, whose whole Cast of thought^ howevcTi 
was tinged with a still deeper shiitSe of mcFaneholy^ a more 
hopeb» oruU^JOk On the fulure- Yet so close in some 
respocta la the siinibnity between the two that w-e might 
iricliiic to suppose a direct inllueitce of BtnJdMsm on Em¬ 
pedocles^ wm it not that the date* of the tw’O great thinkers* 
so far a* they can be asceitulfted, appear to e^Jude tbe 
auppositiojiH* 
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But ir pit ita cUiical side i!h: tcachieg fif Empedoclc* 
may fllniftst t>d descfibed as Btnidhiani teJicved «f Jia 
decijest shadoMia, on iis sdcntlfic side it amiowly aiiiid- 
tiateJ snmtr speculations which have deeply stinwJ the 
Eoropcaj* mind in our .%wn and «uf fathers' days. For 
l» his savage psychology and religious mystictsm Enlpc- p(n,ia,i 
d«les iUtJcraddcd a comprehensive and ETWdioM theorj- 
of the material universe, which presents a dost analogy 
to that of Herbert Spencer, The sdentifie doctrine of tiw 
eonsenation of energy or, aa bt preferred (» call ll, the ifwtim 
persistence of which Spciiccr made the comcT-stonc of Sp«««, 
hb> system, lias it* counterpart in the Empedoelcan doctrine 
of lire cemscfvatioii or indestructibility of matter, the »tmi of 
which accfirding to him, remains always constant, never undcr- 
going’eitlicr increase or diminution.* Hence all tire changes 
ihui take place in the physical world, according to Empe¬ 
docles, resolve themselves into the r^lesr^^t^«f disintegra- 
Iton nf matter, the compoailioii and decomposition of bodies, 
bsotiehl about by the two aaiagoniattc forces of altrectlon 
and repulsion, which iu mythical languiige he called love and 
hate. Anri just as all particular thinga arc evolved by the 
force of allraclimi and dissolved hy the force of repulsion, 
a sute of concciitriition or aggregation in the hidividwri per¬ 
petually alU-matinE ivitU a state of diifiidoti w segiegatmn. 
so it L-i also with the material universe aa a wholt It, toov 
alternately eontmctt and expands according aa the force* of 
nllractj'on and rcintlsKHi alicreatcly prevail. For H was the 
oninton of Empedocles that a long, perhaps immeasumb e, 
period of time, during which the force of attraction prevaiU 
mrer the forec of rcpuliion, hi auccecdcd by mi equally long 
period in whicit the foree of tepiriaion picvaiis ewer the 
i( attraction, each period loating till, the pr^ominant ^e 
being apent. it* action i* fifit arreslcri and then rerersod by 
the opposite force ; so that the inateiial miiverso pefforma a 
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periodk and rhythmic m&vemcnt of allorrutte contraction 
And expansion, wbfth never erntes CKcept at the tnomciits 
H^hcn, the two oppoiiie forcH exactly balancing e^h other, 
all liiings come to reit and equilibrium far a time, only 
hotvever (o retiirii, with the IwekwaKl »vi,-«p of the cosmic 
pendulum, to their ftjrntcr state either of conimliilalHiit or of 
dispeision. Thus nndCT the Itillileiice of attraction and repul- 
•ion matter is constantly oscillating to and fto; at the end 
of a periDd of contrattion it is galheiTd up in a solid globe! 
at the end of a period of expansion it U diffused thfoughout 
space in a state of tenuity whkh nowaday# we might de^lx 
as gaseoua Aiul this gigantic seC'saw motion of the tinivcme 
as a wltote has gone on and wiii go on ftir ever and evw.* 

The imposing gencmliaation thus formulaled by EmpC' 
clDcles In llie fifth century before cur era was miuudatcd 
fudepcmlcntly in the niuetcenth century of our eta by Herbert 
Spencer, tike his Greek predecessor, the mtidem lyigltsh 
phnowphcf held that the material tmivme passes tluough 
alternate periods of concent ration and dtsslpatfoii, of evolu- 
tion and dissolution, according »» the fottts atiraclioti ami 
repululon alternately prevail. The terms in which he suiits 
up his general conclusions might be used with haitlly any 
charige to describe the conclusions of EfTq«dod«. For I he 
#iike of comparison it may be well to subjoin liie pjissaga 
ll runs as foliows:— 

' Thus wc aie led to the conclusion that the entin; 
process of thinE^ as displayed in the aggreca^c of the 
visible Universe, ts analogous to the entiro process of things 
at displayed in the smallest aggregates. 

'■ Motion as well as matter being fixed in quantity, It 
would «cra that Ihe change in tilt distribution of Matter 
whkh Motion eflecta, cottimg to a limit in wbichover direc* 
tfoft it is carried, the fodcsttijctihle Motion iheretipoti nccies- 
aitatei ,1 reverse distribution. Apparently, the uni venal ly 
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coexistent Torco of iittractlotJ and repulsion, which, as 
have wen, nwtensilate rhythm In 0JI minor changes tiiroitgh- 
out the Universe, also ncwssitaie rhytiioj in the loialTty of 
its changes—produce new an immeasurahto period during 
srhich the attractive forces predotninating, cniise urivcrsal 
concentralion, and then aii tmindasurable [leriod during which 
the tepuisivc forces predominating, cause universal difftiHioji 

_alternate eras of Evolution and JJiswlution, And Urus 

them is suggested the concept Ion of a paat during wWeb 
iJiere hove been successive iivolutJnn* analogous to that 
which rs now going on; artd a future during which successive 
other such Evoltilfon* inaj* go on—ever the lame in principle 
but never the same in eoticrcle results* ‘ 

The mckst recent reteaTches in physical sdence tend 
apparcptly rather to confirm than to invalidate these ycnenU 
views of the nature of the universe; for If modcfii phyrdcists 
arc right in regarding the eoinititution of matter as ciienti' 
ally electrical, the antagriinistic fcitxei of attraction and repui- 
flioij i«sstu!ated by Empedocles and Spencer would resolve 
themficives into positive and negative electricity. On the 
other hand the atomic diairrtegration which is now known tO’ 
be proceeding in certain of the chemical elcinenw, psiftinn 
larly in uraniuin and radium, and which Is probably proceed’ 
lug In all, suggests a doubt whether the universe is really, « 
Spencer supposed, in process of intcgiiiti<iti and evolution 
and nut mtlicr in process of disintfigration and dissolution t 
or whether perhaps tite app.irciJl evolution of the organic 
world is not attended by a simullancons dissolution of the 
Inorganic, so that the fabric of the universe would be a sort 
of Peftclope*s web, which llie grat artificer weave* and un- 
weavea at tiie samiJ lime.* With such gmve doubt to 
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trouble the outlook nn I tie fiiturei, we m 4 >' perhaps sa^' that 
I£mpcdocl» was wiser than 1 lorbert Spencer rn leaving, as 
he appMidJtly did, Uic iiueslioti undecided, whether during 
epoch o|Msi!i to hiicoati obserii'atloii the force of attraction 
DT that of rejiuMon lia* been and Is predominant, and cori" 
scquctdiy wiicther matter as a whole is iiitcgratlng^ or dis* 
mtegTaUtie, whether all things are gradually evolving into 
more complex and concentraltij forms, or arc gradually db* 
solving and wasting away, Uifough simpler ;ukJ simpler forms, 
into the diffused tcntdly of thdr (irimcwdlal consUluttna 
Just as in hi* view of the cuustHutlan and history of the 
phj-Btcal universe Empedodoa antkt{»atcd to Some extent 
the lh«w!ei of Spencer, so in ids view of the developmciil of 
living boTics he anticipated to *tirtio extent the. theories of 
Uarwtn ; for he held that the existing species of animal* 
have been evolved out of inctganic mniEcr through Inter¬ 
mediate sofVv of (nonstmus cjcatures, which, iieiitg ill fitted 
to survive, gndually succumbed and were exterminated in 
the rtniggle for fixklence,^ Whetlier Em^ocTea himself 
clearly etiundated the principle of the survival of the fittai 
as well as the dotixine of evolution, we cannot say with 
certainty: but at all event* it b significant that Arhtotle, 
after itating for the first time the pfindple of the survival of 
the fittest, illurtrates it by a reference to EmpedotiM'a tlicon- 
of the extinction of inonstrouv foiin* in tlie past, as if he 
iKidcTStood the theory to imply the principle.* 
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It i<i n retiuitk^bt? in stance of the strange complejciUes Eiii|»> 
and seeming Incon*ii(mtCHia of hMiimn oiuure, tliat a man 
wlioi^e capacious mind rcimlvcd ideas so far'rcaclting anti t»*Uiiiu(if 
fruit Iitl, shell It) have posed aninng his ctmtemporaricii m a 
prophet ct even v a god, parading ifte stfwts of id* native dly 
bedecked with garlnnds and rlbbnrit and followed by ohictioj- 
oUS crowds of men and women, who tvcirs 1 up|scd him and 
prayed to him that he would reveal to thetn the better way, 
that he wcnild ghe them oracles anil heal ilicir infirmille*-' 

In the chaiacicr of E£mpedaeles, as in tlmt of another fore* 
runner of science, FamcelsUs, the sterling nitalities of the 
genuine student woiilil seem » have been alloyed with m 
vein of ostentation and braggadnclo; but the dash of the 
mountebank which we may detect itt (Us composition prtibably 
helped rather than hindcncd him to win for a time the favour 
and catch the ear of the multitude, ever ready as they nm to 
troop at the hceb of any quack who advertises his wares by 
a loud blast on a brazen trumpet. With so many claims on 
the admiration of the wis* and tbe adiilatiini of the fooiish, 
we may almost wander that Empedocles did not become the 
founder, if not the god, of a new religion. Certainly other 
human deities have set up in business and piospefied with 
an Inteliecttial stock-in-trade much inferior to that of the 
Sicilian philoaophcr. Perhaps Empcdoclirt lacked that pci- 
feet sincerity of belief in his own pretensions without which 
it seems diMcult or iropriasible permauentiy to impose on 
the credulity of mankind. To delude others jmcctisfully it 
ii disirablei, if not (ibeotoicly necessary, to begin by being 
one’# self deluded, and the Sidlisn sage was pmbably too 
shrewd it,man to feel perfectly at ease in the character of 
a god. 

The old sawage doetrlno of the trwiamJgTUlioti of souls, 
whichj Empedocles furbished Up and passed off on Ids di*- 
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tjm ciptcs iU a phllmoptiical lcne(, was afterward* counteiiJarLccd, 
ff no; cxpfTrtly affirincd, by another Gt«]i pbilosoplicr of a 
vRfy aificrtml stamp, who tinilcd. ai no one else has cvet 
done in the aame degreCt the h((;hftst capacity for atitract 
thought with the most cacctuidte literary BCtilua. Uul if he 
boiTOweil the doctrine from javaccry, 1 ‘latii. hke lu* two pre¬ 
decessors, detached it fttuti its mde original selling and fitted 
it Into an edifjnng moisl sclicme of retributive justice, for he 
heUt that the iransmierattaw of hmitan souU after death into 
the bodies of animals is a jiuiiislMnciit or degnuintioo cn* 
tailed on tlie sonta by the weatifieafles to which they had 
been auhicct or the vice* to which titey hail been addJctol iti 
life, and that tire kind of animal mlo wliich a peccant wu) 
vans migrates is appnsprialc to tlic degmi and natunr of it? 
weahtiess or guilt, Thus* for esrampie, the souh i ( glutton*, 
sols, and rakes pass into the bodie* of aaso l the souJ* of 
robbers' and tyrant* are bom again in wolves and hawks; 
the souLi of sober quiet people, ouitlricturcd by philtftophy, 
come to life as bei?* and ants ; a bad poet may turn nt death 
into o swan or a nightingale; and a bad jester into an ape. 
Nothing but a rigid praciico of the highest virtue arwt a 
single-minded devotion to abatfwct truth wilt avail to restore? 
sudi degraded souls to their human dignity and finally raise 
itiem to coromttnlon with the gixls,’ Though tiie p,‘mages 
in which llicsc views arc set forth have a mythical colouring 
juid arc, like *11 Plato's writings, couched m dramatic forin 
and put fnlo the mouths of othera, (re need not acriounly 
doubt that they represent (he real opinion of the philoMphcr 
himdoir,* it b Interesting and instructive to meet nitb the 
old savage theory of the trarumigration of souls thus mas* 
qucmllng utidcr a flowing drapery of morality and sparkling 
with the gems of AttJc eloquence in the philosophic system 
of a great Greek tliinker. So curiously alike may be the 

solutions which the highest and the lowest intellects offer of 
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Ihota profount! probknu whfch in nil ag« have eogag^ the 
curiosity and baflJed the iflBenu'ty of mankind.^ 
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TY1T5 or ANllUL SACRAUEST 

I r* TAfi i?W /A/ /Cm#^ 0/ 

Wt. hit flow pcrhnp^ in potitlon lo ui^dcratAml tlii£ 
Ambigiit>a» bchEivianx- of the Aino and Gityaka towards the 
bear* It ha4 becti ^hewn th&,t the nJitii^ lint of demarpitioii 
which we draw hetween rtiBtnkind and ihc Lower animals 
docs not cjiht for the To him many of the other 

animals Ap[.iear ht^ equals or evoo hit AUjHrrfom, mA 
merely in brote foroc but in Intcllrgcnoe } and if choice or 
necessity lends him to take ihdr lives* he feels hound, out 
of regard to his own to do it io a imy whkh will be 

as inqHcjigivc as possible not merely to the Living aninial, 
but to itf deported spirit and to ill the other nnimab of the 
same specte^i which wuuJd resent an aflfmnt put upon one 
of their kind much m a tribe of savages would revenge an 
injury or insult oifered to a tribesniHii. Wc have seen 
that among the many devices by which the savage seeks 
to atone for the w^rong done by him to hw anlmaJ victims 
one is to ^hew mariced deference to a few chosen individuals 
of the spocies, for such behaviour b apparentty regarded as 
entitling him to exlerrninAte with impunity all the re^t of 
the species upon which he can lay hnndsL This principle 
perhaps exphiios the nttilude^ at first sight pux^hng atid 
CimUHiltctory, of the AinO towards the Iscar- Tile flfcih 
and skin of the bear reguIaHy alTord them food and dothing j 
but since tlw bear la an IntEU^jcnt and powerfid animat^ it 
is necessary bo ol^r mine satisfaction or atonemrat to Uic 
bear ipecici Ibr tiie \om which It sti^lains in the death of so 
many of tts inembem. Thk Mtiifaciion of atonement is 
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made by- r«*iritte you're them, so long « 

lliey live, with fcspcct, anil killing them with extiaorditiary 
tnarks of soritiiv and tlev^nion. So the other heat* are 
appeased, and do not resent the slaughter of their kind by 
attacking the ahtyers or deserting the epontry, whlth would 
deprive the Aliio of one of ibcir means of subsistence. 

Thus the primitive worship of animals assume* two 
forms, which are in some respect* the converse of each 
other On the one hand, animals are worshipped, and are 
therefore neither kiticd nor eaten. On the oth^ hand, 
animal* are wtrrihippcd because they arc habitually killed 
and eaten. In l>oth forms of worship the animal is revet^ 
on account of lome benefit, positive or negative, which t^^ 
savage hopes to receive from it In the former worship 
the benefit cotnw cither in the positive form of piotee- 
non, advice, and help whidi tire animal affords the inan, or 
in the negative otic of abstinence from injuries which it iS 
in the power of the animal to inflict tn die ia.ter worship 
the t«nefit take* Uw materbil form of the animals flesh and 
skin, The two forms of worship are Id some measure anli- 
thetica!: in tlic one. the animal is not eaten because it Ea 
revered ; in the other, U t# retrered beeatise it is eaten. But 
both may he practised by the same people, 
esse of the North American Indians, who, w^ile liicy app^- 
cBily revere and upaio tJreir totem an lmalfjal» revere the 
Buiiils and fish uiwo which they subslfit. The abongme* of 
Auatmliahave mternism In the most primitive form known to 
01 ■ bill, *0 far a* I am aware, tlwre i* no clear evidence that 
they attempt, like the North American Indians, loeonnliate 
th/wiimala which they kill and eat The mct»^ which the 
Austrellans adopt to secure a plentiful su^^Iy of gam® 
Hruwar to be immarily bared, not on oondllati™, but on 
^iipatlietJc mipiq,* a prindplc to which the North American 
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Autttralkns undoublcUly lejtnKfcnt a ruder and earlier si age 
of tiumiu) progress ihan the Ari^erican indiafis, il would 
$eeTii tiiAt before hunters think of worshfji^iing the game 
a means of ensuring an Abundant supply of tt^ they seek irr 
atlnin the tame end by sympAthntie magle. This, again, 
mmld shew — what there ts gr>od r&ason fgr believlng“that 
sympathetic magic is one of the corhe^t means by which 
man cndcavoum to adapt the Agencies of nature to hit 
needa. 

Ti#q rffia Corresponding to the tivo distinct types of animal wor* 
n rt ^^iT. there Are two di&tluct types of the Gsmom of tailing 
auipiAt god. On the one handp when the rCFCnrd atiimal 
AiikD ijr^ {labitually spared, it U nevertheless kOled—^nd somciimes 
caten^ — on ram and sotemn occastori^ Exompleif of this 
custom have bi^n already given and dji explanation of theiri 
ofTered. On the other hand, when the revered animal is 
habitually killed, the sraughter of any one of the specks 
invol™ the killing of the god, and h atoned for on the spot 
by apologies and sacrifices, espcciatly when the animaJ is a 
powerful and dangerous one i and, in ndditiofi to this ordinary 
and everyday atonemeiiti there is a iipccfit] annual atone¬ 
ment. at whkh ft sctect individual of the specie is slain wilh 
extraordinary^ marks of respeei and devotiofn Qcarly the 
two types of sacra menial killing—the Egyptian and the 
Atno typeis ^ we may tall them for disdnctioit—are liable 
to be amfpyndcd by an observer? and* before we can say 
to which type any particular example belongs, it is necessary 
to Ascertain whether Uie animal sacramentally slain belongs 
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to A spscies which E» habitually spared, flr to one wHitlt i« 
habititally killed by the tribe, tn the fomiirr ewe ibe 
ettample belongs to the Egyptian type of saCTament. iiJ the 
bttcr to the Aitio type. 

The prttcUec of pastoral tribes appears to fiirnt^ ex- 
am pies of both types of sacrament- " Pastoral tribes" say* ulllwncul 4 
n li»med ethtioloEbb ■'being sometimes obliged to edi thdr 
herds to strangers who tony handle the bones dlsnspcctfully, 
seek to avert the Uangesr which floch a sacrikee would entail 
by cotisccratitig one of the herd as an object of worship, 
eating it sacramentally id tire family circle with closed 
dooTip Riiil 5>fItrwards Uiiiiitsng the bon<» vith M (he 
eetemoiiious respect which, strictly speaking, should be 
accorded t« every head of cattle, but wbicli, being pimctiiaiiy 
laid to t he rtiprescntalive animal, is deemed to be paid to all. 

Such ratnlTy meals are found among various peoples, esped- 
ally those of llic Caucasus, When amongst the AbebaJi™ 
the shepherds ill spring cat ihclr common meal with (heir 
loins girt and their Stas'® in their haiidi. ihk may be looked 
upon both as a saciamcnt and as an oath of mutual help 
and support. For the sltongcst of all oaths la that which 
U accompanied withUe eating of a aaered substance, since 
the pcijured person cannot pnssibly escape the avenging 
god whom he Has taken into his body and assttnilatcd. 

This kind of sacrament b of the Aino or expiatory tj^c, 
since it is meant to atone to the ipedcs for the p^b e 
tlhnaace of individuBla, An ^[xpiatio^^ simJiar in principle 
but dTfrcteni in details, ia offered by the Kalmucks *0 ^1'; 
sh«i», whose flesh in one of ibeir staple foodi Rich Kal¬ 
mucks art in the habit of consecTaiinp a white ram under 
the title of " die ram of heaven - the ram of the splriL 
The afrimal k never shorn and nirtCT *olri t but wbcit I 
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grown old and Its owner winhiss to consecrate a new one, 
the old rain must be killed and eaten at a feast to winch 
Lbe itaghboufs are ifivilcd. OiS a tiicky day, pcnmlly in 
autumn wlscn the aheep arc fat, a uor<?ensr kills the old ram, 

after s^priiikling It with milk hit flesh ia eaten: the 

skokton, with a portion of the fat, ia burned on a mrf al tar t 

and the skm, vi^ith the head and feet, ii hung tip>^ 

cxaiuple of a sacramtnt of the Egj^ptiaii lypo is 
fuml^ied by the Todaa» a pastoral people of Soutlicm 
IndiiLp who subsist largely upon the milk of their bufliiloes- 
rilds? Aremn^t tUein the bulTulo Ls to a certain degree held 

MjiiL sacred” and ^'kbxatcfi witJi great klndne^a^ even with a 

degree of ailoiotioti, by the people-"* Tlicy ne^'cr oat the 
t1<^t of the cow buffolp, and as a rule abstain from the llcsh 
of the male. But to tJin fatter rule there im a aioglc excep¬ 
tion. Once a year oil Uic adult tOAles of the village join in 
the ocfeinnny of kUlfiigand eating u vexy young male caff^ 
—see ml Pig ly under a month oliL They take llie animal 
into the diirk reccases of the vDLttge wtKx!, whete it Is killed 
with A club made from the aocred tree of the Todas Cthe 
or Millirfg/irnid}. A sacfcd hre havitsg been made by 
the tubbing; of sticks^ the (Iissth of the dalf is roasted on the 
embers of certain trees, ^tid is eaten by the men alone, 
women being eKcluded fmm the aiMsmbly. This ilic 
only occasion on which the Todat cat buffalo hesh.* The 
MaeJi or Mortt tribe of Central Africa whoMt chief weaJtli 
their eattk^ though they also praclw agricuUure^ Appear 
to kill a lamb sacramentally on ceriain solemn occasions^ 
The custom k thus described by Dr, Fdkin: ”A re- 
markable custom ij obfgervcd at statisd timo—once a year* 
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I am led to belkvc, I have not been able w ascertain 
what esiacl meaiiing is sttflEhed lo it. It appears, however, 
lo relieve lliC peuple^s minds, for beforetumd they evince 
mnch sadneas, and seem very joj ful when the cereffliony 
is duly accomiJlishcd Tlic rolbwing is what takes place : 
A large concourse of people of nil ages assemble, and sit 
down toutid a circle of stonca, which is erected by the side 
of a toad (really a narKnv path). A very choice lamb ia 
then fetched by a l>oj% who leads it four Umea round the 
assembled people. As it pass-es they pluck off little bits of 
its llceec and place them b their hafr, or on to some other 
p.itt of their body. The Imnb i* then led up to the stones, 
and there kilted by a man belonging to a kind of priestly 
order, who takes some of the blood and sprinkles it four 
times over the t»eople^ He then applies It iodivldiiully. 
On the children he makes a small ring of blood over the 
lower end of the breast bone, on women and girb lie makei 
a mark above the breasts, and the men he touches on each 
shoulder He then proceeds to explain the ceremony, Bnd 
to exhort the [axrptc to show kindness. . , .^When this 
dlftcDUfse, which is at times of great langth, is over, the 
people nse, each places a leaf on or by thr drcle of stones, 
and then thej* depart with signs of great joy. The lamb’s 
sktiil is hung on a tree near the stones, and its flcuh is eaten 
by the poor. This ceremony is observed on a ainalt scale 
at other times. If ft family is in any great trotible, through 
Illness or bereavement, their friends and ndghhmirs come 
together and a lamb t* killed ; this i* thought to avert 
further evil. Tlic same custom prevail# at the grave of 
departed Wends, and also on joyful occaiiwift, such ^as the 
telum of ft son home after a very prolonged abtence." The 
sorrow thus manifested by the people ai the annual slaughter 
of the kmb clearly indicates that the lamb slain b » 
or divine aninial, whose dotth is mourned by his w<ifshippeni» 
just as lUe death of the sacred btiiiKitd was mourned by the 
Cftlifornians and the death of the T1«hat» ram Ity the 
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Egyptlanjn The smcantig c^ch of the worshippcia with the 
blood of thic lamh Is n farsn of coinniunion with the divinity ; ^ 
the whiclc of the dJvJne life 1ft applied eictenjaity Instead 
of bclo^ lakcit iTitcmid]>% aa when the blood tft drunk ut the 
flcdi eaten. 
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I Pr&^tsni^aLt With Saertd Anfm^b 

Tbc fottn of comm union m wlikh the ftacrcd arihnaJ fft 
taken fmm hous« to housic, th^it all may onjoy a sbi^te of 
its divioo influouce;^ bn^i been exemplified by the Gityak 
custom of pomenadlng tl^e bear tbmugh the villa*^ befotre 
It b sUdn,’ A fbnlLar form of commutilnn with the sacred 
nmkc Is obaer™! by a Stuike tribe in Hie Punjsuk Once 
a year in the month of Sept-CLinbcf the sna^ko T* wotshippod 
by sU castes and idifrEonf li^ aine days oniy» At the citd 
of Augml the Mlraiani^ espednDy tbckse of the Snake trihcn 
make a snake of dough which they point bkek and red, and 
|daceon a winnowing basket This biLsket they ^rry round 
the village, and on entering any house they Bay :—- 


*■ Ge£ ir wrtA y^t nE I 

Miiw wvrfT r£t 

wicwrf /Am^y ■ 

Tlicn they present the basket with the ftnoke, saying:^— 
o A fmalt raAr 

/At ornxfir^ 

Veu amij™r^ tMrjvw/** 


Strictly speakJitg» a cake and butter shotild be 0vct\^ but it 
Is seldom done. Every cme^ however* gives somethlfig, 
gimerally a handful of dough of iwnie com. In hou»a 
where there is a new bride or whence a bride has gone* or 
where a son hoa been bom* ft Is usual to give a ropee and 
a quarter, or some clotk Some times the bcarcra of the 
snake also aing :— * 

*■ Crtx lAw imiiit a if 
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VVhiiti every house htw bem thus vWwd, ihe dough ^nake 
is burred iiTid a wiiti «Tave is erected over it. lliithcf 
during the idnC day* - T September the worn™ come ta 
^vorahip They bring a of curds, a small portion of 

which they ofTcr at the aiudte’s graven kneeling on the 
Ground and touching the earth with their foreheads Then 
Vhey go home anrl divide the of the curds among the 
children. Hem the dough snake is dearly a siibstiluto for 
a real snake. Indeed, in diKlrkU where snakes abound the 
worship is ofTewd. not at the grave of the dough snake, but 
in the jungles where snakes are known to bt Bcsid« this 
yciuly woTshirv p-tfortiied by all the people, the members of 
the Snake tribe womhtp In the aatiw «'«y every tnormng 
after a new uimu. The Snake tribe is not imcommon m 
ihc fuujaub. Member, of it will not kill a snake and they 
say liiat its'bite does not hurt them. If the)- fmd a dead 
snake, they put clothes on it and give tt a regular funci^, 
Ctremonies closely anaJcKous to this Indlaj. worship 
the snake ha« survived in Eumiw into r^nt 
duubtlcsa date from a very primitive pagarnsm. best- 

known eiciimple is the " httnling of the wren." By many 
Eujopciin peoples—the andoitt Gfccka and Koman^ the 
modin Itotlana. Spaniard*, Frawh. Germans, Dut^ Danes, 
Swedes. English, and Wclsh^thc wteit has bwn designated 
tlie king the little king, the king of birds, the hedge king, 
and flo forth,' and has been reckonct amungst those bkd* 
which it i$ extremely unlucky to kill* lb England jt I* 
supposed that if any one kUb a wren m harn« 
will infallibly break a l»nc or meet with some ^ 

fortune within the year; * aonict'fbca 't i* thought that 
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jja rr/‘£if Of AiV/jfAL s4CSAJf£Arr eii*t. 

Ilie «WA wJil giw bloody inti It’ In Scotland the vvron (a 

called ** the Lady of Heaven's hen," And boys say!— 

** I fitfii nMiy inuir tAait /ilW, 

TAiti hurry ^ * 

At Saint Lkjnaa^ In Brittany, people belierc that if children 
touch the youijfi^ wren# in the llicy will suffer from the 
fire of Sl Lawrence, that i#* from pimplea on the face, legs^ 
and so on5 in othtET pans of l-’rancc is thought that if a 
person kills a wren or harries its nest^ hts house will bestrock 
by lightnings or that the fingers with whtch he did the dtexi 
wUl BhEivt! up and drop off, «r at least be maimed, i>r that 
bis cattle will ttut&r in their 

Notwilhsttinding such beliefs, the custom of annimlly 
killing the wren has prevailed widely boili in this country 
md in France. In the ble of Man down to the eighteenth 
^ntury the euitom was observed on Chiisimns Eve or rather 
Chnsimas tnoming* On tise tvi'enEy-fourth of Deceniber, 
towards evening, all the servants gpi a holidays they did 
not go to lied Jiil night, bin rambled about till the bells rang 
in ail the churches at midnight. When prayens were oven 
they went to hunt tljc wen, and having found one of these 
btrtls they killed It and fa^itencd it to the top of a long pole 
with tis wings extendeth Thu* they earned it in procession 
lo eveiy house chanting the roTtowing rhyme:— 

■■ Wv hif/tf/J thfi imn /?r /Ar 

httmifJ /itr imm/fr fhr taw, 

AMMiiii /irf fi^r Ii^ia Ihr: 
iPf haMh\i /jb wriHJlv flfry 

\Vhtn they imt gone fmm house to house and collected all 
die money they could, they laid the wren on a bier and 
carried it in proccssiofi to ibe (Kirish churchj^rd^ where they 
made a grave and buried il "with ihc utmost ^Initinityj 
idngbg dltgfii over her in Lhe Mank^ language, w^hich they 
call her ktioU : after which Christmas begins.’** The burial 
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over, Ihc cotnpaiiy outsitlc the churchyard fornicd a einele 
and danced to miiaic Abotii die middle of the nrneteenth 
century tile bufial of the wren toolt place in the ble of Mao 
on St. SlepUcn's TJay (the twenty-sixlh of December). 
Ifoys went from door to door with a wren suspended by llic 
legs iTi the centre of two hoops, which crossed each other 
at right angle* and were decorated with evergreens and 
ribbons. The beaters sang certain lines in which refer¬ 
ence was ttuide to boiling and eathig the Wrd. If at the 
dose of the .wng they received a small coin, they ffive in 
reiurti a featJter of the wren ; so that before the end of the 
day the bird often hung almost fcathcrlcss. Tlw wren was 
then buried, no Joftgctr in the churebyanJ. bttl on the sea- 
shore or in some wnsto place, Tlie fcatiicrs distributed 
were preserved with religioita cart. It being believed that 
every feulhir was an cflcctiial preacnullw! from shipwreck 
for a year, and a fisherman would have been thought very 
foolhsnly who had not one of tlwiti,’ Even to the present 
time, in iho twcntictli century, the custom Is genemUy 
observed, at least in name, on Sh Stephen's Day, throughout 
the Isle of Man,* 

A writer of the ei^teenth ceniun- says that In Ireland 
the wren ** is still hunted and killnl by the peasants oh w 
C hristmas Day. and on the fottawJng (SL Stephens Day) ic 
is carried about, hung by the leg, in the centre of two b^ixs 
etossing each other at right angles, aiid a procession made m 
cver\’ viUzigc^ of mcti, ^vnixien^ 410 r| chndrciip AltigiUff sa 
catch* importing' him to be tJiC king of * 1 J binls, Dovsn to 
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llifi *' wren" still takes place In 

parts of Leinster and Cemfl aught. On Chrisunas Day or Sl 
S tephen's Day the boys bunt and kill the wren, fasten it in 
the middle of a maos of holly and ivy on the top of a broom- 
slick, and on St. Stephen’* Day go about wiUi it from house 
to Jjousc, srnging — 

'• TJtf w«P. t^e trftn, /Ar kins*J^ 

St, Sitpiuti^ Da]f cw («asht iW M#/nw/ 

Atikeugk II (itlit, k/i/iuitff/ 'tgrttf, 
i pt^jf jfmt\ jfrjirf iimdhidj, Sivt *1'* •* 

Money or food (bread, butter, eg^ etc.) were given them, 
u|]on which they feaated in the eveiiiog.' In K«cx a 
slraPar ctiatom used to be obi»«ed at ClirlstriB*, and 
the versa aung by the boys were Almost idontlca! with 
those iutig in Insland* In renibtoUeshSre a w ren, called 
the King, used to be curried about on Twelfth Day in a 
box wii glass windows surmciujilcd by a wheel, from 
which hung various coloured ribbons. The men and boys 
who carried it from house to house sang songs, hi one of 
which they wished joy, health, love, and ])eace to tlie intnata 
of the house.* 

In the first half of the nineteenth cenlury similar euatoms 
were still observed in various parts of the south of France. 
Thus al Carcassons; every year on the first Sunday of 
December the young people of the street Saint Jean used lo 
go out of the town armed with atbika, with which they beat 
the bushes, looking for wreni The firat to strike down one 
of these birds was proclaimed King. Tiicn they retuftKil to 
the town in prooesaion, headed by the King, who carried the 
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wrcij on A pole. On iht cvcring of tlie l{i»i day of the year 
the King and all who hail tuinled the wren inarched ihuuigh 
tlwr slrccti of tlic Lown to the light of torches, with drums 
beating and hfes plaj'liTg in front of them. At the door 
of every liouae tbey stopped, and one of them wro(c with 
chalk on the dof it vh't k nn ! with the number of die year 
which was about to bcEln. On llie morning of TwoUih Day 
the King again jBnrtlied in procession with great jtomp, 
wearing a crown and n blue tnanllc and carrying a sceptre. 
In front of him was borne I lie wren fastened to the top of a 
pole, which w'HK adorned with a verdant wreath of olive, of oak. 
and aomelhnes of mistletcie grown on an oak. After hearing 
high maw in the parish ehvireh of St Vincent, surrounded by 
hh ofEcers and guards, the King visited llie bishop, llic in ay nr, 
the inagi3tTate,i, and the chief Inhabitants, coilecting money to 
defray the ire pc rises of the. royal banunct which twk place 
ill llie evening and wound tip with a dance.* At Uiitmigncs 
men and boys used to hunt the wren on Christmas Ev& 
When Utcy cauglit one alive they presented It to the priest, 
who, after the mid night mas*, set the bird free in the ehu i eh. 
At Mlrubeiin the priest blessed the bird. If the men failed 
to catch a wren and lli« wiiinen siicceedeil in doing »o. the 
women had the right to mock and insult the niefl, imtl to 
blacken their facet with mud ami soot, when they caught 
them* At Lt Ciolal. near Mamcilldi, a laiBe body of mrn 
armed with svmrds and pisttiVs Used to hunt the wren every 
year about the end of December When a wren was caught 
(t was hung on the middle of a ^xile, which fwo men carried, 
as if it uvere a htavj' burden. Tlius they paraded round the 
town ; the bird was rveighed in a great pair of scales; and 
then the c<»Tnp.iny sat down to table and made merry.* 

The jMral 1 ellsm between this eUMtom of ** hunting the 
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wjcn " atiJ sotne of those which we have considered, especially 
iheGilyah pcooiuion with the heir, and die Indian one with 
the snake, wema too close to allow us to doubt that they aU 
belong tu the sflitm circle of Ideas. Tlic worshipful animal is 
killeil with speeial solentnUy once a year; and before or 
immediately after death he U ptotnenaded frotn door to door, 
that each of his worshipper* may teccivc a poftjen of the 
divine virtues that are auitposed toemnuate from diedcad or 
dying god Religion* procession* of tliis aort must have had 
a great place In the ntuaJ of European peoples in prehistoric 
limes, tf we may judge from the numerous traces of them 
which have Survived in folk-ctiitom- A well-preserved speci* 
ine-n Is the following* which Uited in live fflghlands of Scot¬ 
land and iti St. Kilda down at least to the JalicT half of the 
eighteenth century. It wa* tlescribed to Dr. Samuel John¬ 
son in the islam! of Coll.* Another dMcription of it 
runs as fnllrrwst "On the eveniitg before New Year's 
Day it ti usual for the cowherd and the young [^ple 
lo meet together* and one of tlicm i* covered with a 
cow's hide The rest of the company are provided with 
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$taveSj to the end of which bit* of raw hide arc tied. ITie 
pej^oti coweifCii witli the hide ruti$ tbrjce rnun J tlw dwelling- 
housct accofiling to tlw course of llic sun ; tlie 

real putsiiCj bciitlng llje hide with their stives,, and crying 
[here (iillflws the GacHc]»' Ul i» raise the ooisc louder and 
touder; let us heat the hide,' They then eotnc to the door 
of each dwelling-house, and one of them repeat* aoine venw 
composed for the purpose. When admission is ijrantcd one 
of them pnmounces within the Uinahold the haHnac/wd- 
t/mrlair. or verss by which be prelcndj to draw down a 
blessing upon the whole family |bere ftillows Gaelic], 

’ May God bless the hoiuie and all tiiat belonga hi it^ cattle, 
stones, and timhef! In plenty of mcah of bed and body- 
clotlics, and health of men, may it aver abound ! ’ Tlicti each 
burns in the fire a little of the hit of hide wliicb U tied lo the 
end of the stoE St it applied to the no« of every pef^n 
and domestic animal that belongs to the houJie. Tills, they 
[maginci will tend much to seenre them from dbaases and 
other (titsfortLinea during ihc fln^uirtg year. The wliolc id 
the ceremony is called afllmnn, from the great noise which 
the hide makea. It is the principal rtmiianl of ittpersldiCiti 

amotie the inhabitants of St Kilda." ’ . 

A more recent writer has destribrnl the old Highlan 
custom as follows. Towards evening on tlic bst day of tlie 
year or Hogmanay, as the day is called in Scotland, "men 
began to gather and boy^ ran about shouting and laughiiig, 
nlaying shinty, and rotiing ‘ pig* of ‘ sttfaikm^ 

le. large snowhalla The hide of the mart or winter coiv 
(ififfu a mAniri f/uamiimiilh) was wrapped rewind the head 
Of one of the men. and he mode ofF. followed by the rot, 
belahourtng the hide, which mode a noise like a dtUin, with 
switches. The disorderly procession went three times 
dWiOj/, aocoftliiig to the course of the san (i* 
hruise on the right hand) round each hou§e tii the viitage, 
stTikiugithe walls aud shouting on coming to a door : 
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* Tiu caliutim ^ A/fifp 

JAtAt iAf ji^i'.if mtin 

Att w 

^4 (»/■(/ l»C^ f« 

^n^Arr wife A^'di 
^ /ffjfliW/ftVi tft ^ jW 
^ fi^iNUJ iii'fk i‘jf Af/" 

lAt ttu in^ i^jSw* Mjj-* 

** IkIbK thin miueat was oompHcd with, each of the 
revel len liail to ri:|)cat a rhyme, cftllod Raan CaltiitftM {fA- 
9L ChrUimaa rhyme), though, as migUl be expected when the 
door opened fur onc^ acveml pushed their way tiJl ii waj 
ultimately left open for all On entmng each of the party 
was oAered refreahmcntii oatmeal bread, diecse, ficslu and 
a drafn of whisky- Their leader gave to the goodman of 
the house that tndispensable adjunct of the evening^s mum^ 
mcnes, the CawjW-wrA/, the breast-ft ripe of a sheep wrapped 
roimd the point of a shinty stick. This was thea singed In 
the fire put three time with riw right-hand turn 

rotind the Taitiilyp and held to the nos&s of all 
Not a drop of drink was gis^en tltl this cefcmoiiy was per¬ 
formed. The Cff/jrifl-KrAi/ waj also tnade of the breast- 
stripe or tail of a deert sheep, of goat, and as many as chose 
had one wUh lliein-‘*‘ Annthcr writer who gives a similar 
account of the ceremony amJ of tlm venwa stmg by the per¬ 
form tdlj 115 that I he intention of pulting the bunii 
sheepskin to the aosra of the people was to protect them 
against witchcraft and every infect ion,* The exptanationi 
which is doubtless cortect, reminds us of the extiaordinarily 
persbitent hold which the belief in sorcery and witchcraft 
has retained on the minds of (he Eumpeafi peasantry- 
Eoimerly^ perhaps, pieces of the oow-hidc in which the 
man was clad were singed and put to the np 3 *s of ihc 
people^ just as in the liftle of Man a feather of the wren 
used to be given to each houschohi Similarly, as, we 
have ficen^ the human victim whom the Khonds s^ew as a 
divinity was taken from house to house, and every one 
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ivii pjtocsss/om wiT/i sACRsn AmMAis jti 

strove to obtain a relic of his sacxed pcf*on-‘ Soch customs 
are only another form of that eotnmunioc with the deity 
which b attained mont completely by eatuig the body and 
drinking the blood of the god, 

§ 3 . Tkt Rilts vf Monday 

In the “ hunting of ilie wren " and the ptoccsaion with 
the man dad in a cow^kin. tlmre b itotbins to dieiv that 
like costoms in quest! im have atiy relation to ^culUirc. 
s* far as appear they itiay dale from a time Oic 

invention of husbandry when animal* were revered 
ID ihciiiBclvea. not merely a» divine becatiae they emb^ted 
the corn-spirit; and the analogy of the GUyah procession of 
the bear and the Indian proecasion of tbc snake Is in favour 
af aAsigtiioe the corresponding European custom* to this 
very early dart On the olher hand, there arc c^m 
European processions of animals, or of men d.sgmscd^ m 

iittimals, which may i«fhaiK be purely agncultural in 

origin ; in other words, the animals whith hpire m them 
may have b«m from the first nothing but repr^ntatives of 
rh^com^spirit cohcdved In animal .Imim. Example of 
such dramatic and at the same lime religious nto 
collected by W, Mamihmdt. who says of them in pii^l. 

N^t only^on the harvest field and on the ihreshing-fl^ 
but also quite apart from them people kwed to rcpiereot the 
corn-spirit dramatically, esiiwially in solcinn ' 

spring and about the wmrer solstice, whereby ‘'’'y 
dentet the return of the beneficent powers of summer to the 
dcMlaw realm of nature."" Thu*, for example, in country 
districts of fkrhcmia it U. or ii«<> customary di^g 

(he last day* of the CaruK's! for young rhen (o gou^ t 
Z from house 10 house collecting ^tu.Ue^ 

Ufitwlh^man or boy la swathed from head to foot in pe™ 
straw mid w™pt straw-*opcs: thus attfted hego» 

by the name of the Shrovetide or Cariuval Bear (^f- 
xU^irO and U led from house to house U> the ^ompanl- 

^mt of music and aingmg. In every house he dance* w ith 


IlhMJ lUw 

EVTHiiu 
■idmlfk, IR 
viikti tbfl 
«nlnHt 
tHitu n 


thf gsn}* 
•pifil- 


Tfw 

MwwWiiUi 
iJBir III 


I fH«ibn>v*,wL i Pf-yfJf’,. ^ 

t W. MiJcJafflf. -"rf [Ertlm. l<r7l. P- '■> 


1^6 ryFMS OF AN/MAI SACKAMMNT enAr. 

XUt glrlj^ the mAtiJii the liDti^cwife And drinks to 

the hiTsiltb of ihc goed thwi^ the goosJ “u^ife, anil the girls. 
For this performance the mummer Li regaled wiih food by 
lilt good Ytik, while the good miin puts money m hSa box. 
\^Ticn the mptomcis have gone the round of the village, 
they bcuke tbeimelra to the ak^hotise, whithei also all 
the iMEasaitts repair with their wives^ '*foT at ShtoreLidc. 
but especially on Shfove Tuesday, e^^ery osic mu at daxme, if 
the the vegetables^ and the gom are to thrive i and the 
more and the higher they dancer the greater the blessing 
which the people expect to crown their exertions." In 
the LeitmerrtK district ihc Shroveiide Bear, besides being 
wrapt in siraw^ tome times wears a beards maiik to emphasise 
hit resemblance to the animal In the vilUgea the 

housewives pluck the pciiBe-straw and other straw from the 
Shnyi-etide Bear and pat it iii the ncsls of ihcir gec^e^ 
believing that the geese will lay more eggs and hatch 
theh broods Ixlter for the addition of this straw to thetr 
n^tJL E^or A similar purpose in the Saax disirict the women 
put the straw of the Shrovetide licar in llie nests of theit 
hens.* In rhesc cusioins the dancing for the exinefis [lur* 
pose of making the mrfK grow high ,* and the asc of the 
straw to make the gees* and hens Jay mure egg?, puiiicicTitiy 
pmv* tiiat the Shrovelid* Bear is conceived to represent the 
spirit of fertility both animal and vegetable; and wc may 
reasonably eonjcicture that the dances of the mtimmer with 
the women and girls are especially Intended to convey to 
them Ore fertilising ^>owers of the spirit whom tlie mummer 
person 
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In sene parts of Bohemia the rtra«r,djuj mati in these 
Shrovetide pTOcesaon* h called, not the Bear, but the 0®'** i<m«. 
Koal/imd be wears horn* on hi* head U> fpve po nt to lie 
name.* THcsk: diffemnt names and di»gma« imiicate that 
In some places the com spirit h conceived as a bear and lO 
utliHs 3 s a cost. Manjr cKampio of tlie conception of the 
corn-spirit as a goat have already been cited ; the “»«P- 
tion of him as a bear seems to be leaa eownmn. In the 
ncSelibodthood of Gniewkowo. in Priissiaii Utiiuama. the 
two ideas am combined, tor on TwelfUi Day a man wrapt in 
yease-stmw to represent a lt«r and atimhcr wrapt in oais- 
Btraw to niprcscnt a Goat go tc^cther about Uw v , 
they imitate the actions of the two atilmal* 
dancci*. for which they receive a present in every bouse. At 
MarbufS in Slcictmarii the corn-spirit figuteji now as a wolf 
(ind now a^ a bear The man who gave ihc last ^ke at 
threshing b called the Wolf. All the Otlicr men Am from 
the barm and wait till the Wolf coma forth; whereupon 
on Wnn Win in ot«- «> n».mU. . wo^ 

■«d » lead him a1»ut the village He keep* the iii^ of 
Wolf till Chfistma*, when he Is wrapt in a goal* skm w 
led from house to house as a Pea«-b«r at the J" * 
Kipe.* In tbU custom the dressing of the tnummw in a 
skin seem* to mark him out as the reprcseniative of a 
Lat i » that here tiie mythical fancy of the p«[t e 
Sy hesiutes between a goal, a bear, and » wolf « t^ 
proper embodiment of the com-spirit In 
conceplinn of the spirit as a goat who^.peajs 
( /»/jkwi) appears 10 be common. Thus, for exampfo. m 
BerBslat^S^ (Sweden) it ««d to be custornary ^ 

mas to lead about a man “™P'f ^ 
and wearing a goal's Imms on bis head; he penenated 
yuleT-t * Jn P«ts or Sweden 

the Jittte Christmas drama is a pretence of 
Yule-goat, who, hnwe«r. comes to life again- The actor. 
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huldien by * covca-let made of akina and wearing a [wJr of 
rnnnidable horns b led InU) (he lOOm by two men. who tnaUo 
believe to slaughter him, while they ling verses referrine to 
the mandcs of various eojount. ted, blue, white, and yellow, 
which they laid on him, one after the other. At the con* 
elusion of the wng, the Vule-goat, after fdgnmg death, 
jumps up and skips about to the amuscineitt of the 
gpecUtoni,’ In Willstatl after supper tin Chrislnisa evening, 
while the people are dancing “ the angel (lan« " for the sake 
of ensuring a good emp of finx, some long stalks ijf the 
Yule Stwv, either of wheat or rye, are made up into the 
])keneii$ of a gout, which Is thrown among Ute dancers with 
the ef>v "Catch the Yule-Rnatt** The custom in Oatatiie 
{» rimilar, except that there the struw-animal goes by the 
iiadie of the Vule-rem/ In these customs the id^entilicuticiti 
of the Vulevgoat or the YulcTum with the com^spirit seem* 
unmistakable. As if to clinch the argument ft is ats1omar}i- 
in Denmark and Sweden to bake tojora of fine meal at 
Chrislmns in the form of gouta, rams, or boars. These are 
callctl Vuie-gnais, Vule-rams, or Yulc-boara; they are often 
made out of the last sheaf of corn Ut liarresrt and kept till 
sowing-time, when they nre partly mixed with the seed-com 
ami putty enten by the people and the jilougb-oxen in the 
hope thereby of securing i good harvest.* it would seem 
scarcely possible to represent the idem ideation of the corn- 
spirit with an animal, whether goat, ram. or boar, more 
grapldcally; for the lost corn cut at harvest is regularly 
suppcueil to hou«! the corn-spirit, who is accordingly caught, 
kept through the winter in iFic shape of an animal, and then 
mixed with (he seed in spring to r^uickeii the grain before it 
is committod to the gronod. Examples of the com-sptrtt 
conceived as a wetlicr and a boar har'« met us in a preceding 
jiart of this work.' The pretence of killing the Ytilfrgoat 
and bringing him to Jife again was probably in ofi^n a 
inagical rite to ensure the rebirth of the corn-spirit hi spring, 
itvtanv- in Engbuil a custum Hkc some of the preceding still 
]ircvalls at Whittlesey in Catnbfidgeilifrc on the Tuesday 
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after noufh MiwilAy, m I leam from an oblteinp com- 
(nimitation nf Pfofcaftor Gh C Mtion: Smith of Sheffield 
UmversUy. He writta: *’Wh™ I ivas at WhittW 
veaterday I had the pleasure of mentine a ‘ Straw-lwBr, if 
not m the jtmet 1 had not been at Whittlesey on 
the day for nearly forty years, and fcaied die coatoia had 
died out U my hoyhood the Sim*-bear was a mnn 
completely swathed in straw, led by a strioB by another and 
made to dance m front of people's hoiiwa, m return for 
which money was expected. This always took place ort the 
Tuesday following Plough-Monday. V estc^ay the Straw- 
bear was a boy. and 1 saw no dancing. Otherwise there 

Wiis nd chstnffCL." ^ . s 

A mmtiarison of this English custom the similar 
Contjnenlal customs which have been described above, raises 
« presumption that the Straw -hear, who is thus l^d/bout « 

from house to houifc. reiiresents the oim-splnt best^mg bis 
blessing on every homestead in the villflge. ITiis Jit-cf' 
prctatioii (a strongly confirmed by 

Uremoiiy takes place. For the date u the day aftw I lough 
Monday, and it can hardly be doubted that the old popul« 
celebration of Plough Monday has a direct 
agricultutcr. Plough Monday is the first Midday o 
jSiiuarv after Twelfth Day. On that day « used to be 
{he custom It. various parts of Erieland for a band of 
sturdy swaim to drag a gaily decorated plough from house 
to house and .ilUge to village, collectirg eootnbutions 
which were afterwards spent in rustic imlry at a av^ 

The men who drew the plough were call^ Hough 8«l^ka, 
tliey wi)re their shirt* over their 

H.-iunted from their hats and pemoiw. Among il«in there 

WAS always one who personated a much bedirffl o 

called B« 5 yt under his gown he formerly had a hull«ka 
taiLfastcncd to him behind, bat ihi* appenda^ ™ afler- 
Zi. discanled H. ^MpihM, danced and “I'T' 

Mud carried a money-bo. soliciting 

ontookera. Some of the band. In addition to their 

-also wore smaU buneha of w™ In thcr hat*, from which 

I Uun oi I'n^ c c. S"i*. 
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the ifc'hrat scKm shaken out by lUc uiig.ainly jumpisig 
wbicti they catted dancing: Occasionally, if the vnulct wm 
were, Oie pweesrion was joined by thieNbcrs cafifym(f I'cir 
flails, reapers bearing ttieir sictetes, and cartem witli their long 
whip* which they were eva eraclctng to add to the noise, 
while evM the smith and the miiler were among ihe numhe^ 
fgr the one sharpened the pUrngii-shares and the other ground 
the euro: and Bessy ™tti«1 his box and danced « JiigU 
that be sbewi^d hki worsted stocklngia »nd cor^moy breeches: 
and very often, If there was a lhaw, tucked up bw gown 
skirts utiilcr hJs waistcoat, and shook the bonnet oflF lus haid, 
and dtaarraneed the long ringlets that ooglit to have wn* 
cealeit his whiskers.'^ Sometimes among the mummers tlicw 
was a Fool, who wore the skin of a calf wito iht tail hanging 
down behind, and wielded a stick with an inflated bbdtiar 
tied to It, which he applied with nide vigour tn the head^ and 
ihouldei* c^r the I'uman team. Another mummer generally 
wore a fox’* skin in the form of a hood with the tad dmig- 
llue on his hack. If any churl refused to contribute to 



the motiey-l«tc, the plough-bullocks put iheir shouldere to 
the plough and ploughed up the ground itt front of his door, ' 


remember bovr often on the Comment about the same time 
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of maWing the crop* grow tall, we tnay coHjecturc with some 
prolwbilily that the ititeiHion of the daitccra nti riougb 
Moitd^fcy wa5 simUaf; the original fiDliiio, we may suppose, 
was that the tom would grow ihat year just a* high u the 
dancers leaped. If that wa.i so, we ncisl not wonder at 
the Bgiliiy displayed on thi«e occasions by the yokels i)i 
general and by Uess>' in particiihif. N^'hat stronger Incen¬ 
tive could they have to exert themselves than the belief 
that the higher they leaped into the air tlic higher would 
sprout the corn-stalks? In short, the whole ceremony was 
probably a magical rile intended to procuro a pod cropt 
The principle OH which it rested was tJte f^iliar one of 
homoeopathic or imitative magic; by mimicking the act of 
pbugliing and the finowth of iha corn thi= miimiiicrs hoped 
to ensure the slcccm of the real plooghing. which waa soon 


to take place- 

If such was the real meaning of the ritual of Ffmigh 
Monday, w-e may the more confidently assuinc that the 
Straw-bear wlio makes his appearance at Whittlesey in 
Cambrldgcsbire on ihe day after I’lough Monday rciweserts 
indeed the corn-spirit What could be more appropriate 
than for that beneficent being to maiiifeat himself from 
hotiro to houro Uic very day after a magical ccrematjy had 
been performed to quicken the grow-th of ite com ? 

The foregoing iolerprotatioo of the rites observed m 
England on riougli Monday taJlies well with the explanation 
which I have given of the very similar rites annually 
pertormed at the end of the Carnival in Thrace- The lanck 
ploughing Is probably practiced for the same puqx« ■» 
both cases, and what thnt piitposc is may be safely infen^ 
from the act oi sowing md the olfering of prayers for 
abunflam crops which accompany and explain the Thracian 
ceremony, h deserves to be noted that ecromonica of the 
saw sort and elwcly rerombling those of ^ugh Monday 
ore not-oonfiried to the firetk villaga Of Thrace hut are 
observed also by the llulgarians of that provinre at the s^e 
time, namely, on the Monday of the last wrok ui Carnival. 
Thus at Malko-Tirtiovsko, in the district of Adnanople, a 
procesBioii of mumtneri goes through the streets on that day- 
^ I ^ aboTO, L PT- ^5 W' 
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Tht prii}cl|}^l iMrsonageu in il bear \h^ names of the 
and The Ie a man «kd in a goatskin. His 

Is blackencti with itont and he tt'citrs on ht$ hcsud £i high 
shaggy hat made 6f jtn etilire skin. Hells jingJc at !iis gundle^ 
anil ^I 1 his hand be carrle a elub The ft'ha some- 

thiifei goes by the name of Bn^i, lh*it H '*01d Woman,** is 
a man diVgulscd In pctUcoals with bis face blackcncfi Other 
figures in Ihe processtiMi are young men dressed s& gtrls, and 
girla diessed aa men and wearing maski. Tioars aire icpre- 
aented by dogn wrapt Iti bcamidtia. A king* a |iiiJge, and 
irthtr ofEcials are pe^rmted by other mummens; they 
linid a mock court amJ tliose whotn they coodtmfi reedve 
a b&strnadn^ Some of the majtkers carry clubs; It hi theit 
duty to l^cnl aH who fsJi into their himda and to levy con¬ 
tributions frtun them. The play and gestLires ol the A'lcirr 
and A'kJrrmt ate wanton and lasdwous: the "songs and 
erka aiidrased to the A'wjfrr are also very CynicaL Towards 
evening two of the company are yoked to a ptmigh, and the 
/Cukfr ploughs a few fitrroH s^ u^htch he thereupon sow» with 
com* After suitset lie puts off hfs di^^gtl^3«, li paid for his 
troubler anil carouses with his fellow'X The people believe 
that the man who plays Uie part of KbAxt comtnits a deadly 
ain^ and the priests make vain efibrts Co abolish the custom* 
At the village of Kuria. fn the dirvtrict of Loscngnid* the 
cuatani U in getieraJ the same, but Uierc arc some slgnilkajit 
varfatiotiB* Tlic rmmey <s?!!ccleil by the mummers is used 
to buy wine, which U distributed ainofig all the villagers at 
a banquet in the ev^ening. On tbifl oceisigft a cake in which 
an old coin ba* been baked h iJrodmrcd by the A^a^-rir, brr^ken 
into bits, and w divided among all present [f rbc bit with 
Lhc coin In It falls to a farmer, then the ctop^ will he good 
that year s but if ft falls Co a herdsman, rhen the caltle wilt 
thrive. Finally, the KitAjrr ploughs a patch of gTOund, 

"bending his body to right and left in order to indicate 
symbolically lhc eats of corn bending under the wr-ight of 
the grain.* The othen lay hold of the nmn with whom the 
coin ^vas found, bind him by the feet, and drag him over the 
land that has juat been ploughed.* In tliesc observances the 
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Intention of prutnatiitB ihe fertility of the iji-cmna » uunils- 
Ukable ; the plough man's imitation of the eom stalks boid- 
ing under thdr own weight » a simple case of honificopalbiE 
or imitative magic, while the omen* dra«.ni froni the occupa* 
lion of the person who obtains the piece of cake with tlic 
coin in it Indicale that the ceremony is designed In quicken 
the herds as well as the erops. Wc con hardly doubt thnt 
the same serious motive underlies the seemingly wanton 
gestures of the principal actors rind explains the Irtose 
ehameter of the songs and words which Bceompariy ^e 
eerernony. Nor is it hard to divine the reason for dragging 
over the fresh furrows the man who is hicky enough to get 
the coin In tltc caht He is probably looked on as an 
embodiment of the corn*spirit, and in that character tt com¬ 
pelled bo fertilise the ground by bodily contact with the 
newly-ploughed earth. 

Similar customs are obsen'ed at the Carnival not only 
by Ifulgnrmn peasants in Thrace but also here and there in 
Hulraria Itself, In that country the leading personage of the 
mssquemde is the Baba, lliat k, the Old Woman Cw Mother. 
The pail Is *" woraan's clothes; sb^ or 

rather he, wcara no mask, but in many villages she carriM a 
s[Miidle with which she spins. Tlie Kuktr mid the AuWa 
also figure in the perfonaaiice. but they am subordinate to 
ihc Old Woman or Modwr. Their costume varies lU 
different villages. UsuaUy they are clad m skbs with 
a girdle of lime-liw bark and five or six bells fastened to 
It; on their back they wear a hutnp made up of nig»- Put 
the principal feature in llieir attire consists of th«r masla. 
which Trprereiit the luads of anftnal* and men m fantastic 
combinatiens, *uch W the horned head of a tnan or a bud. 
the head nf a ram, a bull, and *o on. Much lalxMr »s spent 
on the mamifiiclure nf these tnasks. Early in the morning 
of Cheese Monday (the Monday of the hut week in Clival) 
the muinmcra go about the village levv-tng coittnhutiooa 
Towards mfjo they* form n procesrion ami go from house to 
hoiiSt in every hou^e they dance a round dance while 
the Old Waman spina It b lielieved that if any hoare- 
hokier contriv’es to carry off the Old Woman and s^ete 
her. a blcisitig and prospmity wd! enter into ins dwelling, 
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tnit the ma^ken tlcfcud Uie Old VVomnn sCi^utly ft{'ainst ali 
such alttrapta of indivIHuals to a^jprcpriate her beticficcnt 
presence. After the dance the mtunmers receive gifts of 
money, eggs, nical. and 90 on. Towards c%t:Tting a round 
dance i* danced in the village squuire, and there the Old 
Woman yokes the A'tfArrand Kttkiriai to a ploiiigh, ploughs 
with it a amaU pdcce of ground, and .sows the ground with 
com. Next day the perTormers reassemhle, sell the presents 
they had collected, and with the produce hold a feast in the 
house of the Old Woman. It Is supjwscd that if strange 
meukcra make their way into a village, fertility wUl be drawn 
awny to the villngc from which they liave ctnite : hence the 
villoger* resist an inroad of strange maskers at any price, 
tn eeneral the people believe that the fnasqueiade is per¬ 
formed for the purpose of increasing the luck and fertility of 
the villnge.’ 

laijithna In thcsc Bulgarian rite?, aceortiiitgly, we are not left to 
inna coniectutes ns to the intention wlih which they are 
practised; that intention is plainly avowed, and h D» tio 
m’X'* inferred for tlw drailiif 

rites observed in Thrace at the same season and in England 

__ on Plough Monday, in alJ these cases it is reasonaUe to 

sup[>ose that the real aim of the ceremonial ploughing arid 
sowing of the grouttd U thereby, on the principles of 
homoupatthic or imitative magic, to ensure the growth 
of the com on all the fields of the community. Perhaps we 
may go a step further and suggest that (n the Bulgarian 
Old Woman or Mother, who guides the plough and sowa 
the Kcd, and whose presence is believed to bring a blessing 
to any household that can contrive to airpropriate her, wb 
have the rustic prototype of Dcmeter, the Corn-Mother, who 
111 the llkcnesa of an Old Woman brought a blessing to the 
hotise of Celeus, king of Eleusis, and restored their lost 
feriliity to the fallow Eicusintan fields. And in the of 
msiuitncrs, man anti woman, who draw the ploiigh,.„may we 
not discern the nlde tirigin&ls of Blulo and Persephone? If 
that U 90, the gods of Greece arc not wholly dead; they 
♦till hide their dlinmished heads in the cottages of the 
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pfftaatitiy, to come forth on sunshine hoUdays aiid [Nirade, 
with a. simple but e*pressiwe pageantty. among a gawoe 
cr»wil of rusu'ca, at the very moment of the year when their 
help is most wanted by the husband man. 

Be that os it may^ these rites still pncMixd V *»' 
pcasaiitn* at opjKJsite ends of Europe, nO' doubt date from bnu 
an cjrtremely early age in the history of ogricultuit They 
are probably far older ihEut Christianity, older ewen than 
those highly developed forms of Greek religion with which 
ancient Wftlem and artists have made us familiar, but sjich 
have been for » many centuries a thing of the past. T™» 
it httppwu that, while the fine fiower erf the religious 
Consciownesa in myth, ritual, and art w fl«tiog and 
CTanescent. its simpler ^rms are comparatively *table 
and penrmreni, bdng rooted deep in those jj; 

common Ainds which bid (air to outhw all the splrtid d t ut 
transient creations ofeeniUJi It may be that the elaborate 
theologies, the solemn tiles, the stately t«npt«, which now 
attract the reverenoe or the wonder of mankind, are dialled 
themselves to pass awaj’ like " aJl Olympus faded hiOTmhy, 
and that simple folk will still cherish the sirnple faith* of 
their nameless and dateless forefather^ mil shll 
witches and fairies, In gho*t* and hobgoblins, will rtlH 
tmimble the old spelts and make Uie old magic pa»ea, when 
the miicisin shall have ceased to call the faithful 
from the minarets of St Sophia, and when the w«ahip^ 
shall gather no more in the long-lrawn aisles of NOlt* 
Dame and under tbt dtune of St* Piter k 
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TJIR CER.1CKQNY OF TJfK HGR^E AT RICIL-lUmVVST hMQJiO^ 

THE 0ARO9 

AMOifD \bit Guthi, MJi igiictiltiinil tribe of the €lo«t of th« «t« 

ri£:«.htirv»t ia cclebiatcd by i festivnl in which \he of e home • 

figttret prcTninenftyi T\k inteiiijon of the ocicii'icmy U iMl istAtedi 
hue pOQMbly it may be to etiiUTe i good Hbe ertip in the fcJlDwlug iw 
ytzr. If to, the aniUdd betfe of the Garosi would be aciilogoiii lo 
the October horse of the Roimn% as that noiffiiil twa been ocpliined 
by Wi^ Miuinkerdt. For the sakt of compurisofi it itiaj be to 
•ubjdn Major A. Pbiyfair^t accmini of the Oaio ccietnony s—^ 

"When ibe lice benrest iuii been fuHy gatliered in, the gteal 
sacrihee And fcitiTBil of ibe yw, tlic or GvrAmi^t tAh=$ 

phtec. Thin Li the moat festive absovonce of the yfeat, aiul ©ojn- ^ 
buiee Tdiskiiu lacrifice with iiiudi crnivivUlity* It b tdehmted by fciijrM. 
alt KCtioni of the tribe ciccpt the Duoli *nd iOmc Mkioi Garoi. 

The cost of the entertfllnimifit (kill principally on the tufhKH [head- 
mnn] of tbe vilhige, who provide* o pig to- be citen by his guwt% 
and plenty of Ikluor. Among die AkaiH^ anil Chbuka ^ the oortb 
and nortb^ewuem Ullb * dtrioui ftauijc of the cetemony » ihc 
mnnufflCture of jfwr/or Miorse*' out of piecci of pUntamat™ for 
the body, nod of bamboo for the heaid and Icg^ The hnoge of the 
^hmae' i* laid on the npor of the mkm^t ho\m^ nod the oaMitiytjd 
gue±ii dance luid amg around It the whole nighi langi with the 
usual Intervals for rcfieahmcnts, Esrty the uoat mnfnEnft, the 
* horse “ ii taken lo the nearest river and laimcbed on the watei io 
find iti way down stream on the emteoL Fof those who poaaeK 
the necesiafy paraphernalia^ the takei the shape of a horse i 
bead of latge aiiC| m&da of itiaw. Mid covered with ckiih. I once 
iaw one in the irillagc of RoiSfrotif?;, whkiv when In me, was orna¬ 
mented wtdi iUks on both aidci of the fact lii eye* and 

eon wcie mode of Bflcne mcul, aud between ibe can were 6ied 
a pair of wild goal’s homa. To tlie beiid were aitached « number 
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nf bronze bell* jiniilflf Vo iht»c ItRurkiNl abo«l by Bhirtm 1^1^ 
■IV cnmcr, a unnble to tell me «lleTi« ihoy came, btlt 

«3kia that they were ijtJteriied Itoih his wtfes mothet, *rni i»<*c uia y 

form of i* used » the 

ine. 'Die li«il ii raomttetl o<i a suck, which □ nmn hol^ Vfme 
liim in web n way ibai the heiul come* uji Vo vln: ^ 

Two «mpi pus* bis shoulder* IB tdlc« 

weiiiht ^ boily of the ‘ h«»c' I* iheo bmll rourd hti iron l^j 

with «u* «nd doth. f« a UvH. r»b'» »*(!• foient^ in 

awn bob. whid,. for the h oUtroed to hang down 

of lieJne ited «iv The pcifimut thm Uf\me\led, otta^a^ w 

dance l^^h^iIllna '>’* ^'T‘ f 

iV prtor. who ttoci thK>i[B!l tV paittwmimc at ^ 

„nimSjro come w Stim. The temilOiOS Btia** of the 
riirtdmiin] fotm * yaroc Vlifml tlm 'howr.' tnd (Un« *n« ^ 
\\T«m IV first mao get* tired, another uJtta hi» place, and tte 
djneing y«* ou right througH the night. A pleMjni pan uf the 
perfintt ii the ^ gs,rf wub 

^diell ww lilll •Oeklng in the bom of thegurf which wm ihtroi, 

^^^■'aricily spettkrng. ihi* feKiivnl »hdultl tOA for ihtee dayi 

two nights.’^ When ft h ow. tbe i*he»i '«> 

body thrown Into the water, the head V.rjg 

mr The pcwple who mnie lo *ee »H»H hnog n« wiih weis, and 

a miuU by the waitri'a wife elo*es the proceeding 

'<Ac iV IVaifga/a, it Is the custom to lum hour with water, and 
(or the assembled people '« dlp hat.dit Sum the imsluro and 

mke white luiml nuirts on iV jmau oml wall* ot the liouie and on 

ih* L^cks 0^ tlie ^ , j » ■** 

Can it be that ihe htirte whose elfigy a thu* made at ii» 
Vnresi and thfnwn into the water, while Vhejiwd » kept for 
another yair. repmenl* the spirit of the rite? tf fh*i were vbr 
ticlting of ibc licnd #ith <e^ would be a charm to eniure 
athi the throwing of it mlo water would he a laiiiHchJuoi. 

,hc .ame theory the hm^'s h«id would be compamhle ro tlt^i^ 
’tISeW DemeSr of Phigdu> ** well « hr the head g .he 
betw; at Rome, which wii* muled 

there till nest iXiober. if we knew moro about tbc rite* of tiK 
horwbroded IJemetcf at Phigalto, we might tind 
*rtia dance of a imn or *«iwti who wort the rnaFk of-a hoise* 
head and iicrsortaied the goddess hcnelf, jiul as* tf I am i^hh thr 
mar. who danca disguiied o* » •««« =1 ilit Vrotsf festival of 
Carom roprcscnl* the stunt of the tke danemg 
ibearoa Tlie ironjecturo l» t* cateni mpported by the rettwir* 
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Hm CmEAfOA* y OF MRSM AT MICE ffAR VS^T iifl 

<if 4 l)« mvL^nif^cnt mdrbKe <tni|)«qri whidb once #do«3cd thB caloKul 
slsiuc dC Dtrnicteror P«str|)hafie in 4ite tiutctuiuy of thr two goddeuea 
nc LfCOxurn* In Aroidiji; for on th-it drepeiy arc carted itiw* of ictni- 
hnnunip sctnhbcfltiftJ Hg'urea dMjidn^ and paying mmirtl bfviritmcnWj 
the bodi^ of t)i« li§uica m tbiW of woma^ but thoiar bcuda^ 
and tre iho^^ of animaTA. Atnoti^ flic heada lei on fbc fijaUW 
ore iho« of c horsey a pfig* a ciit or a harts, Cud appmutly o(i an.* 
Ilia Tcsttonoblc to auppcBc ihat ihoa ikadfig Cgutc» represent a 
ritual dance which wu octtudly petfonned in the of Doflietcr 
and Peraephone bjr marked men or women, who |>crvoruited the 
g^:Klde3SCt in their chanucter of 
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